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There are a few things that spring to mind when you hear the name Worcester. It might be the sumptuous Gothic cathedral tower, the tangy sauce that goes into Bloody Marys or the fine brand of soft paste porcelain.You can pull on all these threads in Worcester and dive into with the citys storied past.The Battle of Worcester of 1651 was the final
battle in the English Civil War, and the future King Charles II barely escaped the city with his life before fleeing for France, to ascend the throne ten years later.Engaging fragments of old Worcester remain in the half-timbered houses on Friar Street, the historic architecture around College Green and the traces of the city walls.Lets explore the best
things to do in Worcester:1. Worcester CathedralSource: cornfield / Shutterstock.comWorcester CathedralCounted with Englands most beautiful cathedrals, Worcester Cathedral was rebuilt in the 11th century and work would last until the start of the 16th century.This has left the building with every English Medieval architectural style from Norman
Romanesque to the sublime Perpendicular Gothic tower.The oldest portion is the Norman crypt, from the end of the 11th century, made up of rows of columns topped with cushion capitals, while the circular chapter house is from a few decades after.Dont leave without seeing the 39 misericords in the choir, dating to 1379 and carved with the Labours
of the Months, as well as images from the bible, folklore and mythology.No. 7 The Clever Daughter shows a nude woman riding a goat, draped a net and holding a rabbit.In the Decorated Gothic cloisters take time to inspect the tracery and lovely keystones in the vaults. 2. Gheluvelt ParkSource: shutterstockGheluvelt ParkStraddling the Barbourne
Brook, which feeds the River Severn on the parks western cusp, Gheluvelt Park is a memorial park in honour of Worcesters First World War dead.The name comes from the Battle of Gheluvelt in 1914, in which the Worcestershire Regiments 2nd Battalion was deployed.On the duck pond, surrounded by willows and firs is the bandstand, which has
concerts on Sunday afternoons from May to August.In the same season, the Splashpad is a water play area swarming with kids on hot days.Gheluvelt Park also has tennis courts, outdoor tennis tables and a cafe and environment centre in the old Victorian pump house. 3. Greyfriars House and GardensSource: Paul Shreeve / WikimediaGreyfriars
HouseA National Trust property since 1966, the Grade I Greyfriars House is named for a defunct Franciscan priory that used to be nearby.This cantilevered half-timbered house went up in 1485 and, rather than being attached to the priory as had once been thought, it was built for the High Bailiff of Worcester and incorporated a brewhouse.The
height of the archway and the delicate carvings on the gables are both signs of affluence in early Tudor times.You can sign up for a guided tour to hear about the various families that lived here, and see rooms decorated with furniture from various periods and still heated only by fire.The house backs onto Worcesters city walls and has a walled garden
with magnolia, fruit trees and kingsblood tulips. 4. Tudor House MuseumSource: Elliott Brown / flickrTudor House MuseumYou can set foot in another enthralling half-timbered house on Friar Street, at the free Tudor House Museum.This 16th century dwelling started out as a compound of weavers cottages.In the 1700s the building hosted the
disreputable Cross Key tavern, and then was a Victorian coffee house owned by Richard Cadbury, founder of the world-renowned chocolate brand.Then, in the Second World War the house was an ARP (Air Raid Precautions) wardens office.Each chapter from the buildings past is remembered with museum displays and characters in period
costume.Some of the timbers still bear their 500-year-old carpenters marks, and the original wattle and daub (wall materials) can be seen.The museum has a dressing up box for youngsters to rummage through, a themed Tudor Rat Trail and a coffee shop in the late-Victorian style. 5. Museum of Royal WorcesterSource:
museumofroyalworcesterMuseum Of Royal WorcesterThe largest collection of Royal Worcester porcelain in the world is on show at the factorys former building on Severn Street.The soft paste porcelain brand was born in 1751 when William Davis the elder, an apothecary, first devised his recipe.In Georgian times there was a lot of money to be made
reproducing shapes and patterns from Chinese porcelain, which were in style among the richest households of the day.In the Georgian Gallery you can admire a table laid out for dessert with 18th-century porcelain, along with a set of hexagonal vases and a long case clock.The Victorian Gallery shows how worldwide travel had an influence on design,
while the 20th-century Gallery has an array of sets custom-made for wealthy customers.6. Worcester GuildhallSource: shutterstockWorcester GuildhallThe city hall is withdrawn from the High Streets western frontage, which gives you a chance to stand back and admire its facade.The building dates to 1721 and is in the Classical Queen Anne style,
with a curved pediment and Corinthian pilasters framing a grand, pedimented doorway and a statue of Queen Anne in a niche.You may find yourself pausing on the High Street to study the reliefs and little ornamental details, like an image of Charles I with a church in his hand, and Charles II with an orb, both flanking the doorway.At the top of the
