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Free, trusted NHS advice and guidance to help you have a healthy and happy baby during pregnancy, birth and parenthood. Language development is a key aspect of any childs growth, and many parents worry that they could be the cause of their childs speech delay. More often than not, that isnt the case, though. Did you know that regular speech
and verbal activities can help your child develop their speaking ability and avoid language development delays? To put your mind at ease, well show you five fun-filled, engaginglanguage development activities for your 2-3 year oldthat you can implement in your daily routine to help them learn and grow. First, lets establish what exactly a language
development delay is. A language development delay is when a child has difficulty understanding or using spoken language at an age where it should come naturally to them. Saying first wordsLearning new wordsResponding to languageUnderstanding sentences and wordsPutting words together to make a sentenceBuilding up a vocabulary repertoire
While some of these delays are associated with specific conditions, like autism, Down Syndrome, or deafness, many of them occur naturally on their own. Its easy to play the Name This Thing game, but it can significantly impact your childs speech and language development. Simply point to various objects in your house and ask your toddler to name
them. Help them along the way by naming the object yourself, then allowing them to do so. The goal is that eventually, when you point to household objects, your child will be able to recognize and name them themselves. Reading to your toddler on a daily basis is a terrific way to introduce them to new words. Early-level books with simple storylines
and pictures are best to keep them entertained and engaged. As you read along, ask your child simple questions about the story and what they see on the pages. Asking them to identify whats in the pictures is excellent, too. Remember if your child has a shorter attention span, you do not have to read every word on each page when first beginning.
Point and name pictures and actions on the page and turn to the next page to keep momentum going and maintain joint attention with your child. Reading to toddlers will significantly improve their vocabulary and teach them to respond accurately to questions theyre asked. Various toys and puppets can be great tools for working on language skills.
Give your child puppets or toys that you can make characters out of (dolls, action figures, stuffed animals, etc.) and allow their imagination to come to life. Show your children how to use the toys to have conversations; once you show them the way, theyll quickly catch on and take over. Using toys to work on conversation and vocabulary is a fun-filled
way to captivate your child. Through play, theyll learn how to answer questions, have a conversation flow naturally, and stay engaged with other people. Singing simple nursery rhymes and songs to your children is a wonderful way to introduce new words while assisting with focus, memory, and language development. Plus, music causes the brain to
release dopamine (a.k.a the happy hormone), so youll have a happy toddler on your hands. Sure, building blocks are a carefree toy to play with. Theyre also a top-tier tool to use during language skill development. Playing with blocks with your child is an opportunity to introduce words and phrases theyll use in their everyday lives. Introduce terms like
higher up, fall down, and left and right. You can also use building blocks as an opportunity to work on naming colors and counting numbers. This page has many great ideas and languages games for 3 year olds develop their speech and language skills. Some games are appropriate for children as young as 2 years old.If you don't think your child needs
help to develop his or her speaking and listening skills, stick with me anyway. EVERY CHILD should practice these skills.There will be an immense growth in speech and language skillsas a child turns 3 years old. This language growth sets the foundation for allcommunication, learning, reading, writing, speaking, listening, telling stories, making
friends... the list goes on!lt is important but yet fun to help your little one learn!Below is a quick overview of all the speech and language skills a child learns between 3-4 years of age. STAY WITH ME HERE! It is important to have an understanding of WHY you are playing certain games.What Your Toddler Will Learn This YearBy 3 years of ageThere
will be an immense growth in speech and language skillsas a child turns 3 years old. This language growth sets the foundation for allcommunication, learning, reading, writing, speaking, listening, telling stories, making friends... the list goes on!It is important but yet fun to help your little one learn!Below is a quick overview of all the speech and
language skills a child learns between 3-4 years of age. STAY WITH ME HERE! It is important to have an understanding of WHY you are playing certain games.Uses about 1,000 words consistentlyP, B, M, T, D, N H, K, G, W,Follows 2-step directionsSpeaks with 3+ word phrasesKnows simple concepts: big, little, in, out75% intelligible to unfamiliar
listenerUnderstands contrasting concepts: up vs downUses present progressive, -ing: runningCellUses negative words: no cookieCellCellTime concepts emerging: tomorrowCellCellUses words to get attentionCellThis is a fun one that will encourage language use out of sheerexcitement!Ideas To Try:Get out a bucket or a toy box and throw a bunch of
toys in it. Close your eyes and go on a "treasure hunt."If you have a sandbox, bury toys in the sand and then go on a treasure hunt!As you and your child pull toys out of the box, name them and say something about them.For example, if you pull out a doll...say "doll, I found the little doll!"What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentGrammar
DevelopmentTaking TurnsCreating sentencesHow?By playing this game with your child, you are modeling functional vocabulary words such as "dig" and "found." You are teaching irregular past tense verbs and personal pronouns with the phrase "I found."2. BlocksBlocks are a wonderful way to develop motor and cognitive skills, but it can help to
develop language too!Old school blocks are the best and the cheapest.Ideas To Try:Name the pictures on the blocksTalk about concepts - big, little, up, downBuild castles, houses, farms. Once yourmasterpiece is built, create stories out of your playanimalsand people.Click herefororal narrative tips for young children.What You Are Working
On:Vocabulary developmentIntroduction to early developing conceptsEarly narrative structures (possibly the MOST important skill to have)How?By playing this game with your child, you are teaching the concepts little, big, tall, etc... When your child learns this through block play and then plays again later in the day, learning is reinforced! Way
better than learning in an app By creating stories, your child is learning about characters, setting, problems, and resolutions. It is an important schematic to know.3. MealsThere is so much you can learn while eating!! This may be the best time to work on speech and language skills. We have a FREE handout that you can open today.Click the images
below for some free handouts on how to do this activity!Reading is one of the best ways to develop expressive language due to the illustrations andpredictabletext.Ideas To Try:Read a page in a book and then have yourchild read to youHave your child name pictures and expand on anything your child says. For example, if your child says "cow," expand
with "black and white cow."Ask your child to predict what might happen next.Have your child "read" to you!What You Are Working On:Everything!VocabularyEarly narrative structureHow?By reading the same book every night...and yes, repeating books is a GOOD thing... your child has lots of repetitive exposure to story structure, vocabulary,
prediction skills, grammar and more!Grab my FREE eBook for more in-depth tips. You don't want to miss out on this one!How we read to children is so critical that I wrote a free eBook to share my tips and ideas with my readers. It gives in-depth strategies and much more!lIf you are interested, please sign up and get your FREE copy!How To Best
Read To Your ChildSign up below to receive a free copy today!This game is great for listening skills and to get your child moving!How To Play:Play a game outside where you take turns starting to run by saying "go" and then say "stop" to freeze. If your child's listening skills are more advanced give directions such as "jump up and down until I say
stop."What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentFollowing directionsAttentionTurn-takingPlaying in a groupHow?By playing this game with your child, your child has to learn how to follow rules and work with other children. He/she has to listen to a direction or sometimes a 2-step direction. There are lots of teachable moments in this game
and your child will be motivated to learn.2. Read, Read, Read!Can I say this enough :)?Your child can sit longer for a book. Use that time wisely!Ideas To TryAsk your child to point to pictures as you readWork on 2 step-directions - ask your child to point to a picture and then a second picture. For example, "Point to the dog and the house" or "Where is
