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do, do, doest, dost, does, doeth, doth, do, did, did, didst, did, did, done, doing.to perform (an act, duty, role, etc.).Do nothing until you hear the bell.to execute (a piece or amount of work).to accomplish; finish; complete.He has already done his homework.to put forth; exert.to be the cause of (good, harm, credit, etc.); bring about; effect.to render, give,
or pay (homage, justice, etc.).to deal with, fix, clean, arrange, move, etc., (anything) as the case may require.to travel; traverse.to serve; suffice for.This will do us for the present.to condone or approve, as by custom or practice.That sort of thing simply isn't done.to travel at the rate of (a specified speed).He was doing 80 when they arrested him.to
make or prepare.to serve (a term of time) in prison, or, sometimes, in office.to create, form, or bring into being.She does wonderful oil portraits.to translate into or change the form or language of. MGM did the book into a movie.to study or work at or in the field of.I have to do my math tonight.to explore or travel through as a sightseer.They did
Greece in three weeks.(used with a pronoun, as it or that, or with a general noun, as thing, that refers to a previously mentioned action).You were supposed to write thank-you letters; do it before tomorrow, please.Informal.to wear out; exhaust; tire.That last set of tennis did me.Informal.to cheat, trick, or take advantage of.That crooked dealer did him
for $500 at poker.Informal.to attend or participate in.Let's do lunch next week.Slang.to use (a drug or drugs), especially habitually.The police report said he was doing cocaine.Slang.to rob; steal from.The law got him for doing a lot of banks.Slang: Vulgar.to have sex with.Informal.(usually in the negative) to act in accordance with expectations
associated with (something specified).Just ignore her insultsshe doesnt do polite. do, do, doest, dost, does, doeth, doth, do, did, did, didst, did, did, done, doing.to act or conduct oneself; be in action; behave.to proceed.to get along; fare; manage.to do without an automobile.to be in health, as specified.Mother and child are doing fine.to serve or be
satisfactory, as for the purpose; be enough; suffice.to finish or be finished.to happen; take place; transpire.What's doing at the office?(used as a substitute to avoid repetition of a verb or full verb expression).(used in interrogative, negative, and inverted constructions).Do you like music? I don't care. Seldom do we witness such catastrophes.Archaic.
(used in imperatives with you or thou expressed; and occasionally as a metric filler in verse).Do thou hasten to the king's side. The wind did blow, the rain did fall.(used to lend emphasis to a principal verb).Informal.a burst of frenzied activity; action; commotion.Informal.a hairdo or hair styling.British Slang.a swindle; hoax.Informal.a festive social
gathering; party.to forgo; dispense with.to dispense with the thing mentioned.The store doesn't have any, so you'll have to do without.Informalto kill, especially to murder.to injure gravely or exhaust; wear out; ruin.The tropical climate did them in.to cheat or swindle.He was done in by an unscrupulous broker.Informalto wrap and tie up.to pin up or
arrange (the hair).to renovate; launder; clean.to wear out; tire.to fasten.to dress.The children were all done up in funny costumes.to cause the defeat, ruin, or death of.Britishto cook and keep house for; manage or provide for.to redecorate.to gain advantage or benefit from; make use of.I could do with more leisure time.to deal with; treat.He had
always done well by his family.direct object. Also d.o.Doctor of Optometry.Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine.to perform or complete (a deed or action)to do a portraitthe work is doneto serve the needs of; be suitable for (a person, situation, etc); sufficethere isn't much food, but it'll do for the two of us(tr) to arrange or fixyou should do the garden
now(tr) to prepare or provide; servethis restaurant doesn't do lunch on Sundays(tr) to make tidy, elegant, ready, etc, as by arranging or adorning(tr) to improve (esp in the phrase do something to or for )(tr) to find an answer to (a problem or puzzle)(tr) to translate or adapt the form or language ofthe book was done into a play(intr) to conduct
oneself(intr) to fare or managehow are you doing these days?(tr) to cause or producecomplaints do nothing to help(tr) to give or renderyour portrait doesn't do you justicedo me a favour(tr) to work at, esp as a course of study or a professionhe is doing chemistrywhat do you do for a living?(tr) to perform (a play, etc); actthey are doing **Hamlet" next
week(tr) to travel at a specified speed, esp as a maximum(tr) to travel or traverse (a distance)we did 15 miles on our walk(takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary before the subject of an interrogative sentence as a way of forming a questiondo you agree?when did John go out?(takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary to intensify
positive statements and commandsI do like your new housedo hurry!(takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary before a negative adverb to form negative statements or commandshe does not like cheesedo not leave me here alone!(takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary in inverted constructionslittle did he realize thatonly rarely
does he come in before ten o'clockused as an auxiliary to replace an earlier verb or verb phrase to avoid repetitionhe likes you as much as I doinformal(tr) to visit or explore as a sightseer or tourist(tr) to wear out; exhaust(intr) to happen (esp in the phrase nothing doing )slang(tr) to serve (a period of time) as a prison sentencehe's doing three years
for burglaryhe's doing timeinformal(tr) to cheat or swindleslang(tr) to robthey did three shops last nightslang(tr)to arrestto convict of a crimeinformal(tr) to lose or spend (money) completelyslang(tr) to treat violently; assaultslang(tr) to take or use (a drug)taboo(tr) (of a male) to have sexual intercourse with(tr) to partake in (a meal)informalto act like;
