
	

https://peruz.gonujovux.com/413252724519431891796233080639374454467714?nelulokigoxukawodexoredupebijipinobiwabimotekizoritodeligusunimilafiranateraxivaba=vavosuwojuzeriwonudanilusumosafikasimapagudukupibavumibokepajumorejubadaburupupafumobizusabadokezavogelomeriwalogivumamemafumidenegogejesawopikixofetazowozoloxemekazokumazefugitajeregigojegubatevukunaju&utm_term=child+development+observation+checklist+example&mafuweditisezomevedulamituwopejigesifapibarosipinifavisebiluwovex=jixagoretuzonetojuliporigodotijojexefaxuzinukimomijotikivanagemosokogawumatadutijinazepirebegaburoxokutikoxuwivuradezijiwisino
























A	checklist	is	just	what	it	sounds	like:	a	list	that	educators	check	off.	Using	this	method	is	a	little	bit	like	going	bird	watching.	Start	with	a	list	of	items	you	want	to	observe	and	then	check	off	each	item	when	appropriate.	One	popular	choice	for	educators	is	to	use	developmental	checklists	to	record	what	they	have	observed	about	individual	children;
these	developmental	checklists	consist	of	lists	of	skills	from	the	different	developmental	domains	for	a	specific	age	range.	Why	use	checklists?	Checklists	are	quick	and	easy	to	use,	so	they	are	popular	with	educators.	They	can	be	used	to	record	observations	in	virtually	any	situation,	and	do	not	require	the	educator	to	spend	much	time	recording	data;
in	general,	a	few	moments	is	all	it	takes.	One	other	advantage	is	that	there	are	many	different	pre-made	checklists	available	for	use	from	a	variety	of	sources.	For	example,	certain	websites	connected	with	ECE	offer	developmental	checklists	that	educators	can	download	and	print	out.	Educators	can	also	create	a	checklist	that	exactly	meets	their
needs,	depending	on	what	they	want	to	observe	and	record.	How	do	I	use	a	checklist?	As	it	is	such	a	popular	choice	for	educators,	the	example	we	will	present	here	shows	how	to	use	a	developmental	checklist.	These	developmental	checklists	are	generally	used	to	record	observations	of	one	child	at	a	time.	The	list	of	skills	is	targeted	for	a	specific	age
group	(e.g.	12	to	24	months).	They	may	be	divided	into	the	different	developmental	domains	or	focus	only	on	one	aspect	of	a	childs	development.	Once	you	have	chosen	or	created	a	checklist,	you	then	observe	the	child	in	a	variety	of	natural	contexts	and	check	off	all	the	relevant	skills	or	behaviours.	Usually,	there	is	a	space	to	indicate	the	relevant
date(s)	on	the	checklist,	as	this	might	be	an	important	piece	of	data.	As	the	checklist	method	does	not	allow	for	the	recording	of	a	lot	of	qualitative	data,	you	might	choose	to	have	a	column	for	comments.	Sample	checklist	for	language	development:	Two-year-olds	A	blank	checklist	could	look	something	like	this:	Childs	Name:	Alan	Behaviour/Skill	Date
Comments	Communicates	with	gestures	and	pointing	Shakes	head	for	no	Uses	one-	word	sentences	Uses	two-	word	sentences	Names	familiar	objects	Follows	simple	instructions	Enjoys	songs	and	rhymes	Refers	to	self	as	"me"	or	"I"	Once	you	begin	filling	in	the	checklist,	it	will	start	to	look	something	like	this:	Childs	Name:	Alan	Behaviour/Skill	Date
Comments	Communicates	with	gestures	and	pointing	March	9,	2012	Shakes	head	for	no	March	9,	2012	Uses	one-	word	sentences	March	10,	2012	Uses	two-	word	sentences	March	29,	2012	"My	book"	Names	familiar	objects	Follows	simple	instructions	Aprl	15,	2012	Enjoys	songs	and	rhymes	March	5,	2012	Loves	Hokey	Pokey	Refers	to	self	as	"me"	or
"I"	March	20,	2012	Taps	self	on	chest,	says	"Ayan"	Note	that,	in	general,	behaviours	and/or	skills	that	you	have	not	yet	observed,	or	that	the	child	has	not	yet	mastered,	are	left	blank,	so	that	you	can	update	the	checklist	as	needed.	In	some	cases,	you	may	want	to	add	a	comment	like	the	one	in	the	last	box	in	the	sample	above.	In	this	example,	Alans
strategies	for	referring	to	himself	are	significant,	even	if	he	is	not	yet	demonstrating	the	specific	behaviour	from	the	checklist.	Using	a	rating	scale	Sometimes	educators	feel	limited	by	a	checklist	because	this	method	only	allows	the	observer	to	record	if	a	child	uses	a	specific	skill	or	not.	In	this	case,	they	might	choose	to	add	a	rating	scale	to	their
observations.	By	adding	a	rating	scale,	an	educator	can	rate	the	quality,	frequency	or	ease	with	which	a	child	uses	a	certain	skill.	If	you	were	to	add	a	rating	scale	to	your	checklist,	it	might	look	like	this:	Childs	Name:	Alan	Date:	March/April	2012	Behaviour/Skill	Usually	Frequently	Rarely	Never	Comments	Communicates	with	gestures	and	pointing
Shakes	head	for	no	Uses	one-	word	sentences	Uses	two-	word	sentences	Names	familiar	objects	Follows	simple	instructions	Enjoys	songs	and	rhymes	Refers	to	self	as	"me"	or	"I"	Once	you	begin	filling	it	in,	it	could	look	something	like	this:	Childs	Name:	Alan	Date:	March/April	2012	Behaviour/Skill	Usually	Frequently	Rarely	Never	Comments
Communicates	with	gestures	and	pointing	Shakes	head	for	no	Uses	one-	word	sentences	Uses	two-	word	sentences	"My	book"	Names	familiar	objects	Follows	simple	instructions	Enjoys	songs	and	rhymes	Refers	to	self	as	"me"	or	"I"	Taps	self	on	chest,	says	"Ayan"	Click	here	for	exercises	to	help	practise	using	checklists	and	rating	scales.	An	anecdotal
record	(or	anecdote)	is	like	a	short	story	that	educators	use	to	record	a	significant	incident	that	they	have	observed.	Please	see	the	Observing	section	for	a	short	discussion	of	what	educators	might	consider	significant.	Anecdotal	records	are	usually	relatively	short	and	may	contain	descriptions	of	behaviours	and	direct	quotes.	Why	use	anecdotal
records?	Anecdotal	records	are	easy	to	use	and	quick	to	write,	so	they	are	the	most	popular	form	of	record	that	educators	use.	Anecdotal	records	allow	educators	to	record	qualitative	information,	like	details	about	a	childs	specific	behaviour	or	the	conversation	between	two	children.	These	details	can	help	educators	plan	activities,	experiences	and
interventions.	Because	they	can	be	written	after	the	fact,	when	an	educator	is	on	his	break,	for	example,	or	at	the	end	of	the	day,	using	anecdotal	records	allows	the	educator	to	continue	to	work	(this	is	often	referred	to	as	the	participant-observer	role)	without	having	to	stop	to	write	down	his	observations.	How	do	I	write	an	anecdotal	record?
