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In 2023, over 550,148 students across the U.S. took the AP English Language and Composition Exam, and 65.2% scored higher than a 3. The AP English Language Exam tests your ability to analyze a piece of writing, synthesize information, write a rhetorical essay, and create a cohesive argument. In this post, we’ll be discussing the best way to
approach the argumentative essay section of the test, and we’ll give you tips and tricks so you can write a great essay. What Is the AP Language Argument Essay? The AP English Language Exam as of 2023 is structured as follows: Section 1: 45 multiple choice questions to be completed in an hour. This portion counts for 45% of your score. This
section requires students to analyze a piece of literature. The questions ask about its content and/or what could be edited within the passage. Section 2: Three free response questions to be completed in the remaining two hours and 15 minutes. This section counts for 55% of your score. These essay questions include the synthesis essay, the rhetorical
essay, and the argumentative essay. Synthesis essay: Read 6-7 sources and create an argument using at least three of the sources. Rhetorical analysis essay: Describe how a piece of writing evokes meaning and symbolism. Argumentative essay: Pick a side of a debate and create an argument based on evidence. In this essay, you should develop a
logical argument in support of or against the given statement and provide ample evidence that supports your conclusion. Typically, a five paragraph format is great for this type of writing. This essay is scored holistically from 1 to 9 points. Do you want more information on the structure of the full exam? Take a look at our in-depth overview of the AP
Language and Composition Exam. Tips for Writing the AP Language Argument Essay Although the AP Language Argument may seem daunting at first, once you understand how the essay should be structured, it will be a lot easier to create cohesive arguments. Below are some tips to help you as you write the essay. 1. Organize your essay before
writing Instead of jumping right into your essay, plan out what you will say beforehand. It’s easiest to make a list of your arguments and write out what facts or evidence you will use to support each argument. In your outline, you can determine the best order for your arguments, especially if they build on each other or are chronological. Having a
well-organized essay is crucial for success. 2. Pick one side of the argument, but acknowledge the other side When you write the essay, it’s best if you pick one side of the debate and stick with it for the entire essay. All your evidence should be in support of that one side. However, in your introductory paragraph, as you introduce the debate, be sure
to mention any merit the arguments of the other side has. This can make the essay a bit more nuanced and show that you did consider both sides before determining which one was better. Often, acknowledging another viewpoint then refuting it can make your essay stronger. 3. Provide evidence to support your claims The AP readers will be looking
for examples and evidence to support your argument. This doesn’t mean that you need to memorize a bunch of random facts before the exam. This just means that you should be able to provide concrete examples in support of your argument. For example, if the essay topic is about whether the role of the media in society has been detrimental or not,
and you argue that it has been, you may talk about the phenomenon of “fake news” during the 2016 presidential election. AP readers are not looking for perfect examples, but they are looking to see if you can provide enough evidence to back your claim and make it easily understood. 4. Create a strong thesis statement The thesis statement will set up
your entire essay, so it’s important that it is focused and specific, and that it allows for the reader to understand your body paragraphs. Make sure your thesis statement is the very last sentence of your introductory paragraph. In this sentence, list out the key points you will be making in the essay in the same order that you will be writing them. Each
new point you mention in your thesis should start a paragraph in your essay. AP English Language Argument Essay Examples Below is a prompt and sample student essay from the May 2019 exam. We’ll look at what the student did well in their writing and where they could improve. Prompt: “The term “overrated” is often used to diminish concepts,
places, roles, etc. that the speaker believes do not deserve the prestige they commonly enjoy; for example, many writers have argued that success is overrated, a character in a novel by Anthony Burgess famously describes Rome as a “vastly overrated city,” and Queen Rania of Jordan herself has asserted that “[b]eing queen is overrated.” Select a
concept, place, role, etc. to which you believe that the term “overrated” should be applied. Then, write a well-developed essay in which you explain your judgment. Use appropriate evidence from your reading, experience, or observations to support your argument. Sample Student Essay #1: [1] Competition is “overrated.” The notion of motivation
between peers has evolved into a source of unnecessary stress and even lack of morals. Whether it be in an academic environment or in the industry, this new idea of competition is harmful to those competing and those around them. [2] Back in elementary school, competition was rather friendly. It could have been who could do the most pushups or
who could get the most imaginary points in a classroom for a prize. If you couldn’t do the most pushups or win that smelly sticker, you would go home and improve yourself - there would be no strong feelings towards anyone, you would just focus on making yourself a better version of yourself. Then as high school rolled around, suddenly applying for
college doesn’t seem so far away -GPA seems to be that one stat that defines you - extracurriculars seem to shape you - test scores seem to categorize you. Sleepless nights, studying for the next day’s exam, seem to become more and more frequent. Floating duck syndrome seems to surround you (FDS is where a competitive student pretends to not
work hard but is furiously studying beneath the surface just like how a duck furiously kicks to stay afloat). All of your competitors appear to hope you fail - but in the end what do you and your competitor’s gain? Getting one extra point on the test? Does that self-satisfaction compensate for the tremendous amounts of acquired stress? This new type of
“competition” is overrated - it serves nothing except a never-ending source of anxiety and seeks to weaken friendships and solidarity as a whole in the school setting. [3] A similar idea of “competition” can be applied to business. On the most fundamental level, competition serves to be a beneficial regulator of prices and business models for both the
business themselves and consumers. However, as businesses grew increasingly greedy and desperate, companies resorted to immoral tactics that only hurt their reputations and consumers as a whole. Whether it be McDonald’s coupons that force you to buy more food or tech companies like Apple intentionally slowing down your iPhone after 3 years
to force you to upgrade to the newest device, consumers suffer and in turn speak down upon these companies. Similar to the evolved form of competition in school, this overrated form causes pain for all parties and has since diverged from the encouraging nature that the principle of competition was “founded” on. The AP score for this essay was a
4/6, meaning that it captured the main purpose of the essay but there were still substantial parts missing. In this essay, the writer did a good job organizing the sections and making sure that their writing was in order according to the thesis statement. The essay first discusses how competition is harmful in elementary school and then discusses this
topic in the context of business. This follows the chronological order of somebody’s life and flows nicely. The arguments in this essay are problematic, as they do not provide enough examples of how exactly competition is overrated. The essay discusses the context in which competition is overrated but does not go far enough in explaining how this
connects to the prompt. In the first example, school stress is used to explain how competition manifests. This is a good starting point, but it does not talk about why competition is overrated; it simply mentions that competition can be unhealthy. The last sentence of that paragraph is the main point of the argument and should be expanded to discuss
how the anxiety of school is overrated later on in life. In the second example, the writer discusses how competition can lead to harmful business practices, but again, this doesn’t reflect the reason this would be overrated. Is competition really overrated because Apple and McDonald’s force you to buy new products? This example could’ve been taken
one step farther. Instead of explaining why business structures—such as monopolies—harm competition, the author should discuss how those particular structures are overrated. Additionally, the examples the writer used lack detail. A stronger essay would’ve provided more in-depth examples. This essay seemed to mention examples only in passing
