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Assonance is a literary device that involves the repetition of vowel sounds within words, phrases, or sentences that are close together in a text. Unlike rhyme, which repeats both vowel and consonant sounds at the ends of words, assonance focuses only on repeating the same vowel sounds regardless of the surrounding consonants. This sound pattern
creates a subtle musical effect that enhances the rhythm and mood of poetry, prose, song lyrics, and other written works.Why It MattersAssonance contributes significantly to the artistic and structural elements of language. In poetry and creative writing, it creates internal rhythm and musicality that engages readers and listeners. Authors use
assonance deliberately to emphasize certain words, enhance the emotional impact of a passage, or create memorable phrases. For young readers, recognizing assonance develops phonological awarenessa critical foundation for reading fluency and comprehension. It also helps students appreciate the deliberate craft of writing and encourages them to
experiment with sound patterns in their own creative compositions. Understanding assonance allows students to analyze how authors use sound devices to convey mood, tone, and meaning across various genres.Similar But DifferentAssonance vs. AlliterationWhile assonance repeats vowel sounds (like "fleet feet sweep by sleeping geese"), alliteration
repeats initial consonant sounds (like "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers"). Both create musicality but affect the ear differently.Assonance vs. ConsonanceAssonance focuses on repeated vowel sounds, whereas consonance repeats consonant sounds within or at the end of words (like "pitter-patter" or "all mammals named Sam"). Consonance
often creates harder, more percussive effects.Assonance vs. RhymeAssonance repeats vowel sounds anywhere within words or phrases, while rhyme repeats both vowel and consonant sounds at the ends of words (like "cat" and "hat"). Assonance creates subtle internal connections, while rhyme creates more obvious sound correspondences.Assonance
vs. OnomatopoeiaAssonance is a pattern of similar vowel sounds, whereas onomatopoeia involves words that imitate the sounds they describe (like "buzz" or "splash"). Assonance affects how words sound together, while onomatopoeia makes individual words sound like what they represent.Examplesin Poetry"The silken sad uncertain rustling of each
purple curtain" (Edgar Allan Poe's "The Raven") repeats the short "u" sound."Try to light the fire" repeats the long "i" sound."The crumbling thunder of seas" (Alfred Lord Tennyson) repeats the "uh" sound.In Children's Literature"Go slow on the road" repeats the long "o" sound."The cat in the black hat sat on a mat" repeats the short "a" sound."The
tiny child finds time to smile wide" repeats the long "i" sound.In Song Lyrics"Fleet foot on the corrie, sage grouse on the wing" (from "Wild Mountain Thyme") repeats the long "o0" sound."I must confess that in my quest I felt depressed and restless" (Paul Simon) repeats the short "e" sound.In Tongue Twisters and Language Play"The rain in Spain stays
mainly in the plain" repeats the long "a" sound."Those yellow lemons made mellow melodies" repeats the short "e" sound."The light night flight might be right" repeats the long "i" sound."Stay fresh, stay clean" repeats the long "a" sound."Bright white light might make nice nights" repeats the long "i" sound.Assonance is a literary device in which the
repetition of similar vowel sounds takes place in two or more words in proximity to each other within a line of poetry or prose. Assonance most often refers to the repetition of internal vowel sounds in words that do not end the same. For example, he fell asleep under the cherry tree is a phrase that features assonance with the repetition of the long e
vowel, despite the fact that the words containing this vowel do not end in perfect rhymes. This allows writers the means of emphasizing important words in a phrase or line, as well as creating a sense of rhythm, enhancing mood, and offering a lyrical effect of words and sounds.In his poem Player Piano, John Updike offers a powerful example of
assonance for his reader in the line never my numb plunker fumbles. By repeating vowel sounds in numb, plunker, and fumbles, Updike is able to emphasize the clunky rhythm and sounds of these words when put together. This creates an interesting contrast in consideration of the poems title, which would more likely indicate the presence of
melodious words and sounds in the poem.Common Examples of AssonanceMany common phrases utilize assonance. People use them in everyday speech for emphasis or to reflect the mood. Here are some examples of common uses of assonance:Son of a gunThe cat is out of the bagDumb luckAfter awhile, crocodileChips and dipCock of the
walkGoodnight, sleep tight, dont let the bedbugs biteStranger dangerWinner, winner, chicken dinnerMotion of the oceanKeep your eyes on the prizelean, mean, fighting machineWild childSurf and turfExamples of Assonance in SongAssonance is a useful device when it comes to song lyrics and titles. Here are some examples of assonance in well-
known songs:Those Lazy-Hazy-Crazy Days of Summer (Hans Carste)l recall Central Park in fall (Danke Schoen Wayne Newton)Rock Around the Clock (Bill Haley and His Comets)The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain (musical My Fair Lady)Back in Black (AC/DC)Oh, give me a home where the buffalo roam (Home on the Range Daniel E. Kelley and
Brewster M. Higley)Only the Lonely (Roy Orbison)Say hey, good lookin. Whatcha got cookin? (Hey Good Lookin' Hank Williams, Jr.)Crocodile Rock (Elton John)Light My Fire (The Doors)Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright (Silent Night Joseph Mohr)Famous Examples of AssonanceThink you havent heard of anyfamous phrases with
assonance? Here are some well-known and recognizable examples of this :Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary (The Raven Edgar Allan Poe)I do not like green eggs and ham. I do not like them Sam I Am. (Green Eggs and Ham Dr. Seuss)Nine nice night nurses nursing nicely (English language tongue-twister)Nutter Butter
(American cookie brand)This little light of mine, Im going to let it shine (gospel/spiritual Harry Dixon Loes)Girl with a Pearl Earring (painting by Johannes Vermeer)Difference Between Assonance and AlliterationAssonance and alliteration are often confused with each other when it comes to literary devices. They are similar in the sense that they rely
