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This	book	seeks	to	explore	the	complex	issue	of	social	dynamics.	And	it	does	so	in	an	entirely	new	way.	The	method,	focus,	conclusions,	and	policy	implications	of	this	study	stand	in	marked	contrast	to	those	of	orthodox	growth	or	evolutionary	models.	It	is	hoped	that	those	readers	dissatisfied	with	existing	dynamic	theory	may	find	something	of
interest	and	value	here.	Institutional	subscriptions	Unable	to	display	preview.	Download	preview	PDF.	Page	2	Longrun	Dynamics	is	a	ground-breaking	work	that	begins	where	the	author's	Economics	without	Time	(1993)	left	off.	It	employs	the	inductive	method	proposed	by	J.S.Mill	to	develop	a	general	dynamic	theory	that	integrates	the	separate
disciplines	of	economic	growth,	economic	fluctuations,	and	political	decision-making.	The	central	feature	of	this	general	theory	is	dynamic	demand,	which	provides	both	a	realist	form	for	the	model	and	a	new	explanation	of	macroeconomics	variables.	The	general	theory	also	provides	an	entirely	new	basis	for	policy	and	is	designed	to	counter	the
influence	of	neo-liberalism	in	economic	theory.	'Graham	Snooks	has	written	a	challenging	and	innovative	book.	When	Keynes	wrote	The	General	Theory	he	explained	his	controversial	and	adversarial	approach	by	saying	he	wanted,	in	effect,	to	make	a	dust,	a	tactic	(or	was	it	a	Snooksian	strategy?)	with	which	many	disagreed.	In	retrospect	surely
Keynes	was	correct?	In	any	event	Professor	Snooks	is	firmly	in	this	tradition	too.	His	dissatisfaction	with	both	neoclassical	growth	theory	and	evolutionary	theory	has	led	him	to	propose	his	own	modern	version	of	the	historical	dynamics.	Mill	recognised	that	this	was	needed	but	was	never	able	to	supply	this	himself	partly	because	this	was	not	his
comparative	advantage.	Snooks,	an	eminent	historian	as	well	as	economist,	has	developed	a	theory	which	embraces	economic	analysis,	historical	experience,	institutional	formation	and	political	and	policy	implications.	He	introduces	a	new	set	of	concepts	of	which	strategy,	both	of	people	and	of	nations,	is	the	most	important	and	novel.	And	he	tests
the	implications	of	his	new	approach	against	both	historical	evidence	and	the	evidence	and	the	inferences	of	rival	theories.	He	believes	his	approach	is	winning,	though	he	cheerfully	admits	that	only	time	will	tell.	Certainly,	his	book	deserves	to	be	read	seriously	by	the	profession	if	only	for	the	irritation	it	may	cause,	so	that	rival	oysters	may	be
stimulated	to	produce	alternative	pearls.'	-	G.C.	Harcourt,	Jesus	College,	Cambridge	'Graeme	Snooks	has	made	the	longrun	his	domain.	No	otherhistorical	economist	has	such	a	depth	of	vision,	or	so	strong	an	urge	to	find	comprehensive	explanations	of	processes	of	economic	development.	His	approach	is	closest	to	that	of	Schumpeter.	It	emphasises
dynamic	forces	that	have	led	to	successive	swings	of	economic	change.	He	sees	'strategic	demand'	as	the	engine	of	progress,	and	rejects	the	emphasis	on	static	problems,	microeconomic	efficiency,	and	supply-side	forces	that	he	finds	in	neoclassical	analysis,	in	evolutionary	and	institutional	economics,	and	in	public	choice	theory.	Snooks	attacks	the
'stability	cult'	which	now	characterises	official	policy.	Its	pursuit	balanced	budgets	and	zero	inflation	has	broken	the	momentum	of	growth	and	created	high	unemployment	instead	he	advocates	interventionist	activism	and	toleration	of	moderate	levels	of	'strategic	inflation',	with	a	policy	of	'strategic	leadership'	which	gives	top	priority	to	raising	GDP
per	capita.'	-	Angus	Maddison,	University	of	Groningen	'Professor	Snooks'	objectives	are	to	identify	those	primary	forces	which	have	driven	economic	life	in	the	longrun	and	to	lay	the	foundations	for	a	macroeconomic	model	capable	of	explaining	the	data.	The	book	certainly	challenges	the	prevailing	wisdom	in	macroeconomics	....Longrun	Dynamics
makes	an	important	contribution.	It	offers	a	new	perspective	in	economic	history	and	economics.'	-	George	Messinis,	Economic	Record	Graeme	Donald	Snooks	is	the	Coghlan	in	Economics	Professor	at	the	Institute	of	Advanced	Studies	at	Australian	National	University.	Page	3	While	the	dynamic-strategy	model	will	be	discussed	in	detail	in	the	chapters
that	follow,	a	brief	overview	at	the	outset	will	provide	the	necessary	perspective.	The	model,	which	is	self-starting	and	self-sustaining,	is	built	around	a	dynamic	mechanism	that	generates	both	strategic	confidence	and	strategic	demand	for	new	units	of	capital,	labour,	materials,	ideas,	and	institutions.	It	is	a	model	capable	of	generating	fluctuations	of
a	shortrun	(3	to	10	years),	longrun	(20–60	years)	and	very	longrun	(300	years)	nature.	It	can	explain	why	some	societies	have	been	successful	and	others	have	stagnated	and	collapsed.	It	can	show	how	political	systems	are	transformed	to	accommodate	changes	in	this	fundamental	dynamic	mechanism.	It	can	make	sensible	predictions	about	the	future
in	both	the	short	and	long	term.	And	it	can	generate	far-reaching	policy	measures.	Institutional	subscriptions	Unable	to	display	preview.	Download	preview	PDF.	As	in	Biology,	anatomy	is	separated	from	physiology	in	the	same	way	“Auguste	comte”	made	distinction	between	social	static	and	social	dynamic,	in	sociology.	Social	static	and	social
dynamic	are	not	two	distinct	fact	but	are	the	components	of	a	theory.	The	prime	focus	of	social	static	is	the	study	of,	social	order	and	structure	of	society.	Whereas	social	dynamic	focus	on	the	study	of	social	progress	and	social	change	in	society.	Social	static	comprehend	the	contemporary	social	structure	of	the	society.	It	emphasis	on	the	different
parts	of	social	system,	its	functions	and	the	interrelation	amongst	the	functioning	parts	of	society,	which	helps	the	society	to	function	as	whole.	Comte	was	interested	in	determining	the	interdependence	and	relationship	amongst	components	or	parts	of	society,	which	are	universally	required	for	the	being	or	existence	of	society	i.e.	family,	Religion,
language	and	division	of	labor.	Social	dynamic	explains	the	change	and	progress	in	the	society.	His	theory	of	social	progress	was	developed	on	the	basis	of	“Law	of	three	stages”	theological	stage,	metaphysical	stage	and	positive	stage.	Auguste	Comte	view	evolution	of	society	progressive,	as	the	society	evolve	the	cumulative	intellectual	level	of
individuals	living	in	a	society	enhances.		Comte	research	on	the	evolution	of	society	was	Western	Europe	centric.	His	objective	was	to	build	a	natural	science	of	society,	which	describes	past	development	of	human	society	and	forecast	its	future.	Characteristics	of	Social	Static	•	Social	static	studies	the	conditions	of	social	order.	•	It	deals	with	the
