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One	of	the	best	things	about	air-dry	clay	is	that	it	doesn’t	require	an	oven	or	kiln	to	harden.	On	the	other	hand,	one	of	the	worst	things	about	air-dry	clay	is	that	it	can	take	days	to	dry	fully!		If	you’re	feeling	a	little	impatient,	you	might	be	wondering	whether	you	can	put	it	in	the	oven	to	speed	up	the	process.	Putting	air-dry	clay	in	the	oven	can	lead	to
cracking	and	curling,	but	it	can	speed	up	the	drying	process	when	done	correctly.	Place	the	clay	on	a	baking	sheet	in	the	oven	before	preheating	it	to	170	to	200°F.	Heat	the	clay	for	15	to	30	minutes,	allow	it	to	cool	completely,	and	repeat	the	process	if	needed.	Read	on	to	learn	about	the	specifics	of	drying	air-dry	clay	in	the	oven.	We’ll	also	share	tips
on	the	best	ways	to	dry	clay	to	prevent	cracking.	What	Happens	If	You	Put	Air-Dry	Clay	In	The	Oven?	The	effect	of	putting	air-dry	clay	in	the	oven	varies	depending	on	a	few	factors.	For	example,	the	brand	of	clay,	the	oven’s	temperature,	and	the	amount	of	time	the	clay	is	left	in	the	oven	can	produce	different	results.	In	some	cases,	putting	air-dry
clay	in	the	oven	can	be	an	effective	way	of	drying	it.	In	other	cases,	it	can	lead	to	unwanted	outcomes.	These	can	include	cracked,	curled,	or	burnt	clay,	a	ruined	baking	surface,	and	an	unpleasant	smell	in	the	area.	See	also		Where	Is	the	Hot	Water	Heater	Located	in	a	Camper?	How	Long	To	Put	Air-Dry	Clay	In	The	Oven	=>	Looking	for	a	custom
house	floor	plan?	Click	here	to	fill	out	our	form,	a	member	of	our	team	will	be	in	touch.Air-dry	clay	does	not	need	to	go	through	any	special	processes	to	dry.	It	just	needs	to	be	exposed	to	air	over	a	specific	amount	of	time,	typically	24	to	72	hours	total.	However,	many	people	want	their	air-dry	clay	to	dry	more	quickly,	and	putting	it	in	the	oven	is	one
way	to	do	so.	General	Drying	Recommendations	Recommendations	for	the	temperature	and	amount	of	time	to	put	air-dry	clay	in	the	oven	vary	quite	a	bit.		Below,	you’ll	find	the	most	common	instructions.	We	recommend	starting	at	the	lowest	temperature	and	shortest	amount	of	time	to	minimize	the	chances	of	ruining	your	clay.	Start	by	placing	your
clay	on	a	baking	sheet	lined	with	aluminum	foil.	Put	the	tray	in	the	oven	before	you	preheat	it.	Do	not	place	the	clay	in	an	oven	that	is	already	hot.	Next,	preheat	your	oven	to	170	to	200	degrees	Fahrenheit.	Bake	the	clay	for	about	15	to	30	minutes.	This	short	span	of	time	will	draw	out	moisture	from	the	clay,	helping	it	dry	faster.	After	the	clay	has
baked,	turn	off	the	oven,	but	leave	the	tray	inside.	Once	the	oven	has	cooled	off	completely,	remove	the	clay.	Repeat	the	process	if	needed.	How	Do	You	Harden	Air-Dry	Clay?	The	best	way	to	harden	air-dry	clay	is	simply	to	be	patient.	Air-dry	clay	tends	to	turn	out	best	when	you	leave	it	to	dry	naturally.	Rotating	the	clay	occasionally	can	help	things
along,	but	taking	more	drastic	measures	can	result	in	cracked,	curled	clay.	See	also		Dawn	Vs.	Palmolive:	7	Deciding	FactorsHere	are	a	few	methods	of	hardening	air-dry	clay.	Please	note	that	these	methods	can	be	used	but	are	typically	not	recommended.		Sunlight	Putting	air-dry	clay	outside	in	direct	sunlight	will	help	it	dry	more	quickly,	but	it’s
likely	to	crack.	This	is	because	the	sun	only	heats	one	side	of	the	clay.	The	outer	layer	of	this	side	will	dry	faster	than	the	rest	of	the	clay,	rather	than	heating	it	evenly.	Hairdryer	Similar	to	the	sunlight	method,	using	a	hairdryer	also	increases	your	chances	of	cracking	the	clay.	The	hair	dryer	creates	a	strong	airflow	that	causes	the	clay’s	outer	layer	to
dry	faster	and	shrink	in	certain	areas.	Even	if	you	continuously	move	the	hairdryer	in	an	attempt	to	dry	the	clay	evenly,	you’re	likely	to	end	up	with	breakage	and	cracks.	Microwave	The	microwave	is	yet	another	non-recommended	method	of	hardening	air-dry	clay.	The	problem	with	microwaves	is	that	they	heat	the	clay	far	too	quickly.		Air-dry	clay
isn’t	meant	to	hold	much	heat.	Putting	it	in	the	microwave	makes	it	prone	to	breaking	apart	altogether.	Oven	While	not	always	recommended,	putting	clay	in	the	oven	is	the	safest	option	of	the	ones	discussed	here.	See	the	general	guidelines	section	above	for	a	full	explanation	of	how	to	harden	your	air-dry	clay	in	the	oven.	Can	I	Microwave	Air-Dry
Clay?	While	you	technically	can	put	air-dry	clay	in	the	microwave,	it’s	likely	to	ruin	your	project.	Microwaves	heat	up	too	quickly,	causing	air-dry	clay	to	break	and	fall	apart	completely.	Instead,	we	recommend	allowing	the	clay	to	dry	naturally	or	hardening	it	in	the	oven.	How	To	Dry	Air-Dry	Clay	Without	Cracking	Many	crafters	have	experienced	the
frustration	of	completing	a	beautiful	clay	sculpture,	only	for	it	to	crack	as	it	dries.	Here	is	a	simple	step-by-step	process	to	follow	that	should	help	prevent	cracking,	curling,	and	other	forms	of	damage.	See	also		31	Cheap	Wall	Covering	Ideas	For	Bad	Walls	(Try	This!)1.	Use	A	Mister	While	Sculpting	To	keep	the	drying	process	from	starting	too	soon,
use	a	mister	bottle	to	gently	mist	the	clay	as	you	work	with	it.	Failing	to	keep	the	clay	moist	can	lead	to	crumbling	and	cracking.	2.	Smooth	Cracks	Early	If	you	notice	cracks	forming	while	you’re	still	sculpting,	dip	your	fingers	in	water	and	smooth	out	the	cracks	as	needed.	3.	Store	WIPs	Correctly	Many	clay	projects	take	more	than	one	session	to
complete.	Between	sessions,	cover	your	work	in	progress	with	plastic	wrap	and	store	it	in	an	airtight	container.	Mist	the	clay	every	24	hours	until	you’re	ready	to	work	on	your	project	again.	4.	Expose	The	Clay	To	Air	On	All	Sides	When	you’re	ready	to	dry	your	project,	place	it	on	a	cooling	rack	or	screen.	If	you’re	not	able	to	do	this,	be	sure	to
regularly	rotate	the	clay	so	that	all	sides	dry	evenly.	Most	clay	takes	24	to	72	hours	to	dry	fully.	Conclusion	While	putting	air-dry	clay	in	the	oven	isn’t	necessarily	recommended,	it’s	still	an	effective	method	of	making	the	drying	process	go	more	quickly.		First,	you’ll	need	to	place	the	clay	on	a	baking	sheet	and	put	it	in	the	oven	before	preheating	it	to
170	to	200°F.	Leave	the	clay	in	the	oven	for	15	to	30	minutes	before	turning	it	off	and	allowing	the	clay	to	cool.	If	needed,	repeat	the	process	until	the	clay	has	dried	and	hardened.	Discover	the	best	ways	to	dry	air-dry	clay	quickly	while	minimizing	cracks.Here	are	the	best	methods	to	dry	air-dry	clay	faster,	ordered	by	effectiveness.From	all	of	the
methods	in	this	list,	using	an	oven	to	dry	air-dry	clay	is	by	far	the	easiest	and	safest	way	to	quickly	dry	it.	It	will	generally	give	you	the	best	results.Air-dry	clay	doesn´t	have	to	be	baked	to	dry,	but	it	can	be	baked	to	make	it	dry	faster.	It	should	never	be	fired	in	a	kiln.Put	your	clay	project	in	the	cold	oven.Heat	the	oven	to	200°FLet	the	clay	dry	for
about	15	to	20	minutes	(depending	on	the	size	of	your	sculpture)Turn	the	oven	off	and	let	it	cool	down	to	room	temperature.You	have	to	put	the	clay	in	the	oven	before	turning	the	oven	on	to	avoid	cracks.	Air-dry	clay	tends	to	crack	very	quickly	if	the	water	content	inside	the	clay	is	evaporating	too	quickly.If	you	want	to	know	more	about	why	air-dry
clay	cracks	and	how	to	avoid	it,	then	consider	reading	my	article	on	properly	drying	air-dry	clay.	Alternatively,	a	dehydrator	can	be	used.A	dehydrator	is	usually	used	for	drying	fruit	or	meat,	but	it	can	also	be	used	to	speed	up	the	drying	time	of	air-dry	clay.Put	the	clay	sculpture	in	the	dehydrator.Turn	the	dehydrator	on.	Set	it	to	a	low	setting.Let	the
dehydrator	run	for	an	hour.Remove	the	clay	sculptureA	lot	of	modern	ovens	have	a	drying	setting	for	drying	fruit	that	is	almost	as	good	as	a	dehydrator,	and	even	if	your	oven	does	not	have	that	setting,	you	can	still	use	your	kitchen	oven	for	drying	air-dry	clay	faster.So,	using	a	dehydrator	for	drying	air-dry	clay	is	only	an	option	if	you	already	have	one