on the repetition of a sound in words that are either adjacent or in close proximity to each other. However, assonance refers to the repetition of vowel sounds. Alliteration is the repetition of the same letter or sound at the beginning of words.An example of alliteration would be the title of a poem by Shel Silverstein:Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout Would
Not Take the Garbage Out. The first four words of this title repeat the sound of the consonant s, even though the word Cynthia begins with a different consonant. Like assonance, alliteration is the repetition of sound for literary effect. However, assonance is strictly limited to repeated vowel sounds.Both assonance and alliteration can influence the
rhythm of poetry and prose. In addition, the repetition of sound for both assonance and alliteration must take place in words that are near each other within a phrase or line. Otherwise, the effect is likely to go unnoticed by the reader. When used properly as literary devices, they can enhance the meaning of literature as well as the enjoyment and
artful use of words and their sounds.Writing AssonanceOverall, as a literary device, assonance functions as a means of creating rhythm through stressing syllables with repetitious vowel sounds. In addition, assonance can regulate the pacing of a poem or line of text. For example, long vowel sounds tend to slow the pace of reading, whereas short
vowel sounds tend to quicken a readers pace. This control of pacing is an effective device utilized by writers to create or indicate the tone and mood of a literary work.Like any literary device, writers should avoid the overuse of assonance. Too many instances of assonance in any form of literature can be distracting and ineffective for the reader.
Therefore, its best to make subtle and sparing use of assonance.Here are some ways that writers benefit from incorporating assonance into their work:Use of RhythmAssonance allows writers to create a sense of rhythm in their work. This is especially effective when it comes to poetry. In writing, rhythm is based on patterns of syllables and sounds
that are stressed and unstressed. With the repetition of vowel sounds, writers can control which syllables are stressed in a line of poetry or prose, thereby creating rhythms that are quick, slow, or a combination. This talent for assonance allows for variety in the pacing of words which enhances the experience for the reader.Enhance MoodIn many art
forms, sound is a crucial technique in setting the tone and enhancing mood. Assonance is an example of this technique in writing. With vowel sounds, in particular, a writer can create a somber, lighthearted, playful, or even chilling mood in a poem or work of prose, just through repetition.Lyrical EffectIn addition to creating rhythm in a work of poetry
or prose, assonance also creates a lyrical effect for the reader. Vowel repetition can enhance the meaning of words in literature as well as their musicality. Though assonance is more similar to internal than end rhyme, the quality of repeated sound can mimic the quality of a repeated note or chord in a phrase of music. This lyrical effect has great
value for the reader of a line of poetry or prose. As a literary device, assonance can demonstrate the harmony and musical quality of word choice and language.Difference Between Assonance and ConsonanceAs stated in consonance, both assonance and consonance are poetic devices. Whereas a consonance is a repetition of consonance sounds in a
verse, assonance is a repetition of vowel sounds in a verse. They are different in that one comprises vowel sounds and the other consonant sounds, one comprises stressed and the other unstressed syllables. Also, whereas a consonance could be used in prose to make it melodious, assonance is used only in poetic verses and not in prose.Use of
Assonance in SentencesHis tables stable after putting a balancer under it.On a cold winter evening; singing was not allowed on the farm.Are you sure Bob robbed the store last night?Theres a green bee instead of a yellow one in the fantasy world.Jane asked Johnny to just trust her while cutting his hair.Examples of Assonance in LiteratureAssonance
is an effective literary device. Here are some examples of assonance and how it adds to the artistic quality of well-known literary works:Example 1:Look, Stranger (W.H. Auden)Here at the small fields ending pauseWhere the chalk wall falls to the foam and its tall ledgesOppose the pluckAuden utilizes assonance as a literary device in this poem to
create a sense of rhythm and lyrical effect. The words chalk, wall, and falls, are not only repetitive in their vowel sounds but there are no words in between to separate them. This has a rhythmic effect for the reader that echoes the visual image that the words conjure forth. The awkward repetition of the vowel sound in these words creates a sense of
crumbling in the way that a chalk wall would fall.Yet in addition to a rhythmic effect, the assonance in this part of Audens poem is also lyrical. The uninterrupted repetition of the vowel in the second line mirrors a lyrical descent or even decrescendo of words and sounds. As a literary device, assonance creates poetic imagery and lyricism in Audens
work.Example 2:the mother (Gwendolyn Brooks)Though why should I whine,Whine that the crime was other than mine?Since anyhow you are dead.In this heart-wrenching poem about abortion, loss, and maternal love, Brooks utilizes assonance as a means of reinforcing the poets guilt and suffering. The repetition of the long i vowel in whine, crime,
and mine reflects a haunting sound of a babys cries. In addition, the assonance in this poem mirrors the poets own impulse to cry and whine as a result of her suffering.This vowel sound also reinforces to the reader the presence of the pronoun I in the first line. The sound of her words underscores the poets feelings of recurring guilt and the idea that
the loss of her babies is a deliberate yet isolating action. The poet acknowledges her responsibility for the crime, while simultaneously separating herself as I once again in a symbolic way from her babies, you.But is there for the night a resting-place?A roof for when the slow dark hours begin.May not the darkness hide it from my face?You cannot miss