contemporary	structure	of	the	society.	•	It	is	concerned	with	the	study	of	social	stability	and	social	order	•	It	analyses	the	rules	and	regulation,	contemporary	laws	and	condition	of	society	•	It	examine	the	relationship	between	the	different	parts	of	social	structure,	that	how	one	part	affect	the	other.	•	It	determine	the	effects	of	laws	on	the	society.	•
Family	is	considered	as	the	basic	unit	of	society.	Given	below	are	the	three	factors	of	social	static.	•	Language;	is	the	component	which	unify	individuals	in	society	and	help	in	sustaining	social	order.	•	Religion;	guide	the	individual,	how	to	behave	in	a	society,	which	is	considered	to	be	the	core	component	of	social	order.	•	Division	of	labor;	it	is
important	for	the	prosperity	of	state	because	it	create	sense	of	interdependence	amongst	individuals	Characteristics	of	Social	Dynamic	•	It	is	the	study	of	the	social	change	and	progress	•	Progress	refer	to	the	development	of	the	order	in	society,	therefore	social	static	and	social	dynamic	are	correlated.	•	Social	dynamic	initiate,	when	function	of
society	institution	change.	•	It	explains	the	crucial	and	successive	stages	of	individuals	mind	and	society.	•	Social	change	occurs	in	every	aspect	of	society,	moral,	physical	and	intellectual	•	All	the	institutions	of	society	are	integrated	and	interrelated,	which	work	harmoniously	and	contribute	in	the	functioning	of	society	as	whole.		According	to
Auguste	Comte,	social	statics	study	social	structure,	its	constituent	parts,	and	their	interactions	in	maintaining	social	order.	Therefore,	the	study	of	current	social	situations	as	they	are	studied	using	a	theory	of	social	order	is	known	as	social	statics.Comte	distinguished	between	social	dynamics	and	social	statics.	Social	statics	examines	the	interactions
between	the	constituent	social	structures	that	make	up	a	social	system	and	their	functional	connections	to	one	another	and	the	social	system	in	general.	Since	family,		language,	religion,	and	the	division	of	labor	are	all	social	phenomena	that	affect	people	collectively,	Comte	also	concentrated	his	social	statics	on	the	individualistic	level.It	is	a
framework	for	sociology	that	focuses	on	the	distinctive	features	of	societies	and	social	systems	in	abstract	instead	of	empirical	terms.	Social	statics	is	an	offshoot	of	social	physics	that	interacts	with	the	fundamental	laws	of	the	social	order	and	the	equilibrium	of	powers	in	a	functional	and	stable	society.It	is	the	examination	of	social	structures	in	the
given	moment.	It	investigates	human	cultures	as	they	are	at	a	particular	era	and	relative	stage	of	development.Three	different	social	statics	levelsUnderstanding	social	evolution	requires	knowledge	of	social	statics.	Social	statics	exist	on	three	levels:	individual,	family,	and	society.A.	IndividualIt	is	possible	to	learn	about	the	nature	of	the	idea	of	“man”
if	researchers	assume	certain	things	about	it.	To	begin	with,	it	is	conceivable	to	develop	a	theory	of	human	intelligence	and	morality	from	the	standpoint	of	biology	and	as	a	species.	One	of	a	man’s	most	significant	attributes	is	that	emotions	outweigh	intellect.	In	general,	people	are	not	equal.B.	FamilyIn	his	opinion,	the	family	is	the	social	unit	rather
than	the	individual.	A	family	grows	into	a	tribe,	which	subsequently	develops	into	a	country.	Monogamy	is	the	default	state	of	family	life	in	human	civilization,	yet	humans	have	reached	this	point	by	following	polygyny	or	polyandry.	The	notion	of	the	family	depends	on	two	factors.	First,	the	institutionalized	marriage	system	regulates	the	physical
intimacy	of	interactions	between	men	and	women.	The	second	is	the	bond	between	parents	and	children,	which	is	how	people	learn	to	be	disciplined.C.	SocietyFor	Comte,	functional	specialization	in	society	happens	as	if	it	were	established	law.			However,	interpersonal	harmony	is	essential	to	society.	Individual	collaboration	is	at	a	low	degree	in	a
primitive	civilization.	With	the	growth	of	society,	so	does	the	degree	of	cooperation.	Social	statics	are	produced	by	the	division	of	labor	and	employment,	governmental	structure,	and	other	factors.Comte’s	concept	of	social	statics	vividly	highlights	the	foundational	ideas	of	sociology,	which	are	still	essential	and	up	for	debate	today.	The	majority	of
influential	sociologists	begin	by	forming	assumptions	about	people	and	society.	Family	is	crucial	to	developing	the	bond	between	a	person	and	society	since	it	serves	as	their	common	ground.According	to	Comte,	society	takes	precedence	over	the	individual	and	the	family,	giving	sociology	its	focus.	However,	at	the	same	time,	social	order	develops	into
the	fundamental	direction	of	sociological	imagination.	The	idea	that	there	is	something	different	from	politics	and	economics	that	may	be	labeled	“social”	has	led	to	the	discussion	of	what	sustains	order	in	society	within	the	evolutionary	framework	of	development.	The	more	people	discuss	this,	the	more	it	becomes	evident.	Therefore,	understanding
his	opinions	on	the	social	circumstances	under	which	he	formed	the	law	is	crucial.Features	of	Social	StaticsA.	The	study	of	the	circumstances	and	prerequisites	of	social	order	is	referred	to	as	social	statics.B.	It	focuses	on	the	examination	of	significant	institutions	that	maintain	social	order.	For	example,	consider	the	family,	which	plays	an	essential
role	in	the	social	system.	It	serves	as	the	foundation	for	societal	growth	and	social	order.C.	It	examines	the	society’s	existing	state,	including	its	laws,	regulations,	and	circumstances.	Then,	it	looks	at	how	these	laws	and	regulations	currently	impact	the	community.D.	It	looks	at	how	the	different	parts	of	the	social	system	work	together	and	how	they
affect	each	other.E.	There	are	three	tiers	of	society:	the	individual,	the	family,	and	the	social	group.	The	family	is	the	fundamental	social	structure.F.	It	is	concerned	with	how	society	is	currently	constituted.	Therefore,	it	refers	to	the	current	circumstances	as	it	is	being	previewed.G.	It	investigates	topics	related	to	societal	order	and	stability.Factors	of
Social	StaticsAuguste	Comte	rejects	the	idea	of	seeing	individuals	as	the	foundation	of	society.	It	is	incorrect	to	infer	human	social	inclinations	from	his	utilitarian	concerns	since	doing	so	renders	social	states	unachievable.	Instead,	he	views	the	family	as	the	fundamental	and	foundational	unit	of	society	and	permits	its	downsizing	to	a	couple	if
