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Yes,	most	McDonald’s	restaurants	have	free	Wi-Fi	available	for	customers	to	use.	Is	there	free	Wi-Fi	in	McDonald’s?	Yes,	most	McDonald’s	restaurants	offer	free	Wi-Fi.	However,	there	may	be	some	owner-operators	who	choose	to	disable	the	service.	To	check	if	your	local	McDonald’s	has	Wi-Fi,	use	the	McDonald’s	Restaurant	Locator.	How	do	I	access
McDonald’s	Wi-Fi?	To	access	McDonald’s	Wi-Fi	with	an	Android	phone,	follow	these	steps:	Choose	Apps.	Select	Settings.	Tap	Network	&	Internet.	Then	tap	Wi-Fi.	Choose	McDonald’s	Free	Wi-Fi.	Open	your	mobile	browser.	Tap	the	red	Get	Connected	button.	You	can	now	use	the	internet.	Is	McDonald’s	free	Wi-Fi	fast?	McDonald’s	offers	an	average
download	speed	of	4.187	Mbps,	which	is	over	four	times	faster	than	speeds	at	Panera	chains.	Best	Buy	comes	in	at	a	close	second	with	a	download	speed	of	3.879	Mbps.	How	long	can	I	use	McDonald’s	Wi-Fi?	You	can	use	McDonald’s	free	Wi-Fi	for	as	long	as	you	like.	There	is	no	time	limit	for	how	long	you	can	use	it	at	most	locations.	Is	McDonald’s
Wi-Fi	good?	McDonald’s	Wi-Fi	is	considered	good	and	provides	a	fast	and	reliable	internet	connection.	It	is	consistently	more	than	four	times	faster	than	the	internet	at	Panera	Bread.	Can	I	sit	in	McDonald’s	without	buying	anything?	It	is	not	illegal	to	sit	in	a	McDonald’s	without	buying	anything.	However,	if	you	are	asked	to	leave	by	the	staff	because
you	didn’t	make	a	purchase	and	you	refuse,	it	may	be	considered	criminal	trespassing.	What	public	place	has	the	fastest	Wi-Fi?	Some	popular	eateries	that	provide	the	fastest	public	Wi-Fi	include	Dunkin’	Donuts,	Tim	Hortons,	and	Peet’s	Coffee.	Does	Starbucks	have	Wi-Fi?	Yes,	Starbucks	offers	free	Wi-Fi	to	its	customers	at	many	of	its	stores.
However,	it	is	recommended	to	review	the	terms	of	use	listed	on	the	activation	page	before	connecting.	When	did	McDonald’s	start	free	Wi-Fi?	McDonald’s	began	rolling	out	free	Wi-Fi	in	its	U.S.	restaurants	years	ago.	In	2010,	they	made	it	free	for	all	customers,	even	those	not	making	a	purchase.	Why	won’t	McDonald’s	Wi-Fi	work?	If	you	are
connected	to	a	VPN,	you	may	not	be	able	to	connect	to	McDonald’s	Wi-Fi.	You	may	need	to	disconnect	the	VPN	to	access	the	Wi-Fi	network.	Does	McDonald’s	support	Israel?	McDonald’s,	like	many	other	companies,	has	faced	boycott	calls	related	to	the	Israeli-Palestinian	conflict.	McDonald’s	and	Starbucks	have	both	stated	that	they	do	not	support	or
donate	to	the	Israeli	government	or	military.	Does	McDonald’s	have	charging	ports?	Yes,	many	McDonald’s	restaurants	now	include	phone	charging	ports	for	customers	to	use.	Do	I	get	a	free	burger	when	I	download	the	McDonald’s	app?	Yes,	if	you	download	the	McDonald’s	app	and	register,	you	can	get	a	free	Sausage	McMuffin	with	Egg,
McChicken,	or	Cheeseburger.	Some	conditions	may	apply.	Can	I	sit	at	Starbucks	without	buying	a	drink?	Starbucks	has	a	sitting	policy	that	allows	customers	to	sit	in	their	stores	without	buying	anything.	Is	it	OK	to	sit	in	Starbucks	without	buying	anything?	Starbucks	recently	announced	that	any	customer	is	welcome	to	use	Starbucks	spaces,