lying	around.Using	a	hair	dryer	is	possible,	but	generally	less	reliable	than	using	an	oven.Try	to	heat	the	clay	evenly	to	avoid	internal	stresses	that	could	cause	cracks.	A	grill	tray	can	help	by	allowing	air	to	reach	the	underside	of	the	clay.Here	is	how	to	dry	air-dry	clay	with	a	hair	dryer	in	6	simple	steps:Place	the	clay	on	a	table	so	that	you	can	reach
all	sides	with	the	hairdryer.Set	the	hairdryer	to	as	hot	as	it	would	go	and	set	the	power	to	as	low	as	possible.Constantly	move	the	hair	dryer	all	over	the	clay	so	that	you	heat	the	sculpture	up	as	evenly	as	possible.Keep	at	a	distance	of	at	least	3	inches	to	avoid	heating	up	one	area	of	the	clay	too	much	and	too	fast.The	clay	should	be	mostly	dry	after
about	20	to	30	minutes.Leave	the	clay	to	cool	down	for	another	20	minutes	before	moving	it.And	this	is	the	final	result.	You	can	see	some	minor	cracks,	but	nothing	that	can´t	easily	be	fixed.The	6	steps	to	dry	air	dry	clay	with	a	hairdryer:Place	the	clay	on	a	table	so	that	you	can	reach	all	sites	with	the	hairdryer.Set	the	hairdryer	to	as	hot	as	it	would	go
and	set	the	power	to	as	low	as	possible.Constantly	move	the	hair	dryer	all	over	the	clay	so	that	you	heat	the	sculpture	up	as	evenly	as	possible.Keep	at	a	distance	of	at	least	3	inches	to	avoid	heating	up	one	area	of	the	clay	too	much	and	too	fast.The	clay	should	be	mostly	dry	after	about	20	to	30	minutes.Leave	the	clay	to	cool	down	for	another	20
minutes	before	moving	it.And	this	is	the	final	result.	You	can	see	some	minor	cracks,	but	nothing	that	can´t	easily	be	fixed.Another	option	to	dry	air-dry	clay	faster	is	simply	using	the	sun.Air-dry	clay	will	dry	much	faster	when	it	is	exposed	to	direct	sunlight.	Leaving	it	in	the	sun	will	make	the	clay	dry	faster,	but	it	can	also	dry	the	clay	unevenly,	which
can	cause	cracking.Using	this	method	works,	but	there	are	other,	more	effective	methods	to	dry	clay,	like	using	an	oven.Place	the	finished	clay	sculpture	on	a	non-metal	surface	outside	in	the	sun.Carefully	put	one	sheet	of	parchment	paper	under	the	sculpture	and	then	cover	the	sculpture	with	a	second	sheet	of	parchment	paper.	This	is	done	to
protect	the	clay	from	the	UV	rays	of	the	sun.Turn	the	clay	every	5	minutes	to	ensure	that	the	sculpture	gets	heated	up	as	evenly	as	possible.	Doing	this	will	prevent	the	clay	from	easily	cracking	while	it	dries.The	sculpture	will	be	dry	after	about	30	to	40	minutes,	depending	on	the	size	of	the	sculpture.A	desiccant	is	a	material	that	absorbs	moisture
from	the	air.	It	usually	comes	in	the	form	of	small	silica	gel	pads	or	silica	packs.You	can	place	your	air-dry	clay	in	an	air-tight	container	or	cover	the	sculpture	in	foil	and	place	the	silica	pads	near	the	clay.	As	the	air	becomes	saturated	with	moisture,	the	silica	pads	will	absorb	the	moisture,	allowing	the	clay	to	dry	faster.This	method	is	especially	good
for	humid	environments.	High	humidity	will	often	slow	down	the	drying	speed.Put	the	clay	sculpture	in	an	air-tight	container.Add	some	silica	packs	to	the	container.Wait	for	an	hour	and	check	if	the	clay	is	dryYou	can	use	slip	to	fix	cracks	in	your	air-dry	clay.	Slip	can	easily	be	made	with	clay	and	Water.Slip	is	clay	mixed	with	water.	It	has	to	have	the
consistency	of	pudding	so	that	it	is	thick	enough	to	adhere	to	the	clay	while	also	filling	the	crack	completely.It	is	important	to	remember	that	you	can	not	store	the	slip.	You	can	only	store	pure	clay	that	has	not	been	mixed	with	water	yet.If	you	do	try	to	reuse	the	slip	you	will	notice	it	doesn’t	work	and	will	only	cause	a	huge	mess.Prepare	the	slip	with
clay	and	water	to	the	right	consistency	and	set	it	aside	for	later.You	will	need	to	roughen	up	the	area	where	the	slip	is	supposed	to	hold.	So	use	some	sanding	paper	to	make	the	area	a	little	rougher	so	that	the	slip	can	adhere	to	the	surface.Make	the	area	a	little	wet	with	water	before	adding	the	slip	to	the	crack.Now	add	the	slip	to	the	part	that	you
want	to	fix.	If	you	want	to	glue	two	pieces	together,	then	you	can	use	the	slip	as	well.	If	you	want	to	fix	a	very	big	crack,	then	you	should	maybe	use	some	clay	to	fill	in	the	crack	and	then	add	the	slip	to	the	surface	to	make	it	look	smooth.If	you	want	to	have	an	in-depth,	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	properly	fix	cracks	in	air-dry	clay,	then	consider
reading	my	guide,	where	I	explain	exactly	that	in	great	detail.If	you	leave	air-dry	clay	out	to	dry	without	speeding	the	drying	process	up,	then	it	will	take	anywhere	between	24	hours	to	72	hours,	depending	on	the	size	of	the	clay	sculpture,	how	thick	it	is,	and	how	warm	the	location	where	you	are	drying	it	is.You	can	read	another	article	of	mine	where
I	explain	exactly	how	to	dry	air-dry	clay	without	risking	any	cracking.	I	also	explain	how	long	it	usually	takes	for	air-dry	clay	to	dry	without	using	any	tricks	to	accelerate	the	drying	time.I	have	a	full	guide	on	how	to	properly	work	with	air-dry	clay	that	you	can	read	right	here.	It	is	the	perfect	start	if	you	have	never	worked	with	air-dry	clay	before.Heat
will	make	air-dry	clay	dry	much	faster	because	heat	will	cause	the	water	inside	the	clay	to	evaporate	more	quickly.	While	heat	generally	speeds	up	the	drying	process	of	air-dry	clay,	it	is	also	important	to	keep	the	temperature	low,	or	the	clay	might	simply	melt	or	crack.Air-dry	clay	usually	cracks	when	the	clay	is	dried	too	quickly,	dries	unevenly,	or	if
the	clay	is	not	evenly	thick.	So	keep	the	clay	at	an	even	thickness	and	dry	the	clay	evenly	to	keep	it	from	cracking.	The	most	common	mistake	is	an	uneven	wall	thickness	of	the	clay.	Download	Article	The	best	ways	to	harden	polymer	clay	to	avoid	scorching	Download	Article	The	world	of	polymer	clay	is	truly	endless,	as	you	can	create	anything	from
beads	and	charms	to	sculptures	and	mugs,	and	all	it	takes	to	finish	a	project	is	a	bit	of	baking.	But	how	long	do	you	bake	polymer	clay	for?	What	temperature	should	the	oven	be	at?	Can	you	use	a	toaster	oven?	In	this	article,	we’ll	walk	you	through	the	process	of	baking	clay	in	an	oven	step-by-step.	With	our	help,	you’ll	have	your	polymer	clay
masterpiece	cured	and	ready	in	no	time!	Preheat	a	conventional	or	toaster	oven	to	275	°F	(135	°C)	or	to	the	temperature	listed	on	the	back	of	the	clay’s	packaging.	Place	polymer	clay	pieces	on	a	ceramic	tile	and	under	an	aluminum	pan	or	sheet	of	parchment	paper	while	baking	to	ensure	that	the	heat	is	evenly	distributed.	Bake	the	polymer	clay	for
30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness	to	avoid	burning	your	piece.	1	Preheat	your	oven	according	to	the	clay’s	instructions.	The	type	of	clay	you’re	using	will	determine	the	oven's	temperature,	so	always	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	Usually,	Cernit,	Fimo,	Premo,	Sculpey,	and	Souffle	clay	bakes	at	275	°F	(135	°C).	Bake	Kato	clay	at
300	°F	(149	°C)	and	bake	Pardo	clay	at	325	°F	(163	°C).[1]	Before	baking	your	clay,	open	windows	to	allow	any	fumes	to	escape	your	kitchen.	2	Place	a	piece	of	paper	on	top	of	a	ceramic	tile	inside	an	aluminum	pan.[2]	Pick	up	2	rectangular	aluminum	pans	from	your	local	grocery	store	or	supermarket	that	are	deep	enough	to	fit	your	clay	inside.	Place
one	of	the	pans	on	a	flat	surface	and	center	a	piece	of	ceramic	tile	in	the	bottom	of	it.	Then,	lay	a	piece	of	copy	paper	or	parchment	paper	on	top	of	the	tile.[3]	The	ceramic	tile	helps	to	stabilize	the	temperature	inside	the	pans,	and	the	paper	protects	the	clay	from	the	glaze	on	the	tile.[4]	If	you	don’t	have	ceramic	tile,	that’s	okay.	Line	a	flat	baking