required.	Family	is	the	foundation	of	a	social	feeling	that	creates	stability	because	it	controls	an	individual’s	egoistic	tendency	and	helps	him	adapt	to	society.Families	are	compared	to	elements	in	his	theory	of	the	collective	body,	groups	and	classes	to	tissues,	and	towns	and	cities	to	organs.	Finally,	Comte	completed	his	arguments	by	asserting	that
language,	religion,	and	the	division	of	labor	serve	as	society’s	uniting	or	binding	factors	while	also	being	aware	of	the	limits	of	such	analogies.He	identifies	the	three	main	constituents	of	stability:	language,	religion,	and	the	division	of	labor.A.	LanguageLanguage	is	vital	for	connecting	community	members	because	it	is	the	“easiest	and	most	prevalent
form	of	communication.”	Generational	communication	often	takes	place	through	language.	It	aids	in	passing	on	to	the	younger	generations	the	knowledge	and	abilities	of	the	older	generation,	giving	them	a	foundation	from	which	to	advance.	It	is	a	method	of	preserving	ideas	and	culture	for	future	generations.	It	is	impossible	to	achieve	unity	and
social	order	without	a	shared	language.B.	ReligionReligion	serves	as	a	“positive	guide,”	unifying	society	around	a	few	core	values,	making	up	for	the	limitations	of	language.	It	keeps	society	together	by	upholding	morality	and	preventing	it	from	disintegrating	due	to	individual	differences.	It	serves	as	a	behavioral	guide	and	is	the	foundation	of	social
order.C.	Division	of	LaborAlthough	work	unites	society	based	on	the	“similarity	of	classes,”	it	is	believed	that	it	would	distance	men	from	the	general	populace	since	they	are	more	motivated	by	their	interests	than	by	the	community.	At	this	stage,	men	become	more	aware	of	their	wants	and	flimsily	connect	them	to	societal	demands.	It	fosters	societal
interconnectedness,	so	it	is	crucial	for	state	collaboration	and	cooperation	success.Comte’s	Implicit	Model	of	Social	Statics	Social	systems	become	more	distinct	as	they	evolve,	preserving	their	integration	like	all	living	things.		With	this	understanding	of	the	social	organization,	Comte	came	to	the	same	issue	that	Adam	Smith	had	first	and	forcefully
raised:	How	is	integration	among	components	preserved	despite	growing	functional	differentiation?Comte’s	suggested	solution	to	this	issue	shows	a	lot	about	his	perspective	on	the	upkeep	of	social	order.	First,	the	concentration	of	authority	within	the	government	mitigates	the	potentially	destabilizing	effects	of	social	distinction,	ensuring	smooth
coordination	between	system	components.Second,	government	efforts	must	go	beyond	the	“material”	and	include	the	“intellectual	and	moral.”		Thus,	the	reciprocal	reliance	of	system	components	on	one	another,	the	centralization	of	power	to	coordinate	exchanges	among	elements,	and	the	growth	of	a	shared	morality	or	spirit	among	population
members	all	contribute	to	the	maintenance	of	the	human	social	structure.	Pathological	states	are	more	likely	to	develop	to	the	degree	that	distinguishing	systems	cannot	satisfy	these	requirements.Comte	claimed	that	by	providing	this	analysis,	he	had	discovered	numerous	laws	of	social	statics	because	he	held	that	preserving	the	social	order	was
dependent	upon	divergence,	the	concentration	of	power,	and	the	emergence	of	shared	morality.Although	he	did	not	go	very	far	with	his	analysis,	he	gave	Herbert	Spencer	and	Emile	Durkheim	one	of	the	fundamental	theoretical	issues	in	sociology	and	the	general	outline	of	the	solution.	Social	Statics	and	Social	DynamicsDefinition	of	Social
StaticSocial	statics	is	the	study	of	the	conditions	of	society’s	existence	at	any	given	moment	which	is	analyzed	by	means	of	a	theory	of	social	order.Definition	of	Social	DynamicSocial	dynamics	is	the	study	of	continuous	movements	in	social	phenomena	through	time	by	means	of	a	theory	of	social	progress.Auguste	Comte’s	concepts	of	Social	Statics	and
Social	DynamicsAccording	to	Comte,	every	science	passes	through	these	three	stages.	The	progress	of	human	mind	points	toward	the	existence	of	general	intellect.	Since	humans	form	one	species,	the	human	mind/intellect	progresses	in	a	common	way	in	all	conditions	and	areas.	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	Comte	constructs	the	progress	of	human
mind	on	the	basis	of	the	commonness	of	species	being.	He	goes	on	to	apply	the	Law	of	Three	Stages	to	human	life	as	such.	He	is	of	the	view	that	if	a	person	introspects	into	his/her	life,	then	he/she	would	find	that	in	childhood	he/she	was	theological,	in	youth	metaphysical,	and	in	the	middle	age,	he/she	becomes	a	natural	philosopher.	Besides	these
facts,	there	are	other	theoretical	reasons	in	support	of	the	Law	of	Three	Stages.	In	the	absence	of	the	foundation	provided	by	theological	concepts,	in	the	beginning,	it	was	impossible	to	observe	facts	without	theory	as	well	as	develop	theory	without	facts.	In	many	ways,	the	relation	between	facts	and	theories	is	mediated	by	personal	observation	and
experiences.In	the	first	volume	of	his	book,	Comte	provides	the	above-mentioned	outline	of	his	theoretical	paradigm	and	goes	on	to	elaborate	on	these	stages	in	the	second	volume.	However,	it	is	essential	to	first	discuss	two	more	of	Comte’s	concepts	to	obtain	a	better	understanding	of	the	Law:	social	statics	and	social	dynamics.Social	statics	is	the
precondition	for	understanding	social	evolution.	There	are	three	levels	of	social	statics,	namely,	individual,	family	and	society.Assuming	man	as	a	concept,	one	may	proceed	to	understand	its	characteristics.	To	begin	with,	as	a	species	and	from	the	perspective	of	biology	it	is	possible	to	construct	a	theory	of	man’s	intellect	and	morality.	However,	one	of
the	most	important	characteristics	of	man	is	that	emotions	dominate	over	intellect.	Humans	are	not	generally	equal.From	the	individual,	Comte	moves	to	family.	He	is	clear	in	his	views	that	instead	of	individual,	family	is	the	social	unit.	Family	expands	into	a	tribe	and	then	takes	the	form	of	a	nation.	In	human	society,	the	natural	condition	of	family	life
is	monogamy,	but	society	has	reached	this	stage	by	passing	through	polygyny	or	polyandry.	Two	elements	of	family	are	central	to	its	understanding.	First,	sexual	relationships	between	man	and	woman	are	regulated	through	the	established	institution	of	marriage.	Second,	the	relationship	between	parents	and	children,	through	which	a	person	learns
discipline.The	priority	of	society	over	family	occurs	due	to	many	reasons,	but	for	Comte	functional	specialisation	in	society	occurs	like	established	law.	However,	society	depends	on	the	cooperation	among	individuals.	In	a	tribal	society,	cooperation	among	individuals	is	of	a	low	level.	The	level	of	cooperation	increases	together	with	the	expansion	of