including	their	restrooms,	cafes,	and	patios,	regardless	of	whether	they	make	a	purchase.	Why	does	Starbucks	offer	free	Wi-Fi?	Offering	free	Wi-Fi	is	a	way	for	Starbucks	to	attract	and	retain	customers,	as	many	people	appreciate	having	access	to	the	internet	while	enjoying	their	coffee.	Where	is	the	slowest	Wi-Fi	in	the	world?	Some	cities	with	the
slowest	internet	speeds	include	Banjul,	Gambia;	Pyongyang,	North	Korea;	Havana,	Cuba;	Lilongwe,	Malawi;	and	Lomé,	Togo.	Who	has	the	fastest	Wi-Fi	in	the	world?	According	to	the	cable.co.uk	broadband	speed	league	2023,	Taiwan	has	the	fastest	internet	with	an	average	download	speed	of	153.51	Mbps.	Who	has	the	best	Wi-Fi?	Some	of	the	best
internet	providers	in	2023	include	AT&T	Internet,	Verizon	Fios,	T-Mobile	Home	Internet,	Cox	Communications,	Xfinity,	CenturyLink,	Astound	Broadband,	and	Google	Fiber.	What	is	the	24/2	rule	at	McDonald’s?	The	24/2	rule	at	McDonald’s	refers	to	the	stock	rotation	guidelines	for	food	and	equipment.	It	means	keeping	24	hours	of	paper	stock,	a
maximum	of	2	hours	of	frozen/refrigerated	stock,	and	30	minutes	for	frozen	fries.	What	is	the	90-second	rule	at	McDonald’s?	The	90-second	rule	at	McDonald’s	was	a	part	of	the	Made	for	You	program	launched	in	March	1998.	It	aimed	to	ensure	that	customers	could	order,	receive	their	freshly	prepared	food,	and	be	on	their	way	within	90	seconds.
However,	the	nickname	“Made	You	Wait”	suggested	that	the	wait	time	was	sometimes	longer.	Can	you	sleep	overnight	in	a	McDonald’s?	As	a	policy,	you	are	not	allowed	to	sleep	overnight	in	Connecting	to	WiFi	at	McDonald’s	is	a	piece	of	cake!	All	you	need	is	a	device	with	wireless	capabilities,	and	you’re	good	to	go.	Just	follow	the	simple	steps
outlined	below	to	get	connected	in	no	time.	After	that,	you	can	enjoy	browsing	the	internet	or	catching	up	on	work	while	sipping	on	your	favorite	McCafé	beverage.	So,	you’re	sitting	at	McDonald’s,	craving	some	internet	access	as	much	as	those	fries?	No	worries!	The	following	steps	will	guide	you	through	the	process	of	connecting	to	McDonald’s
WiFi	service,	known	as	“McDonald’s	Free	WiFi.”	Navigate	to	your	device’s	WiFi	settings	and	select	the	network	named	“McDonald’s	Free	WiFi.”	Once	you’ve	found	the	network,	simply	click	on	it.	You	won’t	need	a	password,	so	it	should	be	hassle-free!	Launch	your	preferred	web	browser	to	trigger	the	McDonald’s	WiFi	login	page.	Don’t	panic	if	the
login	page	doesn’t	pop	up	right	away.	Try	typing	in	any	website	address,	and	it	should	redirect	you	to	the	login	portal.	On	the	login	page,	review	and	accept	the	terms	of	service	to	proceed.	Make	sure	to	give	the	terms	a	quick	read.	It’s	always	good	to	know	what	you’re	agreeing	to,	even	when	it’s	just	WiFi.	After	accepting	the	terms,	hit	the	“Get
Connected”	button	to	finalize	the	connection.	And	that’s	it!	You	should	now	be	connected	to	the	internet.	Easy	as	pie,	right?	After	completing	these	steps,	you’ll	be	surfing	the	web	at	McDonald’s	with	ease.	Whether	it’s	to	check	emails,	social	media,	or	to	get	some	work	done,	you’re	all	set.	Now,	enjoy	your	internet	access	along	with	your	meal!	Always
ensure	your	device’s	WiFi	is	turned	on	before	trying	to	connect.	If	you	encounter	any	issues,	try	forgetting	the	network	and	reconnecting.	For	the	best	connection,	try	to	sit	closer	to	the	router,	usually	located	near	the	ceiling.	Use	a	VPN	if	you’re	handling	sensitive	information	for	added	security.	Check	the	connection	speed	if	you	plan	on	streaming