without using them to defend the argument. It should also be noted that the structure of the essay is incomplete. The introduction only has a thesis statement and no additional context. Also, there is no conclusion paragraph that sums up the essay. These missing components result in a 4/6. Now let’s go through the prompt for a sample essay from the
May 2022 exam. The prompt is as follows: Colin Powell, a four-star general and former United States Secretary of State, wrote in his 1995 autobiography: “[W]e do not have the luxury of collecting information indefinitely. At some point, before we can have every possible fact in hand, we have to decide. The key is not to make quick decisions, but to
make timely decisions.” Write an essay that argues your position on the extent to which Powell’s claim about making decisions is valid. In your response you should do the following: Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible position. Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning. Explain how the evidence supports your line
of reasoning. Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument. Sample Student Essay #2: Colin Powell, who was a four star general and a former United States Secretary of State. He wrote an autobiography and had made a claim about making decisions. In my personal opinion, Powell’s claim is true to full extent and
shows an extremely valuable piece of advice that we do not consider when we make decisions. Powell stated, “before we can have every possible fact in hand we have to decide.... but to make it a timely decision” (1995). With this statement Powell is telling the audience of his autobiography that it does not necessarily matter how many facts you have,
and how many things you know. Being able to have access to everything possible takes a great amount of time and we don’t always have all of the time in the world. A decision has to be made with what you know, waiting for something else to come in while trying to make a decision whether that other fact is good or bad you already have a good
amount of things that you know. Everyone’s time is valuable, including yours. At the end of the day the decision will have to be made and that is why it should be made in a “timely” manner. This response was graded for a score of 2/6. Let’s break down the score to smaller points that signify where the student fell short. The thesis in this essay is
clearly outlined at the end of the first paragraph. The student states their agreement with Powell’s claim and frames the rest of their essay around this stance. The success in scoring here lies in the clear communication of the thesis and the direction the argument will take. It’s important to make the thesis statement concise, specific, and arguable,
which the student has successfully done. While the student did attempt to provide evidence to support their thesis, it’s clear that their explanation lacks specific detail and substance. They referenced Powell’s statement, but did not delve into how this statement has proven true in specific instances, and did not provide examples that could bring the
argument to life. Commentary is an essential part of this section’s score. It means explaining the significance of the evidence and connecting it back to the thesis. Unfortunately, the student’s commentary here is too vague and does not effectively elaborate on how the evidence supports their argument. To improve, the student could use more concrete
examples to demonstrate their point and discuss how each piece of evidence supports their thesis. For instance, they could discuss specific moments in Powell’s career where making a timely decision was more valuable than waiting for all possible facts. This would help illustrate the argument in a more engaging, understandable way. A high score in
the “sophistication” category of the grading rubric is given for demonstrating a complex understanding of the rhetorical situation (purpose, audience, context, etc.), making effective rhetorical choices, or establishing a line of reasoning. Here, the student’s response lacks complexity and sophistication. They’ve simply agreed with Powell’s claim and
made a few general statements without providing a deeper analysis or effectively considering the rhetorical situation. To increase sophistication, the student could explore possible counterarguments or complexities within Powell’s claim. They could discuss potential drawbacks of making decisions without all possible facts, or examine situations
where timely decisions might not yield the best results. By acknowledging and refuting these potential counterarguments, they could add more depth to their analysis and showcase their understanding of the complexities involved in decision-making. The student could also analyze why Powell, given his background and experiences, might have come
to such a conclusion, thus providing more context and showing an understanding of the rhetorical situation. Remember, sophistication in argumentation isn’t about using fancy words or complicated sentences. It’s about showing that you understand the complexity of the issue at hand and that you're able to make thoughtful, nuanced arguments.
Sophistication shows that you can think critically about the topic and make connections that aren’t immediately obvious. How Will AP Scores Impact My College Chances? Now that you’'ve looked at an example essay and some tips for the argumentative essay, you know how to better prepare for the AP English Language and Composition Exam. While
your AP scores don’t usually impact your admissions chances, colleges do care a lot about your course rigor. So, taking as many APs as you can will certainly boost your chances! AP scores can be a way for high-performing students to set themselves apart, particularly when applying to prestigious universities. Through the process of self-reporting
scores, you can show your hard work and intelligence to admissions counselors. That said, the main benefit of scoring high on AP exams comes once you land at your dream school, as high scores can allow you to “test out” of entry-level requirements, often called GE requirements or distribution requirements. This will save you time and money. To
understand how your course rigor stacks up, check out CollegeVine’s free chancing engine. This resource takes your course rigor, test scores, extracurriculars, and more, to determine your chances of getting into over 1600 colleges across the country! ® Honestly, there is so much to remember when figuring out how to write an argument essay.
Between the thesis, evidence, and commentary, there’s a lot to process, but you can do it. Here’s some tips to help! Tip 1: Include Specific Evidence When learning how to write an argument essay for AP® Lang, one of the most crucial aspects involves specific evidence. This may sound obvious, but based on the rubric, specific evidence is an
essential component of an argument essay. Before writing, brainstorm the evidence you want to use. Be sure it relates to the prompt and your argument. Then, narrow down your evidence, focusing on examples you can elaborate well. Also, consider examples that you can pair together. So what exactly is specific evidence for an argument essay. For
instance, the American Revolution is very broad, but the Stamp Act of the American Revolution is specific. You want to be as specific as you possibly can. However, you also don’t want to assume that your reader knows about the people or events you’'re talking about. So, provide appropriate definitions or context as needed. You can do this by using a
non-restrictive clause or a positive phrase. For instance, you could say, The Stamp Act and then define it very briefly. You can then continue with your commentary, As you work on understanding evidence, it is helpful to go to the College Board website and read the argument essays from 2018 and 2019. They were re-scored with the six-point rubric,
so you can get an idea of what the board wants to see. Specifically, it provides a great distinction between a 2 and 3 in row B. For helpful tips about writing an argument essay thesis, check out this blog post. Tip 2: Play to Your Strengths Every student is at a different place in how ready they are for the AP® Lang Exam. This tip is especially helpful
if you are on the border of a 3 out of 6 or a 4 out of 6. It is crucial to play to your strengths. For instance, your strengths could be outside knowledge of sports, current events, or music. Instead, your focus could be knowledge of history. If your expertise fits the prompt, try to use evidence from that category. This will help you be more specific and
allow your talents and insight to really shine. When selecting evidence, remember to focus only on your work and evidence. Do not worry about what other students are writing about. You are not judged based on the quality of other people’s work. It does not matter if you feel your evidence is the same that other test takers will use. Graders evaluate
your work individually, so do not worry about anyone else. Just make sure you're using specific evidence and developing your commentary. Tip 3: Choose a Logical Order One of the most important argument essay tips involves the order of evidence. This requires two considerations. First, you want to look at the order of evidence within a paragraph.