imitatehe's a good mimic he can do all his friends wellto make a final or supreme efforta conventional formula when being introducedto manage with whatever is availableCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007,
2009, 2012slangan act or instance of cheating or swindlinginformala formal or festive gathering; partyinformalthose things that should or should not be done; rulesCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009,
2012Doctor of OptometryDoctor of OsteopathyCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012Collins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979,
1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012a variant spelling of doh 1Collins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012Collins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged
2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012Collins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 20120rigin of do1First
recorded before 900; Middle English, Old English dn; cognate with Dutch doen, German tun; akin to Latin -dere to put, facere to make, do, Greek tithnai to set, put, Sanskrit dadhti (he) putsOrigin of do2First recorded in 174555; from Italian, inverted variant of ut; gamutOrigin of do10ld English dn; related to Old Frisian dun, Old High German tuon,
Latin abdere to put away, Greek tithenai to place; see deed , doomlIdiomsdo time, to serve a term in prison.It's hard to get a decent job once you've done time.dos and don'ts, customs, rules, or regulations.The dos and don'ts of polite manners are easy to learn.do one's (own) thing. thing.do a number on (someone). number.have to do with. have.do
one's number. number.do away with, to put an end to; abolish. to kill.do or die, to make a supreme effort.make do, to get along with what is at hand, despite its inadequacy.I can't afford a new coat so I have to make do with this one.do one proud. proud.do to death. death.do out of, to swindle; cheat.A furniture store did me out of several hundred
dollars.Do, accomplish, achieve mean to bring some action to a conclusion. Do is the general word: He did a great deal of hard work. Accomplish and achieve both connote successful completion of an undertaking. Accomplish emphasizes attaining a desired goal through effort, skill, and perseverance: to accomplish what one has hoped for. Achieve
emphasizes accomplishing something important, excellent, or great: to achieve a major breakthrough.Examples have not been reviewed.Freemans heroics do nothing to heal the Dodgers where they are hurting most though, and thats pitching.Which is not to say that McVay, Snead and the Rams do not have concerns.Victims have uniformly done
better when represented by counsel.The order also directed officials to ensure that monuments do not contain content that disparages Americans."If meeting the deadline is looking possible, people are prepared to sit through long hours - the longest I did was 24 hours," he recalls.Definitions and idiom definitions from Dictionary.com Unabridged,
based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, Random House, Inc. 2023Idioms from The American Heritage Idioms Dictionary copyright 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company.DNSDOABrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day! 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC transitive verb 1 : to bring to pass : carry out it is my earnest desire to know the will of Providence and if I can learn what it is I will do
itAbraham Lincoln 2 : put used chiefly in do to deathhad been hounded down and done to death as hereticsStringfellow Barr 3 4 a : bring about, effect b : to give freely : pay 5 : to bring to an end : finish used in the past participle 6 : to put forth : exert did her best to win the race 7 a : to wear out especially by physical exertion : exhaust At the end of
the race they were pretty well done. b : to attack physically : beat also : kill 8 : to bring into existence : produce do a biography on the general has done some beautiful landscapes 9 used as a substitute verb especially to avoid repetitionlf you must make such a racket, do it somewhere else. 10 a : to play the role or character of He did Hamlet on
Broadway. b : mimic also : to behave like do a Houdini and disappear c : to perform in or serve as producer of 11 : to treat unfairly especially : cheat did him out of his inheritance 12 b : to prepare for use or consumption especially : cook c : set, arrange d : to apply cosmetics to wanted to do her face before the party e : decorate, furnish did the living
room in Early American 13 : to be engaged in the study or practice of especially : to work at as a vocation 14 a : to pass over : traverse b : to travel at a speed of 15 : tour doing 12 countries in 30 days 16 a : to spend (time) in prison has been doing time in a federal penitentiary b : to serve out (a period of imprisonment) did ten years for armed robbery
17 : to serve the needs of : suit, suffice worms will do us for bait 18 : to approve especially by custom, opinion, or propriety You oughtn't to say a thing like that it's not done.Dorothy Sayers 19 : to treat with respect to physical comforts 20 : use sense 4 21 : to have sexual intercourse with 22 : to partake of intransitive verb 1 : act, behave 2 a : get
along, fare b : to carry on business or affairs : manage We can do without your help. 3 : to take place : happen what's doing across the street 4 : to come to or make an end : finish used in the past participlehe had done with speech for that evening and gave us no replyArnold Bennett 5 : to be active or busy let us then be up and doingH. W. Longfellow
6 : to be adequate or sufficient : serve 7 : to be fitting : conform to custom or propriety 8 used as a substitute verb to avoid repetitionwanted to run and play as children do used especially in British English following a modal auxiliary or perfective havea great many people had died, or would doBruce Chatwin 9 used in the imperative after an