video	or	downloading	large	files.	The	WiFi	speed	at	McDonald’s	can	vary,	but	it’s	generally	good	enough	for	browsing	and	light	streaming.	Nope,	you	don’t	need	a	McDonald’s	account.	Just	connect	and	accept	the	terms	to	begin	using.	No,	there	isn’t	a	time	limit.	You	can	use	the	WiFi	for	as	long	as	you’re	in	the	restaurant.	The	WiFi	is	intended	for	use
inside	the	restaurant,	and	the	signal	may	not	reach	outside.	Yes,	WiFi	is	free	at	all	participating	McDonald’s	locations	across	the	country.	Choose	the	“McDonald’s	Free	WiFi”	network.	Open	your	web	browser.	Accept	the	terms	of	service.	Click	on	“Get	Connected”.	So	there	you	have	it,	folks	–	the	lowdown	on	how	to	connect	to	WiFi	at	McDonald’s.	It’s
a	straightforward	process	that’ll	have	you	browsing	the	web	in	no	time.	Just	remember	the	simple	steps:	select	the	network,	launch	your	browser,	accept	the	terms,	and	connect.	With	this	knowledge	in	your	back	pocket,	you	can	confidently	walk	into	any	McDonald’s	and	know	you’ll	stay	connected	to	the	digital	world	while	enjoying	your	real-world	Big
Mac.	So	next	time	you’re	at	the	Golden	Arches,	give	it	a	whirl	and	enjoy	the	convenience	of	free	WiFi.	Happy	surfing!	Matthew	Burleigh	has	been	writing	tech	tutorials	since	2008.	His	writing	has	appeared	on	dozens	of	different	websites	and	been	read	over	50	million	times.	After	receiving	his	Bachelor’s	and	Master’s	degrees	in	Computer	Science	he
spent	several	years	working	in	IT	management	for	small	businesses.	However,	he	now	works	full	time	writing	content	online	and	creating	websites.	His	main	writing	topics	include	iPhones,	Microsoft	Office,	Google	Apps,	Android,	and	Photoshop,	but	he	has	also	written	about	many	other	tech	topics	as	well.	Read	his	full	bio	here.	How	can	financial
brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands
set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands	set
themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	Favorites	Please	visit	this	URL	to	review	a	list
of	supported	browsers.	Note:	Quote	Data	is	Delayed	At	Least	15	MinutesMarket	Data	is	delayed	by	15	minutes	and	is	for	informational	and/or	educational	purposes	only.	In	certain	circumstances,	securities	with	respect	to	which	the	relevant	exchange	has	commenced	delisting	proceedings	may	continue	to	be	traded	pending	appeal	of	that
determination.	To	view	a	list	of	securities	that	are	subject	to	delisting,	including	those	that	continue	to	be	traded	pending	appeal,	please	click	here.CUSIP	identifiers	have	been	provided	by	CUSIP	Global	Services,	managed	on	behalf	of	the	American	Bankers	Association	by	Standard	&	Poor’s	Financial	Services,	LLC,	The	CUSIP	Database,	©	2025
American	Bankers	Association.	"CUSIP"	is	a	registered	trademark	of	the	American	Bankers	Association.Yield	data	is	for	informational	purposes	only.	What	our	partners	say	about	us	drives	our	passion	for	providing	state-of-the-art	wifi	to	businesses	across	the	UK.	Which	state	has	the	most	McDonald’s?	There	are	a	number	of	McDonald’s	in	California
with	1,275	locations,	which	is	9%	of	the	total	number	of	McDonald’s	Locations.	The	number	of	McDonald’s	in	Texas	is	1,190	locations,	which	is	8%	of	the	total	number	of	McDonald’s	Locations.	McDonald’s	in	Florida	has	897	locations,	which	is	6%	of	the	total	number	of	McDonald’s	Locations.	There	are	a	total	of	13,757	McDonald’s	Locations	in	the