the boy and the car?"Ask some comprehension questions such as "who" and "what" after reading a page.Don't forget yourfree eBook!There are lots of great tips in it to make the most out of your reading time.What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentAnswering WH questionsEarly narrative structures (possibly the MOST important skill to
have)Practice asking questionsHow?By reading a familiar book and asking "following direction" questions, your child can really practice understanding those "directional" words such as "point to," "find," "then," etc...without having to learn new vocabulary too.Many children have trouble learning how to answer WH questions. Practicing this skill
while reading is GREAT since you have a visual right in front of you to refer to! Also, you are introducing the idea of predicting what will happen next and discussing WHY (context clues.)If your child is struggling with answering WH questions and you are a member, please log in and check out our:NEW WH worksheetsWH questions on the language
page (just scroll down a bit)If you are not a member, don't worry.4. OrganizeYes, organizing can be a language game 3-year-olds. This can be a popular one too! You can clean the house and work on 2-step directions at the same time.How To Play:Ask your child to pick up two different objects and give them to you. Or, tell your child, "get your shoes
and put them by the door."What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentFollowing 2-step directionsIntroduction to early developing conceptsHow?By following directions in a familiar environment, your child can practice understanding concepts such as colors and size. Your child can also practice direction words like the ones listed above in
other games.5. LaundryThis is another favorite language game for 3 year old. Do laundry and work on language skills!Ideas To Try (give directions)Sort socks or shirts by size. All little socks go in one pile and all big socks go in another pile.Sort clothes by gender (girls vs boys)Sort clothes by colorsWhat You Are Working On:Vocabulary
developmentIntroduction to early developing conceptsEarly narrative structures (possibly the MOST important skill to have)How?This game isn't any different than the ones above but you can focus on teaching concepts such as colors and the meaning of matching, folding, and sorting all while finally getting your laundry done!6. Cleanup, CleanupThe
cleanup game can be fun with a little creativity! How to Play:The parent and the child take turns "being in charge." Whoever is in charge asks the other to complete 1-, 2-, or 3-step directions. For example, "pick up the blue book and the green block and put it away." By taking turns being in charge, your child gets to practice listening skills as well as
expressive language skills.**For more advanced children, start introducing some prepositions such as on, in, or under with your directions.What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentIntroduction to early developing conceptsAbility to follow multi-step directions with spatial modifiersHow?By playing this game with your child, your child is
learning direction words and listening skills naturally. Hooked? Want more EASY ideas?Aren't you glad you stayed a while and read this page? Hope so Children learn best while playing with other children and with adults who create lots of natural language learning. I HIGHLY, HIGHLY, HIGHLY recommend that you readhow to talk to2-3 year old.A
few simple adjustments such as body height, how you ask questions and when NOT to talk can make all the difference.You may have been expecting a list of toys you could buy. I do have some recommendations for toys that are fun and functional. Please read ourrecommended toys...you won't be disappointed! Also, there are some great language
ideas there.Want more language games for all areas of development?The language development eBook series might be just what you need! There are 4 books in the series:They all include:Introduction and review of developmental milestonesFunctional ways to develop language skills at homeFun games to play with your child so that he/she won't even
know they are learningENTIRE YEAR of FREE Language MaterialsFill out the form below, and I will deliver my favorite materials right to your inbox EVERY MONTH for ONE YEAR!This is an excellent opportunity to sample the materials available at Speech Therapy Talk Membership and add a touch of joy to your inbox.One YEAR of FREE speech and
language materials!For 12 months, a new material will be delivered right to your inbox.Language and literacy form the bedrock of early learning, crucial for building the skills that children carry throughout their lives. For preschoolers, whose minds are like sponges eagerly soaking up new information, this is the perfect time to nurture their
understanding of language and their excitement for reading.This phase of their development is a golden opportunity to deeply enrich their learning journey with engaging language and literacy activities.In this article, you will learn:How early literacy activities significantly shape a childs developmentCreative and fun ways to make learning an
enjoyable experienceHandy tips to incorporate these activities into everyday life with easeDiving into the realm of language and literacy opens a door to a world filled with discovery and educational adventures for both preschoolers and those guiding them. The Importance of Early Literacy and Language DevelopmentThe early years of a child's life
are critical for developing key literacy and language skills. These skills are more than just the ability to read and write; they are the building blocks for communication, critical thinking, and understanding the world.In preschoolers, engaging in literacy activities is not just about learning the alphabet or reading wordsit's about igniting a love for
storytelling, expanding their vocabulary, and laying the groundwork for effective communication.Preschool learning activities play a pivotal role in this developmental stage. They provide young minds with the opportunity to explore language in its many forms, whether through songs, stories, or interactive games.These experiences are essential for
developing a strong foundation in language and literacy, which will support their academic journey and personal growth in the years to come.Engaging in literacy activities during these formative years helps preschoolers develop a range of skills:Language Skills: Understanding and using language effectively, including listening, speaking, reading,
and writingCognitive Development: Enhancing thinking, problem-solving, and understanding of conceptsSocial Skills: Learning to communicate, share, and interact with others, fostering empathy and cooperationEmotional Growth: Expressing and understanding feelings through words and storiesBy integrating literacy activities into their daily lives,
preschoolers are set on a path of lifelong learning and curiosity. What is Literacy in PreschoolBefore diving into strategies and activities, it's crucial to understand what literacy encompasses in a preschool setting. Literacy in preschool goes beyond just learning to read and write. It's a comprehensive concept that includes several key
components:Comprehension Skills: The ability to describe things and events, tell stories, and predict what will happen next in a story.Early Writing Skills: Beginning to write letters, names, and simple words, and understanding that writing is a form of communication.Phonemic Awareness: The ability to hear, identify, and play with individual sounds
(phonemes) in spoken words.Vocabulary Development: Building a bank of words that children understand and can use in conversation and comprehension.Print Awareness/Alphabet Knowledge: Understanding the basics of printed language, such as recognizing letters, knowing how to hold a book, and understanding that print carries meaning.In
preschool, these elements are nurtured through a blend of structured activities and play-based learning.The goal is to create a fun, engaging, and supportive environment where children can explore and develop these foundational skills, setting them up for future academic success and a lifelong love of reading, writing, and learning. Top 20 Language
and Literacy Activities for PreschoolersEvery preschool teacher understands the power of creative and engaging activities in nurturing literacy skills in young learners.To spark your imagination and enrich your teaching toolkit, we've compiled a selection of tried-and-true activities. Read-Aloud ActivitiesGathered together in a cozy corner,
preschoolers delight in the world of books during read-aloud time in a small group.This special time, filled with both enchanting stories and fascinating nonfiction, is more than just fun; it's a foundation for building robust literacy skills.Each fiction and informational book read and reread helps children understand words, recognize sounds, and start to
anticipate what comes next.Whether exploring imaginary worlds or learning real-world facts, it's a joy to see their language skills flourish with every book shared.This interactive and diverse reading experience is crucial in nurturing young readers and sparking a lifelong passion for all kinds of books. 1. Puppet Story RetellingChildren use puppets to