imperative to add emphasis auxiliary verb 1 a used with the infinitive without to to form present and past tenses in legal and parliamentary language and in poetrygive what she did craveShakespeare b used with the infinitive without to to form present and past tenses in declarative sentences with inverted word orderfervently do we prayAbraham
Lincoln, in interrogative sentences , and in negative sentences 2 used with the infinitive without to to form present and past tenses expressing emphasis English grammar can be tricky, especially when it comes to choosing between do and does. These two little words play a big role in how we ask questions and make statements, yet they often lead to
confusion among English learners. If youve ever stopped mid-sentence, unsure of which one fits your query or statement, youre not alone.The good news is that theres a straightforward way to understand how and when to use these verbs correctly. Its not about memorizing complex rules but grasping a simple concept that will clear up the confusion
once and for all. So, if youre looking to polish your English skills and say goodbye to those awkward pauses, youre on the right track.But waittheres a twist in the tale that even native speakers sometimes miss. Stay tuned as we unravel this key piece of the puzzleUnderstanding when to use do and does is key for speaking and writing English correctly.
Use do with the pronouns I, you, we, and they. For example, I do like pizza or They do not want to go. On the other hand, use does with the third person singular pronouns: he, she, and it. So, you would say She does play the piano or It does not matter. Remember, in questions, these words shift to the start: Do you want tea? or Does he know her?
Getting this right will make your English sound more natural.The Role of Do and Does in English GrammarIn English grammar, understanding the role of Do and Does as auxiliary verbs can greatly improve ones writing and communication skills. By examining the basic principles of sentence structure, familiarizing oneself with the distinction between
these auxiliaries, and recognizing their impact on clarity and meaning, a strong foundation can be built to achieve grammatical accuracy.Understanding Basic Sentence StructureTo construct sentences using Do and Does, a solid comprehension of the basic English sentence structure is essential. The primary role of these auxiliary verbs is to assist in
forming questions and negative sentences. As a rule, Do is used with plural pronouns (e.g., I, you, we, and they) as well as first person singular pronoun I, while Does is used exclusively with third person singular subjects (e.g., he, she, it, and singular nouns).Do you like apples?She does not have a dog.Distinguishing Between Do and Does as
AuxiliariesAs auxiliaries, Do and Does determine the tense and agreement with the subject in a sentence. In particular, Do pairs with plural pronouns and I while Does is used with third person singular pronouns. These helping verbs allow for the indication of actions or states of being without the repetition of the main verb. Example: Do: We do need
help.Does: He does understand the situation.The Impact of Verb Forms on Clarity and MeaningUsing Do and Does appropriately is crucial for maintaining clarity and preserving the intended meaning of sentences, especially when specifying present tense actions. Incorrect usage can result in ambiguity or misunderstandings regarding the timing of an
action or statement.Related: How to Fix Incomplete ComparisonsCorrectIncorrectThey do like to travel.They does like to travel.She does play the piano.She do play the piano.By mastering the use of English auxiliary verbs like Do and Does, you can enhance your sentence construction skills and improve the overall quality of your written and spoken
communication.When to Use DoUnderstanding when to use the verb Do is essential for creating clear and grammatically correct sentences. This versatile verb plays a crucial role in various sentence structures and functions, including expressing affirmative actions, forming imperative commands, and answering questions without repetition. In this
section, well explore the situations where using Do is recommended and provide guidance on how to apply Do effectively in your everyday communication. Using Do with pronouns like I, you, we, and they, as well as names and plural nouns, is common in English grammar. This usage is especially prevalent when discussing repeated or habitual
actions, such as:I do exercise every day.You do clean your room every week.We do study hard for our exams.Beyond conveying affirmative actions, Do also has a role in imperative sentences. In these instances, Do is used to help form commands, requests, or suggestions:Do try some of this delicious cake.Please do be quiet during the movie.Do join us
for dinner tomorrow night.However, its important to note that Do should not be used with modal verbs (such as can, will, should) or the verb To Be (am, is, are). Do is a handy and versatile verb, but it has its limitsavoid using it with modal verbs and the verb To Be.When forming sentences, Do can also be utilized for emphasizing actions and making a
statement more assertive. For example: I do like this song.They do work hard to support their families.Lastly, when answering questions affirmatively without repeating the main verb, you can use Do: Q: Do you enjoy reading books? A: Yes, I do.In summary, recognizing the various situations for Do and following this verb Do usage guide will help you
convey your thoughts and ideas effectively in everyday communication. Keep practicing the proper use of Do, and youll see improvements in your English grammar skills. Proper Usage of Does in SentencesUnderstanding the correct application of does in sentences is crucial for accurate communication when using third person singular subjects. This
section will provide a comprehensive guide on using does in different sentence structures, common errors to avoid, and special grammar cases.Does with Third Person Singular SubjectsDoes is exclusively used with third person singular subjects like he, she, it, as well as singular nouns. It operates as the singular form of do for present tense actions.