USA.	How	many	McDonald’s	are	in	the	US:	There	are	13,757	Number	of	McDonald’s	locations	in	the	US.	A	number	of	McDonald’s	in	Canada	operates	more	than	1,400	restaurants	and	there	are	more	than	90,000	employees.	There	are	1,396	McDonald’s	Stores	in	Canada.	You	are	leaving	McDonald’s	to	visit	a	site	not	hosted	by	McDonald’s.	Please
review	the	third-party’s	privacy	policy,	accessibility	policy,	and	terms.	McDonald’s	is	not	responsible	for	the	content	provided	by	third-party	sites.	In	our	restaurant	Alongside	our	free	Wifi	in	the	restaurant,	we	are	rolling	out	delivery	and	pre	ordering,	tablets	and	table	service	Web	Scrape	provides	complex	data	extraction	by	leveraging	multiple	types
of	websites.	With	our	web	scraper	services,	we	turn	unstructured	web	content	into	structured	and	machine-readable,	top-quality	data	supplies	to	be	consumed	on	demand.	CONTACT	NOW	Join	Us	on	Skype	Fully-managed,	enterprise-grade	web	crawling	solution	to	effortlessly	turn	millions	of	website	pages	into	useful	data.	Get	clean,	comprehensive,
structured	data	with	Web	Scrape	using	data	extraction.	Thousands	of	the	world’s	large	companies	depend	on	Web	Scrape	every	day	to	transform	millions	of	web	pages	into	actionable	data.	Our	Data	as	a	Service	provides	high-quality	structured	data	to	improve	business	outcomes	and	enable	intelligent	decision	making.	We	offering	best-cost	web
scraping,	data	extraction,	data	scraping	services,	and	developing	web	crawler,	web	scraper,	web	spiders,	harvester,	bot	crawlers,	and	aggregators’	software.	More	than	700+	clients	worldwide,	from	the	USA,	UK,	Canada,	Australia,	Brazil,	Germany,	France,	etc.	We	have	18+	Best	Professional	Web	Scraper	to	serve	across	the	globe.	Exceptional
Customer	Experience	Highly	Scalable	Architecture	We	provide	fully	managed,	enterprise-ready	data	as	a	service	-	From	collecting	and	structuring	to	cleaning,	normalizing	and	maintaining	the	data	quality.Disparate	of	the	complexity	of	the	requirement,	our	custom	web	crawlers	are	flexible	enough	to	deliver	tailor-made	data	solutions	by	tackling	the
nuances	of	web	scraping.We	ensure	that	the	highest	level	of	customer	service	is	given	to	each	and	every	customer,	every	single	day.	It’s	our	job	to	understand	the	specific	needs	of	our	customers	and	find	the	best	solution	for	the	customer’s	needs	and	requirements.Need	millions	of	records	daily?	You’ve	reached	the	right	agency.	Web	Scrape	covers
the	most	robust	crawling	infrastructure	that	ensures	the	smooth	delivery	of	data	every	day.When	you	use	our	services,	you	trust	us	with	your	data.	It’s	our	responsibility	to	be	transparent	about	the	data	we	collect,	provide	and	how	we	use	it	in	making	our	services	work	better	for	you.A	Dedicated	Support	Team	of	experts	that	work	24*7	around	your
business	and	your	needs	with	a	single	point	of	contact	to	ensure	all	your	Data	support	needs	are	met.	Get	structured	data	from	any	website	based	on	our	web	scraping,	data	extraction.	No	coding,	No	Technical	Skill,	No	Servers	or	Expensive	Softwares	required.	Get	data	from	any	website,	any	format	you	require	it.	Data	your	pathway	or	Money	back.