society.	Division	of	employment	and	work,	structure	of	the	government,	etc.,	create	social	statics.Comte’s	notion	of	social	statics	clearly	brings	out	the	fundamentals	of	sociology,	which	have	remained	relevant	and	are	subject	to	discussion	even	today.	Most	major	sociologists	start	with	building	premises	about	individuals	and	society.	Family	is
inseparable	from	the	construction	of	the	relationship	between	individual	and	society,	for	it	is	regarded	as	the	mediating	element	between	the	two.	In	Comte’s	view,	society	gets	priority	over	both	individual	and	family,	which	provides	the	subject	matter	of	sociology.	At	the	same	time,	however,	social	order	becomes	the	basic	orientation	of	sociological
imagination.	What	maintains	order	in	society	within	the	evolutionary	framework	of	progress	has	led	to	the	argument	that	there	is	something	distinct	from	polity	and	economy	that	may	be	christened	‘social’.	This	issue	becomes	clearer	as	the	discussion	proceeds.	At	this	stage,	it	is	important	to	understand	his	views	on	the	social	dynamics	in	which	he
developed	the	Law.Another	name	for	social	dynamics	is	the	theory	of	natural	progress	in	human	society.	To	understand	social	dynamics,	it	is	important	to	examine	the	direction	of	social	development	of	man.	The	development	of	civilization	is	a	result	of	man’s	action	on	nature,	the	purpose	of	which	is	existence.	Comte	points	out	that	existence	is	the
major	purpose	for	man	and	as	a	result,	it	becomes	important	for	man	to	control	the	powerful	sexual	instinct	of	primitive	society.	There	is	continuous	struggle	in	man	between	his	animal	and	human	instincts.	The	consequence	of	this	struggle	is	the	birth	of	emotions,	intellect	and	morality.	There	are	three	dimensions	of	social	dynamics	underlying	the
progress	of	society.	These	are:	rate	of	progress,	duration	of	human	life,	increase	of	population	and	order	of	evolution.In	his	delineation	of	the	rate	of	progress,	Comte	identifies	primary	and	secondary	forces	that	influence	the	pace	of	evolution	of	society.	Among	the	primary	influences,	he	identifies	natural	conditions,	which	are	further	shaped	by
regional	and	environmental	changes.	One	of	the	various	secondary	but	permanent	influences	is	ennui	which	affects	the	rate	of	human	development.	According	to	Comte,	it	is	important	that,	unlike	animals	that	are	confined	to	physical	activity,	humans	must	find	fullest	expression	of	their	mental	faculties.	Man	cannot	be	happy	without	the	exercise	of
his	mental	faculties.It	should	be	understood	in	two	ways.	First,	no	other	person	can	fulfil	the	intellectual	goal	of	a	man,	because	two	persons	have	different	intellects.	Human	life	is	not	long	enough	to	complete	his	goal	during	his	lifetime.	Second,	individual	life	is	similar	to	social	life.	One	replaces	the	other	imperceptibly.	Old	must	be	replaced	by	the
new.It	may	be	regarded	as	the	most	important	factor	in	the	transformation	of	society.	No	attempt	is	generally	made	to	highlight	this	aspect	of	Comte’s	contribution	to	our	understanding	of	social	dynamism.	As	we	shall	see	later	in	the	discussion	of	Spencer,	Durkheim	and	Marx	as	well,	great	importance	is	attached	to	the	increase	in	the	population	of
society.	According	to	Comte,	with	the	natural	increase	of	population,	there	is	an	emergence	of	division	of	labour	that	cannot	take	place	with	size	of	the	population	being	small.	As	a	result	of	the	increase	in	population,	man	has	to	use	his	mind	for	existence,	the	consequence	of	which	leads	to	social	progress.Order	of	social	evolution:	Sociologically
significant	premise	that	again	betrays	the	influence	of	biology	is	the	interconnectedness	of	various	parts	of	society.	Despite	this	interconnectedness	among	various	parts	of	the	society	(remember	the	interconnectedness	of	various	parts	of	the	body),	one	part/aspect	is	more	prominent/dominant	than	others	(the	same	as	in	the	case	of	parts	of	the	body)
through	the	other	parts	act	upon	and	influence	it.	Comte	gives	priority	to	human	intellect	over	all	other	parts/dimensions.	Thus	for	him,	the	order	of	evolution	could	be	understood	in	terms	of	the	emergence	and	establishment	of	qualitatively	distinct	elements	of	human	intellect.By	basing	his	theory	of	evolution	on	the	development	of	human	intellect	he
gives	a	definite	direction	to	his	philosophy,	which	is	essentially	idealistic.	Since	stages	in	the	development	of	society	correspond	with	those	of	intellect/ideas,	Comte’s	notion	of	social	dynamics	becomes	inseparable	from	the	emergence	and	growth	of	ideas.ReferencesJudge,	P.	S.	(2012).	Foundations	of	Classical	Sociological	Theory:	Functionalism,
Conflict	and	Action.	Dorling	Kindersley	(India)	Pvt.	Limited,	Licencees	of	Pearson	Education	in	South	Asia.	Tags	Sociological	Theories		Sociology,	as	a	discipline,	seeks	to	understand	and	analyze	the	complex	web	of	social	relationships	that	shape	human	behavior	and	society.	Two	fundamental	concepts	that	form	the	bedrock	of	sociological	thought	are
"Social	Statics"	and	"Social	Dynamics,"	first	introduced	by	Auguste	Comte,	a	prominent	French	philosopher	and	sociologist	in	the	19th	century.	These	concepts	provide	a	framework	for	examining	the	structure	and	processes	of	society,	offering	insights	into	the	stability	and	change	that	characterize	human	social	life.Social	Statics:Social	statics	refers
to	the	study	of	the	structural	elements	and	institutions	that	make	up	a	society	at	a	given	point	in	time.	It	focuses	on	the	stable	and	enduring	aspects	of	social	life,	emphasizing	the	patterns	and	relationships	that	contribute	to	the	cohesion	and	order	of	a	community.	Social	statics	seeks	to	answer	questions	about	the	nature	of	social	order,	the
institutions	that	define	society,	and	the	roles	individuals	play	within	these	structures.1.	Social	Order:Social	order	is	a	central	theme	within	social	statics.	It	examines	how	individuals	and	groups	organize	themselves	to	maintain	stability	and	coherence	in	society.	Social	institutions,	such	as	family,	education,	religion,	and	government,	are	crucial
components	of	social	order.	These	institutions	provide	a	framework	for	social	interaction,	defining	roles,	norms,	and	values	that	guide	individuals'	behavior.2.	Institutions:Social	statics	delves	into	the	study	of	institutions,	which	are	the	established	patterns	of	behavior	and	relationships	that	fulfill	specific	social	functions.	Institutions	serve	as	the
building	blocks	of	society,	shaping	the	way	individuals	interact	and	form	communities.	For	example,	the	institution	of	family	establishes	norms	and	roles	related	to	parenting,	marriage,	and	kinship,	contributing	to	the	stability	of	the	social	structure.3.	Roles	and	Norms:Another	key	aspect	of	social	statics	is	the	examination	of	social	roles	and	norms.