retell their favorite stories. This can be done with simple hand-made puppets representing the book's characters. It's a fun way for children to practice storytelling and recall as they bring the narrative to life through puppetry.2. Draw Your Own EndingInvite children to draw their own ending to a favorite story. This encourages creative thinking and
artistic expression. They can share their drawings with the class and explain how their ending differs from the original, promoting imagination and narrative skills. 3. Story Sequencing with PicturesUsing printed pictures from the story, children can arrange them in the order they appear in the book. This simple activity helps them understand the
sequence of events and reinforces story structure in an engaging way. 4. Responding to TextAfter reading a nonfiction book, engage preschoolers in activities that directly respond to the content. For instance, if the book is about butterflies, they could sequence the stages of a butterfly's life cycle. If it's about animals, they could match animals to their
habitats. The specific activity will depend on the book's topic, allowing for a variety of interactive and educational experiences. Listening and ComprehensionListening comprehension is essential for preschoolers' literacy development. It involves understanding spoken words and stories, which is crucial for learning to read and communicate
effectively.Activities focused on listening skills help children follow instructions, grasp storylines, and develop attention to detail. Enhancing these skills at an early age sets the stage for successful classroom learning and effective communication. 5. Listening LottoA game where children listen to descriptions and match them to pictures. This activity
develops listening comprehension and attention to detail, which are crucial for understanding stories and instructions. 6. Direction GamesChildren follow multi-step oral directions in a game format. This improves their listening skills and ability to process and follow instructions, which is important for academic success. Sensory Activities for
WritingSensory activities play a crucial role in developing literacy skills in preschoolers.Engaging multiple senses, these activities enhance letter recognition, fine motor skills, and understanding of language concepts. They provide a tactile and interactive experience, making learning more memorable and enjoyable.Such activities are especially
effective in early childhood, laying a strong foundation for reading and writing in a fun, engaging manner. 7. Sensory Writing TraysIn this activity, fill trays with sand or flour, allowing preschoolers to practice writing letters and simple words with their fingers. This sensory experience not only teaches letter recognition but also helps in fine motor skill
development, which is crucial for early writing. 8. Playdough Letter FormationUse playdough to strengthen hand muscles and learn letter shapes. Children can roll, flatten, and shape playdough to form letters of the alphabet. Use playdough mats or other aids to help students form letters correctly. This tactile activity helps in muscle development and
provides a fun, hands-on way to practice letter formation. Phonemic Awareness DevelopmentPhonemic awareness is a key component in early literacy development and is essential for preschoolers.It involves the ability to hear, identify, and manipulate individual sounds in spoken words.Activities focused on phonemic awareness lay the groundwork
for reading and spelling skills as they teach children to recognize and work with sounds in language.Engaging in these activities helps build a strong foundation for future literacy success, making learning to read and write a smoother process. 9. Rhyme Timeln this group activity, children are encouraged to think of and recognize rhyming words,
enhancing their ability to hear and manipulate sounds in spoken language, a key skill for developing reading abilities. 10. Beginning Sounds MatchChildren can match objects or pictures with the same beginning sounds. This activity strengthens their understanding of phonemes, the smallest units of sound, which is crucial for reading and spelling. 11.
Sound Bingoln this version of bingo, children listen for and identify different sounds instead of numbers, which sharpens their phonemic awareness and listening skills, both essential for early reading development. 12. Word Family GameChildren group words represented by pictures into families (e.g., cat, hat, bat). This helps them recognize common
spelling patterns and sound structures in words, aiding in future decoding skills. Alphabet KnowledgeAlphabet knowledge is fundamental in the journey of literacy for preschoolers.It encompasses recognizing letter shapes, understanding their sounds, and grasping their place in the alphabet sequence.Activities centered around alphabet knowledge
not only familiarize children with letters but also build the basis for phonics, reading, and writing.This foundational skill is crucial as it sets the stage for children to decode words and begin reading, paving the way for academic success.13. Alphabet Scavenger HuntChildren search for objects that start with each letter of the alphabet. This activity
promotes letter recognition and understanding the alphabetic principle foundational for reading and writing. 14. Letter of the DayEach day focuses on a different letter, involving activities that highlight its shape, sound, and usage. This reinforces alphabet knowledge, which is crucial for early literacy. 15. Alphabet SortingSorting objects or pictures
by their beginning letters helps children understand alphabetical order and letter recognition, key components of early literacy skills. 16. Alphabet ArtChildren create art based on different letters. This tactile activity reinforces letter recognition through creative expression, making learning the alphabet engaging and memorable. 17. Letter
TracingTracing letters in various mediums like sand or with finger paints. This activity develops fine motor skills and letter formation knowledge, which is essential for writing. Vocabulary BuildingBuilding a strong vocabulary is a cornerstone of literacy for young learners. It's about more than just learning new words; it's understanding their
meanings and contexts.Engaging in vocabulary-building activities helps preschoolers express themselves better and comprehend what they read and hear.This development is crucial for reading comprehension and overall language proficiency, forming a foundation for lifelong learning and communication. 18. Word of the DayIntroducing a new word
each day, used in sentences and conversations, expands children's vocabulary and understanding of language use, a critical aspect of literacy development. 19. Label the RoomBy labeling objects in the classroom, children associate words with their corresponding objects, enhancing word recognition and environmental print awareness, which is
foundational for reading. 20. Describing GameChildren describe an object for others to guess, using picture choices for reference. This activity builds vocabulary and descriptive language skills, which are important for expressive language development. Tips for Integrating Literacy into the Preschool DayFor educators in preschool settings, seamlessly
blending literacy into the daily routine is key to fostering an environment rich in language development.Here are some general tips that can help make literacy a natural and integral part of every school day:Create a Literacy-Rich Environment: Surround children with a variety of reading materials that are easily accessible. This includes books,
magazines, posters with poems or rhymes, and labels around the classroom. A visually rich environment stimulates curiosity and invites interaction with written words.Incorporate Literacy in Play: Utilize playtime as an opportunity for literacy learning. This could be through role-playing activities that involve reading signs or menus or building blocks
with letters and words. Play naturally engages children and makes learning more relatable.Daily Reading Time: Dedicate a specific time each day for reading. It could be a group activity or individual reading time. This routine helps establish reading as a regular and enjoyable part of the day.Encourage Oral Language Development: Foster a classroom
atmosphere where children feel comfortable expressing themselves. Engage them in conversations, ask open-ended questions, and encourage them to describe their experiences and feelings. Oral language skills are foundational for literacy development.Use Every Opportunity to Introduce New Vocabulary: Regularly introduce new words during
various activities and discussions. Explain the meanings in simple terms and encourage children to use new vocabulary words in conversations.Storytelling and Creative Expression: Encourage children to tell their own stories. This could be recounting a recent event, making a story, or describing a dream. Storytelling enhances imagination, narrative
skills, and vocabulary.Integrate Technology Thoughtfully: Use educational apps and online resources that promote literacy. Interactive storytelling apps, digital books, and educational games can be excellent supplements to traditional teaching methods.Involve Families in Literacy Development: Share tips and strategies with families for promoting