Second, you want to look at the order of your paragraphs themselves. It is often helpful to pair evidence together within a paragraph to create layers. This helps you develop your argument. You do want to consider the order of your evidence. For instance, are you working in chronological order? Reverse chronological order? Are the pairs from the
same category, such as current events, or different ones? You want to be sure the order of your evidence makes sense. However, there are also times when students can use just one key example and develop it well within the paragraph. Honestly, this decision is up to you. For more information about planning your evidence, check out this blog post.
Tip 4: Examine “Why” The commentary is essential when learning how to write an argument essay for AP® Lang! This is your analysis. In other words, it is the reason why the evidence proves your thesis. It is helpful to ask yourself: “Why is this evidence important or significant?” Do not assume it is obvious! You want to make sure you are clarifying
this for your reader. Additionally, you can elaborate on the lesson or moral and how the evidence supports your point. Truthfully, there are so many ways to examine why. However you elaborate, just ensure you thoroughly analyze each piece of evidence. If you are examining “Why” for multiple pieces of evidence, look at your format. You do not want
a big chunk of evidence and then a big chunk of commentary. Instead, you want layers. Layers greatly strengthen writing! So, you will add evidence and then include commentary. If you have more evidence, you will then provide it and then add more commentary. Tip 5: Consider a Concession/Refutation Another way to develop your argument is to
consider including a concession and refutation. In other words, include a counterclaim and rebuttal. If you include a counterclaim, you need to make sure to actually refute it. You do not want to contradict yourself. Therefore, it would be best if you only did this when it furthers your argument and fits the prompt. If you do include a counterclaim, it
can fit in different places within your argument essay. Some like to use it as a third body paragraph while others like to work it into existing body paragraphs. You get to select where it fits best. For more insight into these helpful tips, check out 5 Tips to Improve Your Argument Essay! This video provides excellent suggestions to help you through the
AP® Lang Exam. Practice is essential when learning how to write an argument essay for AP® Lang. You want to give yourself time to apply these argument essay tips. Doing this will make you feel confident and ready for the exam. Wondering how to get a 6 on the argumentative essay in AP® English Language? To score an 5 on the AP® English
Argument FRQ question, the CollegeBoard scoring guidelines outline that students need to write an essay that effectively argues a position, uses appropriate and convincing evidence, and showcases a wide range of the elements of writing. Essays that score a 6 do all of that and, additionally, demonstrate sophistication in their argument. An essay
that does all of that is an incredibly well-constructed essay. Such an essay needs a solid framework and excellent support. To do this, it is important to have a clear idea of what you are being asked, to not waffle, to spend time and care with your thesis and outline, and to support every claim you make. We know the best way to write an AP® English
FRQ that does everything right is to understand what you are going to see on the AP® English Language test. Read on to prepare yourself for exam day and earn that 6! The AP® English argument FRQ is the most straightforward of the AP® English FRQs because it is the most similar to the essays you're already used to writing. It’s exciting to have
free reign and make your own argument, unrestrained from rhetorical analysis devices or documents. But, like most AP® writing, it also can be a little overwhelming. There’s nothing to read and analyze to provide evidence or help you form an argument. Whether you're feeling excited or overwhelmed by the AP® writing argument FRQ, consider the
rhetorical situation. Be strategic about forming your thesis, craft a strong, chronological argument, and utilize good, supportive evidence to earn a better overall essay response. The first question to ask yourself is what am I being asked to do? This may seem obvious, but it’s surprising how tricky it can be to figure out. Look for keywords and phrases
that will answer that question. Here’s an example from the 2019 AP® English Language argumentative essay. Though there are just two short paragraphs, there is a lot of room for confusion here. In this case, “Then, write a well-developed essay in which you explain your judgment.” is the key sentence you are looking for. In 2019, AP® English
Language test takers were asked to select a concept, place, role, etc. that they believed was “overrated,” and explain why. If you cannot determine what the question is, go back and reread the prompt. Focus on the last few sentences, as that’s where you’ll usually find it. Knowing the question you are answering is the most important part of AP®
writing. You will not be able to answer the question effectively if you aren’t certain what the question is. Pick out a specific sentence or two to determine the question, and thereby ensure that you aren’t just writing an essay that responds to the general sense of the argument essay prompts The next step is both simple and difficult. Identify your own
opinion on the subject. But remember — the AP® argumentative essay exam format is designed to test how well you can craft an argument. Questions like the 2019 question seem so daunting, because claiming anything to be “overrated” is such a broad topic. It is a bigger question than students are used to encountering on an AP® test. But, always
remember, there is no right or wrong answer for this AP® English FRQ. And whatever argument you choose will not come back later in the exam or in your final grade in the class. This is not to say that you shouldn’t believe in what you are writing. Only that you should remember that both sides are arguable, pick one, and stick to it. Don’t waffle.