Anecdotal	records	are	written	after	the	fact,	so	use	the	past	tense	when	writing	them	(click	here	to	see	an	Exercise	that	will	help	you	the	3rd	set	of	questions	will	help	you	practice	your	verb	tenses).	Being	positive	and	objective,	and	using	descriptive	language	are	also	important	things	to	keep	in	mind	when	writing	your	anecdotal	records.	Click	here
for	related	exercises.	Remember	that	anecdotal	records	are	like	short	stories;	so	be	sure	to	have	a	beginning,	a	middle	and	an	end	for	each	anecdote.	Sample	anecdotal	records	Anecdotal	record	-	see	clip	Caitlyn	sat	on	the	big	white	chair	looking	at	a	board	book.	She	pointed	to	a	picture	of	a	train,	and	chirped,	Choo	choo!	Anecdotal	record	see	clip
Phoenix	and	Rory	each	piled	up	a	mound	of	snow	in	front	of	them	on	the	picnic	table.	The	girls	began	to	sing,	Happy	birthday	to	me,	happy	birthday	to	me.	When	they	finished	singing,	both	girls	puffed	out	their	cheeks	and	pretended	to	blow	out	the	candles	on	top	of	their	snow	cakes.	Click	here	for	exercises	to	help	practise	writing	anecdotal
records.Observation	checklists	are	a	popular	method	for	educators	to	record	observations	of	individual	children,	focusing	on	skills	from	different	developmental	domains	for	a	specific	age	range.	These	checklists	are	essential	for	planning,	implementing,	and	evaluating	the	effectiveness	of	experiences.	Common	techniques	used	to	gather	objective
observation	evidence	include	running	records,	checklists,	frequency	counts,	and	anecdotal	records.A	childcare	observation	checklist	can	track	various	aspects	such	as	health	and	nutrition,	safety,	caregiver-child	interactions,	parent	partnership	checklists,	and	more.	To	truly	observe	a	child,	educators	must	be	present,	knowledgeable,	inquisitive,	and
intentional.	With	each	observation,	they	will	sharpen	their	skills	and	gain	a	solid	understanding	of	how	children	think,	feel,	and	perceive	the	world.	They	can	identify	challenges	they	face	and	areas	where	they	excel.Observation	checklists	are	a	logically	sequenced	way	to	document	childrens	learning	and	growth.	Teachers	use	anecdotal	records,	audio
and	video	recordings,	checklists,	and	rating	scales	to	evaluate	their	progress	from	one	point	to	another.	Checklists	work	best	when	observers	record	additional	comments	on	the	context	or	when	linked	explicitly	to	other	observations.When	writing	any	child	observation,	it	is	important	to	record	any	behavior	in	a	descriptive	manner.	Observations
should	document	the	details	of	how	children	behave	and	reflect	on	the	development	areas	of	the	observation.	Observation	checklists	assist	an	observer	in	identifying	skill	gaps	and	problem	areas	to	further	improve	teaching	strategies,	classroom	settings,	and	overall	child	development.	Observation	Checklist	for	ToddlersObservation	Checklist	for
Toddlers.	Part	of	the	series:	Caring	for	Babies	&	Toddlers.	Observational	checklists	are	tools	that	youHow	to	write	an	observation	in	childcare?Objective,	factual	written	observations	about	infants	and	toddlers	should	include	descriptions	of	actions,	vocalizations,	language,	facial	expressions,	gestures,	and	creations.	To	be	useful	and	meaningful,
education	staff	should	write	only	what	they	see	and	hear,	avoiding	words	that	communicate	judgment,	are	ambiguous,	or	describe	opinions.	To	ensure	objectivity,	staff	should	consider	whether	they	are	describing	the	childs	behaviors	and	interactions	in	the	same	or	similar	way	that	someone	else	would	describe	them.	For	example,	the	observation
notes	about	8-month-old	Umar	can	help	guide	their	observations.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	are	the	4	steps	of	observation?Bandura	and	colleagues	proposed	a	cognitive	model	for	learning	from	observation,	which	includes	four	processes:	attentional,	retention,	motor	reproduction,	and	motivational.	Attentional	processes	control	the	acquisition
of	modeled	patterns,	while	motor	reproduction	and	incentive	processes	regulate	the	performance	of	observed	responses.	Attentional	processes	regulate	sensory	registration	of	modeled	actions,	retention	processes	convert	transitory	influences	into	enduring	internal	guides	for	memory	representation,	motor	reproduction	processes	move	component
actions	stored	in	memory	into	overt	action	resembling	modeled	behaviors,	and	motivational	processes	determine	whether	behaviors	emerge	as	overt	action.This	model	explains	how	modeled	responses	can	be	imitated	immediately	after	observation	and	can	be	reproduced	later	under	various	circumstances.	After	transforming	modeled	activities	into
images	and	verbal	symbols,	these	memory	codes	can	function	as	guides	for	subsequent	reproduction.	Participants	who	transform	modeled	actions	into	descriptive	words	or	visual	images	achieve	higher	levels	of	observational	learning.What	are	5	examples	of	an	observation?The	scientific	observations	include	the	following:	changes	in	leaves,	wood
burning,	dog	barking,	protein	expression,	and	the	sensation	of	cold	air	upon	opening	the	refrigerator.What	is	the	checklist	method	of	observation	in	childcare?A	checklist,	also	referred	to	as	a	ticklist	or	tick	chart,	is	a	tool	utilized	to	document	observable	behaviors	or	skills	exhibited	by	a	pupil.	These	checklists	focus	on	behaviors	or	skills	that	can	be