sheet	with	parchment	paper	instead.	Just	be	aware	that	the	clay	may	not	harden	as	evenly.	Keeping	the	project	covered	protects	it	from	the	heat,	avoids	scorching,	and	contains	fumes.[5]	Advertisement	3	Set	your	project	on	top	of	the	paper	and	cover	it	with	the	other	pan.	Carefully	center	your	project	on	top	of	the	paper	and	tile.	Then,	flip	the	other
pan	over	and	use	it	as	a	lid	to	cover	the	project.	Place	2	metal	binder	clips	on	opposite	sides	of	the	pans	to	secure	them	together.[6]	If	you	can’t	find	an	aluminum	pan	that’s	large	enough,	cover	a	roasting	pan	with	aluminum	foil	instead.	If	you’re	baking	clay	without	a	ceramic	tile,	place	your	project	on	parchment	paper	and	cover	it	with	an	aluminum
pan.	Make	sure	to	use	metal	binder	clips,	not	the	kind	coated	in	plastic,	which	would	melt	in	your	oven.[7]	4	Bake	the	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.	Place	the	pans	inside	the	oven,	making	sure	they’re	centered	and	away	from	the	oven's	walls	and	heating	elements.	The	clay	type	and	the	sculpture's	thickness	determine
the	baking	time,	so	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	As	a	general	rule,	aim	for	30-45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.[8]	For	instance,	if	the	piece	is	1.75	inches	(4.4	cm)	thick,	bake	it	for	3.5	to	5.25	hours.	Make	a	few	test	projects	to	find	the	perfect	temperature	and	time	for	pieces	of	varying	thicknesses,	or	bake	another	project	alongside
your	clay	creation	to	use	as	a	test	breaker.	Polymer	clay	won’t	burn	when	baked	at	a	low	temperature,	so	don’t	be	afraid	to	leave	it	in	the	oven	for	a	little	longer.	5	Let	the	clay	cool	completely	for	30	to	60	minutes.	Remove	the	pans	from	the	oven	using	oven	mitts	and	carefully	transfer	the	project	to	a	heat-safe	surface.	Allow	the	clay	to	cool
completely,	which	can	take	between	30	and	60	minutes.	Bend	a	test	project	in	your	hands.	If	the	test	piece	flexes	before	it	breaks,	it’s	properly	cured!	If	the	piece	crumbles	and	breaks	easily,	it	needs	more	time	in	the	oven.[9]	If	you	think	your	creation	is	under-baked,	cure	it	in	the	oven	again	using	the	same	method	as	before.	Advertisement	1	Preheat
the	oven	to	265	°F	(129	°C)	or	to	the	temperature	in	the	clay’s	instructions.	Different	brands	of	clay	fuse	at	different	temperatures,	so	read	the	instructions	to	determine	the	correct	heat.	For	instance,	bake	Cernit,	Fimo,	Premo,	Sculpey,	and	Soufflé	clays	at	275	°F	(135	°C),	and	bake	Pardo	clays	at	325	°F	(163	°C).	Ensure	the	area	is	well-ventilated	so
the	fumes	can	escape.[10]	If	you’re	using	a	mix	of	different	clays	or	no	longer	have	the	instructions,	preheat	the	oven	to	265	°F	(129	°C).	The	clay	doesn’t	need	to	be	specifically	formulated	for	baking	in	a	toaster	oven;	following	the	directions	for	use	in	a	conventional	oven	gives	the	same	results.	Consider	using	a	separate	oven	thermometer	to	gauge
the	temperature	as	some	toaster	ovens	are	prone	to	spikes	and	dips	in	temperature.	Because	of	a	toaster	oven’s	small	size,	this	method	works	best	when	making	polymer	beads,	charms,	ornaments,	or	small	sculptures.	2	Place	a	ceramic	tile	covered	with	parchment	paper	on	a	baking	tray.	Carefully	lay	a	ceramic	plate	or	tile	on	top	of	a	toaster	oven
baking	tray.	The	ceramic	tile	helps	evenly	distribute	the	heat	around	your	clay.	If	the	ceramic	is	glazed,	cover	it	with	a	piece	of	parchment	paper	or	copy	paper.[11]	If	you	don’t	have	a	ceramic	tile,	no	worries!	Bake	your	clay	directly	on	the	parchment-lined	baking	sheet	(just	know	that	the	clay	won’t	bake	as	evenly).	3	Put	your	clay	on	the	tile,	and
cover	it	with	“tented”	parchment	paper.	Carefully	arrange	your	clay	pieces	on	top	of	the	paper	and	tile.	Fold	a	piece	of	parchment	paper	in	half	to	create	a	crease,	then	place	it	on	top	of	the	clay	so	it	forms	a	“tent.”[12]	Double-check	that	the	parchment	paper	isn’t	touching	the	heating	element	inside	the	toaster	oven;	otherwise,	a	fire	could	start.	This
tent-like	structure	prevents	heat	from	scorching	and	burning	the	clay	as	it	bakes.	4	Bake	the	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.	Slide	the	baking	tray	with	the	tile	and	clay	inside	the	toaster	oven.	The	brand	and	thickness	of	the	clay	affect	the	baking	time,	so	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	Generally,	aim	to	bake	the	clay
between	30	and	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.[13]	For	instance,	if	the	clay	piece	is	2.5	inches	(6.4	cm)	thick,	bake	it	for	5	to	7.5	hours.	Try	baking	several	test	pieces	of	varying	thicknesses	before	baking	your	creation	to	help	you	find	the	best	baking	temperature	and	time.	If	the	clay	is	covered,	it	shouldn’t	burn	even	if	you	leave	it	in
the	oven	for	hours.	Keep	in	mind	that	it’s	better	to	bake	the	clay	longer	than	the	instructions	say	to	ensure	the	piece	is	fully	cured.	5	Remove	the	clay	and	let	it	cool	for	30	to	60	minutes.	When	the	time	is	up,	use	oven	mitts	to	carefully	remove	the	tray	from	the	oven.	Transfer	your	clay	creation	to	a	heat-safe	surface,	then	allow	it	to	cool	completely,
which	may	take	between	30	and	60	minutes	before	handling	it.[14]	The	best	way	to	tell	if	polymer	clay	is	fully	baked	is	to	try	to	break	one	of	your	test	pieces.	Fully	baked	polymer	clay	will	bend	before	it	breaks	or	cracks.[15]	If	your	clay	creation	isn’t	cured	all	the	way,	stick	it	back	in	the	oven	and	bake	it	again	like	before.	Advertisement	Thanks
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February	14,	2025	Views:	287,843	Categories:	Clay	Projects	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	287,843	times.	"This	article	is	helpful	because	it	very	clearly	states	cook	time	and	temperature	for	polymer	clay."	Share	your	story	Air	dry	clay	is	a	versatile	and	easy-to-use	modeling	material	that
allows	you	to	create	various	projects	without	any	special	equipment	or	oven.	However,	sometimes	air	dry	clay	can	be	brittle	and	fragile,	making	it	necessary	to	bake	it	to	increase	its	strength	and	durability.	Baking	air	dry	clay	is	a	simple	process	that	requires	only	a	few	steps	and	tools.	In	this	blog	post,	we’ll	guide	you	through	how	to	bake	air	dry	clay,
from	preparation	to	cooling	down,	so	you	can	achieve	perfect	results	every	time.	Can	You	Bake	Air	Dry	Clay?	Air	dry	clay	is	a	fantastic	material	for	creating	all	sorts	of	crafts	and	projects,	from	small	figurines	to	large	sculptures.	But	one	question	that	many	people	have	is	whether	or	not	it	is	possible	to	bake	air	dry	clay.	The	answer	is	no	–	air	dry	clay
is	designed	to	be	left	to	dry	naturally	in	the	air	without	the	need	for	an	oven	or	kiln.	Baking	air	dry	clay	can	actually	cause	it	to	crack	and	deform.	So,	if	you’re	working	with	air	dry	clay,	give	yourself	plenty	of	time	to	dry	properly	and	resist	the	temptation	to	speed	up	the	process	with	an	oven	or	heat	gun.	With	patience	and	a	bit	of	creativity,	you	can
create	some	truly	stunning	pieces	with	this	versatile	material!	Why	Should	You	Bake	Air	Dry	Clay?	Baking	air	dry	clay	might	seem	like	a	hassle,	but	it’s	definitely	worth	it	in	the	long	run.	By	baking	your	clay	creations,	not	only	do	you	ensure	they’ll	last	longer,	but	you	also	make	them	stronger	and	more	durable.	Baking	removes	any	remaining	moisture
and	solidifies	the	clay,	making	it	more	resistant.	Plus,	once	your	creations	are	baked,	you	can	paint	them,	add	details,	and	even	use	them	as	functional	objects	around	your	home.	So	next	time	you’re	tempted	to	leave	your	air	dry	clay	creations	as	they	are,	remember	the	benefits	of	baking	and	take	the	extra	step	to	enhance	their	quality.	How	to	Bake
Air	Dry	Clay:	Your	Ultimate	Guide	Not	all	air	dry	clays	are	created	equal	–	some	require	baking,	while	others	don’t.	Before	you	start	baking,	make	sure	that	your	clay	is	oven-bakeable.	Important	to	Wear	Protective	Gear	and	temperature	recommendations.	If	you’re	unsure	whether	or	not	your	clay	is	oven-bakeable,	consider	doing	a	small	test	piece.