Below we break down two sample student answers from this same 2019 prompt. In this AP® Lang argument essay example, the student jumps from describing places, to people, to outfits. The prompts asked for only one example and the student gives three. By doing this, it shows they were not only unable to grasp what the prompt was asking, but
that they couldn’t stick to their opinion. Instead of deeply strengthening one choice, the student gives vague, half-reasons for too many choices.When writing your FRQs, choose just one concept and stick to it. The following example demonstrates a strong student response: This student picks one clear concept, capitalism, and clearly outlines their
support for it. They write with clear language that opens the door for the deeper analysis coming later in the essay. Like this student, choose just one clear argument to delve into when writing your FRQ. The thesis statement should be both simple and elegant. Students often find it one of the more difficult writing skills to master, but we’re here to
help. Just remember that it should encompass your entire essay in just one sentence. So, for the 2019 argument FRQ: Good thesis: While capitalism undeniably has its upsides, it has many downsides that are rarely recognized. When considering the downsides, capitalism is clearly overrated as it commodifies humanity and uplifts a minority at the
expense of the majority. This thesis breaks down a) that the author clearly states his claim that capitalism is overrated, b) that the author will support that claim with examples on how it commodifies humanity and how it hurts the majority in favor of the minority. Good thesis: While the Electoral College was created in the name of equality for smaller
states, it is ultimately overrated because it undercuts the popular vote, it is an archaic practice that is unsuitable for the modern era. This thesis claims the Electoral College is overrated by claiming it doesn’t do what it was created to do in the first place- support equality. It also introduces two supporting examples for the rest of the essay- it
undercuts the popular vote and it doesn’t work in the modern era. Not a good thesis: Kicking a ball in a net and scoring, is not as important as saving lives. Soccer to me would be considered overrated. This thesis doesn’t give clear direction for the rest of the essay. The author claims soccer is overrated, but doesn’t tell us why. The example that “it’s
not as important as saving lives” is unrelated and also not touched on again later in the essay. This thesis isn’t specific and doesn’t give you a clear idea of what the author will be saying next. Not a good thesis: The term “overrated” has been used in conversation to diminish the value of roles. In unusual circumstances the term “overrated” should be
applied to the idea of freedom in regards to social change, but overall it should not be applied in regards to global devastation and cruel treatment. This thesis does not directly answer the question. Is the author arguing that freedom is overrated? They also claim that the term overrated doesn’t apply to global devastation and cruel treatment. This
second claim is both unrelated to the first and doesn’t work to answer the initial prompt. Looking at these four examples, can you see the difference between a strong and weak thesis? After you've determined your thesis, use it as a jumping point to sketch a quick outline. Then, follow your outline, bringing in your own concrete examples and
evidence. Doing so will improve your AP® writing. Return to the Table of Contents A good argument builds as you move through the essay. It does not simply repeat the same points. Instead, the different points of the argument build off one another and work together to advance the author’s point. Let’s look at the 2018 AP® English argument FRQ
for an example. In this case, students are being asked to argue a position on the value of choosing the unknown. All students are likely to have their own definitions of what “choosing the unknown” might mean. You first want to consider what this phrase means to you, and how it applies to the real world. Could it mean breaking out of your comfort
zone in daily routines, or could it mean going to theater school to follow your dreams? There’s no wrong answers, but try to pin down one. Consider Lindbergh’s quote the prompt gives you, and how shock, disappointment, and enrichment play into choosing the unknown. Once you’ve nailed down your definition, you can begin to form your
arguments.A chronological argument builds off itself. So, in this question’s case, an outline would look something like this: Choosing the unknown is necessary for the development of the human race.Scientific advancements cannot be made without testing the boundaries of the unknown.Cultural and artistic growth can only occur through exploring
the unknown. First, a student must define what choosing the unknown means, and what makes it difficult. Next the student argues for the value of choosing the unknown, in that the human race could never develop without it. Finally, the student will argue for the invaluable scientific and cultural/artistic advances made throughout history by
breaking known boundaries. When you sketch your outline, quickly ask yourself if the outline would make just as much sense if you rearranged it. If the answer is no, start writing your essay. If the answer is yes, try to structure your argument so that your points build off one another. All arguments need evidence. This is the proof you need to support
your thesis. And in the case of the AP® English argument FRQ, the evidence all comes from you. What exactly that evidence is will vary from question to question and from student to student. But make sure that every point you make is supported by evidence. Here’s some good news — you already know quite a bit about effective evidence from what
you have learned in AP® English about rhetorical devices. Your main purpose in this essay is to persuade. What have you learned in class about effective ways to persuade? What rhetorical devices can you utilize? Try to pick the best devices to support your argument that you can. Here are some examples of supportive and non-supportive evidence
that students could use to support their claims. The 2017 AP® English language argument FRQ asked students to argue a position if the most essential skill is artifice. The example student answers given below are from here. Supportive evidence: “Throughout history, rulers have utilized countless different methods of achieving power, however none
have been so successful as mastering the art of lying. In his advice to future rulers, Niccolo Machiavelli encouraged them to lie and maintain the illusion of sympathy to the common struggles in order to retain power. He asserts that it is imperative for a ruler to appear caring and sympathetic even if he has no objective but power. Machiavelli argues
that to be sincere and honest is akin to being vulnerable. A ruler must be skilled in the art of deception if he is not to fall prey to usurpers. Thus, it is essential that he appear humble and morally upright to his constituents as he is to appear idealistic, despite his nature being identical to his citizens.” In this paragraph, the student chooses to discuss
the role of artifice in politics. The student claims that mastering lying is essential to achieving political power. The student uses Machiavelli’s leadership and beliefs as specific examples to support this, by analyzing and connecting each point back to his/her claim. Non-supportive evidence: “Another example would be actors on red carpets or at
interviews they sound generous and relatable, but in reality they could be selfish people who don’t care about anyone. To the public they act charming, honest, and sincere. They do this so they can get famous and rich. They do this so they will never get ignored.” In this paragraph, the student chooses to discuss the role of artifice in the culture of
entertainment and celebrities. However, the student does not utilize supportive evidence to do so. The paragraph is full of claims about how actors lie, but does not provide a concrete example to anchor the claims. The student provides a lot of very vague generalizations, but no clear evidence or examples of specific celebrities and how they used
artifice to succeed. There is so much variance in prompts and students’ prior knowledge; it’s impossible to provide a checklist of what makes evidence supportive. But a good trick to decide if you’ve supported your claims well enough is to talk to yourself. No really, it’s a good idea. Picture yourself discussing your essay with someone. Imagine that
this person disagrees with everything that you say. Every time you make a claim, like that it’s important to be polite in an email, your imaginary person shakes their head and tells you no. How would you try to convince them? What examples would you use? Make sure that for each opinion you put forward; you have provided an answer to someone
who would disagree with you. The evidence is an important part of your essay. If your outline and your argument are a framework, your evidence is the brick and mortar. A house without brick and mortar won’t fall, but it won’t be a very nice house to inhabit. Tie every claim you make to a piece of evidence to ensure the best essay possible. Return to
the Table of Contents The AP® English argument FRQ varies quite a bit. But it is ultimately about how well you can put forth an argument. So, don’t be afraid to spend some time crafting that argument. We’ve covered a lot in this article- here are the main points to remember: Determine the question. Figure out what the prompt is asking you to