easily	observed	in	the	context	of	daily	routines	and	activities.How	do	you	use	the	checklist	method?In	order	to	create	an	effective	checklist,	it	is	essential	to	define	the	tasks	to	be	checked,	determine	the	frequency	and	timing	of	the	checklists	use,	establish	the	stages	where	the	checklist	will	be	applied,	and	specify	the	individuals	responsible	for	each
task.What	are	the	5	Ws	in	observation?The	five	Ws	(who,	what,	when,	where,	and	why)	are	fundamental	to	investigative	writing	and	research,	as	they	direct	the	collection	of	information	about	a	narrative	or	subject	matter.	A	comprehensive	account	is	deemed	to	have	been	achieved	when	all	five	elements	have	been	addressed.(Image	Source:
Pixabay.com)What	is	an	example	of	a	checklist?A	checklist	is	a	job	aid	used	in	repetitive	tasks	to	reduce	failure	by	compensating	for	human	memory	and	attention	limitations.	It	is	used	to	ensure	safety-critical	system	preparations	are	carried	out	correctly	and	in	the	correct	order,	and	in	less	critical	applications	to	ensure	no	step	is	left	out	of	a
procedure.	A	basic	example	is	a	to	do	list,	while	more	advanced	checklists	include	schedules	or	pre-flight	checklists	for	airlines.A	checklists	primary	function	is	documentation	and	auditing	against	the	documentation.	A	well-designed	checklist	can	reduce	the	tendency	to	avoid,	omit,	or	neglect	important	steps	in	any	task.	For	efficiency	and	acceptance,
the	checklist	should	be	easily	readable,	include	only	necessary	checks,	and	be	as	short	as	reasonably	practicable.In	general,	a	checklist	is	a	quality	management	tool	that	aids	in	completing	complex	tasks	correctly	and	completely.	It	aids	in	recall,	provides	a	reminder	of	the	correct	sequence,	and	efficiently	uses	the	operators	knowledge	and	skill	to
ensure	no	critical	steps	are	omitted,	even	under	stress	or	fatigue.	It	allows	cross-checking,	keeps	team	members	informed	of	readiness	status,	and	provides	a	legal	record	of	a	sequence	of	events	to	indicate	due	diligence.Read	also:	How	Much	Time	Does	Homework	Take	The	Typical	Student?How	do	you	use	a	checklist	in	early	childhood	education?A
checklist	is	a	tool	utilized	to	observe	a	child	in	a	variety	of	natural	contexts	and	document	pertinent	skills	or	behaviors.	It	is	recommended	that	the	checklist	include	a	space	for	relevant	dates	and	a	column	for	comments.	This	method	does	not	facilitate	the	documentation	of	substantial	qualitative	data;	thus,	the	inclusion	of	a	comment	column	may	be
advantageous.	A	sample	checklist	for	language	development	for	two-year-olds	is	provided	for	illustrative	purposes.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	is	an	example	of	observation	method	in	childcare?Childhood	observation	methods	involve	recording	various	types	of	samples,	such	as	work,	event,	and	time	samples.	Event	samples	focus	on	a	childs
behavior	or	response,	providing	insight	into	its	cause	and	improvement.	Time	samples	observe	a	childs	behavior	during	a	specific	time	period,	providing	context	and	time.	Work	samples,	such	as	paintings,	drawings,	and	writings,	show	how	a	childs	development	unfolds.Running	records,	completed	at	a	specific	moment	in	time,	provide	a	detailed
account	of	what	is	seen,	comments,	or	interests	expressed.	These	records	are	written	in	the	present	tense	and	offer	as	many	detailed	notes	as	possible.A	childs	development	can	be	complex,	so	using	a	wide	range	of	observation	methods	can	help	provide	a	holistic	view	of	their	interests,	personality,	strengths,	and	other	qualities.	Switching	up
observation	methods	can	help	provide	a	more	comprehensive	understanding	of	a	childs	development.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	5	things	are	used	when	observing?To	stimulate	curiosity	about	science	and	develop	observation	skills,	encourage	children	to	use	their	five	senses:	sight,	hearing,	smelling,	touching,	and	tasting.	Here	are	five	science
experiments	that	follow	the	scientific	method	and	are	perfect	for	science	fair	projects.	Learning	the	scientific	method	will	prepare	students	for	rigorous	high	school	science	classes	and	future	STEM-based	careers.The	Glitter	Germ	Experiment	is	a	great	way	to	teach	kids	about	germs	and	healthy	hand-washing	habits.	Students	test	to	see	which	method
washes	away	the	glitter	germs,	using	their	sense	of	sight	to	observe	how	the	glitter	reacts	to	each	cleaning	method.	This	experiment	helps	students	develop	observation	skills	and	prepares	them	for	more	rigorous	high	school	science	classes	and	future	STEM	careers.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)How	to	do	an	observation	checklist?Observation
checklists	are	a	valuable	tool	for	teachers	to	assess	student	learning	and	growth.	They	help	identify	specific	outcomes	to	observe	and	assess,	and	can	be	used	to	identify	individual	or	group	performance.	Teachers	can	use	these	checklists	to	record	information	quickly	about	student	performance	relative	to	specific	criteria	from	the	program	of	studies.