literacy at home. Regular communication about what is being learned in class can encourage literacy activities outside of school.By following these tips, educators can create a dynamic and engaging learning environment where literacy is interwoven throughout the day.This approach not only supports the development of reading and writing skills but
also nurtures a lifelong love for learning and exploration in young children. Wrapping UpStrengthening literacy skills in preschoolers is a critical step in their educational journey.It's essential for future school readiness, laying the groundwork for academic success and effective communication.These activities, carefully crafted for both enjoyment and
learning, are invaluable tools for teachers to nurture young minds, preparing them for the exciting challenges of future schooling. Language development is a vital aspect of communication in the early years. Children begin learning language very early in their development.The funny cooing noises parents make to their babies are the first steps along
the path of language development. During the early years, children must develop both their receptive and expressive language. Here are 15 of the best language activities for preschoolers. 1. Storytelling Books and storytelling are among the best ways to encourage language development. Read age-appropriate stories or just tell the story through the
pictures. Start early reading experiences with board books, and use sensory books to encourage your children to touch and feel items in the pictures. My absolute favourites and most educational are the books by Julia Donaldson and Dr Seuss. There is no end to the avenues you can explore, and the language you can develop, through books. The
kitchen offers many language opportunities. Here is a chance to encourage language development while you make something delicious to eat. Counting, weighing, and measuring are all part of the baking experience. Baking cookies with soft dough to roll and cut is arguably one of the best baking activities for preschoolers. After you have baked your
cookies, you can get creative and decorate them with icing and sprinkles. Finish off your baker, baker session with a tea party, and share your cookies with the rest of the family. Choose age-appropriate construction toys, such as Lego and wooden blocks. Construction toys provide an opportunity to talk about size and shape. Use construction toys to
follow instructions and build towers or castles. Then play with what you have built. Children love moving to music and playing musical games. Here are some ideas: Play songs to dance to, and clap hands to the rhythm. Play musical statues and sing along to the music. Bring out percussion instruments if you have them. Make your own shakers with
beans in a container. Learn about sound loud and soft, fast or slow, and happy or sad songs. Sing well-known songs to develop language. A collection of dressing-up clothes will encourage fantasy play and role play. Children can pretend to be someone else and use new vocabulary in their imaginative role. Find old hats and shawls at charity shops, or
visit party shops for wigs and funny masks. Join in the fun yourself and get dressed up. Picture books and non-fiction books provide great opportunities for developing language. Many picture books relate to specific themes. Looking at a page about the farm, for example, teaches a variety of vocabulary related to farms. Find out what your kids are
interested in. Look out for different themes and encourage pointing to and saying the names of the pictures. Picture books with hidden items or spot-the-difference books encourage observation skills and stimulate language. Getting out into the garden and appreciating nature is a great way to develop vocabulary. Learning about plants and nurturing
plants are valuable life skills. If you dont have access to a garden, try growing something in a pot or planting herbs in the kitchen. A visit to a park or nature reserve will help develop outdoor-related vocabulary. Here are some simple gardening activities for kids. Playing with puppets and making up puppet shows is wonderful for language
development. Children feel free to talk through their puppet friends. Holding a puppet in each hand creates an opportunity for a conversation between the two puppets. Children love making up puppet shows. They can tell a favourite fairy tale using puppets and entertain the whole family. Heres how you can make your own puppets! This is a very
good way to encourage children to describe objects. You need a cloth bag to put small objects into so they are not visible. Choose things around the house like a small ball, a teaspoon, a pencil and so on. The items are put into the bag, and your child puts their hand into the bag to feel one of the items. Then your child describes the item to you. You
have to guess what it is. Sand play and sensory trays help develop sensory vocabulary. A sensory tray filled with different objects encourages language as your children touch and talk about items in the tray. Choose things with different textures and sizes. Mix them together for sorting activities.Look for things like buttons, corks, pebbles, pasta,
blocks and Lego. A sandpit under a shady tree is always a talking point and an opportunity for digging, building and playing with sand toys. Paper plates are so versatile and there are many activities you can do and crafts you can make with them. Have a pile in store for rainy days. Keep a box of creative waste materials such as stickers, glue, wool,
felt pieces, old magazines, coloured sticky paper, markers, and stamps. Let your kids experiment with making masks and other creative crafts. Creating fantasy scenarios at home really encourages language and helps children have different social experiences in the comfort of their homes. Here are some ideas for fantasy play: Set up a shop corner
and play shop shop. Host a tea party and invite a friend to dress up. Play having a wedding or party or just play house. Join in to make it a language experience. Saying rhymes and learning fingerplays help develop language through repetition and memorising the words. Repetition is so important in learning a language. Driving in the car is a perfect
time to sing nursery rhymes and silly songs, and also to play word games. Children love to paint and it is agreat opportunity to learn about colours. It can be messy, but learning to clean up adds another dimension to vocabulary development, especially if you use fun clean-up songs. There are many different ways to use paint. Try finger painting or
block printing. Painting is a great way to help children express their feelings by discussing their artwork. Numerous card games are available that encourage vocabulary development. Matching pairs, Snap, and Happy Families are just a few. Playing card games develops social interaction and vocabulary associated with the game. Before you begin the
game, check that your children have the vocabulary needed to use the cards. Get your own set of printable memory card games here! The key to language development is interaction, and with interaction comes encouragement. Here are a few tips to help encourage children as they develop language. Pay attention to your children when they are
talking to you. Praise good speech and vocabulary. Help with new words by repeating them. Expand on phrases or words to boost vocabulary (for example, your child says my ball and you reply yes, your ball is a big ball). Never make fun of mistakes correct gently by repeating the sentence correctly. Use TV and screens sparingly. Check your children
for ear infections. Talk about what you are doing as you go about your daily chores. Be a good role model. The rate at which children learn new words is amazing. They are like little sponges soaking up every word they hear. What a joy to be part of their language learning experience! For more info, read all about the 17 early literacy skills here. This
page has many great ideas and languages games for 3 year olds develop their speech and language skills. Some games are appropriate for children as young as 2 years old.If you don't think your child needs help to develop his or her speaking and listening skills, stick with me anyway. EVERY CHILD should practice these skills.There will be an
immense growth in speech and language skillsas a child turns 3 years old. This language growth sets the foundation for allcommunication, learning, reading, writing, speaking, listening, telling stories, making friends... the list goes on!lIt is important but yet fun to help your little one learn!Below is a quick overview of all the speech and language skills
a child learns between 3-4 years of age. STAY WITH ME HERE! It is important to have an understanding of WHY you are playing certain games.What Your Toddler Will Learn This YearBy 3 years of ageThere will be an immense growth in speech and language skillsas a child turns 3 years old. This language growth sets the foundation for
allcommunication, learning, reading, writing, speaking, listening, telling stories, making friends... the list goes on!lIt is important but yet fun to help your little one learn!Below is a quick overview of all the speech and language skills a child learns between 3-4 years of age. STAY WITH ME HERE! It is important to have an understanding of WHY you