Once	you’ve	confirmed	that	your	clay	is	oven-bakeable,	shape	your	piece	as	desired.	Make	sure	it’s	completely	dry	by	letting	it	air	dry,	preferably	for	at	least	24	hours,	or	following	package	instructions.	Be	patient,	and	don’t	try	to	rush	the	drying	process	by	putting	your	piece	in	a	sunny	spot	or	using	a	fan,	as	this	may	cause	cracking	or	warping.
Preheat	your	oven	to	the	temperature	recommended	on	the	clay’s	packaging,	usually	around	265°F	to	300°F.	Make	sure	to	adjust	your	oven	rack	to	the	center	position	so	your	clay	piece	bakes	evenly.	Carefully	place	your	dry	clay	piece	on	a	baking	sheet	lined	with	parchment	paper,	taking	care	not	to	overhandle	it,	as	it	may	still	be	fragile.	Bake	it	for
the	recommended	time	on	the	package,	usually	10-30	minutes,	depending	on	the	thickness	of	your	piece.	Don’t	leave	your	oven	unattended	while	baking;	use	an	oven	thermometer	if	you’re	unsure	of	your	oven’s	temperature	accuracy.	Once	your	clay	piece	is	baked,	remove	it	from	the	oven	and	let	it	cool	down	completely	on	the	baking	sheet.	Don’t	try
to	handle	it	when	it’s	still	warm,	as	it	may	still	be	brittle.	Once	cooled,	your	clay	piece	should	have	a	hard	surface	and	a	slightly	darker	color.	You	can	now	sand,	paint,	or	varnish	your	piece	as	desired.	If	you’re	planning	to	add	any	additional	elements,	such	as	wire	or	beads,	wait	until	your	piece	is	completely	cooled	down	before	attaching	them.
Consider	adding	a	glossy	coat	on	top	of	your	baked	clay	piece	for	a	polished	and	shiny	finish.	For	this	step,	you	can	use	clear	nail	polish,	polyurethane	varnish,	or	liquid	polymer	clay.	Follow	the	product	instructions	carefully	and	let	your	piece	dry	completely	before	handling	it.	Now	that	you	have	successfully	baked	your	air	dry	clay	piece,	it’s	time	to
display	and	enjoy	it!	You	can	use	it	as	a	decoration,	give	it	as	a	gift,	or	even	incorporate	it	into	other	craft	projects.	With	proper	care,	your	clay	piece	can	last	for	a	long	time	and	bring	joy	to	others.	Remember	to	always	follow	the	baking	instructions	on	your	clay’s	packaging	and	have	fun	with	your	creations!	5	Considerations	Things	When	You	Need	to
Bake	Air	Dry	Clay	The	first	consideration	when	baking	air	dry	clay	is	the	type	of	clay	you	are	using.	There	are	various	types	of	air	dry	clay	available,	such	as	polymer	clay,	paper	clay,	and	self-hardening	clay.	Each	type	has	different	properties	and	may	require	different	baking	temperatures	and	times.	The	thickness	of	your	clay	piece	also	affects	the
baking	process.	Thicker	pieces	will	take	longer	to	dry	and	may	require	a	lower	temperature	to	prevent	cracking.	It	is	essential	to	follow	the	instructions	for	your	specific	type	of	clay	and	adjust	the	baking	time	accordingly.	The	recommended	baking	temperature	for	air	dry	clay	varies	depending	on	the	brand	and	type	of	clay	used.	Generally,	most	air
dry	clays	can	be	baked	at	200-300	degrees	Fahrenheit	for	30	minutes	per	1/4	inch	thickness.	However,	it	is	crucial	to	check	the	instructions	provided	by	the	manufacturer	for	the	best	results.	When	baking	air	dry	clay	in	an	oven,	it	is	essential	to	take	safety	precautions.	Always	use	an	oven-safe	dish	or	tray	to	place	your	clay	on	while	baking,	and
ensure	proper	ventilation	in	your	kitchen	or	workspace.	It	is	also	recommended	to	use	an	oven	thermometer	to	ensure	that	the	temperature	inside	the	oven	is	accurate.	After	removing	your	baked	air	dry	clay	from	the	oven,	it	is	crucial	to	let	it	cool	completely	before	handling	it	or	adding	any	additional	decorations	or	finishes.	This	cooling	process
allows	the	piece	to	fully	harden	and	prevents	any	potential	cracks	from	forming	due	to	sudden	changes	in	temperature.	Benefits	of	Bake	Air	Dry	Clay	Bake-dry	clay	is	a	great	alternative	for	people	looking	to	create	beautiful	sculptures	or	crafts	without	the	use	of	a	kiln.	This	easy-to-use	clay	requires	no	special	equipment	or	extensive	expertise,	making
it	perfect	for	beginners	and	professionals	alike.	Its	main	benefit	is	that	it	can	be	dried	and	hardened	using	a	simple	home	oven	without	needing	a	complicated	and	expensive	kiln.	Moreover,	Bake	Air	Dry	Clay	comes	in	various	colors	and	can	be	molded	into	any	shape,	giving	you	endless	creative	possibilities.	Whether	you’re	making	jewelry,	figurines,
or	home	decorations,	Bake	Air	Dry	Clay	is	the	perfect	choice	for	your	next	craft	project.	4	Common	Mistakes	People	Make	When	Trying	to	Bake	Air	Dry	Clay	One	of	the	most	common	mistakes	people	make	when	trying	to	bake	air	dry	clay	is	not	kneading	it	properly.	Kneading	the	clay	helps	to	remove	any	air	bubbles	and	creates	a	smooth,	even	texture.
If	the	clay	is	not	kneaded	well,	it	can	result	in	cracks	or	uneven	baking.	Another	mistake	people	often	make	is	using	too	much	water	when	working	with	air	dry	clay.	While	water	can	help	to	soften	and	shape	the	clay,	adding	too	much	can	make	it	too	wet	and	difficult	to	work	with.	It	can	also	cause	the	clay	to	shrink	and	crack	as	it	dries.	Proper	baking
temperature	is	crucial	for	successful	air	dry	clay	projects.	Many	people	make	the	mistake	of	either	baking	at	too	high	of	a	temperature,	which	can	cause	the	clay	to	burn	or	become	brittle,	or	baking	at	too	low,	which	can	result	in	undercooked	and	weak	pieces.	One	key	factor	in	successfully	baking	air	dry	clay	is	allowing	enough	drying	time	before
baking.	Rushing	this	step	can	lead	to	cracking	or	uneven	drying,	resulting	in	a	failed	project.	Following	the	recommended	drying	time	for	your	specific	type	of	air	dry	clay	is	important	before	proceeding	with	baking.	Conclusion	Baking	air	dry	clay	is	a	simple	process	that	can	take	your	projects	to	the	next	level	by	improving	their	hardness	and
resilience.	With	the	steps	outlined	above,	you’ll	be	able	to	bake	your	clay	pieces	successfully	and	achieve	long-lasting	results.	However,	remember	that	baking	air	dry	clay	is	not	without	risks,	as	it	may	crack	or	warp	if	not	dried	properly	or	if	baked	at	the	wrong	temperature	or	time.	Always	follow	the	manufacturer’s	instructions,	use	protective
equipment	as	needed,	and	practice	caution	when	handling	hot	items.	Thanks	for	reading	our	post	about	how	to	bake	air	dry	clay.	Toby	Rede	is	a	professional	potter	focused	on	creating	functional	and	artistic	ceramics.	His	work	blends	natural	textures	with	modern	forms,	often	inspired	by	sustainable	gardening	and	outdoor	environments.	Toby’s
pottery	emphasizes	both	utility	and	beauty,	reflecting	his	philosophy	of	intentional	craftsmanship.	On	the	blog,	he	shares	insights	on	integrating	handmade	objects	into	everyday	life.	Education	Associate	Degree	in	Ceramic	Technology,	Alfred	University	Professional	Focus	Pottery	creation	with	a	focus	on	functionality	and	artistic	expression	Techniques
exploring	texture,	glazing,	and	sustainable	materials	Professional	Accomplishments	Work	featured	in	regional	art	shows	and	garden	exhibitions	Collaborations	with	local	craft	fairs	and	home	decor	shops	Download	Article	The	best	ways	to	harden	polymer	clay	to	avoid	scorching	Download	Article	The	world	of	polymer	clay	is	truly	endless,	as	you	can
create	anything	from	beads	and	charms	to	sculptures	and	mugs,	and	all	it	takes	to	finish	a	project	is	a	bit	of	baking.	But	how	long	do	you	bake	polymer	clay	for?	What	temperature	should	the	oven	be	at?	Can	you	use	a	toaster	oven?	In	this	article,	we’ll	walk	you	through	the	process	of	baking	clay	in	an	oven	step-by-step.	With	our	help,	you’ll	have	your
polymer	clay	masterpiece	cured	and	ready	in	no	time!	Preheat	a	conventional	or	toaster	oven	to	275	°F	(135	°C)	or	to	the	temperature	listed	on	the	back	of	the	clay’s	packaging.	Place	polymer	clay	pieces	on	a	ceramic	tile	and	under	an	aluminum	pan	or	sheet	of	parchment	paper	while	baking	to	ensure	that	the	heat	is	evenly	distributed.	Bake	the
polymer	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness	to	avoid	burning	your	piece.	1	Preheat	your	oven	according	to	the	clay’s	instructions.	The	type	of	clay	you’re	using	will	determine	the	oven's	temperature,	so	always	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	Usually,	Cernit,	Fimo,	Premo,	Sculpey,	and	Souffle	clay	bakes	at	275	°F	(135	°C).