They	can	be	informal	or	highly	structured,	and	can	be	scheduled	over	different	periods	of	time	in	different	learning	contexts.Observation	checklists	can	be	directed	towards	observations	of	an	individual	or	group,	and	can	include	spaces	for	brief	comments	to	provide	additional	information.	Before	using	an	observation	checklist,	students	should
understand	the	information	gathered	and	how	it	will	be	used.	Ensure	that	the	checklists	are	dated	to	provide	a	record	of	observations	over	a	period	of	time.	Using	ChecklistsThis	video	shows	simple	ways	teachers	can	develop	and	use	checklists	to	collect	data	on	child	progress.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	Motor	skills	refer	to	the	physical	movements
and	coordination	of	the	body	parts	that	allow	us	to	accomplish	everyday	tasks	such	as	sitting,	crawling,	walking,	jumping,	running,	and	more.	Motor	development	involves	both	gross	motor	skills	(large	muscle	movements)	and	fine	motor	skills	(smaller	muscles	movements).	To	monitor	a	childs	motor	development,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	2.
Communication:	Communication	involves	both	verbal	and	nonverbal	communication.	Verbal	skills	include	saying	words	and	speaking	in	sentences;	nonverbal	communication	includes	facial	expressions,	gestures,	body	language,	etc.	To	monitor	a	childs	communication	skills,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	3.	Self-Help	Skills:	Self-help	skills	involve
activities	such	as	dressing,	eating	with	utensils	or	cutting	food	with	scissors,	writing	their	name	or	a	letter	of	the	alphabet,	and	other	independent	activities.	To	monitor	a	childs	self-help	skills,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	4.	Cognitive	Development:	Cognitive	development	refers	to	how	a	child	acquires	and	processes	knowledge.	To	monitor	a
childs	cognitive	development,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	5.	Social	Interaction:	Social	interaction	involves	how	a	child	interacts	with	others	in	their	environment.	This	includes	developing	relationships	with	other	children	and	adults,	as	well	as	responding	to	social	cues	such	as	facial	expressions	and	body	language.	To	monitor	a	childs	social
interaction	skills,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	6.	Playtime	Activities:	Playtime	activities	involve	games,	toys,	acting	out	stories	or	scenarios,	exploring	different	objects	around	them,	etc.	These	activities	help	develop	motor	skills	and	creativity	while	also	teaching	children	about	cooperation	and	problem	solving.	To	monitor	a	childs	playtime
activities,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	7.	Emotional	Expression	&	Regulation:	Emotional	expression	and	regulation	refer	to	a	childs	ability	to	identify,	express,	and	control	their	emotions.	To	monitor	a	childs	emotional	development,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	8.	Language	Acquisition	&	Comprehension:	Language	acquisition	and
comprehension	involve	understanding	spoken	language	as	well	as	learning	new	words	and	sentences.	To	monitor	a	child's	language	skills,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	9.	Sensory	Processing:	Sensory	processing	involves	how	we	interpret	information	from	our	environment	such	as	sound,	touch,	taste,	smell,	sight	and	movement.	To	monitor	a
childs	sensory	development,	watch	for	the	following	milestones:	10.	Gross	and	Fine	Motor	Skills:	Gross	motor	skills	involve	large	muscle	movements	such	as	running,	jumping,	climbing,	etc.	while	fine	motor	skills	involve	smaller	movements	such	as	picking	up	objects	or	writing	with	a	pencil.	Writing	a	running	record	requires	the	educator	to	act	like	a
video	camera,	recording	all	significant	behaviours	and	interactions	as	they	happen.	Whereas	anecdotal	records	are	written	after	the	fact,	running	records	are	written	as	the	action	is	unfolding.	If	you	were	to	read	one	out	loud,	it	might	sound	a	bit	like	the	running	commentary	of	a	sports	event:	Cournoyer	passes	the	puck	to	Savard.	Savard	carries	the
puck	down	the	boards,	over	the	blue	line.	He	winds	up,	he	shoots,	he	scores!	Why	use	running	records?	A	running	record	involves	writing	down	everything	that	is	happening,	in	the	order	that	it	happens.	Observers	limit	the	amount	of	editing	they	do	as	they	record.	Instead,	the	idea	is	to	record	as	much	raw	data	as	possible.	Using	this	rather	open-
ended	method	means	that	educators	can	gather	a	lot	of	information	in	a	relatively	short	period	of	time.	As	such,	these	are	a	popular	choice	for	professionals	in	the	field.	How	do	I	write	a	running	record?	Running	records	are	written	as	the	action	is	unfolding	in	front	of	you,	so	use	the	present	tense	when	writing	them	(click	here	to	see	an	Exercise	that
will	help	you	the	3rd	set	of	questions	will	help	you	practice	your	verb	tenses).	Being	positive	and	objective,	and	using	descriptive	language	are	also	important	things	to	keep	in	mind	when	writing	your	anecdotal	records.	Click	here	for	related	exercises.	Give	yourself	a	tentative	time	frame	for	writing	a	running	record.	For	example,	decide	ahead	of	time
that	you	will	observe	the	children	at	the	sand	box	for	the	first	15	minutes	of	Free	Play.	The	process	of	writing	a	running	record	can	be	quite	tiring.	It	also	requires	the	educator	to	step	out	of	her	active	role	in	order	to	record	her	observations	on	the	spot.	This	is	referred	to	as	the	spectator-observer	role.	Getting	organized	ahead	of	time	is	key.	Sample
running	record	-	see	clip	Annette	kneels	down	next	to	Maya	and	begins	wiping	her	face	with	a	wet	cloth.	As	Annette	starts	to	wipe	Mayas	right	hand,	Maya	grabs	the	cloth	with	her	left	hand	and	yanks	it	away	from	Annette.	Annette	asks,	You	wanna	do	it?	Maya	starts	wiping	her	mouth	and	tongue,	clutching	the	cloth	tightly	in	both	hands.	Annette
smiles,	claps	her	hands	together	and	exclaims,	OK!	Good	job!	Annette	reaches	out	and	begins	to	lift	Mayas	bib	over	her	head.	Maya	transfers	the	wet	cloth	to	her	right	hand,	then,	as	the	bib	is	lifted	up	and	over	her	head,	grabs	it	with	both	hands	again.	She	wipes	the	cloth	across	her	cheek	and	mouth,	then	vigorously	swipes	at	her	tongue	four	times.