Our	customers	range	from	startups	to	huge	Fortune	500	companies.	Our	success	is	a	result	of	teamwork	and	building	upon	our	technical	expertise	and	creative	style	providing	a	full-service	solution	to	our	clients.	While	you	might	not	always	have	a	coffee	shop	nearby,	chances	are	you'll	be	able	to	find	a	McDonald's	if	you	need	to	get	some	work	done
on	the	go.	The	ubiquitous	fast-food	chain	has	offered	free	Wi-Fi	since	2011,	and	you	can	still	grab	some	caffeine	along	with	a	bite	to	eat.	How	to	Get	Connected	with	McDonald's	Wi-Fi	It's	pretty	simple	to	log	onto	the	Wi-Fi	connection	at	your	nearest	McDonald's.	The	procedure	is	pretty	much	the	same	whether	you're	using	Mac,	Windows	PC,
Chromebook,	iPhone,	iPad,	or	Android	phone.	Find	a	Location	If	you're	on	the	road	and	not	sure	where	the	closest	restaurant	is,	you	can	use	the	McDonald's	locator	page.	Search	by	city,	state,	or	ZIP	code	and	head	to	the	nearest	location.	You'll	be	able	to	see	a	list	of	features	that	each	location	offers.	Make	sure	that	the	one	you're	heading	to	offers
Wi-Fi.	Most	do,	but	it's	possible	for	owners	to	shut	it	off	at	individual	restaurants.	Click	the	drop-down	arrow	next	to	"services"	and	look	for	the	Wi-Fi	icon.	Other	useful	information,	like	operating	hours	and	the	address,	is	displayed	next	to	each	result.	Even	if	it's	too	early	(or	too	late)	for	the	location	to	be	open,	you	might	still	be	able	to	connect	from
the	parking	lot	in	an	emergency.	Connect	to	the	Free	Wi-Fi	Once	you're	within	range	of	the	network,	you'll	be	able	to	see	it	in	the	Wi-Fi	menu	of	your	device.	The	network	name	should	show	up	as	"McDonald's	Free	Wi-Fi."	Connect	to	that	Wi-Fi	network,	and	a	browser	window	should	automatically	open	to	the	McDonald's	website.	Click	the	"Get
Connected"	button	and	a	new	browser	page	will	load	that	says	"You	are	connected	to	McDonald's	Wi-Fi.	Enjoy!"	If	a	browser	doesn't	automatically	open,	try	opening	a	browser	window	on	your	computer	or	the	browser	app---for	example,	Safari	or	Chrome---on	your	phone	or	tablet.	It	should	pop	up	and	prompt	you	to	"Get	Connected."	Note	that	clicking
the	connection	button	means	that	you	accept	the	terms	and	conditions	of	using	McDonald's	free	Wi-Fi.	There's	a	link	on	the	login	page	if	you'd	like	to	read	through	them.	After	that,	you're	connected!	Browse	for	as	long	as	you	need	to	and	enjoy	your	food.	There	might	be	a	few	more	things	that	you're	wondering	about	McDonald's	Wi-Fi	network	like,
how	fast	is	it?	Is	it	secure?	Are	there	any	browsing	restrictions	in	place?	How	Fast	Is	McDonald's	Free	Wi-Fi?	Actually,	pretty	fast.	Your	speed	will	vary	depending	on	the	location,	but	tests	using	the	Fast.com	internet	speed	checking	tool	have	clocked	up	to	58	megabits	per	second	(Mbps)!	That's	fast	enough	to	stream	Netflix	and	have	multiple	other
tabs	open	with	no	lag.	Don't	expect	that	speed	at	every	location,	though---it	can	be	as	low	as	6	Mbps.	Is	It	Secure?	Like	most	public	hotspots,	McDonald's	free	Wi-Fi	network	is	unsecured.	Take	appropriate	measures	to	protect	yourself	online,	like	using	a	virtual	private	network	(VPN)	and	avoiding	pages	that	require	you	to	enter	sensitive	information.