do.Pick an opinion and stick to it. Choose one side of the argument and one clear claim to support all the way through.Craft a thesis statement. Your thesis should be clear, concise, and introduce the content of your essay.Craft a chronological argument. Make an argument that builds on its prior points.Support your claims. Support yourself with
concrete, specific evidence and examples. But most of all, have fun. This essay is the one you should be looking forward to, where you have the freest rein. Enjoy it and earn yourself a 6. Do the examples shown make sense to you? Can you picture yourself moving through the AP® writing argument FRQ with ease now? We’d like to let you in on a
little secret: no one, including us, enjoys writing timed essays. But a little practice goes a long way. If you want to head into your AP English Exam with a cool head, you’ll want to know what you’'re getting into ahead of time. We can’t promise the AP Lang Argument Essay will ever feel like an island vacation, but we do have tons of hand tips and tricks
(plus a sample essay!) below to help you do your best. This article will cover: 1) What is the AP Lang Argumentative Essay? 2) AP Lang Argument Rubric 3) AP Lang Argument Sample Prompt 4) AP Lang Argument Essay Example 5) AP Lang Argument Essay Example: Answer Breakdown. What is the AP Lang Argument Essay? The AP Lang Argument
Essay is one of three essays included in the written portion of the AP English Exam. The full AP English Exam is 3 hours and 15 minutes long, with the first 60 minutes dedicated to multiple-choice questions. Once you complete the multiple-choice section, you move on to three equally weighted essays that ask you to synthesize, analyze, and interpret
texts and develop well-reasoned arguments. The three essays include: Synthesis essay: You’ll review various pieces of evidence and then write an essay that synthesizes (aka combines and interprets) the evidence and presents a clear argument. Read our write-up on How to Write the AP Lang Synthesis Essay here. Argumentative essay: You'll take a
stance on a specific topic and argue your case. Rhetorical essay: You'll read a provided passage, then analyze the author’s rhetorical choices and develop an argument that explains why the author made those rhetorical choices. Read our write-up on How to Write the AP Lang Rhetorical Essay here. AP Lang Argument Essay Rubric The AP Lang
Argument Essay is graded on 3 rubric categories: Thesis, Evidence and Commentary, and Sophistication. How can you make sure you cover all three bases in your essay? We’'ll break down each rubric category with dos and don’ts below: When it comes to grading your thesis, AP Exam graders are checking off a box: you either have a clear thesis or
you don’t. So, what crucial components of a thesis will get you your check mark? Do: Make sure your thesis argues something. To satisfy your graders, your thesis needs to take a clear stance on the issue at hand. Include your thesis statement in your intro paragraph. The AP Lang Argumentative essay is just that: an essay that makes an argument, so
make sure you present your argument right away at the end of your first paragraph. A good test to see if you have a thesis that makes an argument for your AP Lang Argumentative Essay: In your head, add the phrase “I agree/disagree that...” to the beginning of your thesis. If what follows doesn’t logically flow after that phrase (aka if what follows
isn’t an agreement or disagreement), it’s likely you’'re not making an argument. In your thesis, outline the evidence you’ll cover in your body paragraphs. AP Lang Argument Essay Rubric (Continued) Don’t: Avoid a thesis that merely restates the prompt. Avoid a thesis that summarizes the text but does not make an argument. Avoid a thesis that
weighs the pros and cons of an issue. Your job in your thesis is to pick a side and stick with it. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points) This rubric category is graded on a scale of 0-4 where 4 is the highest grade. Unlike the rhetorical and synthesis essays, the evidence you need to write your AP Lang Argument Essay is not provided to you. Rather,
you’ll need to generate your own evidence and comment upon it. What counts as evidence? Typically, the AP Lang Argument Essay prompt asks you to reflect on a broad cultural, moral, or social issue that is open to debate. For evidence, you won’t be asked to memorize and cite statistics or facts. Rather, you’ll want to bring in real-world examples of:
Historical events Current-day events from the news Personal anecdotes For this essay, your graders know that you’re not able to do research to find the perfect evidence. What’s most important is that you find evidence that logically supports your argument. What is commentary? In this essay, it’s important to do more than just provide examples
relevant evidence. After each piece of evidence you include, you’ll need to explain why it’s significant and how it connects to your main argument. The analysis you include after your evidence is commentary. Do: Take a minute to brainstorm evidence that logically supports your argument. If you have to go out of your way to find the connection, it’s
better to think of different evidence. Include multiple pieces of evidence. There is no magic number, but do make sure you incorporate more than a couple pieces of evidence that support your argument. Make sure you include more than one example of evidence, too. Let’s say you're working on an essay that argues that people are always stronger
together than apart. You've already included an example from history: during the civil rights era, protestors staged group sit-ins as a powerful form of peaceful protest. That’s just one example, and it’s hard to make a credible argument with just one piece of evidence. To fix that issue, think of additional examples from history, current events, or
personal experience that are not related to the civil rights era. After you include each piece of evidence, explain why it’s significant and how it connects to your main argument. Don’t: Don’t summarize or speak generally about the topic. Everything you write must be backed up with specific and relevant evidence and examples. Don’t let quotes speak
for themselves. After every piece of evidence you include, make sure to explain and connect the evidence to your overarching argument. AP Lang Argument Essay (Continued) Sophistication (0-1 point) According to the College Board, one point can be awarded to AP Lang Argument essays that achieve a high level of sophistication. You can accomplish
that in four ways: Crafting a nuanced argument by consistently identifying and exploring complexities or tensions. Articulating the implications or limitations of an argument by situating it within a broader context. Making effective rhetorical choices that consistently strengthen the force and impact of the student’s argument. Employing a style that is
consistently vivid and persuasive. In sum, this means you can earn an additional point for going above and beyond in depth, complexity of thought, or by writing an especially persuasive, clear, and well-structured essay. In order to earn this point, you’ll first need to do a good job with the fundamentals: your thesis, evidence, and commentary. Then, to
earn your sophistication point, follow these tips: AP Lang Argument Essay (Continued) Do: Outline your essay before you begin to ensure it flows in a clear and cohesive way. Include well-rounded evidence. Don’t rely entirely on personal anecdotes, for example. Incorporate examples from current events or history, as well. Thoroughly explain how
each piece of evidence connects to your thesis in order to fully develop your argument. Explore broader implications. If what you’'re arguing is true, what does that mean to us today? Who is impacted by this issue? What real-world issues are relevant to this core issue? Briefly explore the other side of the issue. Are the instances where your argument
might not be true? Acknowledge the other side, then return to proving your original argument. Don’t: Steer clear of generalizations (avoid words like “always” and “everyone”). Don’t choose an argument you can’t back up with relevant examples. Avoid complex sentences and fancy vocabulary words unless you use them often. Long, clunky sentences
with imprecisely used words are hard to follow. AP Lang Argument Sample Prompt The sample prompt below is published online by the College Board and is a real example from the 2021 AP English Exam. The prompt provides background context, essay instructions, and the text you need to analyze. AP Lang Argument Sample Prompt Question 3
Suggested time—40 minutes. Many people spend long hours trying to achieve perfection in their personal or professional lives. Similarly, people often demand perfection from others, creating expectations that may be challenging to live up to. In contrast, some people think perfection is not attainable or desirable. Write an essay that argues your
position on the value of striving for perfection. In your response you should do the following: Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible position. Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning. Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning. Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your
argument. AP Lang Argument Essay Example As the old phrase says, “Practice makes perfect.” But is perfection something that is actually attainable? Sometimes, pushing for perfection helps us achieve great things, but most often, perfectionism puts too much pressure on us and prevents us from knowing when we have done the best we can.