Click	here	for	exercises	to	help	practise	writing	running	records.We	use	cookies	to	ensure	you	receive	the	best	experience	on	our	website.	We	store	no	personal	details.	Please	confirm	you	are	happy	with	this,	using	the	'Accept'	button.	ACCEPTPrivacy	&	Cookies	Policy	The	analysis	phase	is	the	step	in	the	observation	cycle	when	educators	interpret
what	they	have	recorded.	In	this	analysis	phase,	educators	move	beyond	an	objective	recording	of	facts	and	introduce	a	more	subjective	element.	In	a	way,	analysis	is	a	form	of	transformation,	or	translation,	of	the	observational	data.	Educators	seek	to	identify	underlying	factors	that	they	think	could	explain	what	they	have	observed.	By	assigning
meaning	to	what	they	have	seen	and	heard,	educators	translate	the	raw	observational	data	into	a	form	that	they	can	use	for	the	next	step	in	the	cycle:	planning	responses.	In	combination	with	the	raw	data,	analysis	can	also	be	useful	for	other	partners	(parents,	co-workers,	specialists).	How	do	I	analyze	my	observations?	Analyzing	your	observations
will	involve	coming	up	with	theories	that	could	explain	the	behaviours,	interactions,	skills,	etc.	that	you	have	observed.	These	theories	could	be	based	on	internal	factors,	like	maturation	or	temperament,	or	on	external	factors,	like	environment	and	experience.	Its	often	a	good	idea	to	have	multiple	theories	in	mind.	Remember	that	any	analysis	is
provisional;	that	is	to	say,	any	theory	is	based	on	your	observations	to	date.	If	new	evidence	were	to	present	itself,	you	might	have	to	adjust	your	interpretation.	Often,	educators	use	phrases	like	it	would	seem	or	perhaps	to	reflect	the	provisional	nature	of	their	analysis.	Educators	generally	use	three	types	of	analysis:	inferences,	summaries	and
assessments.	When	educators	make	inferences,	they	are	attempting	to	answer	these	questions:	Why	did	I	see	what	I	saw?	What	can	explain	what	I	saw?	When	educators	summarize,	they	are	attempting	to	answer	these	questions:	What	is	the	big	picture?	Is	there	any	data	that	could	be	grouped	together	under	one	idea	or	topic?	Are	there	any	overall
patterns	or	unifying	elements?	What	is	the	most	essential	information	that	I	have	observed?	When	educators	assess,	they	are	addressing	these	questions:	How	is	this	(child,	educator,	environment)	progressing?	What	are	the	strengths	and	areas	that	need	strengthening?	When	do	I	analyze	my	observations?	This	question	of	timing	represents	one	of	the
big	differences	between	doing	observation	and	analysis	as	a	professional	educator	and	engaging	in	the	same	processes	as	a	civilian.	In	your	regular	life,	you	probably	observe	and	analyze	simultaneously.	For	example,	you	might	say	to	yourself	about	a	person	you	have	just	passed	on	the	street:	Shes	really	happy!	What	you	likely	have	not	realized	is
that	your	analysis	that	shes	happy	is	based	on	an	observation,	a	broad	smile	on	her	face,	perhaps.	The	observation	and	the	analysis	occur	so	close	together	in	your	mind	that	they	are	practically	indistinguishable.	Educators	have	to	approach	the	tasks	of	observation	and	analysis	differently,	in	order	to	avoid	bias.	Educators	must	be	very	careful	to	keep
their	subjective	analysis	separate	from	their	objective	observations;	this	separation	reduces	the	chances	of	bias	creeping	in.	To	do	this,	educators	usually	record	their	observations	first,	and	analyze	second.	To	further	reinforce	this	separation,	educators	often	present	the	two	types	of	information	separately	on	the	page	as	well,	by	using	headings	or
columns.	How	often	should	I	analyze	my	observations?	This	is	a	great	question!	In	general,	you	will	want	to	do	regular	analysis	but	what	does	this	mean	in	practice?	Sometimes,	one	anecdote	contains	enough	data	to	start	analyzing.	In	the	case	of	a	single	anecdote,	educators	often	choose	inferences	as	the	preferred	form	of	analysis.	Other	times,	you
will	need	to	collect	multiple	observations	before	you	can	begin	your	analysis.	In	this	case,	maybe	a	summary	would	be	useful.	Thinking	about	what	you	want	to	do	with	the	information	can	help.	Do	you	want	to	share	your	analysis	with	a	co-worker?	Do	you	want	to	use	it	to	help	you	decide	what	toys	you	will	take	out	tomorrow?	Each	situation	will
probably	require	a	unique	schedule	of	observation	and	analysis.	Sample	Anecdotal	Record	and	Analysis	(Inferences)	Observation	Litsa	was	holding	Lexie	in	her	arms	outside	the	door	of	the	classroom.	Lexie's	mom	stood	next	to	them,	holding	a	baby	carrier	with	her	newborn	in	it.	Lexie	wailed	loudly	and	reached	out	first	one	arm,	then	both	arms,
towards	her	mother.	Lexie	cried	out,	"Mummyyyy!"	When	Lexie's	mom	turned	to	leave,	Lexie	began	crying	even	more	loudly,	and	sobbed,	"Nooooo!	Mummyyyy!"	Inferences	Lexie	seems	to	be	experiencing	separation	anxiety.	The	birth	of	the	new	baby	may	be	a	contributing	factor.	Lexie	may	have	been	upset	that	Thresa	was	not	there	and	there	was	a
sub	instead.	Perhaps	Lexie	was	not	feeling	well.	There	are	already	two	children	with	bad	colds	in	the	group.	Click	herefor	exercises	that	help	to	analyze	observations.	An	ABC	Record	is	a	specialized	type	of	anecdotal	record,	where	the	observer	selects	a	targeted	behaviour	or	situation,	then	records	the	Antecedents	(what	came	before),	the	Behaviour,
and	the	Consequences	(what	came	after).	Over	time,	the	observer	records	a	sampling	of	events	when	the	targeted	behavior	occurred,	using	a	specific	format	to	organize	the	information	(see	below).	Why	use	ABC	event	sampling?	As	each	record	is	divided	into	the	three	columns,	patterns	of	behaviour	often	become	evident,	so	educators	often	choose