are playing certain games.Uses about 1,000 words consistentlyP, B, M, T, D, N H, K, G, W,Follows 2-step directionsSpeaks with 3+ word phrasesKnows simple concepts: big, little, in, out75% intelligible to unfamiliar listenerUnderstands contrasting concepts: up vs downUses present progressive, -ing: runningCellUses negative words: no
cookieCellCellTime concepts emerging: tomorrowCellCellUses words to get attentionCellThis is a fun one that will encourage language use out of sheerexcitement!Ideas To Try:Get out a bucket or a toy box and throw a bunch of toys in it. Close your eyes and go on a "treasure hunt."If you have a sandbox, bury toys in the sand and then go on a
treasure hunt!As you and your child pull toys out of the box, name them and say something about them.For example, if you pull out a doll...say "doll, I found the little doll!"What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentGrammar DevelopmentTaking TurnsCreating sentencesHow?By playing this game with your child, you are modeling functional
vocabulary words such as "dig" and "found." You are teaching irregular past tense verbs and personal pronouns with the phrase "I found."2. BlocksBlocks are a wonderful way to develop motor and cognitive skills, but it can help to develop language too!Old school blocks are the best and the cheapest.Ideas To Try:Name the pictures on the blocksTalk
about concepts - big, little, up, downBuild castles, houses, farms. Once yourmasterpiece is built, create stories out of your playanimalsand people.Click herefororal narrative tips for young children.What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentIntroduction to early developing conceptsEarly narrative structures (possibly the MOST important skill
to have)How?By playing this game with your child, you are teaching the concepts little, big, tall, etc... When your child learns this through block play and then plays again later in the day, learning is reinforced! Way better than learning in an app By creating stories, your child is learning about characters, setting, problems, and resolutions. It is an
important schematic to know.3. MealsThere is so much you can learn while eating!! This may be the best time to work on speech and language skills. We have a FREE handout that you can open today.Click the images below for some free handouts on how to do this activity!Reading is one of the best ways to develop expressive language due to the
illustrations andpredictabletext.Ideas To Try:Read a page in a book and then have yourchild read to youHave your child name pictures and expand on anything your child says. For example, if your child says "cow," expand with "black and white cow."Ask your child to predict what might happen next.Have your child "read" to you!What You Are
Working On:Everything!VocabularyEarly narrative structureHow?By reading the same book every night...and yes, repeating books is a GOOD thing... your child has lots of repetitive exposure to story structure, vocabulary, prediction skills, grammar and more!Grab my FREE eBook for more in-depth tips. You don't want to miss out on this one!How we
read to children is so critical that I wrote a free eBook to share my tips and ideas with my readers. It gives in-depth strategies and much more!If you are interested, please sign up and get your FREE copy!How To Best Read To Your ChildSign up below to receive a free copy today!This game is great for listening skills and to get your child moving!How
To Play:Play a game outside where you take turns starting to run by saying "go" and then say "stop" to freeze. If your child's listening skills are more advanced give directions such as "jump up and down until I say stop."What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentFollowing directionsAttentionTurn-takingPlaying in a groupHow?By playing this
game with your child, your child has to learn how to follow rules and work with other children. He/she has to listen to a direction or sometimes a 2-step direction. There are lots of teachable moments in this game and your child will be motivated to learn.2. Read, Read, Read!Can I say this enough :)?Your child can sit longer for a book. Use that time
wisely!ldeas To TryAsk your child to point to pictures as you readWork on 2 step-directions - ask your child to point to a picture and then a second picture. For example, "Point to the dog and the house" or "Where is the boy and the car?"Ask some comprehension questions such as "who" and "what" after reading a page.Don't forget yourfree
eBook!There are lots of great tips in it to make the most out of your reading time.What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentAnswering WH questionsEarly narrative structures (possibly the MOST important skill to have)Practice asking questionsHow?By reading a familiar book and asking "following direction" questions, your child can really
practice understanding those "directional" words such as "point to," "find," "then," etc...without having to learn new vocabulary too.Many children have trouble learning how to answer WH questions. Practicing this skill while reading is GREAT since you have a visual right in front of you to refer to! Also, you are introducing the idea of predicting what
will happen next and discussing WHY (context clues.)If your child is struggling with answering WH questions and you are a member, please log in and check out our:NEW WH worksheetsWH questions on the language page (just scroll down a bit)If you are not a member, don't worry.4. OrganizeYes, organizing can be a language game 3-year-olds. This
can be a popular one too! You can clean the house and work on 2-step directions at the same time.How To Play:Ask your child to pick up two different objects and give them to you. Or, tell your child, "get your shoes and put them by the door."What You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentFollowing 2-step directionsIntroduction to early
developing conceptsHow?By following directions in a familiar environment, your child can practice understanding concepts such as colors and size. Your child can also practice direction words like the ones listed above in other games.5. LaundryThis is another favorite language game for 3 year old. Do laundry and work on language skills!Ideas To Try
(give directions)Sort socks or shirts by size. All little socks go in one pile and all big socks go in another pile.Sort clothes by gender (girls vs boys)Sort clothes by colorsWhat You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentIntroduction to early developing conceptsEarly narrative structures (possibly the MOST important skill to have)How?This game isn't
any different than the ones above but you can focus on teaching concepts such as colors and the meaning of matching, folding, and sorting all while finally getting your laundry done!6. Cleanup, CleanupThe cleanup game can be fun with a little creativity!How to Play:The parent and the child take turns "being in charge." Whoever is in charge asks the
other to complete 1-, 2-, or 3-step directions. For example, "pick up the blue book and the green block and put it away." By taking turns being in charge, your child gets to practice listening skills as well as expressive language skills.**For more advanced children, start introducing some prepositions such as on, in, or under with your directions.What
You Are Working On:Vocabulary developmentIntroduction to early developing conceptsAbility to follow multi-step directions with spatial modifiersHow?By playing this game with your child, your child is learning direction words and listening skills naturally. Hooked? Want more EASY ideas?Aren't you glad you stayed a while and read this page? Hope
so Children learn best while playing with other children and with adults who create lots of natural language learning. I HIGHLY, HIGHLY, HIGHLY recommend that you readhow to talk to2-3 year old.A few simple adjustments such as body height, how you ask questions and when NOT to talk can make all the difference.You may have been expecting a
list of toys you could buy. I do have some recommendations for toys that are fun and functional. Please read ourrecommended toys...you won't be disappointed! Also, there are some great language ideas there.Want more language games for all areas of development?The language development eBook series might be just what you need! There are 4
books in the series:They all include:Introduction and review of developmental milestonesFunctional ways to develop language skills at homeFun games to play with your child so that he/she won't even know they are learningENTIRE YEAR of FREE Language MaterialsFill out the form below, and I will deliver my favorite materials right to your inbox
EVERY MONTH for ONE YEAR!This is an excellent opportunity to sample the materials available at Speech Therapy Talk Membership and add a touch of joy to your inbox.One YEAR of FREE speech and language materials!For 12 months, a new material will be delivered right to your inbox. Engaging ESL Games for 23 Year OldsSupport early
vocabulary development with fun, movement-based games designed just for preschool learners. These playful activities use music, crafts, pretend play, and simple props to encourage listening, speaking, and confidence in the classroom. All ideas have been classroom-tested by Mr. Tim and are perfect for international schools, kindergartens, and ESL