that inn.In her poem, Rossetti structures each stanza with queries and responses. This is effective for the reader in that the poem appears to have two voices: one that questions and one that answers. This balance between uncertainty and surety is enhanced by the poets use of assonance in the final line of this stanza.Rossetti utilizes assonance in the
form of repeated short i vowels in miss and inn. This serves to reinforce a definitive tone of certainty in the response. In addition, the short vowel sound in those words creates a rhythm in the poem by emphasizing and punctuating those short words. This literary device sets forth an effective contrast between the last line of this stanza and the longer,
more lyrical lines that precede it.Although there are no synonyms for assonance, the closest resembling words are chant, lyric, music, aria, and chime. Refrain and theme also come close to it in meanings, but they are, too, literary devices, having their own distinct meanings and uses.Key takeaways:Assonance is a literary device where vowel sounds
are repeated in nearby words, creating a smooth, musical flow.Assonance is commonly used in poetry, song lyrics, and speeches to make phrases more memorable.An example of assonance is Tryin to reach my goal, my power of speech unimpeachable, where the long ee sound is repeated. Ever notice how certain phrases just sing? Thats often due to
assonance, a literary device where vowel sounds echo across nearby words, creating that internal musicality.Unlike rhymes, which create their rhythm by repeating both the vowel and ending consonant sounds of words, assonance focuses specifically on repeated vowel sounds within words. This subtle repetition appeals to our natural love of sound
and rhythm, giving phrases a smoother, more pleasing flow.In this post, well explore how assonance works, highlight famous examples, and show you how to incorporate it into your writing to create a greater impact.Table of contentsDefining assonanceHow assonance enhances your writingAssonance examplesAssonance vs. other literary
devicesAssonance FAQs The Al writing assistant for anyone with work to do Defining assonanceAssonance is when vowel sounds repeat in nearby words, especially in the middle of words or in stressed syllables. Youll often hear assonance in poetry and song lyrics, but it works just as well in everyday writing.One of the most famous examples is The
rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain.In this sentence, the long a sound repeats in rain, Spain, stays, mainly, and plain. That repetition gives the line a musical, catchy feel, without the words needing to rhyme exactly.Writers and speakers often use assonance to create a smooth rhythm or to highlight certain phrases. Its all about how vowel sounds
work together.How assonance enhances your writingRepeating vowel sounds can create rhythm, set the mood, and make certain words stand out. So, whether youre writing a poem or just want your sentences to flow better, heres how assonance can help:1 Create rhythmAssonance can make writing sound more musical, especially in poems or lyrics.
Its like rhyming, but a little more subtle. I was in a dark room, loud tunes, looking to make a vow soon. Kendrick Lamar2 Set the moodDifferent vowel sounds can create different feelings. Long oo sounds (as in moon) can feel calm or eerie, while short i sounds (as in pin) might sound sharp or tense. Cool pool, blue and deep, invites a drowsy mood for
sleep.3 Highlight important wordsRepeating a vowel sound can make certain words stand out and stick with the reader. Old age should burn and rave at close of day; / Rage, rage against the dying of the light. Dylan Thomas4 Make prose more poeticEven in regular writing, assonance can make sentences sound more polished or powerful. Just dont
overdo it, as too much can feel forced. The low moan of the cold road Assonance examplesBelow are several examples of assonance in everyday phrases, songs, and literature, with the repeated vowel sounds bolded. While these examples focus on key instances of assonance, you may also notice other subtle repetitions of vowel sounds throughout the
phrases and excerpts.ExampleFormatExplanationTrain hard, play smart.Common phraseFeatures the repeated long ay sound, reinforcing the connection between effort and reward.Keep your eyes on the prize.Common phraseShowcases the repeated long eye sound (as in buy), adding rhythm and emphasizing focus and determination.Good day in my
mind, safe to take a step outGet some air now, let your edge out.SZA, Good DaysSongHighlights the repeated long ay sound (as in say), creating a calming flow that aligns with the theme of reflection.Tryin to reach my goal, my power of speech unimpeachableOnly nineteen, but my mind is olderThese New York City streets get colder, I shoulderEvry
burden, evry disadvantage.My Shot, from HamiltonSongEmphasizes the repeated long ee sound (as in see), underlining resilience and determination.Soft language issued from their spitless lips as they swished in low circles round and round the field, winding hither and thither through the weeds.James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young
ManlLiteratureDemonstrates the repeated short ih sound (as in bit), evoking smooth, flowing motion in the scene. about the glade in a frail agony of grace, she trailed her rags through dust and ashes.Cormac McCarthy, Outer DarkLiteraturelllustrates the repeated long ay sound (as in say), highlighting the sorrowful tone of the scene.The mailman still
hands me bills like I should be lucky.Hanif Abdurraqib, Watching a Fight at the New Haven Dog Park, First Two Dogs, and Then Their OwnersPoetryFeatures the repeated short ih vowel sound (as in bit), adding a cynical tone to the frustration.A bat cracks in the flickering background, and were dead tired from the horse track.Ada Limn, The Good
WavePoetryShowcases the repeated short a sound (as in cat), emphasizing fatigue and weariness. Assonance vs. other literary devicesWriters often use sound-based techniques to create rhythm, emphasis, or mood. While assonance is one of the most common, its helpful to understand how it differs from similar devices like alliteration, consonance,
and anaphora.Literary deviceDefinitionExampleHow does it differ from assonanceAlliterationRepeating the same consonant sound at the start of wordsShe sells seashells by the seashore.Focuses on initial consonant sounds, while assonance repeats vowel sounds within wordsAnaphoraRepeating a word or phrase at the start of lines or clausesEvery