Other	security	measures	that	you	can	take	include	only	visiting	sites	with	HTTPS	encryption,	which	will	prevent	snooping	(If	you	use	Firefox,	you	can	force	it	to	only	connect	to	HTTPS	sites.)	And	as	always,	be	sure	to	have	effective	antimalware	software	running	on	your	Windows	computer.	Are	There	Restrictions?	There	are	some	restrictions	on	the
free	Wi-Fi.	Since	McDonald's	is	"family-friendly,"	you	won't	be	able	to	access	certain	content	when	browsing	on	their	free	Wi-Fi	network.	That	includes:	pornography	some	file	download	sites	BitTorrent	or	media	piracy	services	known	malicious	or	dangerous	sites	If	you're	having	trouble	connecting	to	the	Wi-Fi	network,	the	problem	could	be	the
restaurant's	router.	But	there	are	a	few	things	that	you	should	try	before	reporting	a	bad	connection	to	the	front	counter.	Choose	the	Right	Network	First,	you'll	want	to	make	sure	that	you're	connecting	to	the	right	network.	There	might	be	several	network	names	with	"McDonald's"	in	them.	There	could	also	be	some	that	just	say	"att"	or	"attwifi,"
since	McDonald's	uses	AT&T	for	their	Wi-Fi.	Choose	the	network	without	a	lock	icon	next	to	it	that	just	says	"McDonald's	Free	Wi-Fi."	That's	the	public	connection	meant	for	guests.	Try	an	HTTP	Page	Sometimes,	navigating	to	a	page	marked	as	secure	to	log	in	to	the	network	can	prompt	an	error	message.	To	get	around	that,	navigate	to	a	page	with
"HTTP"	in	the	address	and	not	"HTTPS."	This	might	allow	you	to	log	in	and	return	to	secure	HTTPS	browsing	afterward.	If	you	need	an	easy,	fast	HTTP	website	to	connect	to,	try	example.com.	Reset/Restart	If	the	connection	still	won't	work,	you	can	try	resetting	the	wireless	connection	on	your	smartphone	or	device	by	disabling	it,	waiting	about	a
minute,	and	then	enabling	it	again.	If	that	doesn't	work,	try	restarting	your	device.	If	none	of	that	helps,	you	could	try	a	different	browser.	There	are	several	more	technical	solutions	that	you	can	try	if	none	of	the	above	work,	like	forcing	the	browser	to	display	a	login	page.	Software	company	Auslogics	offers	some	tips	for	getting	a	Wi-Fi	login	page	to
show	up.	They	work	with	Windows	systems,	but	some	of	their	solutions	might	be	applicable	to	Mac.	Avoid	squatting.	Unless	it's	an	emergency,	don't	sit	for	hours	in	the	parking	lot	or	restaurant	using	the	free	Wi-Fi	connection	without	making	at	least	a	small	purchase.	Buying	even	a	cup	of	coffee	is	good	etiquette.	Why	Nvidia	Is	a	Morgan	Stanley	'Top
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and	secure	O2	Wifi	–	delivered	via	O2	Gateway.	Our	free,	easy-to-use	public	wifi	service	has	been	devoured	by	connection-hungry	customers,	with	user	numbers	doubling	in	the	past	five	years.	Every	month,	between	3.5	and	4	million	people	use	the	internet	for	free	while	eating,	relaxing	and	working	in	McDonald's	restaurants.	And	the	numbers	only
continue	to	grow	as	more	customers	come	to	rely	on	the	service	provided	by	McDonald’s	and	O2	–	while	more	retailers	work	to	meet	this	demand.	Working	with	partners	you	can	count	on	“Customers	need	to	know	that	they	will	be	safe	online	while	they,	or	their	families,	are	using	our	wifi	in	our	restaurants.	We	also	require	partners	that	can	support	a
constant,	seven	day-a-week,	365-days-a-year	business,	especially	as	over	half	of	our	restaurants	are	open	24	hours	a	day.	O2	met	all	of	those	criteria	–	and	more.”		Doug	Baker,	IT	Management	Consultant	Like	PepsiCo,	Inc.,	versus	the	Coca-Cola	Company,	or	Ford	Motor	Company	versus	General	Motors	Company,	the	battle	between	McDonald's