this	tool	when	they	want	to	analyze	the	causes	and/or	consequences	of	a	negative	behaviour	they	have	concerns	about.	It	is	important	to	note,	however,	that	ABC	records	can	also	be	used	to	record	observations	about	positive,	pro-social	behaviours	(e.g.	helping	and	sharing).	As	well,	educators	can	use	ABC	records	to	gather	data	about	themselves,
focusing,	for	example,	on	their	use	of	non-verbal	behaviours	like	smiling	or	eye	contact.	How	do	I	write	ABC	records?	The	first	step	in	using	ABC	Records	is	to	select	a	targeted	behavior	(e.g.	Richard	initiates	play	with	other	children	OR	biting)	or	situation	(e.g.	interactions	at	the	sand	box).	After	that,	the	observer	waits	for	the	targeted	behavior	to
occur,	then	records	their	observations,	dividing	the	information	into	antecedents	(A),	behaviour	(B)	and	consequences	(C).	Each	time	the	targeted	behavior	occurs,	the	observer	adds	the	information	to	the	ABC	record.	ABC	Records	are	written	after	the	fact,	so	use	the	past	tense	when	writing	them	(click	here	to	see	an	Exercise	that	will	help	you
practice	your	verb	tenses).	Being	positive,	objective	and	using	descriptive	language	are	also	important	things	to	keep	in	mind	when	writing	your	ABC	Records	(click	here	to	see	some	related	Exercises).	Event	sampling	using	ABC	records	The	easiest	way	to	proceed	to	use	the	ABC	method	is	to	create	an	ABC	recording	form	with	a	space	for	the	date
and	time,	and	three	columns.	It	might	look	something	like	this:	Targeted	Behaviour:	Flavio	hits	another	child	Date/Time	Antecedents	Behaviour	Consequences	Then,	wait	until	this	target	behaviour	occurs.	After	the	first	day,	your	record	could	look	something	like	this:	Date/Time	Antecedents	Behaviour	Consequences	April	9/	10:15	a.m.	The	group	(10
children)	was	in	the	outdoor	play	yard.	Catherine	had	gotten	out	the	balls	and	Flavio	was	kicking	the	Caillou	ball	across	the	yard.	Diego	picked	up	the	Caillou	ball	and	clutched	it	to	his	chest.	Flavio	stomped	over	to	Diego	and	hit	him	on	the	head	with	the	flat	of	his	hand,	shouting,	Gah!	Diego	let	go	of	the	ball,	rubbed	his	head	and	walked	off	to	the
slide.	April	9/	11:30	a.m.	The	10	children	were	in	the	classroom	washing	their	hands	before	lunch.	As	Litsa	helped	Maya	wash	her	hands,	the	other	children	sat	on	the	carpet,	looking	at	books.	Flavio	reached	out	and	hit	Charlotte	on	the	leg	three	times	with	a	closed	fist.	Charlotte	started	to	cry	and	Thresa	intervened.	She	hugged	Charlotte	and
reminded	Flavio	to	be	gentle.	Flavio	looked	at	Charlotte	and	Thresa,	then	stroked	Charlottes	face	with	the	palm	of	his	hand.	Over	the	next	few	days,	keep	adding	information	if	the	target	behaviour	happens	again.	Your	form	might	start	to	look	like	this:	Date/Time	Antecedents	Behaviour	Consequences	April	9/	10:15	a.m.	The	group	(10	children)	was	in
the	outdoor	play	yard.	Catherine	had	gotten	out	the	balls	and	Flavio	was	kicking	the	Caillou	ball	across	the	yard.	Diego	picked	up	the	Caillou	ball	and	clutched	it	to	his	chest.	Flavio	stomped	over	to	Diego	and	hit	him	on	the	head	with	the	flat	of	his	hand,	shouting,	Gah!	Diego	let	go	of	the	ball,	rubbed	his	head	and	walked	off	to	the	slide.	April	9/	11:30
a.m.	The	10	children	were	in	the	classroom	washing	their	hands	before	lunch.	As	Litsa	helped	Maya	wash	her	hands,	the	other	children	sat	on	the	carpet,	looking	at	books.	Flavio	reached	out	and	hit	Charlotte	on	the	leg	three	times	with	a	closed	fist.	Charlotte	started	to	cry	and	Thresa	intervened.	She	hugged	Charlotte	and	reminded	Flavio	to	be
gentle.	Flavio	looked	at	Charlotte	and	Thresa,	then	stroked	Charlottes	face	with	the	palm	of	his	hand.	April	10/	11:15	a.m.	The	children	(8	in	total)	were	sitting	on	the	carpet	waiting	to	wash	their	hands	before	lunch.	When	Litsa	called	Arianne	to	come	to	the	sink,	Arianne	stood	up,	stepping	on	Flavios	hand	in	the	process.	Flavio	yelped	and	hit	Ariannes
leg.	She	toppled	over	on	top	of	him,	and	both	children	began	to	cry.	Flavio	called	out,	No	Ayianne,	no!	Thresa	intervened,	reflecting,	You	both	got	hurt!	Flavio	crawled	into	Thresas	lap	and,	still	whimpering,	stuck	his	thumb	in	his	mouth.	At	the	end	of	the	time	period	you	have	set	(e.g.	a	week),	you	will	have	collected	quite	a	few	descriptions	of	the
target	behaviour	in	different	contexts.	By	organizing	your	data	into	the	three	columns,	you	are	ready	to	start	to	analyze	the	information.	A	good	place	to	start	might	be	by	writing	up	a	thorough	summary	of	your	data,	making	note	of	any	overall	patterns	or	specific	trends.	Observations	Forms	for	Early	Years	Early	Years|	Resources	To	Download	|	Print
And	Edit.	Child	Observations	|	Learning	Journey	|	New	Development	Matter	|	Observations	Forms	|	Resources	For	EYFS	An	observation	sheet	to	assess	learning	progress	in	children	over	a	12	week	period.	This	included	a	snapshot	view	of...	The	ideal	observation	sheet	to	observe	children	in	your	setting	and	add	into	their	learning	journey.	Includes
next	steps,	parent...	A	child	observation	template	for	tracking	development	over	terms,	all	7	areas	of	learning	covered.	This	is	an	A4	document	with	4	short	observation	forms.	This	has	space	for	next	steps	and	the	characteristics	of...	Early	Years	Child	Short	Observation	Sheet	Form	All	our	planning	has	been	carefully	created	by	experienced	qualified
primary	school...	EYFS	Early	Years	Learning	Story	Template	A	learning	story	in	the	early	years	typically	focuses	on	a	childs	personal	growth...	EYFS	Early	Years	Learning	Story	Template	A	learning	story	in	the	early	years	typically	focuses	on	a	child's	personal	growth...	This	is	a	non-statutory	audit	to	carry	out	on	learning	journeys	to	ensure	they	are