Roles	represent	the	expected	behaviors	and	responsibilities	associated	with	a	particular	position	in	society,	while	norms	are	the	accepted	standards	of	behavior	within	a	community.	These	elements	provide	a	framework	for	social	interaction,	fostering	a	sense	of	predictability	and	order.4.	Stability	and	Equilibrium:Social	statics	suggests	that	societies
tend	to	seek	stability	and	equilibrium.	This	stability	arises	from	the	interdependence	of	various	social	elements	and	their	ability	to	adapt	to	changing	circumstances	while	maintaining	fundamental	structures.	Social	institutions	and	norms	act	as	stabilizing	forces,	contributing	to	the	overall	cohesion	of	society.5.	Conservatism:Social	statics	often	reflects
a	conservative	perspective,	as	it	emphasizes	the	importance	of	maintaining	existing	social	structures.	This	perspective	sees	stability	and	order	as	essential	for	the	well-being	of	society,	and	any	disruptions	are	viewed	with	caution.	However,	it's	important	to	note	that	social	statics	doesn't	advocate	for	the	preservation	of	all	aspects	of	a	society	but
rather	for	a	thoughtful	examination	of	the	consequences	of	change.Social	Dynamics:While	social	statics	examines	the	stable	elements	of	society,	social	dynamics	focuses	on	the	processes	and	mechanisms	that	lead	to	social	change	and	development	over	time.	Social	dynamics	recognizes	that	societies	are	not	static	entities	but	are	in	a	constant	state	of
flux,	evolving	in	response	to	internal	and	external	influences.1.	Social	Change:Social	dynamics	is	concerned	with	understanding	the	forces	that	drive	social	change.	This	change	can	result	from	various	factors,	including	technological	advancements,	economic	shifts,	cultural	transformations,	and	political	developments.	Social	dynamics	explores	how
these	forces	interact	and	contribute	to	the	evolution	of	societies.2.	Conflict	and	Cooperation:The	concept	of	social	dynamics	acknowledges	the	existence	of	conflict	and	cooperation	as	driving	forces	behind	social	change.	Conflicts	arise	when	different	groups	within	society	have	competing	interests,	and	the	resolution	of	these	conflicts	often	leads	to
shifts	in	power,	values,	and	institutions.	Cooperation,	on	the	other	hand,	fosters	collective	action	and	can	contribute	to	positive	social	change.3.	Development	and	Progress:Social	dynamics	is	concerned	with	the	idea	of	societal	development	and	progress.	It	explores	how	societies	advance	over	time,	both	in	terms	of	material	conditions	and	cultural
achievements.	Technological	innovations,	scientific	discoveries,	and	changes	in	social	attitudes	are	all	factors	that	contribute	to	the	dynamic	nature	of	societies.4.	Adaptation	and	Innovation:An	essential	aspect	of	social	dynamics	is	the	concept	of	adaptation	and	innovation.	Societies	must	adapt	to	changing	circumstances,	and	innovation	plays	a	key
role	in	this	process.	New	ideas,	technologies,	and	social	practices	emerge,	challenging	existing	norms	and	structures	and	paving	the	way	for	social	transformation.5.	Unpredictability	and	Complexity:Unlike	the	more	stable	and	predictable	nature	of	social	statics,	social	dynamics	recognizes	the	unpredictability	and	complexity	of	social	processes.	The
interconnectedness	of	various	elements	in	society	makes	it	challenging	to	predict	the	outcomes	of	specific	changes,	emphasizing	the	need	for	a	nuanced	understanding	of	social	dynamics.Integrating	Social	Statics	and	Social	Dynamics:While	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	are	often	presented	as	distinct	concepts,	they	are	interconnected	and
mutually	influential.	Societies	exhibit	both	stability	and	change	simultaneously,	and	understanding	one	aspect	enhances	our	comprehension	of	the	other.	A	dynamic	society	requires	stable	structures	to	provide	a	foundation	for	change,	while	static	elements	contribute	to	the	continuity	and	coherence	necessary	for	societal	functioning.1.	Evolutionary
Perspective:An	evolutionary	perspective	integrates	social	statics	and	dynamics	by	recognizing	that	societies	evolve	over	time.	Social	structures	and	institutions	may	endure,	providing	stability,	but	they	also	undergo	transformations	in	response	to	changing	circumstances.	This	perspective	allows	for	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	the	interplay
between	continuity	and	change	in	the	development	of	societies.2.	Functionalism:Functionalism,	a	prominent	sociological	perspective,	incorporates	elements	of	both	social	statics	and	social	dynamics.	It	views	society	as	a	system	of	interconnected	parts	that	work	together	to	maintain	stability	(statics)	while	acknowledging	the	need	for	adaptation	and
change	(dynamics).	Functionalism	emphasizes	the	functions	of	social	institutions	in	contributing	to	the	overall	well-being	of	society.3.	Conflict	Theory:Conflict	theory,	another	influential	perspective,	places	a	strong	emphasis	on	social	dynamics	and	the	role	of	conflict	in	driving	social	change.	It	highlights	the	tensions	and	power	struggles	within
society,	challenging	existing	structures	and	advocating	for	a	more	equitable	distribution	of	resources	and	opportunities.4.	Symbolic	Interactionism:Symbolic	interactionism,	focusing	on	the	micro-level	interactions	between	individuals,	contributes	to	the	understanding	of	social	dynamics	by	examining	how	shared	meanings	and	symbols	influence	social
change.	It	emphasizes	the	role	of	individual	agency	in	shaping	societal	processes.Conclusion:In	conclusion,	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	provide	a	comprehensive	framework	for	understanding	the	complexities	of	human	societies.	Social	statics	directs	attention	to	the	stable	structures	and	institutions	that	form	the	foundation	of	society,
emphasizing	order,	stability,	and	continuity.	Social	dynamics,	on	the	other	hand,	explores	the	processes	and	mechanisms	that	lead	to	social	change,	recognizing	the	dynamic	and	evolving	nature	of	societies.The	interplay	between	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	is	essential	for	a	holistic	understanding	of	sociology.	Societies	require	both	stability	and
change	to	thrive,	and	the	dynamic	tension	between	these	two	aspects	is	a	driving	force	behind	the	continuous	evolution	of	human	societies.	As	we	navigate	the	complexities	of	the	modern	world,	the	insights	gained	from	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	remain	invaluable	for	unraveling	the	intricacies	of	social	life.	Social	DynamicsThe	“laws	of
succession,”	or	the	patterns	of	transformation	of	social	systems	through	time,	are	the	subject	of	the	study	of	social	dynamics.	In	this	setting,	Comte	developed	the	specifics	of	his	rule	of	the	three	stages,	which	states	that	idea	systems	and	the	socio-structural	arrangements	that	correspond	to	them	have	been	through	three	phases:	the	theological,	the
metaphysical,	and	the	positivistic.Social	dynamics	is	a	method	of	sociology	that	focuses	on	the	empirical	study	of	communities	and	social	institutions	in	the	processes	of	change	across	time.	Social	dynamics	is	a	subfield	of	social	physics	that	deals	with	the	laws,	causes,	and	phenomena	of	social	change	and	progress.	The	reasons	and	processes	driving
change	in	any	social	group	are	the	primary	concern	of	this	topic.	Building	on	systems	theory	and	sociology,	social	dynamics	is	a	method	of	studying	societies	that	draws	inspiration	from	mathematics.Social	dynamics	examine	all	the	factors	that	might	alter	a	social	group.	It	studies	a	society’s	capacity	to	respond	to	internal	and	external	changes	and
manage	its	control	systems.	It	addresses	the	social	processes	that	lead	to	conflict	or	change	and	the	facets	of	social	life	that	influence	institutional	growth	and	social	change.Comte	gave	more	weight	to	research	on	social	dynamics,	sometimes	known	as	social	change.	The	dynamical	approach,	which	more	clearly	distinguishes	itself	from	biology	by
emphasizing	continual	growth	or,	more	precisely,	the	ongoing	evolution	of	humankind,	is	more	intriguing	and	philosophical.Studying	and	identifying	links	between	these	facets	of	society	as	they	were	and	evolved	in	various	societies	throughout	history	comprised	dynamics	in	sociology.	It	consisted	of	a	study	of	the	variations	of	civilizations	now	present
globally.	The	main	focus	of	social	statics	is	analysis.	Social	dynamics	is	primarily	an	empirical	field.	Dynamics	uses	statics	analysis	to	investigate	real-world	societies.Main	Features	of	Social	DynamicsA.	Social	dynamics	describes	the	pattern	of	advanced	development	in	which	the	progression	of	events	is	required	and	inevitable.	The	word	“progress”
refers	to	society’s	orderly	growth	following	natural	law.	As	a	result,	statics	and	dynamics,	or	order	and	development,	are	tied	together.B.	Social	dynamics	should	depend	on	historical	viewpoints	to	understand	social	development	and	growth.	As	a	result,	social	dynamics	may	be	discovered	in	society’s	physical,	moral,	and	intellectual	facets.	The
intellectual,	however,	is	the	most	significant.C.	Social	dynamics,	in	Comte’s	view,	define	the	critical	and	sequential	phases	of	society’s	and	the	human	mind’s	evolution.	Furthermore,	it	is	only	natural	for	social	systems,	like	institutions,	to	be	interconnected	and	reliant	on	one	another	to	function	as	a	harmonic	whole.D.	Dynamics	starts	when	the	social
institutions’	roles	are	modified	or	changed.	The	analysis	of	the	social	transformation	process	is	where	it	all	starts.	As	a	result,	it	is	interested	in	the	issue	of	social	progress	and	advancement.Three	dimensions	of	social	dynamicsThe	notion	of	natural	progress	in	human	society	is	an	alternative	term	for	social	dynamics.	Examining	the	path	of	man’s	social
evolution	is	crucial	for	comprehending	social	dynamics.	Man’s	intervention	in	nature,	whose	goal	is	existence,	has	led	to	the	growth	of	civilization.According	to	Comte,	man’s	primary	goal	is	existence;	hence,	he	must	restrain	the	solid	carnal	instincts	of	primitive	civilization.	Between	his	animal	and	human	tendencies,	man	is	constantly	at	war.