Corporation	(NYSE:	MCD)	and	Burger	King	represents	one	of	the	great	rivalries	in	American	business	history.	For	more	than	60	years,	McDonald's	has	been	the	trailblazer	that	set	the	standard	by	which	all	other	franchises	operated.	But	there	are	signs	those	roles	may	be	reversing.	A	revitalized	Burger	King	is	forcing	McDonald's	to	adjust	to	it,	not
the	other	way	around.	McDonald's	and	Burger	King	started	in	the	franchise	food	business	in	1955	and	1954,	respectively.​​​​	McDonald's	has	always	been	the	larger	company,	but	each	firm	has	unquestionably	influenced	the	other	throughout	their	six-decade-plus	rivalry.	McDonald's	has	the	highest	market	capitalization	of	any	fast-food	restaurant	chain
in	the	U.S.Its	vast	size	and	global	reach	represent	challenges	on	their	own.Burger	King's	turnaround	has	allowed	it	to	challenge	McDonald's	supremacy	on	quality	and	price.	Each	restaurant	boasts	iconic	products.	Burger	King	has	the	Whopper	sandwich,	and	McDonald's	counters	with	the	Big	Mac	and	Quarter	Pounder.	The	Whopper	and	Big	Mac	are
the	two	best-selling	burgers	of	all	time.	Burger	King	boasted	1.7	billion	Whopper	sales	per	year	in	2002.​​	McDonald's	reached	that	same	figure	with	Big	Macs	in	2017.​​	Each	firm	continues	to	push	its	international	presence,	although	with	mixed	results.	One	reason	is	culture.	Many	Europeans,	for	instance,	consider	fast-food	to	be	a	quintessentially
American	tradition.	Food	menus	for	Burger	King	and	McDonald's	sometimes	struggle	to	appeal	to	foreign	consumers,	leaving	international	markets	underdeveloped,	particularly	in	the	Asia-Pacific	region.	McDonald's	has	the	highest	market	capitalization	of	any	fast-food	restaurant	chain	in	the	U.S.,	at	more	than	$168	billion	in	October	2020.	(It's
worth	noting	that	Subway	has	more	stores	and	Starbucks	has	higher	revenues.)	It	has	36,000	franchises	in	nearly	120	countries,	employs	1.9	million	people,	and	serves	more	than	70	million	meals	every	day.​​​​​​	McDonald's	market	cap	as	of	October	2020.	But	Subway	has	more	stores	globally,	at	44,758,	and	Starbucks	has	higher	revenue,	at	$26.5	billion
in	2019.	McDonald's	locations	brought	in	more	than	$21	billion	in	2019.​​	Even	with	growth	figures	slumping	since	early	2014,	McDonald's	sits	atop	the	fast-food	world.​​	But	those	slumping	figures	should	concern	investors,	who	have	not	realized	a	great	return	for	several	years.	MCD	performed	admirably	during	and	immediately	after	the	global
recession	of	2008–2009.	It	turns	out	cheap	fast-food	is	essentially	recession-proof,	but	2014	was	the	worst	year	for	the	company	since	2003.​​​​	Under	Ray	Kroc,	its	founding	franchising	visionary,	McDonald's	became	the	world's	premier	food	brand	by	selling	the	rights	to	operate	a	McDonald's	store.	With	this	model,	MCD	keeps	overhead	costs	down	and
lets	local	owners	deal	with	individual	units.	Food	costs	remain	low	and	service	remains	fast	for	a	culture	increasingly	on	the	go.	But	big	businesses	struggle	to	continue	growing	once	they	reach	a	certain	size.	It	is	logistically	difficult	to	innovate	or	address	individual	business	concerns	when	a	burger	empire	spans	120	countries.	McDonald's	CEO	Steve
Easterbrook	gave	a	presentation	to	shareholders	in	the	second	quarter	of	2015	to	address	concerns	over	performance.	His	turnaround	strategy	included	an	intentional	examination	of	Burger	King's	recent	success.	It	is	not	likely	that	McDonald's	will	be	able	to	slash	management	and	administrative	expenses	by	more	than	25%,	as	Burger	King	managed
