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“The	watch	industry	is	very	focused	on	precious	metals	and	status,	and	we	saw	with	this	metal	we	could	use	the	symbolic	value	of	a	watch	for	something	bigger,”	says	Ludvig	Scheja,	cofounder	and	creative	director	of	Triwa.The	material	is	made	by	an	international	nonprofit	called	IM	Swedish	Development	Partner,	which	collects	government-
confiscated	guns,	melts	them	down,	and	smelts	them	into	steel	bars.	While	in	the	past	the	remnants	of	old	guns	might	have	been	sold	as	low-value	scrap	metal,	or	even	dumped	in	the	ocean	as	waste,	two	Swedish	creative	agencies	suggested	that	IM	should	rebrand	the	material	to	give	it	new	value.	Thus,	we	now	have	Humanium.	The	sales	of	the
material	help	victims	of	gun	violence	and	fund	development	in	the	countries	where	the	guns	were	collected.Triwa	began	working	with	IM	two	and	a	half	years	ago	and	worked	through	the	challenges	of	using	a	novel	material.	In	its	initial	state,	it	isn’t	pure	enough	to	sit	next	to	the	skin,	so	the	company	developed	a	new	process	that	turns	the	material
into	a	powder	and	refines	it	into	high-quality	stainless	steel	before	forming	it	into	a	case	for	the	watch.	“It’s	a	completely	new	way	of	making	watches,”	Scheja	says.	(The	strap	is	made	from	either	leather	or	recycled	plastic	bottles.)[Photo:	courtesy	IM	Swedish	Development	Partner	and	Triwa]The	new	process	makes	the	material	more	expensive	than
alternatives,	but	the	company	is	interested	in	using	it	in	other	products	in	the	future.	IM	is	also	working	with	four	other	companies	that	plan	to	make	products	from	the	material.	Triwa	hopes	that	other	brands	are	inspired	to	follow,	such	as	automakers,	though	it	believes	that	the	visibility	of	watches	makes	the	product	a	good	fit.	“It	has	strong
symbolism,”	says	Scheja.The	Humanium	project	is	in	the	early	stages,	having	transformed	a	few	thousand	guns	so	far	out	of	hundreds	of	millions	of	illegal	weapons	that	exist	worldwide.	But	it	hopes	to	bring	more	awareness	to	the	fact	that	around	half	a	million	people	are	killed	by	guns	each	year.	Triwa’s	first	production	run	uses	guns	from	El
Salvador,	a	country	with	one	of	the	highest	homicide	rates	in	the	world,	where	firearms	account	for	the	majority	of	violent	deaths.The	watch	is	currently	raising	funds	on	Kickstarter,	with	prices	starting	at	$229	for	early	backers.	Of	all	the	travel	destinations	that	are	uniquely	American,	perhaps	none	are	more	cherished	than	the	system	of	national
parks.	From	Assateague	National	Seashore	in	Maryland,	where	wild	horses	roam	the	beaches,	to	Alaska’s	Glacier	National	Park,	Americans	can	be	assured	that	some	of	the	nation’s	most	compelling	landscapes	and	important	historical	sites	are	preserved	for	perpetuity.	Yet	it’s	precisely	because	the	parks	are	so	American	that	they	are	also	frequently



the	sites	of	conflict	and	controversy.	In	recent	years,	passionate	debates	have	arisen	between	advocates	and	opponents	of	oil	drilling	in	the	nation’s	western	parks,	off-road	vehicle	access,	and–just	this	week–	the	right	to	pack	heat	while	on	a	national	parks	vacation.	This	latest	debate,	which	has	stirred	up	the	ire	of	gun-rights	activists,	has	gone
beyond	petty	bickering	and	has	been	keeping	Congress	busy	as	they	consider	an	NRA-lobbied	bill	which	would:	ease	the	ban	on	loaded	weapons	within	some	of	the	58	national	parks	and	333	other	sites	managed	by	the	U.S.	National	Park	Service.	[The]	proposed	rule	change…	would	allow	visitors	with	concealed	weapons	permits	to	carry	their