Emotions,	intelligence,	and	morality	are	the	products	of	this	conflict.	Some	aspects	of	social	dynamics	underpin	the	development	of	society.	These	include	the	pace	of	development,	the	average	lifespan	of	a	person,	population	growth,	and	the	sequence	of	evolution.Rate	of	progressComte	distinguishes	between	fundamental	and	secondary	causes	that
affect	how	quickly	society	develops	in	his	definition	of	the	rate	of	development.	He	names	natural	circumstances	as	one	of	the	main	factors,	which	are	further	modified	by	local	and	environmental	changes.	The	pace	of	human	growth	is	impacted	by	ennui,	one	of	several	persistent	but	secondary	factors.	For	humans	to	fully	exhibit	their	mental	powers,
as	opposed	to	other	animals	who	are	limited	to	physical	activity,	Comte	argues	that	this	is	crucial.	Without	using	his	intellect,	a	man	cannot	be	content.Human	Life	spanThere	are	two	ways	it	can	be	interpreted.	First,	because	two	people	have	distinct	intelligence,	no	one	else	can	achieve	the	intellectual	objectives	of	a	man.	The	average	person’s
lifespan	is	too	short	of	accomplishing	their	diverse	goals	in	their	lifetime.	Second,	personal	life	and	social	life	are	comparable.	Invisibly,	one	takes	the	place	of	the	other.	New	must	take	the	place	of	the	old.Population	increaseIt	may	be	considered	the	most	significant	aspect	of	society’s	evolution.	The	review	of	the	works	of	Spencer,	Durkheim,	and
Marx	will	show	that	society	attaches	significance	to	population	growth.	Comte	contends	that	as	a	result	of	population	growth,	a	division	of	labor	emerges	that	would	not	exist	in	a	population	of	a	smaller	size.	Population	growth	forces	man	to	utilize	his	brain	to	survive,	which	has	the	effect	of	advancing	society.Order	of	social	evolutionThe
interdependence	of	diverse	aspects	of	society	is	a	sociologically	crucial	notion	that	again	reveals	biology’s	impact.	Although	different	parts	of	society	are	linked	to	one	another,	much	as	different	portions	of	the	body	are	related,	one	element	or	aspect	of	society	is	more	dominant	than	others	because	other	parts	act	on	and	affect	it.Comte	places	the
human	mind	above	all	other	elements	or	aspects.	Accordingly,	he	believed	that	the	development	and	establishment	of	qualitatively	different	components	of	human	cognition	might	be	used	to	explain	the	sequence	of	evolution.	He	offers	a	clear	direction	to	his	philosophy,	which	is	fundamentally	idealistic,	by	establishing	the	foundation	of	his	theory	of
evolution	on	the	growth	of	human	intelligence.	Comte’s	theory	of	social	dynamics	becomes	inseparable	from	the	birth	and	development	of	ideas	since	social	phases	match	intellectual	stages.	Welcome,	young	minds,	to	the	world	of	sociology!	Today,	let’s	explore	an	engaging	topic:	what	is	the	difference	between	Social	Statics	and	Social	Dynamics.
Imagine	Social	Statics	as	a	snapshot	capturing	the	stable	aspects	of	society,	like	its	structure	and	order.	On	the	other	side,	Social	Dynamics	is	like	a	movie,	showcasing	the	ever	changing	forces	that	shape	society,	such	as	progress	and	conflicts.	Think	of	it	as	understanding	what	stays	the	same	(Statics)	and	what	runs	and	evolves	(Dynamics)	in	the
vibrant	society	of	human	connections.	So,	join	us	on	this	learning	adventure	as	we	solve	the	secrets	of	how	societies	find	balance	and	keep	running	through	time.	Let’s	see	what	is	the	difference	between	social	statics	and	social	dynamics.Unlock	academic	success	with	our	custom	assignment	help	services!	Trust	us	for	reliable	and	custom	solutions
that	set	you	apart	in	your	educational	journey.	Before	seeing	what	is	the	difference	between	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	let	us	understand	their	meaning.	Social	statics	is	a	concept	in	sociology	that	focuses	on	the	structure	and	organization	of	a	society	at	a	particular	point	in	time.	It	examines	the	various	elements	that	make	up	a	society	and
seeks	to	understand	how	they	are	interrelated.	Social	statics	looks	at	the	stable	aspects	of	social	order	and	arrangement	without	considering	changes	over	time.	Here	are	the	top	5	components	of	social	statics:Population:	This	is	like	counting	all	the	players	in	your	game.	It’s	the	total	number	of	people	in	a	group.Structure:	Think	of	it	like	the	way
everyone	is	connected	or	organized	in	the	game.	Are	there	leaders?	Are	there	different	groups	within	the	main	group?Customs:	These	are	like	the	rules	or	traditions	everyone	follows	in	the	game.	For	example,	if	you	always	start	the	game	with	a	certain	phrase	or	if	there	are	specific	ways	to	win.Beliefs:	Imagine	if	everyone	in	the	game	believes	in	fair
play	or	always	being	kind.	These	are	the	shared	ideas	or	values	that	everyone	agrees	on.Function:	This	is	about	what	each	player	does	and	how	they	contribute	to	the	game.	Like	some	players	might	be	really	good	at	certain	tasks,	and	others	might	have	different	roles.See	also		The	Exact	Solution:	Buy	YouTube	Watch	Hours	ServiceBefore	seeing	what
is	the	difference	between	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	let	us	understand	their	meaning.	Social	dynamics,	in	sociology,	is	the	study	of	how	societies	change	and	develop	over	time.	Unlike	social	statics,	which	focuses	on	the	stable	aspects	of	a	society	at	a	given	moment,	social	dynamics	looks	at	the	processes	and	forces	that	drive	social	change.	It
explores	the	patterns,	trends,	and	movements	within	societies,	considering	factors	such	as	cultural	shifts,	technological	advancements,	economic	changes,	and	shifts	in	social	institutions.	Here	are	the	top	5	components	of	social	dynamics:Cultural	Shifts:	Changes	in	the	beliefs,	values,	norms,	and	practices	of	a	society	over	time.	This	could	include
shifts	in	fashion,	language,	art,	and	other	cultural	aspects.Technological	Advancements:	Progress	in	technology	often	leads	to	significant	changes	in	how	people	live	and	interact.	This	includes	innovations	in	communication,	transportation,	and	other	technologies	that	shape	the	dynamics	of	a	society.Economic	Changes:	Transformations	in	the	economy,