day, every night, in every way, I am getting better and better.Repeats entire words or phrases, not just vowel soundsConsonanceRepeating consonant sounds within or at the end of wordsPitter patter, splish splash.Involves consonant sounds, whereas assonance focuses on vowel sounds.Craft memorable writing with assonanceAssonance creates a
subtle musicality that keeps readers engaged and helps your message resonate. Using assonance in your writing can enhance the emotional impact and create more memorable content.Improve your sentence structure with GrammarlyLooking to elevate your writing? Grammarly helps you catch structural issues and improve clarity with tailored
suggestions. Use it to make sure your use of assonance stays clear, effective, and grammatically correct.Assonance FAQsBelow are frequently asked questions about assonance and its uses to help you understand how this literary device works in writing and beyond.What written formats best suit assonance?Assonance works best in writing where
sound and rhythm matter. Its especially effective in:Poems: It helps create a musical feel and flow.Song lyrics: It makes songs sound catchy and emphasizes feelings.Speeches: It can make important phrases easier to remember.Stories: Writers can use it subtly to make descriptions smoother or highlight certain words.Advertisements and slogans:
Assonance makes them more memorable.How can assonance be used as a mnemonic device to help with memorization?Assonance can strengthen memory by adding rhythm and repetition, making phrases stick in the mind more easily. A well-known example of assonance used as a mnemonic is the phrase Look left, look right, look left again. The
repeated o sound in look creates a rhythmic pattern that helps people remember the step of checking traffic before crossing the street.To use assonance as a mnemonic tool, try these tips:Use similar vowel sounds in important words to create a strong sound pattern.Keep phrases short and easy to say so theyre easier to remember.Focus on repeating
sounds at key moments to emphasize the most important ideas.Use common word patterns to make phrases feel familiar.Say the phrase out loud to help it stick in your memory.Are there any assonance synonyms?The closest synonym for assonance is sound repetition, particularly in literary contexts. Other words with related meanings
include:Consonance: Repeating consonant sounds in nearby wordsAlliteration: Repeating consonant sounds, usually at the beginning of wordsRhyme: Words that share similar sounds, usually at the endRepetition: Using the same sounds or words more than once for emphasisHarmony: A pleasing arrangement of sounds, often in music or poetry What
is assonance? Here's a quick and simple definition: Assonance is a figure of speech in which the same vowel sound repeats within a group of words. An example of assonance is: "Who gave Newt and Scooter the blue tuna? It was too soon!" Some additional key details about assonance: Assonance occurs when sounds, not letters, repeat. In the example
above, the "00" sound is what matters, not the different letters used to produce that sound. Assonance does not require that words with the same vowel sounds be directly next to each other. Assonance occurs so long as identical vowel-sounds are relatively close together. Assonant vowel sounds can occur anywhere (at the beginning or end, on
stressed or unstressed syllables) within any of the words in the group. How to Pronounce Assonance Here's how to pronounce assonance: ass-uh-nuhnce Assonance vs. Consonance Assonance is identical to another figure of speech called consonance, with one critical difference: assonance has to do with repeated vowel sounds, whereas consonance
has to do with repeated consonant sounds. Assonance is repetition of vowel sounds: "I might like to take a flight to an island in the sky." Consonance is repetition of consonant sounds: "A duck that clucked drove a truck into an aqueduct. Assonance vs. Alliteration Alliteration is another figure of speech that involves the repetition of sounds and is
related to assonance. Assonance and alliteration differ in two key respects. Types of repeating sounds: Assonance involves the repetition of only vowel sounds, whereas alliteration can involve the repetition of either vowel sounds or consonant sounds. Position of repeating sounds: The repeating sounds of assonance can occur anywhere in a word. The
repeating sounds of alliteration, in contrast, must occur either in the first syllables of words or on the stressed syllables of words. In practical terms, these rules mean that assonance can sometimes also be alliteration, but isn't always. Assonance That Is Also Alliteration Here are two examples of assonance that is also alliteration. In the first example,
the assonance occurs at the beginning of words in the group. In the second example, assonance always occurs on stressed syllables of words (note that the second syllables of the words "decline" and "define" are the stressed syllables): "Aunt Agnes! Ack! Another accounting error!" I like to decline an offer of wine to define my style. Assonance That Is
NOT Also Alliteration In the example below, assonance is not also alliteration, because the repeating vowel sound almost never occurs on either the first or stressed syllables (only on "imp" does it do either): Alice ignored the malice of the imp and bought the palace. If you read this example aloud, and also read aloud the assonance examples that are
alliteration, you'll sense that, while both have repeating vowel sounds, the examples that are also alliteration have a kind of rhythm to them that non-alliterative assonance lacks. Assonance and Rhyme Assonance also plays a role in rhyme. Rhyme is the repetition of identical sounds located at the ends of words. Rhymes can be either repeated
consonant sounds or vowel sounds (or combinations of the two). A rhyme, then, can be assonant, but not all rhymes are assonant. Here's an example of assonance functioning as rhyme at the end of lines three and four of the limerick below: There once was a man named Clark Whose dog refused to bark But when he gave the dog pie It stopped being
so shy And is loud nonstop until dark Assonance also plays a noticeable role in slant rhyme, a type of rhyme formed by words with sounds that are similar but not identical. Slant rhymes often pair similar vowel sounds with dissimilar consonant sounds, which means that slant rhymes often contain assonance. In the example below from the song "N.Y.