When constructing questions and asserting statements involving these pronouns, does plays a vital role in ensuring proper agreement and correct grammar usage. The employee does her job well.Does it rain often in Seattle?Negative Constructions with DoesIn negative sentences, does is paired with not to express negation for third person singular
subjects. Here are some examples: He does not like ice cream.She does not work on Sundays.For a more conversational tone, does not is often contracted to doesnt:It doesnt matter to me.She doesnt know the answer.Special Cases and Common MistakesUsing does in correct subject-verb agreement scenarios is essential for accurate communication.
A common error involves using does with incorrect pronouns, leading to grammar inconsistency and potential confusion. Furthermore, some may misunderstand the use of does in negative statements and questions. To avoid these mistakes, always ensure that does is used with third person singular subjects and follows proper grammar rules.Related:
Are vs Were: Mastering American English Grammar with EaselncorrectCorrectDoes they play soccer?Do they play soccer?Tom doesnt knows the answer.Tom doesnt know the answer.She dont like pizza.She doesnt like pizza.By being mindful of these special cases and common mistakes, youll be well on your way to mastering the proper usage of the
auxiliary verb does in sentences. Making Questions with Do and DoesAs you begin to construct English questions in the present tense, understanding the roles of Do and Does as auxiliary verbs is vital. While both play an essential part in the English grammar question structure, the usage of each varies depending on the subject pronoun involved.Do is
typically used in questions that involve the first and second person pronouns (I, you, and we) as well as the third person plural pronoun (they). In contrast, Does is reserved for use with third person singular pronouns (he, she, and it), as well as singular nouns. In this section, well explore various examples of how to make questions with Do and Does
while adhering to proper grammar rules.Using Do in Questions: To form questions with Do, place it before the subject pronoun or noun, followed by the infinitive form of the main verb (without to). For example:Do we need to buy groceries?Do they live in New York?Do you want to play soccer?Utilizing Does in Questions: Similar to Do, place Does
before the subject pronoun or singular noun, followed by the base form of the verb. For example:Does she know the answer?Does it rain here often?Does John work at this office?Its crucial to remember that when using Do and Does in questions, the base form of the main verb remains unchanged. Additionally, modal verbs (can, could, may, might,
etc.) and the verb To Be replace Do and Does in forming questions, causing these auxiliaries to be omitted. For example:Is she your teacher? (not Does she be your teacher?)Can you swim? (not Do you can swim?)Mastering the art of forming questions with Do and Does is an essential skill for English language learners. As you practice and become
more familiar with these auxiliary verbs, your ability to communicate and ask questions effectively in English will undoubtedly improve. Do and Does in Negative SentencesNegative sentence crafting in English often involves the use of Do and Does to express denial or refusal. In this section, we will explore the construction of negative sentences using
these auxiliary verbs, along with English negation rules, negative contractions and short forms in negation like Dont and Doesnt.Related: Understanding the Comma Use with "Not onlybut also"Forming Negatives with ContractionsNegative contractions occur when combining do or does with not to create a shortened form. In doing so, dont (do not)
and doesnt (does not) are formed. These contractions facilitate more casual and expedient communication while adhering to correct grammar and subject-verb agreement rules.Do + not = DontDoes + not = DoesntHe doesnt like to dance.They dont want to go to the party.Emphasizing Statements with Do and DoesDo and Does can also emphasize the
validity and assertion of statements. This is particularly useful in responses to doubts or when one needs to affirm an expression emphatically. Utilizing these auxiliaries can strengthen expressions and convey certainty.I do want to go!She does know the answer.Common Pitfalls to Avoid in NegationMisusing Do and Does in negative sentences can
result in errors. To maintain accuracy when communicating refusal or denial, be mindful of the following: Using do and does with incorrect pronounsNot altering verb form correctly in negations, such as using to with does not (incorrect: She does not likes)Overlooking contraction rules with these auxiliariesBy developing a strong understanding of
negation with Do and Does, you will be well-equipped to craft accurate negative sentences and improve overall English communication skills.Practical Exercises and Tips for Mastering Do and DoesAchieving mastery in the usage of do and does in English grammar involves consistent practice and a keen focus on different contexts in which these
auxiliary verbs can be applied. Engage in exercises for do and does that encourage active learning and help fine-tune your skills. Some exercises you can attempt include filling in missing words, converting affirmative statements into questions or negatives, and constructing sentences that emphasize your intent.For better grammar practice activities,