such	as	shifts	from	agricultural	to	industrial	or	industrial	to	information-based	economies.	Economic	factors	influence	social	structures,	lifestyles,	and	opportunities.Social	Movements:	Collective	actions	by	groups	of	people	seeking	social,	political,	or	cultural	change.	Social	movements	can	address	issues	like	civil	rights,	environmental	protection,	or
gender	equality,	and	they	play	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	societal	dynamics.Demographic	Shifts:	Changes	in	the	composition	of	a	population	over	time.	This	includes	factors	like	birth	rates,	death	rates,	immigration,	and	aging	populations,	which	can	have	significant	effects	on	social	structures	and	institutions.See	also		105+	Kindness	Project	Ideas
[Updated]It	may	look	like	that	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	are	similar	things.	But	they	are	far	different.	So	let	us	see	what	is	the	difference	between	social	statics	and	social	dynamics:Social	statics	maintains	social	order,	emphasizing	stability.	In	contrast,	social	dynamics,	by	exploring	changes,	may	affect	established	orders,	developing	societal
evolution.	These	contrasting	influences	shape	the	balance	between	continuity	and	transformation	in	societies.Social	statics	emphasize	understanding	present	conditions,	while	social	dynamics	focuses	on	identifying	and	explaining	the	root	causes	of	social	change.	Statics	observe	the	present	situation,	while	dynamics	explores	the	drivers	of
transformation.Social	statics	is	like	looking	at	a	picture	of	how	things	are	in	a	group	at	one	moment,	focusing	on	its	structure.	Social	dynamics	is	like	watching	a	video,	seeing	how	things	change	and	evolve	over	time	in	a	group,	especially	in	fast-changing	modern	societies.Social	statics	focuses	on	what	stays	the	same	in	a	group,	like	its	stable	parts.
Social	dynamics,	on	the	other	hand,	looks	at	what	changes	in	the	group,	like	how	things	evolve	over	time.Example	of	Social	Statics	is	Census	data,	studying	social	structures.	While	examples	of	Social	Dynamics	are	Analyzing	the	impact	of	technological	advancements,	studying	the	effects	of	social	movements.See	also		Types	of	Marketing:	Everything
You	Need	to	Know	AboutBasisSocial	StaticsSocial	DynamicsNature	of	StudyConcerned	with	stability,	structure,	and	order	in	society.Concerned	with	change,	development,	and	evolution	in	society.Time	PerspectiveEmphasizes	a	synchronic	(at	one	time)	perspective.Emphasizes	a	diachronic	(over	time)	perspective.Components	of	StudyFocuses	on
elements	like	population,	structure,	customs,	beliefs,	and	function.Examines	cultural	shifts,	technological	advancements,	economic	changes,	social	movements,	and	demographic	shifts.Analyzing	the	PresentAnalyzes	the	present	state	of	society.Analyzes	how	societies	got	to	their	present	state	and	how	they	may	change	in	the	future.OrientationOriented
towards	understanding	the	structure	and	organization	of	society.Oriented	towards	understanding	the	processes	and	forces	driving	social	change.After	seeing	what	is	the	difference	between	social	statics	and	social	dynamics	let	see	how	both	of	them	are	related	to	each	other.	Here	are	top	5	point	showing	the	relation	between	two:	Social	statics	and
social	dynamics	serve	as	supporting	lenses	in	the	field	of	sociology.	While	statics	focuses	on	the	present	structure	of	a	society,	dynamics	delves	into	its	ongoing	evolution	and	changes	over	time.Together,	they	form	a	strong	analytical	framework	for	understanding	the	complexities	of	societies.	Social	statics	provides	insights	into	the	existing	conditions
and	order,	while	social	dynamics	explores	the	reasons	and	forces	driving	societal	changes.The	concepts	are	interlinked;	the	current	structure	of	a	society,	as	studied	in	social	statics,	can	influence	the	direction	and	nature	of	changes	investigated	in	social	dynamics.	Likewise,	the	dynamics	observed	contribute	to	the	new	static	conditions.Social	statics
capture	a	moment	in	time,	offering	a	snapshot,	while	social	dynamics	extends	the	analysis	over	time,	encompassing	historical	and	ongoing	transformations.	This	enhances	the	depth	of	sociological	insights.By	integrating	static	and	dynamic	perspectives,	sociologists	gain	a	complete	understanding	of	societies.	This	approach	allows	for	an	in	depth
examination	of	a	society’s	current	state	and	its	revolution,	considering	both	stability	and	the	forces	shaping	its	future.In	conclusion,	of	what	is	the	difference	between	Social	Statics	and	Social	Dynamics	is	like	unlocking	the	secrets	of	how	societies	operate.	Social	Statics	is	like	a	image,	capturing	a	moment	in	time	to	examine	the	stable	aspects	of	a
society	–	think	of	it	as	a	group	photo	capturing	everyone’s	position	and	roles.	On	the	other	hand,	Social	Dynamics	is	like	a	movie,	showing	how	societies	change	over	time	by	exploring	cultural	shifts,	technological	advancements,	and	social	movements.	It’s	the	continuous	story	of	societal	evolution.So,	if	Social	Statics	is	the	‘what	stays	the	same,’	then
Social	Dynamics	is	the	‘how	and	why	things	change.’	Together,	they	form	a	powerful	duo,	providing	sociologists	and	curious	minds	with	a	complete	understanding	of	societies.	Just	as	in	biology	it	is	useful	to	separate	anatomy	from	physiology,	so	it	is	desirable	to	make	a	distinction	in	sociology	between	statics	and	dynamics.	"The	distinction	is	not
between	two	classes	of	facts,	but	between	two	aspects	of	theory.	It	corresponds	with	the	double	conception	of	order	and	progress:	for	order	consists	.	.	.	in	a	permanent	harmony	among	the	conditions	of	social	existence,	and	progress	consists	in	social	development."	Order	and	Progress,	statics	and	dynamics,	are	hence	always	correlative	to	each	other.