firearms	in	national	parks,	as	long	as	doing	so	also	would	be	legal	under	state	law.	Rifles	and	shotguns	and	“open	carry”	of	loaded	handguns	would	remain	illegal	in	the	parks.	Are	you	a	national	parks	afficionado?	What’s	your	stance	on	the	guns-in-parks	debate?	Share	your	thoughts	below!	What	did	you	think	of	this	story?	Play	All	©HowStuffWorks
Guns	come	in	all	shapes	and	sizes.	Let's	take	a	quick	look	at	some	of	the	different	types	of	firearms.	Flintlock	guns	were	extremely	important	weapons	in	the	American	Revolution;	they	also	formed	the	foundation	of	all	modern	guns.	©HowStuffWorks	Flintlock	and	percussion	cap	guns	are	some	of	the	earliest	types	of	trigger-activated	guns.	Colonial
America	depended	on	these	weapons	for	food,	protection	and	warfare.	©iStockphoto.com/Wojtek	Wojtowicz	Dueling	was	practiced	in	America	all	the	way	through	the	18th	century.	These	dueling	pistols	would	have	been	the	weapon	of	choice.	The	American	military	relied	on	a	larger	version	of	these	pistols.	©	iStockphoto.com/Kate	McKenna	The
musket	was	a	soldier's	best	friend	during	the	American	Civil	War.	They	were	loaded	through	the	muzzle	and	were	fired	with	percussion	caps.	Muskets	became	obsolete	with	the	invention	of	cartridge	ammunition.	©	HowStuffWorks	Revolvers	are	one	of	the	most	popular	gun	designs	of	all	time.	Their	reliability	and	simplicity	make	them	a	popular
choice	for	hunting	and	self-defense.	©iStockphoto.com/Christian	Carroll	Revolvers,	such	as	this	one,	played	a	very	important	role	in	the	history	of	the	American	West.	Cowboys,	lawmen	and	outlaws	all	relied	heavily	on	the	revolver.	©	iStockphoto.com/Julie	Fisher	This	Colt	.44	Anaconda	is	an	example	of	a	modern	revolver.	The	basic	design	hasn't
changed	in	more	than	a	century.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret	A	typical	revolver	cylinder	can	hold	up	to	six	or	seven	rounds.	The	cylinder	rotates	the	round	into	firing	position	every	time	a	person	pulls	the	trigger.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret	Here's	an	example	of	a	Smith	&	Wesson	Magnum	revolver.	Magnum	rounds	are	slightly	longer	than
standard	revolver	ammo,	giving	them	greater	firepower.	Revolvers	aren't	the	only	type	of	handgun,	however.	©iStockphoto.com	The	semiautomatic	pistol	is	one	of	the	best-selling	types	of	handgun	in	the	United	States.	It	often	has	a	higher	ammo	capacity	than	a	revolver.	©iStockphoto.com	Instead	of	a	cylinder,	semiautomatics	rely	on	a	clip	to	load
the	ammo	into	the	firing	chamber.	The	handle	of	the	gun	houses	the	clip.	©	iStockphoto.com/Marje	Cannon	A	Beretta	Model	96	.40	caliber	compact	pistol	is	another	example	of	a	semiautomatic	handgun.	The	semiautomatic	has	replaced	the	revolver	as	the	standard	sidearm	for	American	police	forces.	©	iStockphoto.com/Sean	Galloway	The	Glock	17
is	one	of	the	most	well-known	handguns.	Glocks	are	known	for	their	reliability	and	safety	features.	©	iStockphoto.com/Jan	Dabrowski	American	police	forces	have	adopted	the	Glock	as	their	standard	issue	weapon.	Silencer/Getty	Images	A	gun	silencer	screws	on	to	the	end	of	the	barrel,	giving	the	pressurized	gas	behind	the​	bullet	a	big	space	to
expand	into.	When	the	bullet	finally	exits	through	the	hole	in	the	silencer,	the	pressure	being	uncorked	is	much,	much	lower,	so	the	sound	of	the	gun	firing	is	much	softer.	Courtesy	SwissMiniGun	According	to	Guinness	World	Records,	the	title	of	the	smallest	working	revolver	in	the	world	goes	to	the	Miniature	Revolver	C1ST,	manufactured	by