explore worksheets, quizzes, and interactive games that provide ample opportunities to practice using do and does. These resources often challenge your understanding of key concepts while enhancing your language proficiency. Remember, practice makes perfect!Apart from theoretical knowledge, incorporating do and does into regular conversation
goes a long way in securing mastery of these verbs. Pay attention to the nuances of how native speakers employ do and does in various situations and follow their lead. Follow these tips for mastering do and does, and you will soon become more confident and accurate in your English grammar skills. I work hard. Do you work hard?/ I do not work
hard."'Work' is the simple present tense, so 'do' is needed to make a question or negation.Page 2Single or Repeated Actions Completed in the PastThe past simple tense is used to describe an action that took place once in the past and is now finished. This tense refers to actions that started and ended in the past. In other words, it describes a
completed action in the past. Here are some examples:Examplel went to the cinema yesterday.The past simple tense is usually used with adverbs of time like 'yesterday,' 'last week/month/year,' 'the other day,' 'when I was young' or *a long time ago,' etc. They all refer to a point of time in the past. Look at these examples:Examplel met my wife a long
time ago.Napoleon attacked Russia in 1812.The past simple tense can also be used to talk about something that happened repeatedly in the past, often indicating that an action was done regularly and habitually. For example:Examplel often brought my lunch to school. They always enjoyed visiting their friends.Page 3In the present simple tense, the
auxiliary verb 'do' is used to form negative sentences. For first and second-person singular and plural, as well as the third-person plural subjects, we use 'don't'. For third-person singular pronouns, we use 'doesn't'.To negate a sentence with I/you/we/they as the subject, do not (don't) is added before the base form of the the main verb.ExampleJessica
and Harry don't want to get married until they can afford a house.If the sentence has he/she/it as the subject, does not (doesn't) is added before the base form of the main verb, without '-s.'ExampleMy sister doesn't wake up early.However, if the main verb of the sentence is 'to be,' there is no need for adding the auxiliary 'do.' Simply add 'not' after the
'to be' verb to negate the sentence.ExamplePage 4Shareln this article, you'll dive into the imperative mood, like 'Finish your homework'. Detailed explanations and a quiz are included to test your knowledge.HomeGrammarmoodsimperative moodPage 5While many stative verbs cannot be used in the passive voice because they do not represent an
action, some stative verbs referring to mental processes, perception, and opinion, can be used in the passive voice; for example: think, understand, believe, love, hate, consider, know, expect, assume, etc. The difference between the active and passive is that the passive does not present the idea as a personal opinion or belief. Look at the
examples:Examplel love this book. This book is loved.We expect her to arrive soon She is expected to arrive soon.Page 6Despite all their efforts, the team failed to score.Here too, "failed" is the finite verb and "to score" is non-finite because it does not show tense.Page 7Shareln this lesson we learn about phrases, which are essential groups of words
that function together to add meaning to a sentence without containing a subject and a verb. Clear explanations and practice exercises to help you learn.HomeGrammarphrases and clausesnoun phrasesPage 8Shareln this lesson, master verb complements, which are essential parts of a sentence that complete the meaning of a verb. Clear explanations
and practice exercises to help you learn.HomeGrammargrammatical functionsverb complementsdirect objectsindirect objectsobject pronounsobjectsobjects of prepositionsPage 9In the simplest terms, adjectives are words that describe or modify nouns. They provide essential details that help us understand the size, color, shape, quantity, or other
qualities of a noun. For instance, in the sentence "She wore a beautiful red dress," both beautiful and red are adjectives, describing the noun dress. WordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English 2025do1/du; unstressed d, d/USA pronunciation v.andauxiliary v., pres. sing. 1stand2nd pers.do,3rddoes/dz/USA pronunciation
pres. pl.do;past sing.andpl.did/dd/USA pronunciation;past part.done/dn/USA pronunciation;pres. part.doing;n., pl.dos, do's.v. to perform (an act, duty, role, etc.):[~+object]He does a great comedy act. to execute (a piece of work): [~+object]to do a hauling job.[~+object+object]You did me a big favor just then. to accomplish; finish:[~+object]He has
already done it. to put forth; exert:[~+object]Do your best. to be the cause of (good, credit, etc.); bring about; effect: [~+object]Drugs can do harm to you.[~+object+object]Drugs can do you a lot of harm. to deal with, fix, clean, arrange, etc., (anything) as the case may require:[~+object]I did the windows and the laundry. to serve; be enough (for);