State of Mind" the rapper Nas uses assonance to create slant rhymes between the first syllable of "prosperous," the word "cops," and the first syllable of the word "hostages." In addition, the assonance of the "uh" sound in final syllables of "prosperous," "dangerous," and "could just" establishes the slant rhyme that ends with the slightly different
vowel sound in "hostages." And be prosperous, though we live dangerous Cops could just arrest me, blamin us, were held like hostages Assonance Examples Assonance is common in all sorts of writing, including poetry and prose literature, as well as song lyrics. Assonance Examples in Literature In both poetry and prose, assonance's repetition of
sound can give language a musical element, as well as emphasize sounds or words that particularly resonate with the ideas or themes of the work. When assonance is also alliterative, it can add rhythm to text, too. Assonance in John Donne's "Holy Sonnet 3" Here, the long-i sound is assonant, and its repetition emphasizes how the sound itself seems
to embody the feeling being described, that of longing and sighingof emotional turmoil. Assonance is particularly useful for this kind of sonic demonstration of feeling. "O might those sighs and tears returns again ..." Chris Martin's "Trajectory of a Thief" This poem contains both assonance and alliteration. The "ee" sound in "each," "piece," and "meat"
slows down that particular sequence, rendering especially vivid the eating of the turtle soup. "Ted takes you to Chinatown for turtle Soup, each piece of its floating meat Wholly disparate ..." Assonance in The Iliad In these lines from Book XII of Lattimore's translation of Homer's Iliad the assonance helps reinforce the lulling effect of the winds' sleep:
"When Zeus ... stills the winds asleep in the solid drift ..." Assonance in "The Seafarer" The Seafarer is an Old English poem. In Old English poetry, rhyme was much less common, and assonance and consonance much more prevalent. In this translation of the poem by Ezra Pound, the assonance helps to emphasize the "harshness" described in the
lines, through the repetition of the "-ar" sound. Journey's jargon, how I in harsh days Hardship endured oft. Assonance in William Faulkner's Absalom, Absalom In this example, the assonance reinforces the repetition of the surname Bon, which is itself the French word for "good," thus drawing a contrast between the continued presence of "goodness"
and the "getting rid of" described. "So it took Charles Bon and his mother to get rid of old Tom, and Charles Bon and the octoroon to get rid of Judith, and Charles Bon and Clytie to get rid of Henry; and Charles Bon's mother and Charles Bon's grandmother got rid of Charles Bon." Assonance in Alice Walker's The Color Purple In this example from the
first chapter of Alice Walker's The Color Purple, the insistence of the repeated "i" sounds intensifies the staccato present in these lines and establishes the narrator's tonea combination of fear, intense description, and melancholy remembrance. She got sicker an sicker. Finally she ast Where it is? I say God took it. He took it. He took it while I was
sleeping. Kilt it out there in the woods. Kill this one too, if he can. Assonance in Song Lyrics Assonance is also common in song lyrics. It can help to emphasize words and ideas, make connections across lines of lyrics, and when assonance is also alliteration it can help to build rhythm in the lyrics, as well. Assonance in "Painter in Your Pocket" by
Destroyer "And I'm reminded of the time that I was blinded by the sun It was a welcome change From the sight of you hanging Like a willow Assonance in "Something in the Way" by Nirvana In this example, there are two sets of assonant sounds, one set on the long "e" sound, and another on the short "a" sound. Underneath the bridge The tarp has
sprung a leak And the animals I've trapped Have all become my pets And I'm living off of grass And the drippings from the ceiling But it's okay to eat fish 'Cause they don't have any feelings Assonance in "Without Me" by Eminem Eminem uses assonance in complicated ways throughout his songs, giving them additional rhythm and structure. This
example from "Without Me" is a good example: Some vodka that'll jump start my heart quicker Than a shock when I get shocked at the hospital By the doctor when I'm not co-operating When I'm rocking the table while he's operating Why Do Writers Use Assonance? Assonance is, fundamentally, an intensifier of language. This intensifying occurs in
several senses. Assonance tends to draw out the sonic quality of words in a group. This drawing-out makes those words more obvious, or clearer to the reader. It also tends to encourage the reader to spend more time looking at, sounding out, and thinking about those words. Because assonance encourages continued attention, it slows down the
reading process (and the reading-comprehension process). But because assonance also sounds good and is often easy and/or pleasurable to pronounce, it can also speed up the reading experience of a group of words. This simultaneous speeding-up and slowing-down of language is pleasurable. It's hard to explain why it's pleasurable, but it is; and
writers know that creating text that's pleasurable to read will attract more readers. Assonance is of special use to poets because of how it encourages repeated reading of a group of words. Poets' lines are often more dense with meaning, wordplay, and figures of speech than a typical line of prose is. Sometimes, assonant words can resonate with the
content of the lines or sentences in which it occurs, as in the John Donne example from Holy Sonnet 3, above. The assonance in these words allows the poem to put into effect, or to do the thing it is describing, rather than simply to describe or to tell about it. In prose that reaches for poetic beauty, assonance highlights the craft of the language by
calling attention to the language itself. Not all prose wants to make itself known as language; some prose wants to report facts plainly and clearly. But prose using assonance conveys information and causes the reader to consider the words chosen and the order in which they're written. In songs, assonance increases the texture of the lines as they are