settings in Japan or beyond. Updated: October 21, 2023 As an infant/toddler developmental therapist, I understand the crucial role adults play in shaping toddlers language development. Early on, we have the power to influence their communication skills in meaningful ways. Im excited to share my favorite play-based, nurturing language activities
that will not only enrich your toddlers language journey but also make learning fun and interactive. Language development in the early years can impact a persons ability to communicate and understand language over a lifetime. A childs vocabulary starts to snowball during the toddler years. As communication skills develop, parents and educators
need to ensure they are creating a language-rich environment. This is also the time to closely monitor language development to catch speech and communication delays early. Peek-a-boo is a classic game thats beloved by babies and toddlers. It is one of the first social games that babies catch onto. Peek-a-boo also mimics the rhythm ofserve-and-
returncommunication. Babies and toddlers learn language through positive reading experiences. Board books are best for early language development because they are baby-safe to explore. Caregivers can describe illustrations and connect the stories to the childs real life. The day will come when your toddler has a favorite book they want to read
over and over.For now, you get to choose which books you love and want to read together. Younger toddlers get plenty out of a reading experience where the adult is delighted and engaged. Literacy skills begin with access to quality childrens books. Create a reading routine, set up a cozy reading nook, or start a weekly library tradition. Babies and
toddlers dont need a fully-stocked bookshelf. Whats most important is to create a space in your home (and schedule!) to share joyful reading time with children. Visit your local library or sign up for a childrens book club to create meaningful reading experiences with your toddler. Want to create the perfect cozy home library? I have a resource for
that. Introducing a few baby signs to older infants and young toddlers helps boost language development. Children learn best when concepts combine mind and body. If you do use baby sign language, be intentional about saying the word with the sign. This helps build the language connection for your child. I can make a spectacular argument that
sensory play supports every learning domain. Actually, thats probably why I started this entire website. Anyway, sensory play is the perfect opportunity to introduce interesting new vocabulary. Take time to describe what your child is feeling, smelling, seeing, hearing, and even tasting. Ice Cube Play Tearing Paper Play Dough Water Play Singing is a
great way to promote language development. Introduce music in whatever ways feel comfortable for you. If that means only singing to the radio, thats fine. You can also turn normal routines into songs or sing favorite lullabies. Trust me, you do not always need to play childrens songs. Your toddler will get more from the experience if they see you
engaged and enjoying it. Fingerplays and action songs are a great way to promote language development. Itsy Bitsy Spider Im Bringing Home a Baby Bumblebee 5 Little Monkeys For younger toddlers, simply labeling familiar objects is a great way to build vocabulary. Adding descriptions is a bonus. Lets put on your yellow flower shirt. Here are the
crackers. You loved these round crackers. Drawing your childs attention to what they are experiencing and language is so powerful. This builds both language and cognitive skills. Your toes feel cold. They were cold when you got out of the bath too. That was a big yawn. I yawn when Im tired. Are you sleepy? Remember when I said quizzing is not a
developmentally appropriate way to support language?I did that. However, open-ended questions are golden for language development. Even for children who are learning words, open-ended questions help boost language. Instead of you repeating the same question, you can start introducing new language? What color is that? What animal is that?
What is this called?The cat is gone. Where do you think shes hiding? We cleaned up. What should we do next? Get my free list of open-ended questions. Memorize a handful of these and get in the habit of working them into playtime. Serve-and-return is taking turns communicating with your child. This could as simple as exchanging smiles. For
children who arent verbal yet, serve-and-return is responding to their coos, cries, and squeals. Focusing on the rhythm of a serve-and-return conversation helps young toddlers learn how to communicate. Check out this video to learn more. Playing with letter sounds and rhymes helps a toddlers brain build language connections. Many childrens songs
and books already emphasize alliteration. You can draw your childs attention to these sounds in everyday conversations. There is a bluebird. Oh its a buh-loo buh-ird. These flowers are fabulous. Fabulous flowers. You can also use alliteration and rhymes to create treasure baskets or a themed reading time. Toddlers are not developmentally ready to
identify sounds on their own, but they can still begin to build connections. Doughnut toy Doily Toy dog Letter D magnet DumptruckSlinky Toy strawberry Toy snake Spoon Spongelf You Give a Moose a Muffin Llama Llama Red Pajama Chicka Chicka Boom Boom Belly Button Book Narrating your actions also promotes language development. This
means describing what youre doing as youre doing it. For example, Im putting on my shoes. Im tying my laces. After this, Im going to find my coat. You can also narrate your childs actions. For example, Youre putting the block on top of the other block. The tower is getting taller. Face-to-face interactions are how children learn to shape their mouths
to form sounds and how to communicate nonverbally. Engage in face-to-face interactions with your child as often as possible. This means making eye contact, using facial expressions, and vocalizing. Treasure baskets are an easy way to introduce loose parts to younger toddlers. As toddlers manipulate and investigate the treasure items, you can talk
about each item. This is a great chance to share new vocabulary and have conversations. Metallic objects Circles + round objects Nature objects Magnetic objects Monochrome (all the objects are the same color) This is an alternative version of a treasure basket with a the theme is a specific book. The Pout Pout Fish Toy fish Seashells Mirror (for
practicing pouting face) Empty peanut butter jar Chicka Chicka Boom Boom Goodnight Moon Toy bears Mittens Bowl Comb Brush Toy mouseLamb toy (Mary Had a Little Lamb) Spider toy + rainstick (Itsy Bitsy Spider) Watch + toy mouse (Hickory Dickory Dock) For older infants and young toddlers, baby dolls and stuffed animals are often the first
props in pretend play. Dramatic play becomes more complex as a child gets older and is valuable in developing language and communication skills. At this age, they need you to model how to use toys in dramatic play. Model conversations, narrate caring for a baby doll, or have the toys act out simple social scenarios. Toddlers will be able to practice
using the words and sounds they are learning. Giving your child simple instructions is a way for them to build receptive language skills. Can you hand me that book, please? Find your shoe and bring it here. Toss that paper in the trash. Dont use this activity to test how well your child can follow directions. Instead, you are using these opportunities to
gently guide your child when they are confused or dont understand a request. You are giving them the language they need to problem-solve. Oh, I needed the book. You gave me the box. The book is beside it. Do you need help finding your shoe? Check under the blanket. Hey, you found the trash can. Thanks for helping me clean up the kitchen. Try
asking mom where the cup is. Telling stories builds language and can help a child learn more about their family or community. This is a perfect activity to do while driving in a car or walking. You can tell stories from books, make up your own, or share stories from your own life. Asking your child to share about their artwork is a perfect way to build
language. Toddlers can practice sharing what they created. Adding dictation to art helps capture your childs words. Take a moment to write exactly how your child described it at the bottom of the art. It blue. Dog. I did it! As children get a little older, always ask permission before writing on their artwork. You can add a post-it note or write on the
back if they want you to capture their description without altering their creations. Nothing more personal than the moments you provide direct care to your baby or toddler. Rocking to sleep, bathing, changing diapers, feeding, and dressing are all very intimate moments. Use these times to really connect with your children and introduce language.
This activity will make any play more language-rich. It also helps your child preserve the information they just learned. Oh, that didnt fit. Yes, try rotating the block like that. You are trying so hard to reach that. You lifted up on your tippy-toes and reached the book. There are endless opportunities for language learning when you explore the outdoors.