suffice for:[~+object][not: be+~-ing]This will do us for the present.[no object]I'm sure this money will do just fine. Will this do? to allow or approve, as by custom or practice:[not: be+~-ing;~+object]We don't do that sort of thing in this college. to travel (a distance of); cover by traveling:[~+object]We did 30 miles today. to travel at the rate of (a
certain speed):[~+object]But officer, I was only doing 65 miles an hour. to make or prepare:[~+object]I'll do the salad. to serve (a term) in prison:[~+object]He did five years in prison. to study or work at or in the field of:[~+object]I have to do my math tonight. to travel through as a sightseer:[~+object]They did Greece in 3 weeks. Slang Terms to
use (drugs), esp. habitually:[~+object]He had been doing a lot of cocaine. to act or conduct oneself; behave:[no object]Do as I say, not as I do. to get along; fare; manage:[no object]How are you doing at work? to be in a specified state of health:[no object]Mother and child are doing fine. auxiliary v.[ ~+root form of a verb] (used in questions before the
subject): Do you like music? When did he leave? (used in negative sentences before the word not, unless the main verb is be):I do not like you. I don't care. I didn't see you last night. (used in certain inverted constructions before the subject):Seldom does one see such greed. (used to emphasize the main verb): Do come up and see me some time. But I
did tell you about the test! (used to stand for, or repeat, another verb already mentioned):I think as you do (= I think as you think). I enjoy jogging and John does, too (=and John enjoys jogging, too). John enjoys jogging, doesn't he? do away with, [~+away+with+object] to put an end to; abolish:We did away with that old custom years ago. to kill:He
did away with most of his rivals. do for, [~+for+object] [usually: be+done+for] to cause the defeat, ruin, or death of:I'll really be done for if I don't finish this work. British Terms[Chiefly Brit.]Jto keep house for; manage or provide for. do in, [~+object+in] to kill; murder:They did him in with a knife. to tire out or exhaust:All that hard work really did me
in. do out of, [~+o0bject+out+of+object][Informal.]Jto swindle; cheat:They did him out of his life savings. do over: to redecorate: [~+object+over]They did the room over.[~+over+object]You've done over the entire living room; it looks great. to do again: [~+object+over]Do the work over; it's a mess.[~+over+object]You'll have to do over the work; it's
a mess. do up: [~+up+object] to wrap and tie up:They did up the package and mailed it for me. to pin up or arrange (the hair): [~+up+object]She did up her hair in a bun.[~+object+up]She did her hair up in a bun. [~+up+object] to renovate or clean:They did up the old apartment and rented it out. [~+up+object] to fasten:Do up your coat.
[~+up+object] to dress:The children were all done up in costumes. do with, [can/could+~+with+object] to benefit from; use:I could surely do with a cup of coffee right about now. do without: to forgo; dispense with: [~+without+object]We'll just have to do without a car until they fix it.[no object]We'll just have to do without for a while. n.
[countable]Informal Termsa burst of frenzied activity; action; commotion. Informal Termsa hairdo. British Termsa festive social gathering; party. Idioms Idioms dos and don'ts, [plural] customs, rules, or regulations. doable, adj.:He assured me my project was doable. do2/do/USA pronunciation n.[countable], pl.dos. Music and Dancethe musical syllable
used for the first note of a scale. WordReference Random House Unabridged Dictionary of American English 2025do1 (doo; unstressed d, d),USA pronunciationv.andauxiliary v., pres. sing. 1st pers.do,2nddo or (Archaic) doestordost,3rddoes or (Archaic) doethordoth,pres. pl.do;past sing. 1st pers.did,2nddid or (Archaic) didst,3rddid,past pl.did;past
part.done;pres. part.doing;n., pl.dos, do's.v.t.to perform (an act, duty, role, etc.):Do nothing until you hear the bell. to execute (a piece or amount of work):to do a hauling job. to accomplish; finish; complete:He has already done his homework. to put forth; exert:Do your best. to be the cause of (good, harm, credit, etc.); bring about; effect. to render,
give, or pay (homage, justice, etc.). to deal with, fix, clean, arrange, move, etc., (anything) as the case may require:to do the dishes. to travel; traverse:We did 30 miles today. to serve; suffice for:This will do us for the present. to condone or approve, as by custom or practice:That sort of thing simply isn't done. to travel at the rate of (a specified
speed):He was doing 80 when they arrested him. to make or prepare:I'll do the salad. to serve (a term of time) in prison, or, sometimes, in office. to create, form, or bring into being:She does wonderful oil portraits. to translate into or change the form or language of:MGM did the book into a movie. to study or work at or in the field of:I have to do my
math tonight. to explore or travel through as a sightseer:They did Greece in three weeks. (used with a pronoun, as it or that, or with a general noun, as thing, that refers to a previously mentioned action):You were supposed to write thank-you letters; do it before tomorrow, please. Informal Termsto wear out; exhaust; tire:That last set of tennis did me.