sung, and provides opportunities for interaction with the tones and pitches the singer uses in combination with the lines. In both the Destroyer and Nirvana lyrics, above, the assonant features are highlighted by the singer via a change in pitch, or a notable increase in the length of the word as it is sung. Other Helpful Assonance Resources Definition
of assonance: Assonance is the repetition of a vowel sound that occurs in words that do not rhyme.What Does Assonance Mean?What is assonance? Assonance is created when non-rhyming words with similar vowel sounds are placed in close proximity to one another to create a rhythmic sound. Assonance Examples:The bird stirs at the break of
dawn.The short vowel sound of i repeats in the words bird and stirs to create assonanceKeep your friends close and your enemies closer.In this famous saying, the short vowel sound of e is repeated in friends and enemies to create assonance.Modern Examples of AssonanceMany of the famous sayings and proverbs we have learned over the years
include the literary device assonance. The repetition of the sounds in these catchy phrases allows for them to be easily remembered.Theres no place like home.No, home = repetition of long oDont mix business with pleasure.Mix, business = repetition of short iDont let the cat out of the bag.Cat, bag = repetition of short aWhat is the Function of
Assonance?Assonance is used to create a rhythm with your words. One may choose to use this device when trying to create a pleasing sound with words in a way other than end rhyme. Because assonance is often associated with rhythm, poets tend to use this device more than other writers.As with any literary device, assonance can be overused to
the point where it loses its effect. Skilled writers and poets use such devices sparingly to maximize the effect in their prose.Examples of Assonance in LiteratureAs mentioned above, assonance is most commonly found in poetry because poets pay particular attention to the rhythm of their words.Example of Assonance in Poetry: Edgar Allan Poe uses
assonance to create rhythm in his poem The Bells.How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,/ In the icy air of night!/While the stars that oversprinkle/ All the heavens seem to twinkle/ With a crystalline delight;/ Keeping time, time, time,/ In a sort of Runic rhymeHere we have the repetition of the long i sound with several words: icy, night, while, crystalline,
delight, time, rhyme Langston Hughes develops a rhythm using assonance in his poem Theme For English B.Well, I like to eat, sleep, drink, and be in loveHere we see the repetition of the long e sound with the words eat, sleep, drink, and be.Anne Sexton writes with assonance is her lyrical poem Courage.Later,/ when you face old age and its natural
conclusion/ your courage will still be shown in the little waysFirst, we have the long a repetition: later, face, age, and ways. Second, we have the short i repetition: when, its, will, still, and little.Finally, lets look at a poem by Dr. Suess called West Beast East Beast.Upon an island hard to reach,The East Beast sits upon his beach.Upon the west beach
sits the West Beast.Each beach beast thinks hes the best beast.Which beast is best?Well, I thought at first,That the East was best and the West was worst.Then I looked again from the west to the eastAnd I liked the beast on the east beach least.In this poem, we see the repeated use of the ea sound in the words reach, east, beast, beach, each,
least.Test Your Knowledge: Exercise in AssonancePractice your knowledge of identifying assonance by choosing the sentence below that is an example of assonance.Which Sentence is the Best Example of Assonance? Sally sold seashells by the seashore.Nancy danced as though ants were in her pants.Jack and Jill went up the hill.See answer
below.SummaryDefine assonance in literature: Assonance is the repetition of similar or identical vowel sounds in neighboring words. By repeating these sounds, the writer is able to create a rhythm in his/her words.Heres a final example from William Shakespeares Sonnet 18:Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shinesSometime, eye, and shine =
repetition of the long iAnswer From Above:The correct answer is: Nancy danced as though ants were in her pants.Repeating the short a sound in the following words creates assonance: Nancy, danced, as, ants, and pants. Repetition of vowel sounds to create internal rhymingFor the Czech folk band, see Asonance.Assonance is the repetition of
identical or similar phonemes in words or syllables that occur close together, either in terms of their vowel phonemes (e.g., lean green meat) or their consonant phonemes (e.g., Kip keeps capes ).[1] However, in American usage, assonance exclusively refers to this phenomenon when affecting vowels, whereas, when affecting consonants, it is generally
called consonance.[2] The two types are often combined, as between the words six and switch, which contain the same vowel and similar consonants. If there is repetition of the same vowel or some similar vowels in literary work, especially in stressed syllables, this may be termed "vowel harmony" in poetry[3] (though linguists have a different
definition of "vowel harmony").A special case of assonance is rhyme, in which the endings of words (generally beginning with the vowel sound of the last stressed syllable) are identicalas in fog and log or history and mystery. Vocalic assonance is an important element in verse.[4] Assonance occurs more often in verse than in prose; it is used in
English-language poetry and is particularly important in Old French, Spanish, and the Celtic languages.Put another way, assonance is a rhyme, the identity of which depends merely on the vowel sounds. Thus, an assonance is merely a syllabic resemblance. For example, in W. B. Yeats poem, The Wild Swans at Coole (poem), Yeats rhymes the word