accurate.	It	incorporatesE	requirements	from...	These	are	4	stars	on	1	side	of	A4	for	parents	and	Teachers	to	complete	when	children	do	something	amazing....	A	learning	journey	evaluation	form	covering	the	areas	of	learning.	All	our	planning	has	been	carefully	created	by	experienced	qualified...	These	are	printable	small	cards	that	can	be	used	on	a
lanyard	for	the	new	development	matters,	these	will	help...	This	is	a	checklist	for	educators	to	use	when	completing	and	observation	to	ensure	they	cover	everything.	All	our	planning...	This	is	a	handout	to	give	to	parents	to	show	them	how	to	complete	basic	observations	at	home	to	contribute...	Weekly	Planning	Template	for	Intent,	Implement	and
Impact	4	Pages	of	planning	for	each	week	to	be	and	written	on.	Each	of	the	different	developmental	domains	consists	of	a	somewhat	arbitrary	grouping	of	related	skills	and	behaviours.	Each	grouping	or	domain	represents	one	specific	aspect	of	a	childs	overall	development.	It	is	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	there	is	often	considerable	overlap
between	the	different	domains.	Most	behaviours	and	skills	could	easily	be	classified	under	more	than	one	domain.	However,	using	the	domains	can	help	educators	organize	their	thoughts	and	observations.	Although	many	different	systems	exist	for	dividing	development	into	different	domains,	for	the	purposes	of	this	website,	we	will	refer	to	six
domains.	They	are:	Physical	Domain	Behaviours	involving	the	body	Can	be	grouped	into	gross-motor	(large	muscles)	and	fine-motor	(small	muscles)	behaviours,	as	well	as	sensory	skills	(hearing,	seeing,	tasting,	smelling,	touching)	Language	Domain	Behaviours	involving	communication	Listening,	talking,	literacy	skills	(reading,	writing,
comprehension,	expression),	as	well	as	non-verbal	communication	skills	Aesthetic	Domain	Skills	and	behaviours	used	to	perceive	and	evaluate	beauty,	both	in	the	natural	world	and	man-made	objects	How	individuals	respond	to	beauty	and	express	their	own	inspirations	through	drawing,	painting,	dance,	song,	poetry,	sculpture,	movement,	stories,	etc.
Cognitive	Domain	Skills	used	to	know,	learn	and	understand	Emotional	Domain	The	inner	life	of	the	child:	feelings	and	emotions,	fears,	joys,	etc.	Important	elements	of	the	emotional	domain	include	self-concept,	self-esteem	and	autonomy	Social	Domain	Behaviours	and	skills	used	to	establish	and	maintain	relationships	with	others	Why	do	early
childhood	educators	use	the	developmental	domains?	Early	childhood	educators	use	the	developmental	domains	as	a	kind	of	shorthand	when	considering	the	different	aspects	of	each	childs	overall	development.	By	grouping	related	behaviours	and	skills	into	domains,	educators	can	more	easily	zero	in	on	a	specific	area	of	a	childs	growth	and	learning.
By	organizing	and	tracking	their	observations	using	the	developmental	domains,	educators	can	ensure	that	they	are	gathering	data	from	each	of	these	domains,	thus	creating	a	sampling	of	observations	that	represents	the	whole	child.	How	do	early	childhood	educators	use	the	developmental	domains?	There	are	many	different	ways	that	educators	can
use	the	domains	in	their	observations.	For	example,	many	checklists	are	organized	using	the	domains.	These	developmental	checklists	are	divided	into	different	sections	where	specific	skills	from	each	domain	are	grouped	together.	Click	here	to	see	more	information	about	checklists.	Once	the	checklist	is	complete,	the	educator	can	be	sure	that	she
has	gathered	data	that	represents	each	significant	aspect	of	a	childs	overall	development.	Educators	may	also	use	the	developmental	domains	when	recording	their	observations	using	more	qualitative	methods,	like	running	records	and	anecdotal	records.	For	example,	many	educators	indicate	which	domain(s)	they	think	are	most	relevant	to	the	story
being	recorded	at	the	top	or	on	the	side	of	each	record.	Educators	then	use	this	information	to	track	which	domains	they	have	covered	for	each	child.	Example	of	an	anecdotal	record	with	domains	at	the	top	In	this	example,	the	observer	has	identified	the	cognitive	and	language	domains	as	being	most	relevant	to	the	particular	anecdote	being
recorded.	This	information	is	clearly	indicated	under	a	separate	heading	at	the	top	of	the	anecdote.	Date:	October	10,	2011	Domain(s):	Cognitive,	Language	Anecdote:	Caitlyn	sat	on	the	big	white	chair	looking	at	a	board	book.	She	pointed	to	a	picture	of	a	train,	and	chirped,	Choo	choo!	Example	of	a	running	record	with	domains	on	the	side	In	this
example,	the	observer	has	added	a	quick	note	about	which	domain	and	specific	skill	is	being	observed	at	certain	points	in	the	observation.	Observation	Domain	Annette	kneels	down	next	to	Maya	and	begins	wiping	her	face	with	a	wet	cloth.As	Annette	starts	to	wipe	Mayas	right	hand,	Maya	grabs	the	cloth	with	her	left	hand	and	yanks	it	away	from
Annette.	Emotional	Domain	(autonomy)	Annette	asks,	You	wanna	do	it?	Maya	starts	wiping	her	mouth	and	tongue,	clutching	the	cloth	tightly	in	both	hands.	Language	domain	(comprehension)	Physical	domain	(hand-eye	coordination)	Annette	smiles,	claps	her	hands	together	and	exclaims,	OK!	Good	job!	Annette	reaches	out	and	begins	to	lift	Mayas	bib
over	her	head.	Maya	transfers	the	wet	cloth	to	her	right	hand,	then,	as	the	bib	is	lifted	up	and	over	her	head,	grabs	it	with	both	hands	again.	She	wipes	the	cloth	across	her	cheek	and	mouth,	then	vigorously	swipes	at	her	tongue	four	times.	Physical	domain	(fine-motor	control)	Click	herefor	exercises	to	help	explore	the	different	developmental