Bake	Kato	clay	at	300	°F	(149	°C)	and	bake	Pardo	clay	at	325	°F	(163	°C).[1]	Before	baking	your	clay,	open	windows	to	allow	any	fumes	to	escape	your	kitchen.	2	Place	a	piece	of	paper	on	top	of	a	ceramic	tile	inside	an	aluminum	pan.[2]	Pick	up	2	rectangular	aluminum	pans	from	your	local	grocery	store	or	supermarket	that	are	deep	enough	to	fit	your
clay	inside.	Place	one	of	the	pans	on	a	flat	surface	and	center	a	piece	of	ceramic	tile	in	the	bottom	of	it.	Then,	lay	a	piece	of	copy	paper	or	parchment	paper	on	top	of	the	tile.[3]	The	ceramic	tile	helps	to	stabilize	the	temperature	inside	the	pans,	and	the	paper	protects	the	clay	from	the	glaze	on	the	tile.[4]	If	you	don’t	have	ceramic	tile,	that’s	okay.	Line
a	flat	baking	sheet	with	parchment	paper	instead.	Just	be	aware	that	the	clay	may	not	harden	as	evenly.	Keeping	the	project	covered	protects	it	from	the	heat,	avoids	scorching,	and	contains	fumes.[5]	Advertisement	3	Set	your	project	on	top	of	the	paper	and	cover	it	with	the	other	pan.	Carefully	center	your	project	on	top	of	the	paper	and	tile.	Then,
flip	the	other	pan	over	and	use	it	as	a	lid	to	cover	the	project.	Place	2	metal	binder	clips	on	opposite	sides	of	the	pans	to	secure	them	together.[6]	If	you	can’t	find	an	aluminum	pan	that’s	large	enough,	cover	a	roasting	pan	with	aluminum	foil	instead.	If	you’re	baking	clay	without	a	ceramic	tile,	place	your	project	on	parchment	paper	and	cover	it	with
an	aluminum	pan.	Make	sure	to	use	metal	binder	clips,	not	the	kind	coated	in	plastic,	which	would	melt	in	your	oven.[7]	4	Bake	the	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.	Place	the	pans	inside	the	oven,	making	sure	they’re	centered	and	away	from	the	oven's	walls	and	heating	elements.	The	clay	type	and	the	sculpture's	thickness
determine	the	baking	time,	so	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	As	a	general	rule,	aim	for	30-45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.[8]	For	instance,	if	the	piece	is	1.75	inches	(4.4	cm)	thick,	bake	it	for	3.5	to	5.25	hours.	Make	a	few	test	projects	to	find	the	perfect	temperature	and	time	for	pieces	of	varying	thicknesses,	or	bake	another	project
alongside	your	clay	creation	to	use	as	a	test	breaker.	Polymer	clay	won’t	burn	when	baked	at	a	low	temperature,	so	don’t	be	afraid	to	leave	it	in	the	oven	for	a	little	longer.	5	Let	the	clay	cool	completely	for	30	to	60	minutes.	Remove	the	pans	from	the	oven	using	oven	mitts	and	carefully	transfer	the	project	to	a	heat-safe	surface.	Allow	the	clay	to	cool
completely,	which	can	take	between	30	and	60	minutes.	Bend	a	test	project	in	your	hands.	If	the	test	piece	flexes	before	it	breaks,	it’s	properly	cured!	If	the	piece	crumbles	and	breaks	easily,	it	needs	more	time	in	the	oven.[9]	If	you	think	your	creation	is	under-baked,	cure	it	in	the	oven	again	using	the	same	method	as	before.	Advertisement	1	Preheat
the	oven	to	265	°F	(129	°C)	or	to	the	temperature	in	the	clay’s	instructions.	Different	brands	of	clay	fuse	at	different	temperatures,	so	read	the	instructions	to	determine	the	correct	heat.	For	instance,	bake	Cernit,	Fimo,	Premo,	Sculpey,	and	Soufflé	clays	at	275	°F	(135	°C),	and	bake	Pardo	clays	at	325	°F	(163	°C).	Ensure	the	area	is	well-ventilated	so
the	fumes	can	escape.[10]	If	you’re	using	a	mix	of	different	clays	or	no	longer	have	the	instructions,	preheat	the	oven	to	265	°F	(129	°C).	The	clay	doesn’t	need	to	be	specifically	formulated	for	baking	in	a	toaster	oven;	following	the	directions	for	use	in	a	conventional	oven	gives	the	same	results.	Consider	using	a	separate	oven	thermometer	to	gauge
the	temperature	as	some	toaster	ovens	are	prone	to	spikes	and	dips	in	temperature.	Because	of	a	toaster	oven’s	small	size,	this	method	works	best	when	making	polymer	beads,	charms,	ornaments,	or	small	sculptures.	2	Place	a	ceramic	tile	covered	with	parchment	paper	on	a	baking	tray.	Carefully	lay	a	ceramic	plate	or	tile	on	top	of	a	toaster	oven
baking	tray.	The	ceramic	tile	helps	evenly	distribute	the	heat	around	your	clay.	If	the	ceramic	is	glazed,	cover	it	with	a	piece	of	parchment	paper	or	copy	paper.[11]	If	you	don’t	have	a	ceramic	tile,	no	worries!	Bake	your	clay	directly	on	the	parchment-lined	baking	sheet	(just	know	that	the	clay	won’t	bake	as	evenly).	3	Put	your	clay	on	the	tile,	and
cover	it	with	“tented”	parchment	paper.	Carefully	arrange	your	clay	pieces	on	top	of	the	paper	and	tile.	Fold	a	piece	of	parchment	paper	in	half	to	create	a	crease,	then	place	it	on	top	of	the	clay	so	it	forms	a	“tent.”[12]	Double-check	that	the	parchment	paper	isn’t	touching	the	heating	element	inside	the	toaster	oven;	otherwise,	a	fire	could	start.	This
tent-like	structure	prevents	heat	from	scorching	and	burning	the	clay	as	it	bakes.	4	Bake	the	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.	Slide	the	baking	tray	with	the	tile	and	clay	inside	the	toaster	oven.	The	brand	and	thickness	of	the	clay	affect	the	baking	time,	so	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	Generally,	aim	to	bake	the	clay
between	30	and	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.[13]	For	instance,	if	the	clay	piece	is	2.5	inches	(6.4	cm)	thick,	bake	it	for	5	to	7.5	hours.	Try	baking	several	test	pieces	of	varying	thicknesses	before	baking	your	creation	to	help	you	find	the	best	baking	temperature	and	time.	If	the	clay	is	covered,	it	shouldn’t	burn	even	if	you	leave	it	in
the	oven	for	hours.	Keep	in	mind	that	it’s	better	to	bake	the	clay	longer	than	the	instructions	say	to	ensure	the	piece	is	fully	cured.	5	Remove	the	clay	and	let	it	cool	for	30	to	60	minutes.	When	the	time	is	up,	use	oven	mitts	to	carefully	remove	the	tray	from	the	oven.	Transfer	your	clay	creation	to	a	heat-safe	surface,	then	allow	it	to	cool	completely,
which	may	take	between	30	and	60	minutes	before	handling	it.[14]	The	best	way	to	tell	if	polymer	clay	is	fully	baked	is	to	try	to	break	one	of	your	test	pieces.	Fully	baked	polymer	clay	will	bend	before	it	breaks	or	cracks.[15]	If	your	clay	creation	isn’t	cured	all	the	way,	stick	it	back	in	the	oven	and	bake	it	again	like	before.	Advertisement	Thanks
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scorching	Download	Article	The	world	of	polymer	clay	is	truly	endless,	as	you	can	create	anything	from	beads	and	charms	to	sculptures	and	mugs,	and	all	it	takes	to	finish	a	project	is	a	bit	of	baking.	But	how	long	do	you	bake	polymer	clay	for?	What	temperature	should	the	oven	be	at?	Can	you	use	a	toaster	oven?	In	this	article,	we’ll	walk	you	through
the	process	of	baking	clay	in	an	oven	step-by-step.	With	our	help,	you’ll	have	your	polymer	clay	masterpiece	cured	and	ready	in	no	time!	Preheat	a	conventional	or	toaster	oven	to	275	°F	(135	°C)	or	to	the	temperature	listed	on	the	back	of	the	clay’s	packaging.	Place	polymer	clay	pieces	on	a	ceramic	tile	and	under	an	aluminum	pan	or	sheet	of
parchment	paper	while	baking	to	ensure	that	the	heat	is	evenly	distributed.	Bake	the	polymer	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness	to	avoid	burning	your	piece.	1	Preheat	your	oven	according	to	the	clay’s	instructions.	The	type	of	clay	you’re	using	will	determine	the	oven's	temperature,	so	always	refer	to	the	package
instructions.	Usually,	Cernit,	Fimo,	Premo,	Sculpey,	and	Souffle	clay	bakes	at	275	°F	(135	°C).	Bake	Kato	clay	at	300	°F	(149	°C)	and	bake	Pardo	clay	at	325	°F	(163	°C).[1]	Before	baking	your	clay,	open	windows	to	allow	any	fumes	to	escape	your	kitchen.	2	Place	a	piece	of	paper	on	top	of	a	ceramic	tile	inside	an	aluminum	pan.[2]	Pick	up	2
rectangular	aluminum	pans	from	your	local	grocery	store	or	supermarket	that	are	deep	enough	to	fit	your	clay	inside.	Place	one	of	the	pans	on	a	flat	surface	and	center	a	piece	of	ceramic	tile	in	the	bottom	of	it.	Then,	lay	a	piece	of	copy	paper	or	parchment	paper	on	top	of	the	tile.[3]	The	ceramic	tile	helps	to	stabilize	the	temperature	inside	the	pans,
and	the	paper	protects	the	clay	from	the	glaze	on	the	tile.[4]	If	you	don’t	have	ceramic	tile,	that’s	okay.	Line	a	flat	baking	sheet	with	parchment	paper	instead.	Just	be	aware	that	the	clay	may	not	harden	as	evenly.	Keeping	the	project	covered	protects	it	from	the	heat,	avoids	scorching,	and	contains	fumes.[5]	Advertisement	3	Set	your	project	on	top	of