way youll spot a head pinned by its ears, believed to belong to the Kings rival, Oliver Cromwell.You can go in for free six days a week to marvel at the stupendous Italianate Assembly Room.Theres a chance to enter the cells, vestiges from when the Guildhall was a courthouse. 7. Worcester Woods Country ParkSource: vlictory 1s mlne /
flickrWorcester Woods Country ParkEast of the city centre is a 110-acre park mostly taken up by ancient woodland.The country park is very popular in summer as a low-cost day out just off the M5 motorway.There are two circular waymarked trails through the woods and out into a large meadow embroidered with wildflowers in early summer.The
Countryside Centre here has a great adventure playground for little ones, as well as a cafe with free Wi-Fi, a mini golf course and a bouncy castle during the school holidays.See if you can visit at the end of April or start of May when the bluebells are in bloom.8. Worcester City Art Gallery and MuseumSource: Elliott Brown / flickrWorcester City Art
Gallery And MuseumWorcesters city museum is an Elizabethan revival building from 1896, and mixes 19th and 20th-century art with exhibits shedding light on local human and natural history.Two artists well-represented in the permanent displays are Worcester-born landscape painters Henry Harris Lines and Benjamin Williams Leader.The
museums galleries are very eclectic and have a Roman mosaic, a totem pole from North America, dinosaur footprints and the interior of a Victorian pharmacy.Theres also military regalia for the Worcestershire Yeomanry Cavalry and the Worcestershire Regiment, a recreated glovers workshop and the ignite jug used to make the first batch of
Worcestershire sauce by John Wheeley Lea and William Henry Perrins. 9. CommanderySource: Ben Sutherland / flickrCommanderyDating back around 800 years, the half-timbered Commandery is a Grade I listed monument built as an almshouse by the Knights Hospitaller or Order of St John of Jerusalem.The almshouse granted corrodies (shelter and
sustenance in exchange for property), and the Commanderys masters became rich through these one-sided agreements.Later, in the English Civil War, the building was used by Charles I forces before the Battle of Worcester.Within is a museum dedicated to each phase of the buildings past, from Medieval times through the Tudor Period and the Civil
War into the 20th century when the Commandery had become a printworks.In the Civil War exhibition youll get to dress like a Royalist or Parliamentarian and learn about battle tactics on an interactive display.10. Infirmary MuseumSource: medicalmuseumInfirmary MuseumThis beautiful Georgian building a few steps from the City Art Gallery and
Museum was the Worcester Royal Infirmary from 1771 to 2002. Some landmarks in British medical history took place here, like in 1832, when the future British Medical Association met at the building for the first time.In 2012 the Infirmary reopened as a museum run by Worcester University, which exhibitions of instruments showing advances in
medical technology, historic training material and specimens like skulls, diagrams and models.There are also modern installations showing the future of medicine and challenging conceptions about medical health. 11. College GreenSource: Julian Walker / flickrCollege GreenThis little park just south of the cathedral has been a public green since the
Reformation when Worcester Priory was suppressed.There used to be an elaborate formal garden here until the Second World War when the green was turned into a potato patch.The joy of College Green is in the view of the cathedral, priory ruins and historic buildings of Kings School, founded by Henry VIII in 1541. A memorabl way to get here is
from the Watergate by the River Severn, dating to the 14th century and with carvings in the stonework recording the high watermark from historic floods.12. Worcestershire County Cricket ClubSource: facebookWorcestershire County Cricket Clubln spring and summer you can do something quintessentially English and watch a cricket match.New
Road, with a capacity of 5,500, is the home of Worcestershire.They are one of 18 first-class clubs in England and Wales domestic competition, and bounce between the Division One and Division Two, almost on an annual basis.If youre a newcomer to the sport you can be sure that the standard is high: One of the stars of the England team, Moeen Ali
plays for Worcestershire, and the squad is peppered with Australians who play in the English leagues during their winter season.One, Callum Ferguson has 30 caps for their One Day International Team.Matches last most of the day and take place roughly every other weekend. 13. Fort Royal ParkSource: muffinn / flickrFort Royal ParkA photogenic
view of the cathedral can be had from the hill in this park on the southeast side of the city.Fort Royal Park was also the scene of the final battle of the English Civil War, in 1651. Fort Royal was a sconce (small artillery fortification) constructed by Royalists and razed during the decisive Parliamentarian victory at the Battle of Worcester.The