swan with the word stone, hence assonance.English poetry is rich with examples of assonance and/or consonance:That solitude which suits abstruser musingsSamuel Taylor Coleridge, "Frost at Midnight"on a proud round cloud in white high nightE. E. Cummings, if a cheerfulest Elephantangelchild should sitHis tender heir might bear his
memoryWilliam Shakespeare, "Sonnet 1"It also occurs in prose:Soft language issued from their spitless lips as they swished in low circles round and round the field, winding hither and thither through the weeds.James Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young ManThe Willow-Wren was twittering his thin little song, hidden himself in the dark selvedge of
the river bank.Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the WillowsHip hop relies on assonance:Some vodka that'll jumpstart my heart quicker than a shock when I get shocked at the hospital by the doctor when I'm not cooperating when I'm rocking the table when he's operating...Eminem, "Without Me"Dead in the middle of little Italy little did we know that
we riddled some middleman who didn't do diddly.Big Pun, "Twinz"It is also heard in other forms of popular music:I must confess that in my quest I felt depressed and restlessThin Lizzy, "With Love"l never seen so many Dominican women with cinnamon tansWill Smith, "Miami"Dot my I's with eyebrow pencils, close my eyelids, hide my eyes. I'll be idle
in my ideals. Think of nothing else but IKeaton Henson, "Small Hands"Assonance is common in proverbs:The squeaky wheel gets the grease.The early bird catches the worm.Total assonance is found in a number of Pashto proverbs from Afghanistan: La zra na bal zra ta laar shta. "From one heart to another there is a way."[5]Kha ghar lwar day pa sar
laar lary. "Even if a mountain is very high, there is a path to the top."[6]This poetic device can be found in the first line of Homer's Iliad: Mnin eide, the, Plde Akhilos (, , ). Another example is Dies irae (probably by Thomas of Celano):Dies ir, dies illaSolvet sclum in favilla, Teste David cum Sibylla.In Dante's Divine Comedy there are some stanzas with
such repetition.cos lanimo mio, chancor fuggiva,si volse a retro a rimirar lo passoche non lasci gi mai persona viva.In the following strophe from Hart Crane's "To Brooklyn Bridge" there is the vowel [i] in many stressed syllables.How many dawns, chill from his rippling restThe seagulls wings shall dip and pivot him,Shedding white rings of tumult,
building highOver the chained bay waters Liberty[7]All rhymes in a strophe can be linked by vowel harmony into one assonance. Such stanzas can be found in Italian or Portuguese poetry, in works by Giambattista Marino and Lus Vaz de Cames:Giunto a quel passo il giovinetto Alcide,che fa capo al camin di nostra vita,trov dubbio e sospeso infra due
guideuna via, che due strade era partita.Facile e piana la sinistra ei vide,di delizie e piacer tutta fiorita;laltra vesta lispide balze alpinedi duri sassi e di pungenti spine.[8]This is ottava rima[9] (abababcc),[10] a very popular form in the Renaissance that was first used in epic poems.As armas e os bares assinalados,Que da ocidental praia Lusitana,Por
mares nunca de antes navegados,Passaram ainda alm da Taprobana,Em perigos e guerras esforados,Mais do que prometia a fora humana,E entre gente remota edificaramNovo Reino, que tanto sublimaram;[11]There are many examples of vowel harmony in French,[12] Czech,[13] and Polish[14] poetry.Poetry portalAlliterationLiterary consonance”™
Chambers 21st Century Dictionary (1996).” Merriam-Webster consonance.”™ Assonance at Enciclopaedia Britannica”™ "Khurana, Ajeet "Assonance and Consonance" Outstanding Writing". Archived from the original on 2011-03-16. Retrieved 2011-03-18.” p. 16, Zellem, Edward. 2014. Mataluna: 151 Pashto Proverbs. Cultures Direct.”™ p. 66, Zellem,
Edward. 2014. Mataluna: 151 Pashto Proverbs. Cultures Direct.” Hart Crane, from "The Bridge: To Brooklyn Bridge" at Poetry Foundation.” Giambattista Marino, Adone, Canto II, stanza 1 (in Italian).” Ottava rima at Encyclopdia Britannica.”™ Ottava rima at Poetry Foundation. ~ Lus Vaz de Cames, Os Lusadas, Canto Primeiro, stanza 1 (in
Portuguese). ©~ Roy Lewis, On Reading French Verse. A Study of Poetic Form, Oxford 1982, pp. 7099, 149190.”~ Wiktor J. Darasz, Harmonia wokaliczna w poezji Vladimra Holana, Almanach Czeski, 2006 (in Polish).™ Wiktor Jarosaw Darasz, May przewodnik po wierszu polskim, Krakw 2003, pp. 179185 (in Polish).Assonance, American Rhetoric:
Rhetorical Figures in SoundAssonance, Modern & Contemporary American Poetry, University of PennsylvaniaDefinition of Assonance, Elements of Poetry, VirtuaLitGosse, Edmund William (1911). "Assonance". Encyclopdia Britannica. Vol.2 (11thed.). pp.786787.Roman Jakobson, Jennifer Rowsell, Kate Pahl (ed.), The Routledge Handbook of Literacy
Studies, p. 427.Jan Mukaovsk, John Odmark, Language, Literature and Meaning, p. 27.Retrieved from " Assonance is a common literary device that deals with vowel sound repetition. Its closely related to rhymes, and rhymes usually feature some assonance, but they are not the same thing. You probably know tons of assonance examples without even
realizing. So, what is assonance? Why should we know about it as writers? Today, were taking a deep dive into this often-used but underrated literary device. Assonance Definition Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds. It comes from the Latin word assonare, which means to answer with the same sound. Immediately, you might think of words
like clock and rock, or ham and jam. While these are accurate examples, assonance goes much deeper than words that rhyme. Assonance only requires the repetition of similar vowel sounds, and they can occur anywhere within the words. The words do not have to have the same consonant sounds, nor do they have to end with the same sounds. Lets
take a look at some word pairs using assonance: Some mudSit, Chip!Leaping chimpanzees Each of these examples feature assonance, but they do not have the same consonant sounds. The first example has assonance of the short /u/ sound. Notice that some does not have the letter u. It only has the /uh/ sound. The second examples assonance appears