Striving for perfection can only lead us to shortchange ourselves. Instead, we should value learning, growth, and creativity and not worry whether we are first or fifth best. Students often feel the need to be perfect in their classes, and this can cause students to struggle or stop making an effort in class. In elementary and middle school, for example, I
was very nervous about public speaking. When I had to give a speech, my voice would shake, and I would turn very red. My teachers always told me “relax!” and I got Bs on Cs on my speeches. As a result, I put more pressure on myself to do well, spending extra time making my speeches perfect and rehearsing late at night at home. But this pressure
only made me more nervous, and I started getting stomach aches before speaking in public. Once I got to high school, however, I started doing YouTube make-up tutorials with a friend. We made videos just for fun, and laughed when we made mistakes or said something silly. Only then, when I wasn’t striving to be perfect, did I get more comfortable
with public speaking. AP Lang Argumentative Essay Example (Continued) In the world of art and business and science, perfectionism can also limit what we are able to achieve. Artists, for example, have to take risks and leave room for creativity. If artists strive for perfection, then they won’t be willing to fail at new experiments and their work will be
less innovative and interesting. In business and science, many products, like penicillin for example, were discovered by accident. If the scientist who discovered penicillin mold growing on his petri dishes had gotten angry at his mistake and thrown the dishes away, he would never have discovered a medicine that is vital to us today. Some fields do
need to value perfection. We wouldn’t like it, for example, if our surgeon wasn’t striving for perfection during our operation. However, for most of us, perfectionism can limit our potential for learning and growth. Instead of trying to be perfect, we should strive to learn, innovate, and do our personal best. AP Lang Argument Essay Example: Answer
Breakdown The sample AP Lang Argumentative Essay above has some strengths and some weaknesses. Overall, we would give this essay a 3 or a 4. Let’s break down what’s working and what could be improved: Strengths: The essay offers a thesis that makes a clear argument that is relevant to the prompt: “Striving for perfection can only lead us to
shortchange ourselves. Instead, we should value learning, growth, and creativity and not worry whether we are first or fifth best.” The first body paragraph provides evidence that supports the essay’s thesis. This student’s personal anecdote offers an example of a time when perfectionism led them to shortchange themselves. The second body
paragraph provides additional evidence that supports the essay’s thesis. The example describing the discovery of penicillin offers another example of a situation in which perfectionism might have limited scientific progress. The writer offers commentary explaining how her examples of public speaking and penicillin illustrate that we should “value
learning, growth, and creativity” over perfectionism. The essay follows one line of reasoning and does not stray into tangents. The essay is organized well with intro, body, and concluding paragraphs. Overall, it is easy to read and is free of grammar errors. What could be improved: Although the second body paragraph provides one good specific
example about the discovery of penicillin, the other examples it offers about art and business are only discussed generally and aren’t backed up with evidence. This paragraph would be stronger if it provided more examples. Or, if this writer couldn’t think of examples, they could have left out mentions of art and business altogether and included
alternate evidence instead. This writer would more thoroughly support their argument if they were able to offer one more example of evidence. They could provide another personal anecdote, an example from history, or an example from current events. The writer briefly mentions the other side of the argument in their concluding paragraph: “Some
fields do need to value perfection. We wouldn'’t like it, for example, if our surgeon wasn’t striving for perfection during our operation.” Since it’s so brief a mention of the other side, it undermines the writer’s overall argument. This writer should either dedicate more time to reflecting on why even surgeons should “value learning, growth, and
creativity” over perfectionism, or they should leave these sentences out. AP Lang Argument Essay Example—More Resources Looking for more tips to help you master your AP Lang Argumentative Essay? Brush up on 20 Rhetorical Devices High School Students Should Know and read our Tips for Improving Reading Comprehension. If you're ready to
start studying for another part of the AP English Exam, find more expert tips in our How to Write the AP Lang Synthesis and How to Write the AP Lang Rhetorical Essay blog posts. In 2023, over 550,148 students across the U.S. took the AP English Language and Composition Exam, and 65.2% scored higher than a 3. The AP English Language Exam
tests your ability to analyze a piece of writing, synthesize information, write a rhetorical essay, and create a cohesive argument. In this post, we’ll be discussing the best way to approach the argumentative essay section of the test, and we’ll give you tips and tricks so you can write a great essay. What Is the AP Language Argument Essay? The AP
English Language Exam as of 2023 is structured as follows: Section 1: 45 multiple choice questions to be completed in an hour. This portion counts for 45% of your score. This section requires students to analyze a piece of literature. The questions ask about its content and/or what could be edited within the passage. Section 2: Three free response
questions to be completed in the remaining two hours and 15 minutes. This section counts for 55% of your score. These essay questions include the synthesis essay, the rhetorical essay, and the argumentative essay. Synthesis essay: Read 6-7 sources and create an argument using at least three of the sources. Rhetorical analysis essay: Describe how a
piece of writing evokes meaning and symbolism. Argumentative essay: Pick a side of a debate and create an argument based on evidence. In this essay, you should develop a logical argument in support of or against the given statement and provide ample evidence that supports your conclusion. Typically, a five paragraph format is great for this type
of writing. This essay is scored holistically from 1 to 9 points. Do you want more information on the structure of the full exam? Take a look at our in-depth overview of the AP Language and Composition Exam. Tips for Writing the AP Language Argument Essay Although the AP Language Argument may seem daunting at first, once you understand how
the essay should be structured, it will be a lot easier to create cohesive arguments. Below are some tips to help you as you write the essay. 1. Organize your essay before writing Instead of jumping right into your essay, plan out what you will say beforehand. It’s easiest to make a list of your arguments and write out what facts or evidence you will use
to support each argument. In your outline, you can determine the best order for your arguments, especially if they build on each other or are chronological. Having a well-organized essay is crucial for success. 2. Pick one side of the argument, but acknowledge the other side When you write the essay, it’s best if you pick one side of the debate and
stick with it for the entire essay. All your evidence should be in support of that one side. However, in your introductory paragraph, as you introduce the debate, be sure to mention any merit the arguments of the other side has. This can make the essay a bit more nuanced and show that you did consider both sides before determining which one was
better. Often, acknowledging another viewpoint then refuting it can make your essay stronger. 3. Provide evidence to support your claims The AP readers will be looking for examples and evidence to support your argument. This doesn’t mean that you need to memorize a bunch of random facts before the exam. This just means that you should be able
to provide concrete examples in support of your argument. For example, if the essay topic is about whether the role of the media in society has been detrimental or not, and you argue that it has been, you may talk about the phenomenon of “fake news” during the 2016 presidential election. AP readers are not looking for perfect examples, but they are