significance of the place was not lost on the Second and Third Presidents John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, who considered it a birthplace of democracy and stopped here in 1786.14. Edward Elgar StatueSource: shutterstockEdward Elgar StatueArguably Englands greatest composer, Edward Elgar was born close to Worcester and grew up in the city
in the 1860s.Elgars compositions, like the Pomp and Circumstance Marches and the Enigma Variations are part of the international classical concert repertoire.His statue stands close to where his father had a music shop, facing the cathedral at the end of Worcester High Street.The monument was sculpted by Kenneth Potts and unveiled in 1981 by
Prince Charles.15. The Firs: Elgars Birthplace MuseumSource: Hikitsurisan / WikimediaThe FirsThree miles into the Worcestershire countryside, The Firs is the humble cottage where Elgar was born in 1857. Elgars father was a piano tuner and amateur musician, and his mother was the daughter of a farmer.His family lived here in the village of
Lower Broadheath for two more years before moving to Worcester.Elgar returned many times as an adult, and when a Baronet was created for him in 1931 he chose the title Baron Elgar of Broadheath. You can enter the cottage and its garden, and peruse the National Trust visitor centre, which opened in 2000. This delves into Elgars story, and has
music manuscripts, some 11,000 letters, awards, personal possessions gathered during Elgars travels and programmes from concerts. Worcester is a beautiful Cathedral and University City with a fascinating history, located in the heart of the West Midlands on the banks of the River Severn.We boast a wealth of interesting architecture; top class
sports teams and venues, combined with an unrivalled combination of independent boutiques and high street names, and a vibrant programme of events.To help you find your way around the best the City has to offer, Worcester CAMRA has put together a tour guide. It doesnt cover every good pub in the City, because theres just too many, so weve
been selective and presented the very best that are close enough to thecentral buses and train stations to make a nice tour. Please enjoy it responsibly.Follow this trail guide to find some great pubs serving great Mild Ale. All the pubs listed here will be serving Mild on Saturday. For some this is a regular occurrence, but for most it is a special
occasion and theres a promise of some interesting beers to be tried.Pick a category to filter your recsProperties ranked using Tripadvisor data including reviews, ratings, and number of page views. - Mediterranean, Greek, Healthy - Bar, British, Wine Bar - Cafe, British, Bar - Indian, Asian, Balti - Mediterranean, Greek, CafeThe GuildhallHigh
StreetWorcesterWR1 2EYVisit WorcesterWorldwide production of Worcestershire sauce, its important part in the English civil war and the resting place of King John at Worcester Cathedral."Around 150,000 bottles of Worcestershire Sauce are produced in Worcester every day."From Visit WorcestershireWorcester is a cultural city with a historic
heart. The city has a fantastic programme of arts and cultural events with festivals of music, literature, heritage and a variety of other themes, including one dedicated to Worcesters very own Sir Edward Elgar, as well as a colourful array of street markets. Whatever your interests, youll be sure to find something to entertain you here.Amid the city
centre hustle and bustle, Worcester has an abundance of beautiful parks, peaceful gardens and green spaces perfect for walking, cycling and picnicking. The Riverside Park winds along the banks of the Severn whilst the Civil War playground at Fort Royal Park (the site of the Battle of Worcester) has some of the best views across the city.Worcester is
one of the oldest cities in the country, with evidence of settlements here dating back to 700BC. The city was fortified in Saxon times and our history can still be seen in the landscape today, from cobbled Tudor streets to elegant Queen Anne architecture. The street layout hasnt changed since the Middle Ages; you can visit the remnants of the once
majestic city walls and walk paths trod by Romans.The dramatic Worcester Cathedral rises out of the city landscape and nestles alongside Britains longest river, the River Severn. The Cathedral houses Royal tombs, as well as the tomb of three-time Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin; the only Prime Minister to have ever served under three monarchs.As
the site of the first and last battles of the Civil War, no trip to Worcester would be complete without a visit to The Commandery, our Civil War HQ. Or you could take in a fascinating tour of the battle sites which are scattered throughout the city and surrounding areas.While youre here, why not learn about our industrial heritage?The Museum of Royal
Worcester is located on the former Worcester Porcelain Factory site and boasts the worlds largest collection of Royal Worcester Porcelain. Within a few minutes walk, we also have Tudor House Museum and the beautiful Guildhall to explore. Towards the north of the city, just a couple of minutes walk from Foregate Street train station, Worcester City
Art Gallery and Museum is housed in an elegant Victorian building in the heart of Worcester.The beautiful interior is a warm and friendly place, with something for all the family to enjoy. Immerse yourself in the special exhibitions, events and activities throughout the year.We have a variety of self-guided trails available on our website, or visitors can