the	paper	and	cover	it	with	the	other	pan.	Carefully	center	your	project	on	top	of	the	paper	and	tile.	Then,	flip	the	other	pan	over	and	use	it	as	a	lid	to	cover	the	project.	Place	2	metal	binder	clips	on	opposite	sides	of	the	pans	to	secure	them	together.[6]	If	you	can’t	find	an	aluminum	pan	that’s	large	enough,	cover	a	roasting	pan	with	aluminum	foil
instead.	If	you’re	baking	clay	without	a	ceramic	tile,	place	your	project	on	parchment	paper	and	cover	it	with	an	aluminum	pan.	Make	sure	to	use	metal	binder	clips,	not	the	kind	coated	in	plastic,	which	would	melt	in	your	oven.[7]	4	Bake	the	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.	Place	the	pans	inside	the	oven,	making	sure
they’re	centered	and	away	from	the	oven's	walls	and	heating	elements.	The	clay	type	and	the	sculpture's	thickness	determine	the	baking	time,	so	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	As	a	general	rule,	aim	for	30-45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.[8]	For	instance,	if	the	piece	is	1.75	inches	(4.4	cm)	thick,	bake	it	for	3.5	to	5.25	hours.	Make	a
few	test	projects	to	find	the	perfect	temperature	and	time	for	pieces	of	varying	thicknesses,	or	bake	another	project	alongside	your	clay	creation	to	use	as	a	test	breaker.	Polymer	clay	won’t	burn	when	baked	at	a	low	temperature,	so	don’t	be	afraid	to	leave	it	in	the	oven	for	a	little	longer.	5	Let	the	clay	cool	completely	for	30	to	60	minutes.	Remove	the
pans	from	the	oven	using	oven	mitts	and	carefully	transfer	the	project	to	a	heat-safe	surface.	Allow	the	clay	to	cool	completely,	which	can	take	between	30	and	60	minutes.	Bend	a	test	project	in	your	hands.	If	the	test	piece	flexes	before	it	breaks,	it’s	properly	cured!	If	the	piece	crumbles	and	breaks	easily,	it	needs	more	time	in	the	oven.[9]	If	you	think
your	creation	is	under-baked,	cure	it	in	the	oven	again	using	the	same	method	as	before.	Advertisement	1	Preheat	the	oven	to	265	°F	(129	°C)	or	to	the	temperature	in	the	clay’s	instructions.	Different	brands	of	clay	fuse	at	different	temperatures,	so	read	the	instructions	to	determine	the	correct	heat.	For	instance,	bake	Cernit,	Fimo,	Premo,	Sculpey,
and	Soufflé	clays	at	275	°F	(135	°C),	and	bake	Pardo	clays	at	325	°F	(163	°C).	Ensure	the	area	is	well-ventilated	so	the	fumes	can	escape.[10]	If	you’re	using	a	mix	of	different	clays	or	no	longer	have	the	instructions,	preheat	the	oven	to	265	°F	(129	°C).	The	clay	doesn’t	need	to	be	specifically	formulated	for	baking	in	a	toaster	oven;	following	the
directions	for	use	in	a	conventional	oven	gives	the	same	results.	Consider	using	a	separate	oven	thermometer	to	gauge	the	temperature	as	some	toaster	ovens	are	prone	to	spikes	and	dips	in	temperature.	Because	of	a	toaster	oven’s	small	size,	this	method	works	best	when	making	polymer	beads,	charms,	ornaments,	or	small	sculptures.	2	Place	a
ceramic	tile	covered	with	parchment	paper	on	a	baking	tray.	Carefully	lay	a	ceramic	plate	or	tile	on	top	of	a	toaster	oven	baking	tray.	The	ceramic	tile	helps	evenly	distribute	the	heat	around	your	clay.	If	the	ceramic	is	glazed,	cover	it	with	a	piece	of	parchment	paper	or	copy	paper.[11]	If	you	don’t	have	a	ceramic	tile,	no	worries!	Bake	your	clay
directly	on	the	parchment-lined	baking	sheet	(just	know	that	the	clay	won’t	bake	as	evenly).	3	Put	your	clay	on	the	tile,	and	cover	it	with	“tented”	parchment	paper.	Carefully	arrange	your	clay	pieces	on	top	of	the	paper	and	tile.	Fold	a	piece	of	parchment	paper	in	half	to	create	a	crease,	then	place	it	on	top	of	the	clay	so	it	forms	a	“tent.”[12]	Double-
check	that	the	parchment	paper	isn’t	touching	the	heating	element	inside	the	toaster	oven;	otherwise,	a	fire	could	start.	This	tent-like	structure	prevents	heat	from	scorching	and	burning	the	clay	as	it	bakes.	4	Bake	the	clay	for	30	to	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.	Slide	the	baking	tray	with	the	tile	and	clay	inside	the	toaster	oven.	The
brand	and	thickness	of	the	clay	affect	the	baking	time,	so	refer	to	the	package	instructions.	Generally,	aim	to	bake	the	clay	between	30	and	45	minutes	per	1⁄4	inch	(0.64	cm)	of	thickness.[13]	For	instance,	if	the	clay	piece	is	2.5	inches	(6.4	cm)	thick,	bake	it	for	5	to	7.5	hours.	Try	baking	several	test	pieces	of	varying	thicknesses	before	baking	your
creation	to	help	you	find	the	best	baking	temperature	and	time.	If	the	clay	is	covered,	it	shouldn’t	burn	even	if	you	leave	it	in	the	oven	for	hours.	Keep	in	mind	that	it’s	better	to	bake	the	clay	longer	than	the	instructions	say	to	ensure	the	piece	is	fully	cured.	5	Remove	the	clay	and	let	it	cool	for	30	to	60	minutes.	When	the	time	is	up,	use	oven	mitts	to
carefully	remove	the	tray	from	the	oven.	Transfer	your	clay	creation	to	a	heat-safe	surface,	then	allow	it	to	cool	completely,	which	may	take	between	30	and	60	minutes	before	handling	it.[14]	The	best	way	to	tell	if	polymer	clay	is	fully	baked	is	to	try	to	break	one	of	your	test	pieces.	Fully	baked	polymer	clay	will	bend	before	it	breaks	or	cracks.[15]	If
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and	temperature	for	polymer	clay."	Share	your	story	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links.	Air	dry	clay	is	a	fantastic	tool	for	creating	fun,	unique	pieces	for	any	room.	It’s	fairly	easy	to	sculpt	and	can	then	be	left	in	a	safe	place	to	fully	dry	and	harden	into	its	intended	shape.	The	downside	is	that	the	air	drying	process	takes	much	longer	than	a	quick
bake,	so	if	you	are	under	a	time	crunch,	could	you	bake	air-dry	clay?		You	can	bake	air-dry	clay.	While	not	typically	recommended,	it	is	possible	to	bake	air-dry	clay	if	you	follow	the	correct	process	and	a	few	simple	safety	measures.		We	will	explain	the	correct	process	for	baking	air-dried	clay	and	discuss	the	differences	between	typical	baking	clay	and
air-dried	clay.	Read	on,	and	you’ll	be	ready	for	your	next	creative	clay	project!		To	bake	air-dry	clay,	you	will	need:	A	baking	sheet	Parchment	paper		Your	clay	project	A	conventional	oven	Starting	with	a	cold	oven,	complete	the	following	steps:	Line	the	baking	sheet	with	parchment	paper.	Place	your	clay	project	on	top	of	the	paper.	Place	the	baking
sheet	with	your	project	in	the	oven.	Preheat	the	oven	to	200°F	(93°C)		Immediately	set	a	timer	for	20	minutes	(do	not	wait	for	the	oven	to	preheat	before	setting	the	timer).	Turn	off	the	oven.	Leave	the	project	in	the	oven	until	both	the	oven	and	project	have	fully	cooled.		Before	baking	your	first	air-dry	clay	project,	take	a	minute	to	review	these
important	notes!	Never	put	your	project	into	a	hot	oven.	It	is	very	important	to	make	sure	the	oven	is	turned	off	and	completely	cold	before	putting	your	project	inside.	Going	from	room	temperature	to	200°F	(93°C)	too	quickly	can	result	in	cracked	clay,	so	be	sure	to	allow	the	project	to	slowly	heat	up	with	the	oven.		Do	not	wait	for	the	oven	to	preheat
before	starting	the	timer.	The	timer	should	be	set	as	soon	as	your	project	goes	into	the	cold	oven.	The	preheating	time	is	included	in	the	20-minute	timer.	Leaving	your	project	in	the	oven	for	20	minutes	after	the	preheating	process	is	complete	could	result	in	severe	cracking,	brittleness,	or	burning.		Allow	the	project	and	the	oven	to	completely	cool
before	removing.	Once	the	timer	is	up,	turn	the	oven	off,	but	do	not	remove	your	project.	Going	from	200°F	(93°C)	to	room	temperature	too	quickly	can	have	the	same	effect	as	the	reverse	(cracking,	brittleness,	breakage),	so	take	care	to	allow	your	project	to	fully	cool	before	removing.	Review	the	manufacturer’s	label	before	baking.	Some	air-dry
clays	will	have	baking	instructions	included	in	their	packaging,	while	others	will	explicitly	warn	you	against	baking	the	air-dry	clay.		Always	line	the	baking	sheet	with	parchment	paper.	Your	clay	should	never	touch	the	same	surfaces	you	use	to	prepare	food,	so	be	sure	to	line	your	baking	sheet	or	tray	with	parchment	paper	and	thoroughly	clean	them
when	finished.		When	creating	with	clay,	there	are	many	different	mediums	to	choose	from.	One	of	the	most	common	oven-baked	clays	is	polymer	clay.	When	comparing	the	composition	of	air-dry	and	oven-baked	polymer	clay,	there	are	several	notable	differences.		Air-dry	clay	is	an	easy-to-use	clay	developed	by	Crayola.	It	is	incredibly	convenient	due