looking to see if you can provide enough evidence to back your claim and make it easily understood. 4. Create a strong thesis statement The thesis statement will set up your entire essay, so it’s important that it is focused and specific, and that it allows for the reader to understand your body paragraphs. Make sure your thesis statement is the very
last sentence of your introductory paragraph. In this sentence, list out the key points you will be making in the essay in the same order that you will be writing them. Each new point you mention in your thesis should start a paragraph in your essay. AP English Language Argument Essay Examples Below is a prompt and sample student essay from the
May 2019 exam. We’ll look at what the student did well in their writing and where they could improve. Prompt: “The term “overrated” is often used to diminish concepts, places, roles, etc. that the speaker believes do not deserve the prestige they commonly enjoy; for example, many writers have argued that success is overrated, a character in a novel
by Anthony Burgess famously describes Rome as a “vastly overrated city,” and Queen Rania of Jordan herself has asserted that “[bleing queen is overrated.” Select a concept, place, role, etc. to which you believe that the term “overrated” should be applied. Then, write a well-developed essay in which you explain your judgment. Use appropriate
evidence from your reading, experience, or observations to support your argument. Sample Student Essay #1: [1] Competition is “overrated.” The notion of motivation between peers has evolved into a source of unnecessary stress and even lack of morals. Whether it be in an academic environment or in the industry, this new idea of competition is
harmful to those competing and those around them. [2] Back in elementary school, competition was rather friendly. It could have been who could do the most pushups or who could get the most imaginary points in a classroom for a prize. If you couldn’t do the most pushups or win that smelly sticker, you would go home and improve yourself - there
would be no strong feelings towards anyone, you would just focus on making yourself a better version of yourself. Then as high school rolled around, suddenly applying for college doesn’t seem so far away -GPA seems to be that one stat that defines you - extracurriculars seem to shape you - test scores seem to categorize you. Sleepless nights,
studying for the next day’s exam, seem to become more and more frequent. Floating duck syndrome seems to surround you (FDS is where a competitive student pretends to not work hard but is furiously studying beneath the surface just like how a duck furiously kicks to stay afloat). All of your competitors appear to hope you fail - but in the end what
do you and your competitor’s gain? Getting one extra point on the test? Does that self-satisfaction compensate for the tremendous amounts of acquired stress? This new type of “competition” is overrated - it serves nothing except a never-ending source of anxiety and seeks to weaken friendships and solidarity as a whole in the school setting. [3] A
similar idea of “competition” can be applied to business. On the most fundamental level, competition serves to be a beneficial regulator of prices and business models for both the business themselves and consumers. However, as businesses grew increasingly greedy and desperate, companies resorted to immoral tactics that only hurt their reputations
and consumers as a whole. Whether it be McDonald’s coupons that force you to buy more food or tech companies like Apple intentionally slowing down your iPhone after 3 years to force you to upgrade to the newest device, consumers suffer and in turn speak down upon these companies. Similar to the evolved form of competition in school, this
overrated form causes pain for all parties and has since diverged from the encouraging nature that the principle of competition was “founded” on. The AP score for this essay was a 4/6, meaning that it captured the main purpose of the essay but there were still substantial parts missing. In this essay, the writer did a good job organizing the sections
and making sure that their writing was in order according to the thesis statement. The essay first discusses how competition is harmful in elementary school and then discusses this topic in the context of business. This follows the chronological order of somebody’s life and flows nicely. The arguments in this essay are problematic, as they do not
provide enough examples of how exactly competition is overrated. The essay discusses the context in which competition is overrated but does not go far enough in explaining how this connects to the prompt. In the first example, school stress is used to explain how competition manifests. This is a good starting point, but it does not talk about why
competition is overrated; it simply mentions that competition can be unhealthy. The last sentence of that paragraph is the main point of the argument and should be expanded to discuss how the anxiety of school is overrated later on in life. In the second example, the writer discusses how competition can lead to harmful business practices, but again,
this doesn’t reflect the reason this would be overrated. Is competition really overrated because Apple and McDonald’s force you to buy new products? This example could’ve been taken one step farther. Instead of explaining why business structures—such as monopolies—harm competition, the author should discuss how those particular structures are
overrated. Additionally, the examples the writer used lack detail. A stronger essay would’ve provided more in-depth examples. This essay seemed to mention examples only in passing without using them to defend the argument. It should also be noted that the structure of the essay is incomplete. The introduction only has a thesis statement and no



additional context. Also, there is no conclusion paragraph that sums up the essay. These missing components result in a 4/6. Now let’s go through the prompt for a sample essay from the May 2022 exam. The prompt is as follows: Colin Powell, a four-star general and former United States Secretary of State, wrote in his 1995 autobiography: “[W]e do
not have the luxury of collecting information indefinitely. At some point, before we can have every possible fact in hand, we have to decide. The key is not to make quick decisions, but to make timely decisions.” Write an essay that argues your position on the extent to which Powell’s claim about making decisions is valid. In your response you should
do the following: Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible position. Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning. Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning. Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument. Sample Student Essay #2: Colin Powell, who was a four star general
and a former United States Secretary of State. He wrote an autobiography and had made a claim about making decisions. In my personal opinion, Powell’s claim is true to full extent and shows an extremely valuable piece of advice that we do not consider when we make decisions. Powell stated, “before we can have every possible fact in hand we have
to decide.... but to make it a timely decision” (1995). With this statement Powell is telling the audience of his autobiography that it does not necessarily matter how many facts you have, and how many things you know. Being able to have access to everything possible takes a great amount of time and we don’t always have all of the time in the world. A
decision has to be made with what you know, waiting for something else to come in while trying to make a decision whether that other fact is good or bad you already have a good amount of things that you know. Everyone’s time is valuable, including yours. At the end of the day the decision will have to be made and that is why it should be made in a
“timely” manner. This response was graded for a score of 2/6. Let’s break down the score to smaller points that signify where the student fell short. The thesis in this essay is clearly outlined at the end of the first paragraph. The student states their agreement with Powell’s claim and frames the rest of their essay around this stance. The success in
scoring here lies in the clear communication of the thesis and the direction the argument will take. It’s important to make the thesis statement concise, specific, and arguable, which the student has successfully done. While the student did attempt to provide evidence to support their thesis, it’s clear that their explanation lacks specific detail and
substance. They referenced Powell’s statement, but did not delve into how this statement has proven true in specific instances, and did not provide examples that could bring the argument to life. Commentary is an essential part of this section’s score. It means explaining the significance of the evidence and connecting it back to the thesis.