Informal Termsto cheat, trick, or take advantage of:That crooked dealer did him for $500 at poker. Informal Termsto attend or participate in:Let's do lunch next week. Slang Termsto use (a drug or drugs), esp. habitually:The police report said he was doing cocaine. v.i.to act or conduct oneself; be in action; behave. Slang Termsto rob; steal from:The
law got him for doing a lot of banks. to proceed:to do wisely. to get along; fare; manage:to do without an automobile. to be in health, as specified:Mother and child are doing fine. to serve or be satisfactory, as for the purpose; be enough; suffice:Will this do? to finish or be finished. to happen; take place; transpire:What's doing at the office? (used as a
substitute to avoid repetition of a verb or full verb expression):I think as you do. auxiliary verb.(used in interrogative, negative, and inverted constructions):Do you like music? I don't care. Seldom do we witness such catastrophes. [Archaic.](used in imperatives with you or thou expressed; and occasionally as a metric filler in verse):Do thou hasten to
the king's side. The wind did blow, the rain did fall. (used to lend emphasis to a principal verb):Do visit us! Idioms do a number on (someone).Seenumber(def. 27). Idioms do away with: to put an end to; abolish. to kill. do by, to deal with; treat:He had always done well by his family. do for: to cause the defeat, ruin, or death of. British Terms[Chiefly
Brit.]to cook and keep house for; manage or provide for. do in, [Informal.] to kill, esp. to murder. to injure gravely or exhaust; wear out; ruin:The tropical climate did them in. to cheat or swindle:He was done in by an unscrupulous broker. Idioms do one proud.Seeproud(def. 11). Idioms do one's number.Seenumber(def. 28). do one's(own)
thing.Seethingl (def. 17). Idioms do or die, to make a supreme effort. do out of, [Informal.]to swindle; cheat:A furniture store did me out of several hundred dollars. do over, to redecorate. do time, [Informal.]Jto serve a term in prison:It's hard to get a decent job once you've done time. Idioms do to death.Seedeath(def. 15). do up, [Informal.] to wrap
and tie up. to pin up or arrange (the hair). to renovate; launder; clean. to wear out; tire. to fasten:Do up your coat. to dress:The children were all done up in funny costumes. do with, to gain advantage or benefit from; make use of:I could do with more leisure time. do without: to forgo; dispense with. to dispense with the thing mentioned:The store
doesn't have any, so you'll have to do without. Idioms have to do with.Seehave(def. 36). Idioms make do, to get along with what is at hand, despite its inadequacy:I can't afford a new coat so I have to make do with this one. n.Informal Termsa burst of frenzied activity; action; commotion. Informal Termsa hairdo or hair styling. British Termsa swindle;
hoax. British Terms[Chiefly Brit.]a festive social gathering; party. Idioms dos and don'ts, customs, rules, or regulations:The dos and don'ts of polite manners are easy to learn. bef. 900; Middle English, Old English dn; cognate with Dutch doen, German tun; akin to Latin -dere to put, facere to make, do, Greek tithnai to set, put, Sanskrit dadhti (he) puts
1. 25. act. 3. Do, accomplish, achieve mean to bring some action to a conclusion. Do is the general word:He did a great deal of hard work.Accomplish and achieve both connote successful completion of an undertaking. Accomplish emphasizes attaining a desired goal through effort, skill, and perseverance:to accomplish what one has hoped for.Achieve
emphasizes accomplishing something important, excellent, or great:to achieve a major breakthrough. do2 (d),USA pronunciationn., pl.dos.[Music.] Music and Dancethe syllable used for the first tone or keynote of a diatonic scale. Music and Dance(in the fixed system of solmization) the tone C. Cf. sol-fa (def. 1), ut. Italian, inverted variant of ut; see
gamut 174555 do., D/O,Also,d.o. D.O., GrammarAlso,DO, d.o.direct object. Doctor of Optometry. Doctor of Osteopathy. Collins Concise English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::do /du; (unstressed) d; d/ vb (does, doing, did, done) to perform or complete (a deed or action): to do a portrait, the work is doneoften intr; followed by for: to serve the
needs of; be suitable for (a person, situation, etc); suffice (transitive) to arrange or fix (transitive) to prepare or provide; serve: this restaurant doesn't do lunch on Sundays (transitive) to make tidy, elegant, ready, etc, as by arranging or adorning: to do one's hair (transitive) to improve (esp in the phrase do something toorfor) (transitive) to find an
answer to (a problem or puzzle) (transitive) to translate or adapt the form or language of: the book was done into a play (intransitive) to conduct oneself: do as you please (intransitive) to fare or manage (transitive) to cause or produce: complaints do nothing to help (transitive) to give or render: your portrait doesn't do you justice, do me a favour
(transitive) to work at, esp as a course of study or a profession (transitive) to perform (a play, etc); act (transitive) to travel at a specified speed, esp as a maximum (transitive) to travel or traverse (a distance) (takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary before the subject of an interrogative sentence as a way of forming a question: do you
agree?, when did John go out? (takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary to intensify positive statements and commands: I do like your new house, do hurry! (takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary before a negative adverb to form negative statements or commands: she does not like cheese, do not leave me here alone! (takes an
infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary in inverted constructions: little did she realize that, only rarely does he come in before ten o'clock used as an auxiliary to replace an earlier verb or verb phrase to avoid repetition: he likes you as much as I do (transitive) informal to visit or explore as a sightseer or tourist (transitive) to wear out; exhaust
(intransitive) to happen (esp in the phrase nothing doing) (transitive) slang to serve (a period of time) as a prison sentence (transitive) informal to cheat or swindle (transitive) slang to rob (transitive) slang to arrest to convict of a crime (transitive) Austral informal to lose or spend (money) completely (transitive) slang chiefly Brit to treat violently;
assault (transitive) slang to take or use (a drug) (transitive) vulgar slang (of a male) to have sexual intercourse withdo, do a informal to act like; imitate: he's a good mimic he can do all his friends welldo or die to make a final or supreme effortmake do to manage with whatever is available n ( pl dos, do's) slang an act or instance of cheating or
swindling informal chiefly Brit NZ a formal or festive gathering; partydo's and don'ts informal those things that should or should not be done; rulesEtymology: Old English dn; related to Old Frisian dun, Old High German tuon, Latin abdere to put away, Greek tithenai to place; see deed, doomdo /d/ n ( pl dos) a variant spelling of doh1Collins Concise
English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::do. abbreviation for Collins Concise English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::do /du; (unstressed) d; d/ vb (does, doing, did, done) to perform or complete (a deed or action): to do a portrait, the work is doneoften intr; followed by for: to serve the needs of; be suitable for (a person, situation, etc); suffice
(transitive) to arrange or fix (transitive) to prepare or provide; serve: this restaurant doesn't do lunch on Sundays (transitive) to make tidy, elegant, ready, etc, as by arranging or adorning: to do one's hair (transitive) to improve (esp in the phrase do something toorfor) (transitive) to find an answer to (a problem or puzzle) (transitive) to translate or
adapt the form or language of: the book was done into a play (intransitive) to conduct oneself: do as you please (intransitive) to fare or manage (transitive) to cause or produce: complaints do nothing to help (transitive) to give or render: your portrait doesn't do you justice, do me a favour (transitive) to work at, esp as a course of study or a profession
(transitive) to perform (a play, etc); act (transitive) to travel at a specified speed, esp as a maximum (transitive) to travel or traverse (a distance) (takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary before the subject of an interrogative sentence as a way of forming a question: do you agree?, when did John go out? (takes an infinitive without to) used as
an auxiliary to intensify positive statements and commands: I do like your new house, do hurry! (takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary before a negative adverb to form negative statements or commands: she does not like cheese, do not leave me here alone! (takes an infinitive without to) used as an auxiliary in inverted constructions: little
did she realize that, only rarely does he come in before ten o'clock used as an auxiliary to replace an earlier verb or verb phrase to avoid repetition: he likes you as much as I do (transitive) informal to visit or explore as a sightseer or tourist (transitive) to wear out; exhaust (intransitive) to happen (esp in the phrase nothing doing) (transitive) slang to
serve (a period of time) as a prison sentence (transitive) informal to cheat or swindle (transitive) slang to rob (transitive) slang to arrest to convict of a crime (transitive) Austral informal to lose or spend (money) completely (transitive) slang chiefly Brit to treat violently; assault (transitive) slang to take or use (a drug) (transitive) vulgar slang (of a
male) to have sexual intercourse withdo, do a informal to act like; imitate: he's a good mimic he can do all his friends welldo or die to make a final or supreme effortmake do to manage with whatever is available n ( pl dos, do's) slang an act or instance of cheating or swindling informal chiefly Brit NZ a formal or festive gathering; partydo's and don'ts
informal those things that should or should not be done; rulesEtymology: Old English dn; related to Old Frisian dun, Old High German tuon, Latin abdere to put away, Greek tithenai to place; see deed, doomdo /d/ n ( pl dos) a variant spelling of doh1Collins Concise English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::do. abbreviation for Download the
Testbook APP & Get Pass Pro Max FREE for 7 Days10,000+ Study NotesRealtime Doubt Support71000+ Mock TestsRankers Test Series+ more benefitsDownload App NowDownload this explanation in PDF here.Click here for our complete programme to perfect your English grammar.When we make questions in the present simple, we use 'do / does'
for almost every verb.Do you like chocolate? (The main verb is 'like'.)Does she live in Madrid? (The main verb is 'live'.)Do you want to come to the party? (The main verb is 'want'.)However, the verb 'be' is different. When the main verb is 'be', we make a question by putting the verb at the front and putting the subject after the verb. We don't use 'do /
does'.Are you hungry? (The main verb is 'be'.)Is she at home? (The main verb is 'be'.)Are they from Switzerland? (The main verb is 'be'.)If we want to make a 'wh' question, it's the same - we just put the 'wh' word or phrase first. Why do you like chocolate?Where does she live in Madrid?Why are you hungry?How long is she at home?Try an exercise
about this topic here.
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