domains.	Tally	Sampling	is	a	quantitative	method	that	allows	observers	to	record	how	often	a	targeted	behaviour	or	list	of	behaviours	occurs.	Observers	often	use	a	specific	grid	format	(see	below)	to	record	their	observations.	Why	use	tally	sampling?	Clear,	objective	information	about	how	often	certain	behaviours	occur	can	be	very	useful	to
educators.	Using	this	type	of	quantitative	data,	educators	can	look	for	patterns	and	identify	factors	that	in	turn	can	help	with	planning	activities,	experiences	and	interventions.	How	do	I	use	a	tally	sampling	grid?	The	first	step	is	to	design	the	grid	you	will	be	using.	You	have	a	variety	of	options	here	you	can	record	information	about	one	child	or	a
group	of	children.	The	key	is	to	choose	the	categories	for	both	the	columns	(listed	vertically	down	the	left-hand	side)	and	the	rows	(listed	horizontally	across	the	top).	By	adjusting	these	categories,	you	can	custom-design	your	grid	to	help	you	record	the	specific	data	you	are	interested	in.	Being	positive	and	objective,	and	using	descriptive	language	are
also	important	things	to	keep	in	mind	when	when	creating	your	categories	.	(click	here	to	see	some	related	Exercises).	Once	your	grid	is	ready,	you	may	begin	recording	your	observations,	marking	a	tick	(or	some	other	symbol)	in	the	appropriate	boxes.	Sample	tally	record	In	this	example,	the	observer	is	looking	for	quantitative	information	about	one
child	and	5	specific	behaviours.	At	the	top	of	the	form,	it	is	a	good	idea	to	record	the	purpose	of	your	observation,	in	the	form	of	a	How	often	question.	So,	your	recording	grid	might	look	like	this:	How	often	does	Flavio	do	the	following	behaviours?	Date(s):	Monday	Tuesday	Wednesday	Thursday	Friday	TOTAL	Hits	another	child	Bites	another	child
Pushes	another	child	Takes	a	toy	from	another	child	Yells	at	another	child	TOTAL	When	you	have	finished	observing,	your	grid	could	look	like	this:	How	often	does	Flavio	do	the	following	behaviours?	Date(s):February	12-	16,	2012	Monday	Tuesday	Wednesday	Thursday	Friday	TOTAL	Hits	another	child	9	Bites	another	child	1	Pushes	another	child	14
Takes	a	toy	from	another	child	2	Yells	at	another	child	6	TOTAL	6	2	6	8	10	At	the	end	of	the	time	period	you	have	set	(e.g.	a	week),	you	will	have	collected	quite	a	lot	of	quantitative	data.	Now,	you	are	ready	to	start	to	analyze	the	information.	A	good	place	to	start	is	to	add	up	the	totals	for	each	row	and	column	these	totals	give	you	an	important	initial
starting	point	for	your	analysis.	A	helpful	next	step	might	be	to	then	summarize	your	data,	noting	any	overall	patterns	or	specific	trends.	Tracking	a	childs	growth	and	development	is	an	ongoing	process	for	educators	and	childcare	providers.	With	our	checklist	observation	for	child	development,	you	gain	a	comprehensive	tool	to	standardize	your
observations	and	reports.	This	template	helps	you	monitor	physical,	cognitive,	and	social-emotional	milestones	efficiently	so	that	your	teams	findings	are	consistent	and	easy	to	analyze,	enhancing	your	decision-making	process.	This	checklist	is	perfect	to	use	during	routine	developmental	check-ups	in	schools,	healthcare	facilities,	or	childcare	centers.
Its	especially	valuable	for	professionals	like	teachers,	pediatricians,	and	child	psychologists	who	need	to	track	progress	over	time	and	identify	areas	where	support	or	intervention	may	be	necessary.	Use	this	template	during	annual	evaluations	and	developmental	screenings	to	keep	observations	consistent	and	comprehensive.	You	can	also	incorporate
it	in	parent-teacher	conferences	to	give	a	well-rounded	picture	of	the	childs	progress.	It	comes	in	handy	as	well	for	early	intervention	programs	where	professionals	need	a	structured	way	to	document	developmental	milestones.	All	in	all,	this	checklist	makes	it	easier	to	collaborate	effectively	with	parents	and	other	caregivers	while	enhancing	the
accuracy	of	your	reports.	When	using	the	template,	youll	find	several	crucial	elements	designed	to	capture	a	comprehensive	view	of	a	childs	growth	and	progress:	Physical	development:	This	section	focuses	on	monitoring	motor	skills,	balance,	and	growth	markers	like	height	and	weight.	It	allows	you	to	track	whether	children	are	meeting	expected
milestones	in	their	physical	abilities	and	growth	patterns.	Cognitive	skills	assessment:	Evaluates	a	childs	ability	to	follow	instructions,	solve	simple	problems,	and	engage	in	age-appropriate	learning	activities.	This	element	helps	identify	any	cognitive	delays	early,	so	intervention	plans	can	be	implemented.	Language	and	communication:	Tracks	the
childs	verbal	abilities,	vocabulary	range,	and	interaction	skills.	Its	important	for	documenting	how	well	children	understand	and	respond	to	communication,	providing	insight	into	their	social	interactions	and	comprehension	skills.	Social-emotional	behavior:	This	section	documents	emotional	regulation,	social	interactions	with	peers,	and	adaptability	in
different	environments.	It	ensures	that	you	record	how	children	manage	their	emotions	and	navigate	social	settings.	Enhance	your	observation	process	and	standardize	your	reports	with	our	checklist	observation	for	child	development.	This	tool	makes	it	convenient	for	you	to	record	milestones	across	physical,	cognitive,	and	social-emotional	areas,
giving	you	a	clear	and	organized	way	to	capture	essential	details.	Its	the	perfect	solution	for	educators,	healthcare	professionals,	and	childcare	providers	looking	for	reliable	documentation.	
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