Point out different colors, shapes, sizes, and textures as you walk. Describe the actions of animals and people you see. Ask your child questions about what they are experiencing. I see a red bird. Do you see it? Its flying from that tree to the next one. The wind is blowing. Do you feel it? Its so strong! That dog is so big! And hes barking. What do you
think that kid is saying? Yes, a math activity to promote language skills. When you count with your child, you are not only teaching them numbers but also new words. As you count different items with your child, help them describe what they are seeing. One, two, three, four blueberries. Can you eat one? Five flowers. I wonder if bees are eating from
all five? Ten steps. Lets see if we can take ten more. Labeling feelings is a great way to help your child understand and begin to regulate their emotions. It also helps them learn the words to express what they are thinking and feeling. You look so happy! Did something fun happen? You seem a little sad today. Want to sit with me? We know that
reading boosts language skills. But once toddlers get a little older, they begin to seek out specific interests (e.g., dinosaurs, dogs, cars, babies, cookies, birthdays). Choosing books relevant to your toddler helps them get the most from reading time. Then you can also use books your child loves to bridge to other topics and vocabulary. As toddlers get
older, open-ended questions will help expand their thinking and language. For older infants and younger toddlers, open-ended questions were a way to support cognitive skills. Once toddlers begin picking up more words, open-ended questions can lead to engaging conversations. Closed, quizzing questions dont build language and communication
skills. What letter is that? What does that animal say? What is this called? Open-ended questions inspire conversation and thinking. They require your child to use more than one word to answer. Open-ended questions also encourage critical thinking. I hear a bird singing. What do you think it is saying? You worked so hard to build this tower. Now,
what are you going to do? Where do you think the cat is hiding? I made a whole list that you can get here.Memorize a handful of these and get in the habit of working open-ended questions into playtime. Creating a quality, inviting reading space sends the message that books are valuable. You want an area that is comfortable and inviting for your
child. Dont overthink it too much. A cushion on the floor next to a bin of books creates a wonderful reading space. Imaginative gamesallow your child to practice using new words in a fun and creative way. Pretend playToy phones, old analog phones or cellphones, microphones Puppets Art Music Sensory play Storytelling Block building Childrens
songs and nursery rhymes often include rhymes, alliterations, and exciting vocabulary. Here are some ideas to add more songs and nursery rhymes to your toddlers play: Post nursery rhymes near a reading area, bathroom, or changing table Create anursery rhyme book basket Choose a song to include in your daily routinesToothbrushing song Clean
up song Lullabies Good morning song Environmental print is the print that surrounds us in our everyday lives. This can include street signs, labels on food, and logos. Pointing out environment print promotes language by showing your child how words are used in the world around them. Point out signs on car rides or walks Read signs in buildings
Talk about book titles Talk about recipes while cooking Loose partsare any open-ended materials that your toddler can investigate and manipulate. Loose parts activities engage your toddlers curiosity and create the perfect opportunity to introduce new vocabulary or open-ended questions. This shell feels smooth, but yours feels bumpy. Thats called a
whisk, and you stir with it like this. What does this remind you of? Sensory play gives your child a chance to practice using new words to describe the sensations they are experiencing. In a toddler classroom, children gather around large sensory tables and can practice communicating with each other. Ice Cube Play Tearing Paper Play Dough Water
Play Asking your child to share their artwork is a perfect way to build language. Take a moment to write what your child described on the bottom of the art, even if it is just a word or two. Adding dictation to art helps capture your childs words, and they get to practice communicating what they have created. For mommy. Thats May. Bubble. A bubble.
A pink. You should always ask permission before writing on a childs artwork. You can add a post-it note or write the dictation on the back of the paper. For art not on a piece of paper, you can fold a notecard in half and display a childs description beside their artwork. This option works for play dough, blocks, or other 3D art. I mentionedsongs and
nursery rhymesalready, but this activity is for the adults who are burnt out on childrens music. I understand! Your toddler will love to share some of your favorite songs with you. Create a playlist of songs you are comfortable sharing with your child or classroom. When everyone needs a musical dance break, use this playlist. When toddlers hear you
sing along to the music, it helps them learn the words in the lyrics. Play doughis creative and sensory-stimulating activity. In the beginning, you should spend time modeling how to use dough. As toddlers get older, they are ready to explore dough safely. Eventually, toddlers will be ready for more complex dough activities. You can add more materials,
add dough to sensory bins, or make a simple dough recipe together. Learn more about the benefits of play dough. A scavenger hunt is a great way to support your toddlers love of exploring. Toddlers can name and describe the objects they find. Toddlers will build language as they work with an adult to name the items they are searching for and
problem-solve where to find them. Adults can use open-ended questions to guide toddlers. Access my free (adorable!) nature scavenger hunt PDFs here. Pretend play becomes more complex through the toddler years. What begins as simple object play slowly becomes a social game with established roles. For younger toddlers, pretend play is a chance
to act out scenarios. Older toddlers will begin to interact with peers to role play. Adding props with print (menus, empty food boxes or cans, or greeting cards) Introducing new vocabularyYou put that hat on and look like a chef. Chefs cook food. Ask open-ended questionsWhat else can I get you for the tool table? Connecting language to body
movement is a fantastic way to promote language development. Toddlers learn best when there is a connection between their bodies and minds. Talk about how your toddler feels or narrate their actions to add more language. My heart is beating faster from that dance. When we turn upside down, the room looks different. We can feel our legs stretch
when we do this. Show me some of your favorite dance moves. You can also introduce your toddler to dance and yoga terminology if youre comfortable. A little research can give you simple ballet terms or names for yoga poses. Naturally, I am a big proponent of toddlers spending time outdoors. The weather, creatures, and plants all provide a perfect
opportunity to talk about new words or concepts. Your toddlers curious brain is primed to learn during rich-sensory outdoor play. We can hear birds singing. The water feels so cold on my feet. You had sand stuck to your leg. I see bees on the pink flowers. Weather is a golden conversation topic for toddlers. Unlike many topics associated with circle
times (btw, circle time isnotdevelopmentally appropriate for toddlers), the weather is actually relevant to toddlers. The weather provides a sensory experience that toddlers can connect to. Talking about the weather is a chance for adults to introduce new vocabulary. Its cold today. What do you think we should wear? The rain made everything wet.