Unfortunately, the student’s commentary here is too vague and does not effectively elaborate on how the evidence supports their argument. To improve, the student could use more concrete examples to demonstrate their point and discuss how each piece of evidence supports their thesis. For instance, they could discuss specific moments in Powell’s
career where making a timely decision was more valuable than waiting for all possible facts. This would help illustrate the argument in a more engaging, understandable way. A high score in the “sophistication” category of the grading rubric is given for demonstrating a complex understanding of the rhetorical situation (purpose, audience, context,
etc.), making effective rhetorical choices, or establishing a line of reasoning. Here, the student’s response lacks complexity and sophistication. They’ve simply agreed with Powell’s claim and made a few general statements without providing a deeper analysis or effectively considering the rhetorical situation. To increase sophistication, the student
could explore possible counterarguments or complexities within Powell’s claim. They could discuss potential drawbacks of making decisions without all possible facts, or examine situations where timely decisions might not yield the best results. By acknowledging and refuting these potential counterarguments, they could add more depth to their
analysis and showcase their understanding of the complexities involved in decision-making. The student could also analyze why Powell, given his background and experiences, might have come to such a conclusion, thus providing more context and showing an understanding of the rhetorical situation. Remember, sophistication in argumentation isn’t
about using fancy words or complicated sentences. It’s about showing that you understand the complexity of the issue at hand and that you're able to make thoughtful, nuanced arguments. Sophistication shows that you can think critically about the topic and make connections that aren’t immediately obvious. How Will AP Scores Impact My College
Chances? Now that you’'ve looked at an example essay and some tips for the argumentative essay, you know how to better prepare for the AP English Language and Composition Exam. While your AP scores don’t usually impact your admissions chances, colleges do care a lot about your course rigor. So, taking as many APs as you can will certainly
boost your chances! AP scores can be a way for high-performing students to set themselves apart, particularly when applying to prestigious universities. Through the process of self-reporting scores, you can show your hard work and intelligence to admissions counselors. That said, the main benefit of scoring high on AP exams comes once you land at
your dream school, as high scores can allow you to “test out” of entry-level requirements, often called GE requirements or distribution requirements. This will save you time and money. To understand how your course rigor stacks up, check out CollegeVine’s free chancing engine. This resource takes your course rigor, test scores, extracurriculars, and
more, to determine your chances of getting into over 1600 colleges across the country! Updated on Jul 16, 2024In the realm of AP Language and Composition, the argument essay is a critical component that can significantly impact your score. It's not just about presenting an argument; it's about crafting a compelling, well-structured piece that
showcases your ability to reason and persuade. Let's dive into how you can write an effective AP Lang argument essay, with an example to guide you along the way.An AP Lang argument essay requires you to take a clear stance on a given issue and support your position with evidence and reasoning. The goal is to persuade the reader of your
viewpoint using a combination of logical, ethical, and emotional appeals. This essay is a test of your ability to argue effectively, organize your thoughts coherently, and use language powerfully.To write a successful AP Lang argument essay, follow this structure:Start with a hook to grab the reader's attention. Introduce the topic and provide some
background information. Clearly state your thesis - your main argument or stance on the issue.Each paragraph should start with a topic sentence that introduces the main idea of the paragraph.Provide evidence to support your argument. This could be facts, statistics, quotes, or examples. Analyze the evidence and explain how it supports your
thesis.Address potential counterarguments and refute them with evidence and reasoning. This shows that you have considered other viewpoints and strengthens your position.Summarize your main points and restate your thesis in a new way. End with a strong closing statement that reinforces your argument.Imagine walking into a school where
every student is dressed in the same uniform. Some argue that this promotes equality and reduces distractions, while others believe it stifles individuality and self-expression. In today's diverse educational environment, schools should not require students to wear uniforms. Uniforms limit personal expression, do not address the root causes of bullying,
and can be financially burdensome for families.Uniforms Limit Personal ExpressionOne of the main arguments against school uniforms is that they limit students' ability to express themselves. Clothing is a powerful form of self-expression, allowing individuals to showcase their personalities, beliefs, and cultural identities. By enforcing a uniform
policy, schools strip students of this important aspect of their identity. Research by the National Association of Secondary School Principals found that students who can express themselves through clothing feel more confident and engaged in their school environment.Uniforms Do Not Address BullyingProponents of school uniforms often argue that
they reduce bullying by eliminating fashion-based teasing. However, bullying is a complex issue that extends beyond clothing. According to a study by the American Psychological Association, bullying is more often rooted in deeper social dynamics, such as power imbalances and peer relationships. Simply changing what students wear will not address
these underlying issues. Instead, schools should focus on creating inclusive environments and implementing anti-bullying programs that address the root causes of bullying.Financial Burden on FamiliesAnother significant concern is the financial burden that uniforms can place on families. Purchasing uniforms can be expensive, especially for families
with multiple children or those facing economic hardships. The cost of uniforms adds up quickly, and not all families can afford this additional expense. A survey by the National Retail Federation found that the average family spends hundreds of dollars per child on school uniforms each year. Schools should consider the financial implications of
uniform policies and seek alternative solutions that do not impose additional costs on families.Some argue that uniforms promote equality by reducing visible socioeconomic differences among students. While this is a valid point, it is important to recognize that true equality goes beyond appearances. Schools should focus on fostering an inclusive
culture where all students feel valued and supported, regardless of their clothing. Uniforms alone cannot achieve this goal.Another argument in favor of uniforms is that they reduce distractions and help students focus on their studies. However, there is little evidence to support this claim. A study by the University of Nevada found no significant
difference in academic performance between students who wear uniforms and those who do not. Instead of focusing on uniforms, schools should prioritize creating engaging and supportive learning environments.In conclusion, while school uniforms may have some potential benefits, they ultimately limit personal expression, fail to address the root
causes of bullying, and can be financially burdensome for families. Schools should prioritize creating inclusive environments and implementing programs that address the underlying issues students face. By doing so, they can foster a more supportive and equitable educational experience for all students.Writing an AP Lang argument essay requires a
clear stance, well-structured arguments, and strong evidence. By following the outlined structure and considering the example provided, you'll be well on your way to crafting a compelling and persuasive essay. Remember, practice makes perfect, so keep honing your skills and good luck on your AP Language and Composition exam!An AP Lang
synthesis essay is a type of essay that requires students to combine multiple sources into a coherent argument. The key to a successful synthesis essay is not just summarizing the sources but also organizing them to support a central thesis. It can be a bit daunting, but with the right approach, it’s entirely manageable. Let's dive into the essentials
with some practical tips and a stellar example.Writing an argumentative essay can be a daunting task, especially if you're not sure where to start. But with a well-structured outline, you can organize your thoughts and create a coherent and persuasive argument. In this guide, we'll walk you through a step-by-step example of an argumentative essay
outline, complete with tips and tricks to make your essay shine.We will walk you through the essential steps to write an expository essay, give you tips on what to do and what to avoid, and provide you with some examples so you get a better idea. By the end of this guide, you will have a clear understanding of how to write an expository essay that will
land you a good grade and prepare you for your future in school, college, or in your job.