SwissMiniGun.	The	tiny	firearm	measures	just	more	than	2	inches	(5	centimeters)	and	weighs	less	than	1	ounce.	Next,	we'll	take	a	look	at	some	other	types	of	firearms.	The	modern	flamethrower	came	about	in	the	early	20th	century,	but	the	original	idea	is	actually	thousands	of	years	old.	Photo	courtesy	NARA	Here,	a	U.S.	soldier	operates	a
flamethrower	in	Vietnam	during	Operation	New	Castle.	Photo	courtesy	U.S.	Department	of	Defense	A	U.S.	Navy	"Zippo"	flamethrower	is	tested	from	a	patrol	boat.	The	unreliability	of	electronic	ignition	systems	means	that	operators	sometimes	have	had	to	use	a	Zippo	lighter	to	ignite	the	fuel	as	it	leaves	the	nozzle.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret
Shotguns	fire	a	different	type	of	round	than	handguns.	Shotgun	shells	contain	round	pellets	that	are	scattered	out	of	the	barrel	of	the	gun	when	fired.	This	makes	shotguns	an	excellent	choice	for	hunting.	©iStockphoto.com	Semiautomatic	rifles	can	be	legally	purchased	in	the	United	States.	Semiautos	differ	from	machine	guns	in	that	they	only	fire
one	round	each	time	the	trigger	is	pulled.	Tim	Ridley/Getty	Images	Machine	guns	are	capable	of	firing	multiple	rounds	when	the	trigger	is	held	down.	The	machine	gun	has	revolutionized	modern	warfare.	©	iStockphoto.com/Anatoly	Vartanov	This	is	a	modern	U.S.	Army	M4A1	assault	rifle.	The	troops	in	Iraq	and	Afghanistan	rely	heavily	on	these	types
of	weapons.	Finally,	we'll	take	a	look	at	the	most	famous	type	of	machine	gun	in	the	world	on	the	next	page.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret	The	Russian	AK-47	is	the	most	famous	machine	gun	in	the	world.	It	was	developed	in	the	mid-1940s	and	is	still	used	by	armed	forces	around	the	globe.	For	more	information	on	firearms,	check	out	the	5	Most
Popular	Guns.	Lay	one	3"	down	and	connect	a	90	to	it.	On	the	other	part	of	the	90,	connect	a	3".	Put	a	T	on	it,	on	both	sides	of	the	T,	put	a	3".	Put	a	90	where	shown,	and	onthe	other	3",	put	a	T.	On	the	90,	put	a	3"	then	a	cap.	On	the	bottom	of	the	T,	put	a	3",	then	a	cap.	Also	on	the	T,	put	the	7"	on.	You	know	what’s	missing	from	most	London	pubs?	A
ruddy	great	tree	in	the	middle	of	the	room.	I	mean,	it’s	the	perfect	antidote	to	a	guilty	day	lost	indoors	to	the	boozing.	And	that	certainly	feels	like	what	The	Gun	wants	from	you.	It’s	a	multi-purpose	Spitalfields	pub	trying	to	be	all	things	to	all	people	and	at	all	times	of	the	day.	Aside	from	that	tree,	there’s	a	dining	area	with	table	service	shielded	away
at	the	back	and	filled	with	fringed	soft	furnishings,	while	the	main	room	plays	host	to	sports-watchers	as	easily	as	it	does	to	partygoers.	The	only	sign	of	a	DJ	booth	above	the	bar	is	a	neon	one,	stating:	‘keep	it	real’,	which	feels	surprisingly	uncool	for	a	pub	from	the	team	behind	The	Ten	Bells,	a	place	around	the	corner	that	seems	to	have	understood
the	area	well	throughout	its	recent	years	of	service.	What	seems	to	come	more	naturally	is	keeping	east	Londoners	lubricated.	The	drink	menu	is	expansive	and	the	wine	list	is	actually	decent	–	they	even	recommend	drinking	one	of	the	reds	at	an	on-trend	‘chilled’	temperature.	It’s	no	secret	that	Heineken	have	invested	heavily	in	the	pub,	and	so	the
draught	range	is	dominated	by	beers	in	their	family.	While	Beavertown	and	Brixton	Brewery	now	technically	fall	into	that	camp,	fans	of	London’s	craft	beer	scene	may	be	barking	up	the	wrong	tree	by	paying	The	Gun	a	visit.
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