in the short /i/ sound. In this case, both sit and Chip have the same letter, but this is not a requirement for assonance. In the last example, the two words are longer and the assonance is not in the same syllable. In real world examples, this is usually how assonance appears. The first syllable of leaping and the last syllable of chimpanzees use the long
/e/ sound. Assonance doesnt only appear in word pairs. In fact, assonance often appears in several words within a phrase or sentence. Well cover more in-depth examples from literature and poetry later in this article. For now, you have a working understanding of what assonance is. Assonance as a Poetic Device We often think of poetry as rhyming,
but non-rhyming poetry is also common. Assonance is one of several poetic devices used in all types of poetry. Non-rhyming poetry usually uses the repeating vowel sounds of assonance to create rhythm. Often, poems feature several examples of assonance. Poets will frequently mix long vowel sounds and short vowel sounds that repeat. Assonance
Meaning There are four common rhetorical devices that involve phonetic sounds. They can all be used together or used separately. These literary devices are: AssonanceConsonanceAlliterationRhyme To truly understand assonance, you must know the difference between these four terms. Consonance is the repetition of consonant sounds anywhere in
a word (e.g. hacky sack). A written work can contain both consonance and assonance. Alliteration is the repeating vowel or consonant sounds at the beginning of words (e.g. To sit in solemn silence). Rhyme is when two or more words end in assonance or consonance (e.g. laughter in the rafters). Note that with assonance, as well as the other literary
devices mentioned, its the consonant or vowel sounds that are important, not the exact same vowels or consonants. In other words, any long /a/ sound that repeats is assonance, whether its an /ay/ or an /a-consonant-e/ pattern, as in gray and pace. Assonance in Poetry Assonance occurs commonly in poetry, especially in non-rhyming poetry. Its a great
rhetorical device to promote rhythm and lyricism. Here are two assonance examples in poetry. The emphasis is added to show the occurrences of assonance. May-Flower by Emily Dickinson Pink, small, and punctual, Aromatic, low, Covert in April, Candid in May, Dear to the moss, Known by the knoll, Next to the robin In every human soul. Bold little
beauty, Bedecked with thee, Nature forswears Antiquity. Assonance in Literature Assonance is often thought of as a less common device in literature. Truthfully, however, it appears accidentally all the time. Thats because writers often create sentences that sound good without paying attention to why! Here are a few assonance examples in literature.
This first example is from Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce. He uses the short /i/ sound repeatedly. How many instances can you count in this sentence? Soft language issued from their spitless lips as they swished in low circles round and round the field, winding hither and thither through the weeds In this example from To Kill a
Mockingbird, Harper Lee uses the repetition of the short /e/ sound, then switches to consonance: When he was nearly thirteen, my brother Jem got his arm badly broken at the elbow. Heres an example of assonance from William Faulkners Absalom, Absalom! that uses the repetition of the short /o/. So it took Charles Bon and his mother to get rid of
old Tom, and Charles Bon and the octoroon to get rid of Judith, and Charles Bon and Clytie to get rid of Henry; and Charles Bons mother and Charles Bons grandmother got rid of Charles Bon. Finally, lets look at Beowulf translated by Seamus Heaney: I never heard before of a ship so well furbished with battle tackle; No wise man in hall or weathered
veteran; Asleep from their feasting; They wept to heaven Consider how battle tackle, weathered veteran, asleep feasting, and wept heaven repeat vowel sounds, drawing your ear and attention to the word choices. Beowulf is famous for its cadence and sounds, and this translation uses assonance to mimic the original sounds of Old English. Examples
of Assonance in Sentences Lets take a look at some common sayings and proverbs that include assonance to make them memorable, without resorting to rhyme. The squeaky wheel gets the grease. This common saying uses the long e sound (phonetic symbol /i/) to focus readers attention. Notice the words dont rhyme because the consonants at the
end are different.The early bird catches the worm. This often-used proverb repeats the bolded vowel sound to capture readers awareness. Also, notice that not every word has to include the same assonant vowel sound. Depending on how you pronounce the, three to five of the six words in the first example use assonance. In the second example, only
early, bird, and worm use assonance. Assonance Conclusion Assonance was a common rhetorical device in Old English. The literature during this era was lyrical and songlike. We still use assonance today for the same reasons, although often with less intention. Assonance serves several purposes in writing. First, any sort of repetition of sounds,
whether its assonance, consonance, alliteration, or rhyme, adds emphasis to our sentences. If you are looking for a way to emphasize something, can you add some assonance to your work? Open your thesaurus and find some synonyms to add a little lyrical flare. Or, speed up the process by using ProWritingAids Thesaurus Report. When you run the
report, you can hover over any adjectives, verbs, nouns, or adverbs in your text to see contextually relevant synonyms. Assonance can also speed up or slow down a sentence, depending on the length of the words and sentences you are using. This means that with some repetitive vowel sounds, you can impact the pacing of your writing. Check out
ProWritingAids Pacing Tool for more ways to improve your pacing. Most importantly, assonance is memorable because it affects the rhythm of writing. Challenge yourself to add some assonance to your own work! It can be a lot of fun.
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