book a guided tour to hear stories told by our local expert tour guides.Tourist Information CentreLocated in The Guildhall on Worcester High Street, the TIC is a fantastic source of information, guides and maps to help you plan your visit to the city and surrounding area - as well as pick up those essential souvenirs and gifts!The shop stocks a wide
range of Worcester products, books and maps, local food and drink and you can purchase tickets for various services, including day trips, guided walks and a host of local events.When we are open:Monday-Friday 9.30am-5pm, Saturday and Bank Holidays 10am-4pm, Sunday (May-September) 11lam-3pmWorcester Tourist Information Centre The
Guildhall High StWorcester WR1 2EYTel: 01905 726311Email: tourism@worcester.gov.ukVisit WorcesterTourist Information CentreGuildhall Fun Day | Bank Holiday MondayClimb and slide your way through the inflatable pirate fun run in The Commandery's gardens, and swab the deck, walk the plank, and climb the rigging on the pirate obstacle
course too.Find out moreWe only had small amount of time to enjoy the gardens due to close to closing time , but the gardens was beautiful so many nice shrubs and flowers to see some lovely areas you would love to just sit and relax was nice too see the ornate fireplace that was saveed from demolition back to wall cottages o. The north wall which
has now been turned into a nice wall fountain , has quite few seating outside for the cafe but unfortunately was closed where we may have liked to take a drink with a cake , maybe be ideal to see places like this stay open till 6 pm especially during the summer seasonReview of: Greyfriars' House and GardenSuch a lovely setting for pottery painting!
This was our second visit and we came to celebrate our final 'girls day' before my daughter starts school in September. The staff always make us feel so welcome and made a real fuss of my daughter which made her day! It was quiet so we didn't feel rushed to finish and they were very generous with the paints and the tool allocation! We had such a
lovely visit- thank you!Review of: Museum of Royal WorcesterWe had the most fantastic afternoon at Piston Gin, the Staff were friendly, competent, and witty, delivering a great introduction into their story of the gin business and educating us about where gin originated from, even covering the story of 'mothers ruin' and 'trench foot' which was of
great interest.We made our own lovely bottle of gin, enjoyed a cheese board and were given extremely generous measures of various gins. If only we had known how much we could have consumed we would have booked a taxi or a b&b locally! (Never got to try the whiskey or vodka)We would highly recommend this experience at Piston Gin, and
would love to visit again.Review of: Piston DistilleryCroome is a beautiful place to walk on a nice day. The riverside and the feel of thhe place is nice. Lovely place to relax and enjoy being outside.Did visit many years ago and i remember talking to a volunteer in the house who told me that soon the house would all be sorted and organised and not so
empty. Well, it was around 12 years ago and she is possibly telling the same story as it wasn't too different from what we saw. Very nice grounds and worth a visit. May not be a great day if windy and rainy but thinking about it, where in England is?Nice visitWhat an amazing park, its huge!!! Great place to take the kids, splash park was heaving with
kids having a great time in the sun! Lovely cafe Kynd Folk. Lovely food, food came very quickly after using the scan app, great friendly staff, plenty of seating and disabled parking right next to the cafe but a car park over the road too!! A lovely day out!Review of: Gheluvelt ParkA lovely building very close to Worcester foregate station to the right ,was
not here for the artwork has arts not my thing of interest but local history and museum artefacts are ,after short walk up a very nice mosaic staircase you enter a lovely cafe in a nice setting , then you enter the small museum we was particularly liking the history behind the local tradition of the famous table sauce Worcestershire sauce and they had
some interesting information about this and some lovely old bottles on display and some old clothes stained by the mixing process , also lots of local items to see and a fair bit of military equipment and uniforms ,the weirdest thing we came across was a display of a carcass of a cat that was found buried under the building maybe to warn off evil spirits
who knows , but it was a nice little find for about a hours worth viewing just on the museum section unless your into art has well ,the only let down was the gift shop on ground floor entrance only sold mainly art prints etc on fridge magnets etc been nice to see some local Worcester places on fridge magnets and especially the Worcestershire sauce
worth a 45-60minute walk aroundReview of: Worcester City Art Gallery & MuseumPopped in to see the lovely people in the tourist info centre today to give honest feedback about our experience on the walking tour. They were very attentive and took lots of notes and offered a full refund which was way above our expectations. Well done and thank
you!Review of: Worcester Tourist Information Centre
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