The wind keeps making the leaves swirl. That sun feels warm on our face. It is hot outside this afternoon. We will take water.foggy booming thunder blizzard misty rain sleet bright lightning dark storm clouds breeze Sorting activities are a natural step in toddler play. Once they become more familiar with objects, they are ready to sort, compare, and
contrast them. Remember, each toddler will develop classifying skills are an individual pace. Adults need to be intentional about describing characteristics, counting aloud, and usingopen-ended questionsto promote language skills during sorting activities. Sorting bears Rocks + shells Different-sized pinecones Muffin tins + pompoms Sectioned
serving platters + animal toys Bowls + flowers Flat stones + round stones As toddlers build language skills, they will be able to start telling stories or adding to the stories you tell. Wordless books and art are great ways to build storytelling skills. Another way toddlers develop storytelling skills is with toy animals or people figures. For younger
toddlers, it helps to model how to make toys talk and interact. Setting up small world scenes can inspire more storytelling too. Action figures and toys of favorite characters help with storytelling, but children often focus on re-creating scenes from the shows or movies. Toddlers will tap into their own imagination with more generic toys versus a
trademarked character. This is a fun, silly game for toddlers to practice describing or naming objects. Hide a few items in a pillowcase or a box with a hole cut out. Your toddler will reach in to feel an object and try to name it. If they cant name it, ask them to describe how it feels. I love this activity because you can do it over and over with different
items. This activity will test your toddlers cognitive and language skills in a hilarious, delightful way. Adding a group of related items will help your toddler build classifying skills too. For example, all the objects could be types of toy vehicles, or all the items could be kitchen utensils. Naming emotions is a powerful way to support language and
emotional development. The ability to communicate is a key part of language development. For toddlers who are just beginning to understand emotions, it helps when adults intentionally name emotions. Parents and educators should also model how to talk about feelings. The baby bear in this book looks so sad. She misses her mom. I feel frustrated
that I burnt supper. Im going to take a deep breath in the other room. You seemed mad when you threw that toy. Want to sit with me and talk? You were smiling when you reached the top. You probably feel so proud. Ive talked about why parents should include toddlers in daily household tasks. Essentially, I advocated for parents to stop trying to get
chores over with. I wanted parents to mimic how teachers in early childhood classrooms will include toddlers in their daily routines. Toddlers learn language through exposure to it. And unfortunately, household chores and routines take up a large part of parents time at home. Instead of toddlershaving screen time, a better option is to find ways to
include them or find engaging ways for them to play nearby. Putting dishes in the dishwasher Setting plates on the table Playing with a kitchen prop box Reading books in the laundry room Prop boxes are great for pulling out when you need a quick activity. Prop boxes are themed boxes of props for pretend play. Some examples of a prop box for
toddlers could be: Winter: gloves, mittens, and winter hats Construction: toy tools + hard hat Doctor: gauze, ice pack, bandaids, doctor toys Restaurant: notepad, menu, apron, play food Labeling familiar objects is an excellent way to addenvironmental printto your home or classroom. Use stick-on labels, masking tape, or a label maker to label familiar
items. Place the labels are your childs eye level. Cabinet Bookshelf Refrigerator Chair Table Stepstool Door Window DIY books give toddlers a chance to bring their language to life. While there are plenty of homemade book options, my favorites for toddlers are to use a photo album or a binder. Toddlers can help choose photos to put into a photo
album. These photos can inspire conversations and storytelling. Binders with plastic page protectors are the perfect way to store a childs artwork. By adding dictation, the book of art becomes its own reading experience. Toddlers will begin to better understand that the print on their artwork is their own words and descriptions. Writing activities help
toddlers understand that print has meaning. Unlike younger toddlers, who are learning to manipulate writing utensils, older toddlers are developing more advanced writing skills. Older toddlers will begin to scribble more intentionally, with lines of scribbles that look like cursive, well, gibberish. Toddlers will start to make letter-like forms too. Adults
can support writing development by creating writing spaces. Keep appropriate writing materials and paper available at all times. In toddler classrooms, add writing utensils and paper to other play areas in the room. Clipboards with loose paper and a colored pencil are accessible and easy to grab-and-go. Its important to monitor your toddlers
language development and contact a pediatrician if there are any concerns. There are many ways to do this. One easy option is to use the CDC Milestone Tracker. This tracker comes in PDFs or on an app. You can track of your childs progress and identify any red flags. If you notice that your child is behind in some areas, or if you have any concerns,
you should contact the pediatrician. They may refer you to a local early intervention agency for a full developmental assessment (free in the United States). Ultimately, by screening for delays and getting early help, we can ensure that all children have the opportunity to reach their full potential. Hello. If you have visited this website before, you
probably got the impression that my personal teaching philosophy is that learning is best when it is open-ended, interactive, and filled with wonder. This same philosophy applies to a language activity for toddlers. At thisstage of development, toddlers are still trying to figure out the world, one object or concept at a time. They need time to explore at
their own individual pace. In most cases, a toddler who gets to spend plenty of uninterrupted time playing in a language-rich environment will develop normally. And forthose children who need extra help, adding more intentional language to their play and daily routines is still the best support. Ultimately, toddlers who get to playfully engage with the
world will develop stronger language skills and a better understanding of the world around them. Language activities are anything that gets your child verbally or nonverbally communicating. Language activities develop skills in: receptive language (understanding others) expressive language (communicating to others)Dont quiz toddlers with



questions. Minimizescreen timeor make it interactive. Instead of correcting toddlers, gently repeat the sentence with the proper word or pronunciation. Expand on toddlers one and two-word sentences.Child: Baby! You: Yes, a baby is playing over there. Toddlers are developing language at a rapid rate. The best way adults can support toddler
language is through exposure to it. Engaging activities that connect the body and mind, sensory-rich play, and language-filled environments are some of the best ways to help toddlers learn. I hope these activities find a place in your home or your lesson plans. Please leave a comment and tell me some of your favorite ways to add language to outdoor
play. Developing listening skills is essential for language comprehension. Play games like Simon Says or go on a Listening Walk where children listen for specific sounds or instructions. By following directions and paying attention to auditory cues, preschoolers can strengthen their language abilities.Simon Says is a fun game where one person,
designated as Simon, gives commands to the other players. Players must only follow commands that start with Simon says. For example, Simon says touch your toes. If Simon gives a command without saying Simon says first, and a player follows it, hes out. Its an excellent way for preschoolers to practice listening and following directions while having
fun.A Listening Walk is a simple outdoor activity where you and your child take a quiet stroll and listen to the sounds around you. You can encourage your child to identify different sounds, like birds singing or leaves rustling. Its a great way to sharpen their listening skills and connect with nature. Encourage collaboration and creativity with group
storytelling activities. Gather a small group of preschoolers and take turns adding to a story, either orally or through drawing. Activities like Story Circle or Round-Robin Story allow children to practice storytelling skills, expand their vocabulary, and express their ideas in a supportive environment.In a Story Circle, children sit in a circle and take
turns adding to a story, building on what the previous person said. It fosters creativity, cooperation, and listening skills as children contribute ideas and weave them together into a cohesive narrative.In Round-Robin Story, participants take turns adding to the story, with each person contributing a sentence or two before passing the storytelling to the
next player. It encourages quick thinking, creativity, and active participation in a fast-paced, collaborative setting. Engaging in these games and activities not only makes language learning enjoyable but also lays a solid foundation for future academic success. Whether through storytelling, rhyming games, or pretend play, each activity offers unique
opportunities for preschoolers to practice and refine their language skills. By incorporating these activities into daily routines, parents and educators can play a significant role in nurturing young childrens language development.At Mulberry Learning, we love seeing the eyes of our children light up with awe and excitement. In engaging classroom
discussions and fun creative writing practices, kids are encouraged to speak up, participate in show-and-tell, and express their creative ideas while honing their early reading, listening, speaking, and writing skills and nurturing children to become confident speakers and fluent readers.
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