to	its	ability	to	be	sculpted,	fully	formed,	and	dried	without	the	use	of	a	kiln.	Kilns	are	quite	large	and	fairly	expensive,	making	them	unrealistic	for	some	hobby	crafters.		Because	of	its	natural	moisture	content,	air-dry	clay	will	harden	when	exposed	to	air	for	long	periods	(often	2	to	3	days).	When	storing	air-dry	clay,	you’ll	want	to	keep	it	completely
sealed	in	order	to	prevent	it	from	drying	out	unintentionally.		As	it	dries,	air-dry	clay	tends	to	slightly	shrink	in	size,	so	don’t	be	surprised	if	your	project	turns	out	a	little	smaller	than	the	original	mold.	This	clay	is	ideal	for	beginners	and	children	because	of	its	pliability	and	inexpensive	price	tag.		Air-dry	clay	is	made	up	of	clay	and	glue.	Even	after
thoroughly	drying,	it	is	important	to	note	that	this	type	of	clay	is	not	waterproof	and	can	be	softened	if	it	comes	into	contact	with	water.	Be	mindful	when	choosing	the	clay	medium	for	your	project	to	only	choose	air-dry	clay	if	you	know	your	project	will	not	be	regularly	exposed	to	water	like	a	flower	pot	or	an	outdoor	statue.		For	a	charming	and
simple	air-dry-clay-friendly	project,	check	out	my	other	post	on	this	DIY	Mini	Wall	Shelf!	This	sweet,	no-nails-required	shelf	is	perfect	for	beginners.	Polymer	clay	is	becoming	increasingly	common	in	the	world	of	crafting,	often	used	for	jewelry,	beads,	buttons,	and	decorative	home	pieces.	This	clay	is	not	a	traditional,	natural	clay.	It	is	a	man-made
material	composed	of	plastic	and	polyvinyl	chloride,	also	known	as	PVC.		This	clay	medium	is	excellent	because	it	can	be	baked	in	your	home	oven	with	ease	and	will	not	lose	its	shape	or	size	as	it	dries.	Depending	on	the	brand	of	clay,	your	project	typically	needs	to	bake	for	about	15	minutes	per	¼	inch	(6	mm)	of	thickness.	When	compared	to	air-dry
clay,	this	is	clearly	a	more	time-efficient	option.		Once	baked,	polymer	clay	becomes	hard	and	reasonably	durable,	not	nearly	as	fragile	as	its	air-dry	clay	counterpart.	Oven-baked	polymer	clay	conveniently	stays	pliable,	even	when	exposed	to	air.	Because	of	this,	you	have	plenty	of	time	to	get	your	sculpture	just	right	without	worrying	about	it
beginning	to	harden	or	change	its	texture.		Just	getting	started	with	using	air	dry	clay?	I	share	my	most	effective	air	clay	techniques	for	beginners	in	my	ultimate	how-to	guide.	Technically,	you	can	bake	air-dry	clay,	but	it	is	not	always	recommended.	When	you	oven-bake	air-dry	clay,	you	put	your	project	at	risk	of	cracking,	breakage,	and	even
burning.		However,	if	you	follow	the	outlined	process	for	baking	air-dry	clay,	you	can	successfully	speed	up	the	drying	process	using	your	home	oven!	When	working	with	clay,	one	of	the	most	important	things	to	know	is	how	long	it	takes	for	air	drying	clay	to	harden.	This	will	help	you	determine	when	your	project	is	finished	and	ready	to	be	displayed
or	used.	In	this	guide,	we	will	discuss	the	different	factors	that	can	affect	how	long	it	takes	for	air	drying	clay	to	harden,	as	well	as	some	tips	on	speeding	up	the	process.	Let’s	get	started!	The	amount	of	time	it	takes	for	air	drying	clay	to	harden	can	vary	depending	on	a	number	of	factors,	including	the	type	of	clay,	the	humidity	level,	and	the
temperature.	Generally	speaking,	though,	air	drying	clay	will	take	anywhere	from	24-48	hours	to	fully	dry	and	harden.	If	you	need	your	project	to	dry	more	quickly,	you	can	try	some	ideas	below.	However,	be	careful	not	to	overheat	the	clay,	as	this	can	cause	it	to	become	brittle	and	crack.	People	often	wonder	if	they	can	bake	air-dry	clay	in	the	oven.
The	answer	is	yes,	you	can!	However,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	keep	in	mind.	First,	make	sure	your	clay	is	oven-safe.	Not	all	air-dry	clays	are	meant	to	be	baked,	so	check	the	packaging	before	you	start.	Second,	preheat	your	oven	to	the	temperature	specified	by	the	clay	manufacturer.	Do	not	exceed	this	temperature,	or	you	may	damage	your
clay	or	your	oven.	Finally,	bake	your	clay	for	the	recommended	amount	of	time.	Again,	check	the	packaging	for	guidance.	Overbaking	can	cause	your	clay	to	become	brittle	and	crack.	By	following	these	tips,	you	can	safely	bake	air-dry	clay	in	your	oven.	Have	fun	experimenting	with	different	colors	and	textures!	We	will	discuss	tips	that	will	help	speed
up	the	drying	process.	So,	get	ready	to	create	some	amazing	projects	with	air	dry	clay!	One	of	the	easiest	ways	to	make	air	dry	clay	dry	faster	is	to	use	a	hair	dryer.	Simply	point	the	hair	dryer	at	the	clay	and	blow	on	it	for	a	few	seconds.	This	will	help	speed	up	the	drying	process!	If	you	want	to	make	your	air	dry	clay	project	even	faster,	then	try
baking	it	in	the	oven.	This	will	help	it	to	completely	dry	in	just	a	few	minutes!	Just	be	sure	to	follow	the	instructions	that	came	with	your	air	dry	clay,	as	each	type	may	have	different	baking	instructions.	Another	way	to	make	air	dry	clay	dry	faster	is	to	use	a	dehumidifier.	This	will	help	remove	the	moisture	from	the	air,	which	will	in	turn	helps	speed	up
the	drying	process.	If	you	have	a	heating	pad,	then	you	can	use	it	to	make	air	dry	clay	dry	faster.	Simply	place	the	clay	on	top	of	the	heating	pad	and	let	it	heat	up	for	a	few	minutes.	This	will	help	to	evaporate	any	excess	water	and	speed	up	the	drying	process.	One	of	the	best	ways	to	speed	up	the	drying	time	of	air	dry	clay	is	to	use	a	dehydrator.	If
you	have	one,	simply	place	the	clay	on	the	trays	and	turn	it	on.	The	dehydrator	will	heat	the	air	around	the	clay,	causing	it	to	dry	faster.	Another	way	to	dry	air	dry	clay	quickly	is	by	using	a	fan.	Place	the	clay	on	a	tray	and	point	a	fan	at	it.	Turn	the	fan	on	high	and	move	it	back	and	forth	across	the	surface	of	the	clay.	You	should	see	a	difference	in
drying	time	when	using	this	method.	When	using	a	heat	gun	to	dry	clay,	you	want	to	make	sure	that	the	gun	is	set	on	low	or	medium	heat.	If	you	set	it	on	high,	you	could	end	up	damaging	your	clay	pieces.	Start	by	pointing	the	gun	at	the	piece	of	clay	and	moving	it	around	in	a	circular	motion.	You’ll	want	to	keep	doing	this	until	the	piece	is	completely
dry.	It’s	important	to	note	that	different	types	of	clays	will	take	different	amounts	of	time	to	dry.	So	be	patient	and	take	your	time!	If	you	need	to	make	air	dry	clay	dry	faster,	you	can	try	microwaving	it.	Start	by	heating	the	clay	for	about	30	seconds.	If	it’s	not	completely	dry,	continue	heating	it	in	increments	of	30	seconds	until	it	is	fully	dried.	Make
sure	to	keep	an	eye	on	it	while	it’s	in	the	microwave,	as	it	can	easily	overheat	and	become	damaged.	There	are	a	few	different	accelerators	that	you	can	use	to	make	air	dry	clay	dry	faster.	One	is	Epsom	salts,	which	you	can	add	to	the	clay	before	you	start	shaping	it.	Another	is	white	vinegar,	which	you	can	add	either	to	the	water	used	to	mix	the	clay
or	directly	to	the	finished	project.	Finally,	there	is	alcohol,	which	you	can	apply	with	a	paintbrush	after	your	project	has	been	completed.	Experiment	with	different	accelerators	until	you	find	one	that	works	best	for	you.	If	you’re	looking	to	paint	your	air	dry	clay,	check	out	our	article	on	the	best	air	dry	clay	paints.	If	you	want	to	freeze	dry	your	clay,
you	will	need	a	food	dehydrator	and	some	freezer	space.	Preheat	the	food	dehydrator	to	95	degrees	Fahrenheit	and	dry	the	clay	for	12	hours.	Once	it	is	completely	dried,	place	it	in	a	Ziploc	bag	and	freeze	it	for	24	hours.	If	you	don’t	have	access	to	any	of	the	other	methods,	you	can	use	a	clay	desiccant	to	dry	your	clay.	Just	make	sure	that	the
desiccant	is	completely	dry	before	using	it.	Add	the	desiccant	to	a	container	with	the	clay	and	let	it	sit	for	24-48	hours.	Rice	drying	is	a	simple	way	to	dry	small	pieces	of	clay.	All	you	need	is	some	rice	and	a	container.	Place	the	rice	in	the	container	and	cover	it	with	clay.	Shake	the	container	every	few	hours	so	that	the	rice	can	evenly	absorb	moisture



from	the	clay.	If	you	don’t	have	access	to	any	of	the	other	methods,	you	can	use	a	clay	desiccant	to	dry	your	clay.	Just	make	sure	that	the	desiccant	is	completely	dry	before	using	it.	Add	the	desiccant	to	a	container	with	the	clay	and	let	it	sit	for	24-48	hours.	If	you	want	to	use	a	silicone	mat	to	dry	your	clay,	make	sure	to	place	it	on	a	non-stick	surface.