to	do	between	2011	and	2013.	But	it	is	telling	that	Easterbrook	identified	re-franchising	company-owned	restaurants	as	a	way	to	drive	up	margins.​​​​	After	a	tumultuous	and	disappointing	start	to	the	21st	century,	Burger	King's	shareholders	saw	The	Wendy's	Company,	Subway,	and	Starbucks	take	turns	passing	them	as	McDonald's'	chief	competitor,	at
least	in	terms	of	sales	revenue.	Then,	private	equity	firm	3G	Capital	purchased	the	struggling	giant	for	$4	billion	in	2010.	It	ignited	a	recovery	effort	that	has	turned	out	to	be	quite	successful.​​	Burger	King	merged	with	Canadian	coffee	staple	Tim	Hortons	in	2014	to	form	a	new	publicly-traded	company	called	Restaurant	Brands	International
(NYSE:QSR).​​	By	Q3	2017,	Burger	King	was	outperforming	McDonald's	and	Wendy's	by	significant	margins.	A	report	by	Citi	Research	concluded	that	3G	Capital	made	two	significant	strategic	adjustments:	trimming	business	fat	and	simplifying	its	public	image.	It	worked,	and	operating	margins	grew	from	17%	in	Q2	2011	to	more	than	40%	by	the	third
quarter	of	2018.​​​​	The	primary	revenue	stream	for	Burger	King	Worldwide	(BKW)	comes	from	franchises,	including	royalties	and	fees;	royalties	come	from	a	percentage	of	revenue	from	each	unit.	As	of	2020,	99.7%	of	Burger	King	locations	are	franchised.​​	At	a	time	when	the	McDonald's	menu	is	as	complicated	as	ever,	creating	record	drive-thru	wait
times,	according	to	Citi	Research,	Burger	King	is	repackaging	or	rebranding	old	items	to	help	consumers	out.	One	part	of	the	revival	strategy	is	directly	challenging	to	McDonald's	products.	In	November	2013,	Burger	King	introduced	the	Big	King	sandwich,	with	two	patties,	a	three-layer	bun,	and	a	special	sauce,	as	a	not-so-subtle	competitor	to	the
successful	Big	Mac	from	McDonald's.​​	When	McDonald's	brought	back	the	McRib	sandwich,	Burger	King	unveiled	a	$1	BK	BBQ	Rib	as	a	cheaper	alternative.​​	In	2018,	Burger	King	announced	a	double	quarter-pound	burger	in	a	direct	shot	at	McDonald's'	quarter-pound	burger.​​	Next	came	a	new	fleet	of	coffee	products	from	Burger	King	to	challenge	the
McCafe	menu.	McDonald's	made	waves	years	ago	by	partnering	with	Starbucks	to	create	a	recyclable-compostable	coffee	cup.	So	Burger	King	targeted	and	acquired	Tim	Hortons,	Inc.,	the	leading	Canadian	coffee	and	donut	outlet.​​	Stock	prices	for	both	companies	soared	after	the	CA$12.5	billion	deal,	including	CA$3	billion	in	financing	from	Warren
Buffett's	Berkshire	Hathaway.	There	is	no	confusion	about	Burger	King's	value	proposition.	It	is	just	as	good	as	McDonald's	with	the	same	products,	just	slightly	more	upscale	and,	sometimes,	lower	prices.	Meaningfully	investing	in	Burger	King	and	McDonald's	usually	means	buying	and	operating	a	new	franchise	unit.	Since	each	company	operates	on
an	international	level	and	no	two	markets	are	identical,	the	easiest	way	to	compare	franchising	options	is	to	look	at	Franchise	Disclosure	Documents	(FDDs).	According	to	the	2020	FDD	for	McDonald's,	the	initial	investment	amount	for	a	McDonald's	franchise	falls	between	$1.3	million	and	$2.3	million.	The	corporation	also	charges	an	initial	franchise
fee	of	$45,000.​​	Burger	King's	franchises	require	similar	investments.	The	2020	BK	FDD	suggests	that,	excluding	the	costs	of	real	estate	acquisition	and	improvement,	total	initial	investments	fall	between	$333,100	and	$3.4	million,	with	an	initial	franchise	fee	of	up	to	$50,000.​​	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for
any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any
reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others
from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as
publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.