In	order	to	supplement	his	theory	of	stages,	Comte	set	out	to	investigate	the	foundations	of	social	stability.	"The	statical	study	of	sociology	consists	in	the	investigation	of	the	laws	of	action	and	reaction	of	the	different	parts	of	the	social	system--apart,	for	the	occasion,	from	the	fundamental	movement	which	is	always	gradually	modifying	them."	It
studies	the	balance	of	mutual	relations	of	elements	within	a	social	whole.	There	must	always	be	a	"spontaneous	harmony	between	the	whole	and	the	parts	of	the	social	system."	When	such	harmony	is	lacking,	we	are	confronted	by	a	pathological	case.	When	Comte	deals	with	the	components	of	a	social	system,	he	emphatically	refuses	to	see	individuals
as	elementary	parts.	"The	scientific	spirit	forbids	us	to	regard	society	as	composes	of	individuals.	The	true	social	unit	is	the	family--reduced,	if	necessary,	to	the	elementary	couple	which	forms	its	basis.	.	.	Families	become	tribes	and	tribes	become	nations."	A	social	science	that	takes	as	its	point	of	departure	the	needs	and	propensities	of	individuals	is
bound	to	fail.	In	particular,	it	is	erroneous	to	derive	man's	social	tendencies,	"which	are	now	proved	to	be	inherent	in	his	nature,"	from	utilitarian	considerations.	In	the	early	ages	of	humanity	the	individual	advantages	of	association	were	doubtful.	"It	is	thus	evident	that	the	social	state	would	never	have	existed	if	its	rise	had	depended	on	a	conviction
of	its	individual	utility."	It	is	within	the	family	that	the	elementary	egotistical	propensities	are	curbed	and	harnessed	to	social	purposes.	"It	is	by	the	avenue	[of	the	family]	that	man	comes	forth	from	his	mere	personality,	and	learns	to	live	in	another,	while	obeying	his	most	powerful	instincts."	The	family	is	the	most	elementary	social	unit	and	the
prototype	of	all	other	human	associations,	for	these	evolve	from	family	and	kinship	groups.	"The	collective	organism	is	essentially	composed	of	families	which	are	its	true	elements,	of	classes	and	castes	which	form	its	true	tissue,	and	finally	of	cities	and	townships	which	are	its	true	organs."	Although	Comte	conceived	of	society	by	analogy	with	a
biological	organism,	he	was	aware	of	the	difficulties	that	such	analogical	thinking	brings	in	its	wake.	A	biological	organism	is,	so	to	speak,	encased	in	a	skin	and	hence	has	material	boundaries.	The	body	social,	however,	cannot	be	held	together	by	physical	means,	but	only	by	spiritual	ties.	Hence,	Comte	assigned	central	importance	to	language,	and
above	all,	religion.	Language	is	the	vessel	in	which	the	thought	of	preceding	generations,	the	culture	of	our	ancestors,	is	stored.	By	participating	in	a	linguistic	universe,	we	are	part	of	a	linguistic	community.	Language	binds	us	to	our	fellows	and	at	the	same	time	connects	us	to	the	long	chain	that	links	a	living	community	to	its	remote	ancestors.
Human	society	has	more	dead	than	living	members.	Without	a	common	language	men	could	never	have	attained	solidarity	and	consensus;	without	this	collective	tool	no	social	order	is	possible.	A	common	language	is	indispensable	to	a	human	community,	but	it	is	only	a	medium,	not	a	positive	guide,	to	behavior.	What	is	needed	in	addition	is	a	common
religious	belief.	Religion	furnishes	the	unifying	principle,	the	common	ground	without	which	individual	differences	would	tear	society	apart.	Religion	permits	men	to	overcome	their	egoistic	propensities	and	to	transcend	themselves	in	the	love	of	their	fellow	men.	It	is	the	powerful	cement	that	binds	a	society	together	in	a	common	cult	and	a	common
system	of	beliefs.	Religion	is	at	the	root	of	social	order.	It	is	indispensable	for	making	legitimate	the	commands	of	government.	No	temporal	power	can	endure	without	the	support	of	spiritual	power.	"Every	government	supposes	a	religion	to	consecrate	and	regulate	commandment	and	obedience."	Beyond	language	and	religion,	there	is	a	third	factor
that	links	man	to	his	fellows:	the	division	of	labor.	Men	are	bound	together	by	the	very	distribution	of	their	occupations;	and	it	is	this	distribution	which	causes	the	extent	and	growing	complexity	of	the	social	organism.	The	social	organization	tends	more	and	more	to	rest	on	an	exact	estimate	of	individual	diversities,	by	so	distributing	employments	as
to	appoint	each	one	to	the	destination	he	is	most	fit	for,	from	his	own	nature	.	.	.	,	from	his	education	and	his	position,	and,	in	short,	from	all	his	qualifications;	so	that	all	individual	organizations,	even	the	most	vicious	and	imperfect	.	.	.	,	may	finally	be	made	use	of	for	the	general	good.	Comte	believed	in	principle	that	the	division	of	labor,	while	it
fostered	the	development	of	individual	gifts	and	capacities,	also	contributed	to	human	solidarity	by	creating	in	each	individual	a	sense	of	his	dependence	on	others.	Yet	at	the	same	time,	he	was	perturbed	by	what	he	considered	certain	negative	aspects	of	the	modern	industrial	division	of	labor.	If	the	separation	of	social	functions	develops	a	useful
spirit	of	detail,	on	the	one	hand,	it	tends	on	the	other,	to	extinguish	or	to	restrict	what	we	may	call	the	aggregate	or	general	spirit.	In	the	same	way,	in	moral	relations,	while	each	individual	is	in	close	dependence	on	the	mass,	he	is	drawn	away	from	it	by	the	expansion	of	his	special	activity,	constantly	recalling	him	to	his	private	interest,	which	he	but
very	dimly	perceives	to	be	related	to	the	public.	.	.	.	The	inconveniences	of	the	division	of	functions	increase	with	its	characteristic	advantages.	As	a	result,	Comte	expressed	the	fervent	hope	that	in	the	future	both	temporal	and	spiritual	power	would	unite	"to	keep	up	the	idea	of	the	whole,	and	the	feeling	of	the	common	interconnection."	Comte	always
considered	social	institutions,	whether	language	or	religion	or	the	division	of	labor,	not	so	much	in	their	own	right	as	in	terms	of	the	contribution	they	make	to	the	wider	social	order.	To	this	extent,	he	must	surely	be	regarded	as	one	of	the	earliest	functional	analysts	of	society,	for	he	not	only	considered	the	consequences	social	phenomena	have	on
social	systems,	but	he	stressed	the	interconnectedness	of	all	these	phenomena.	"There	must	always	be	a	spontaneous	harmony	between	the	parts	and	the	whole	of	the	social	system	.	.	.	.	It	is	evident	that	not	only	must	political	institutions	and	social	manners,	on	the	one	hand,	and	manners	and	ideas	on	the	other,	be	always	mutually	connected;	but
further	that	this	consolidated	whole	must	always	be	connected,	by	its	nature,	with	the	corresponding	state	of	the	integral	development	of	humanity."	To	Comte,	the	study	of	social	statics,	that	is,	of	the	conditions	and	preconditions	of	social	order,	was	inevitably	linked	to	the	study	of	social	dynamics,	which	he	equated	with	human	progress	and
evolution.	Though	he	failed	to	specify	this	link	and	to	show	how	it	operated	concretely,	he	reiterated	this	position	in	programmatic	form.	Despite	the	fact	that	it	seemed	desirable	for	methodological	and	heuristic	purposes	to	separate	the	study	of	statics	and	dynamics,	in	empirical	reality	they	were	correlative.	Functional	and	evolutionary	analyses,	far
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