Place	the	clay	on	top	of	the	silicone	mat	and	let	it	air	dry.	Make	sure	to	check	on	it	regularly	so	that	it	does	not	stick	or	crumble.	If	you	have	a	clay	gun,	you	can	use	that	to	dry	your	clay.	Place	the	clay	in	the	gun	and	squeeze	it	out.	It	can	take	anywhere	from	a	few	minutes	to	an	hour	for	the	clay	to	fully	dry	this	way.	Finally,	one	of	the	easiest	ways	to
make	air	dry	clay	dry	faster	is	to	put	it	in	direct	sunlight.	The	sun’s	rays	will	help	evaporate	any	excess	water	and	speed	up	the	drying	process.	So,	if	you	have	a	sunny	day,	then	be	sure	to	take	advantage	of	it	and	set	your	air	dry	clay	projects	in	the	sun!	–	Make	sure	your	clay	is	in	a	thin	layer	when	using	the	oven	or	the	fan.	If	it’s	too	thick,	it	will	take
longer	to	dry.	–	Keep	an	eye	on	the	clay	while	it’s	drying.	Burnt	clay	won’t	be	usable.	–	Don’t	use	these	methods	if	your	clay	is	already	quite	dry.	It	won’t	make	a	significant	difference	in	the	drying	time	and	you	could	end	up	damaging	the	clay.	When	working	with	any	type	of	clay,	it’s	important	to	understand	its	moisture	content.	The	water	in	the	clay
is	what	allows	it	to	be	molded	and	shaped.	However,	if	too	much	water	is	left	in	the	clay,	it	can	cause	the	pottery	to	warp	or	even	burst	while	it’s	being	fired.	Conversely,	if	the	clay	is	too	dry,	it	can	become	brittle	and	crack	when	fired.	So	how	do	you	know	when	your	clay	is	at	the	right	moisture	content?	There	are	a	few	things	you	can	look	for:	The
weight	of	the	wet	clay:	Clay	that	has	been	properly	kneaded	will	weigh	more	than	dry	clay	because	of	the	water	content.The	feel	of	the	wet	clay:	Clay	that	has	been	properly	kneaded	will	feel	smooth	and	slippery.The	sound	of	the	wet	clay:	Clay	that	has	been	properly	kneaded	will	make	a	squishy	noise	when	squeezed.The	appearance	of	the	wet	clay:
Clay	that	is	too	dry	will	look	dull	and	chalky,	while	clay	that	is	too	wet	will	be	sticky	and	shiny.	If	you’re	not	sure	whether	your	clay	is	at	the	right	moisture	content,	it’s	best	to	test	it	before	beginning	your	pottery	project.	One	way	to	do	this	is	by	rolling	a	small	ball	of	clay	between	your	palms.	If	the	ball	stays	together	and	doesn’t	crumble,	then	the	clay
is	probably	at	the	correct	moisture	content.	Another	way	to	test	the	moisture	content	is	by	making	a	thin	slice	in	the	clay.	If	the	slice	curls	up	and	dries	quickly,	then	the	clay	is	too	dry.	If	the	slice	stays	wet	for	a	long	time,	then	the	clay	is	too	wet.	If	you’re	not	able	to	test	the	moisture	content	of	your	clay	before	beginning	your	project,	there	are	a	few
ways	to	tell	if	it’s	dry	enough	to	fire.	One	way	is	by	checking	the	color	of	the	clay.	Dry	clay	will	be	a	light	brown	or	yellow	color,	while	wetter	clays	will	be	darker	shades	of	green	or	blue.	Another	way	to	check	for	dryness	is	by	feeling	the	texture	of	the	clay.	Dryer	clays	will	feel	firm	and	smooth,	while	wetter	clays	will	feel	sticky	and	soft.	Once	you’ve
determined	that	your	clay	is	dry	enough	to	fire,	it’s	important	to	make	sure	that	it’s	in	the	correct	shape.	If	you’re	working	with	a	pottery	wheel,	be	sure	to	center	the	clay	before	throwing	it.	If	you’re	hand-building,	use	a	mold	or	slump	bottle	to	help	give	your	pottery	its	desired	shape.	If	at	any	time	you	think	your	clay	is	too	wet	or	too	dry,	don’t
hesitate	to	adjust	the	moisture	content	by	adding	more	water	or	drying	agent.	By	understanding	how	to	judge	the	moisture	content	of	your	clay,	you	can	create	beautiful	and	durable	pots	that	will	last	for	years.	There	are	a	few	different	ways	that	you	can	seal	air	dry	clay,	depending	on	what	you’re	using	it	for.	If	you’re	looking	to	just	protect	the	clay
from	drying	out,	you	can	use	a	clear	acrylic	sealer.	For	more	durability,	you	can	use	mod	podge	or	another	type	of	waterproof	sealer.	And	if	you’re	looking	to	get	a	smooth,	glossy	finish,	you	can	use	a	epoxy	resin.	Read	on	for	more	information	about	each	of	these	methods.	The	simplest	way	to	seal	air	dry	clay	is	with	a	clear	acrylic	sealer.	This	will	help
to	keep	the	clay	from	drying	out	and	cracking,	but	won’t	provide	any	extra	durability.	It’s	a	good	option	if	you’re	just	using	the	clay	for	decorative	purposes.	To	seal	the	clay	with	acrylic	sealer,	just	apply	a	coat	or	two	to	the	surface	and	let	it	dry	completely.	Be	sure	to	follow	the	instructions	on	the	sealer	bottle,	since	some	types	require	you	to	wait	for
them	to	dry	before	applying	another	coat.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	bit	more	durability,	you	can	use	mod	podge	to	seal	air	dry	clay.	Mod	podge	is	a	type	of	decoupage	adhesive	that’s	both	waterproof	and	durable.	It	gives	a	nice	glossy	finish	to	the	clay	as	well.	To	seal	the	clay	with	mod	podge,	just	apply	a	thin	coat	to	the	surface	and	let	it	dry	completely.	If
you	want	a	thicker	coat,	you	can	apply	additional	layers.	Be	sure	to	let	each	layer	dry	completely	before	adding	the	next.	For	the	strongest	seal	and	a	glossy	finish,	you	can	use	epoxy	resin.	This	is	a	two-part	adhesive	that	cures	to	a	hard,	waterproof	finish.	It’s	often	used	for	coating	countertops	and	other	surfaces.	To	use	epoxy	resin	on	air	dry	clay,	mix
together	equal	parts	of	the	resin	and	hardener.	Then,	just	apply	it	to	the	surface	of	the	clay	and	let	it	cure	according	to	the	instructions.	Once	it’s	cured,	your	clay	will	be	waterproof	and	very	strong.	And	that’s	how	you	make	air	dry	clay	dry	faster!	By	following	these	tips,	you’ll	be	able	to	create	amazing	projects	in	no	time	at	all!	So,	what	are	you
waiting	for?	Get	creative	and	start	using	air	dry	clay	today!


