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How	long	are	emissions	tests	good	for

An	emissions	test	certificate	is	a	document	that	verifies	that	a	vehicle	has	passed	an	emissions	test.	It	confirms	that	the	vehicle’s	pollution	levels	are	within	the	acceptable	limits	set	by	local	regulatory	bodies.	How	long	does	an	emissions	test	certificate	last?	The	validity	of	an	emissions	test	certificate	varies	from	jurisdiction	to	jurisdiction.	In	most
places,	the	certificate	is	valid	for	a	specific	period,	usually	between	one	and	two	years.	However,	it	is	essential	to	check	the	specific	regulations	in	your	area	to	determine	the	exact	duration	of	validity.	Why	is	the	emissions	test	certificate	valid	for	a	limited	period?	The	validity	duration	is	determined	by	local	authorities	to	ensure	that	vehicles	are
regularly	inspected	and	that	their	emissions	remain	within	the	acceptable	limits.	By	requiring	periodic	testing,	regulators	can	monitor	and	control	pollution	levels	to	protect	the	environment	and	public	health.	What	happens	if	my	emissions	test	certificate	expires?	Driving	a	vehicle	with	an	expired	emissions	test	certificate	can	result	in	penalties.
Authorities	may	issue	tickets,	fines,	or	even	suspend	your	vehicle	registration	until	you	obtain	a	valid	certificate.	It	is	crucial	to	keep	track	of	the	expiration	date	and	schedule	a	new	test	before	the	current	certificate	expires.	How	can	I	find	the	expiration	date	of	my	emissions	test	certificate?	The	expiration	date	is	typically	printed	on	the	emissions	test
certificate	itself.	If	you	cannot	find	it	or	have	misplaced	the	certificate,	contact	your	local	licensing	office,	inspection	station,	or	the	department	responsible	for	emissions	testing	in	your	area.	Is	it	possible	to	extend	the	validity	of	an	emissions	test	certificate?	In	many	places,	it	is	not	possible	to	extend	the	validity	of	an	emissions	test	certificate.	The
vehicle	must	undergo	a	new	emissions	test	to	obtain	a	new	certificate.	However,	it	is	always	best	to	consult	local	regulations	to	determine	if	any	exceptions	or	extensions	apply	in	your	area.	Can	I	sell	a	vehicle	with	an	expired	emissions	test	certificate?	Selling	a	vehicle	with	an	expired	emissions	test	certificate	can	be	challenging.	Most	buyers	will
expect	a	valid	certificate	before	completing	the	purchase.	To	maximize	your	chances	of	selling,	it	is	prudent	to	obtain	a	new	certificate	before	advertising	the	vehicle.	Can	I	get	my	emissions	test	certificate	before	it	expires?	Yes,	it	is	possible	to	get	your	emissions	test	certificate	before	the	current	one	expires.	Scheduling	an	emissions	test	a	few	weeks
or	months	before	the	expiration	date	can	help	ensure	that	you	remain	compliant,	avoiding	any	last-minute	rush	or	potential	penalties.	In	conclusion,	the	length	of	validity	for	an	emissions	test	certificate	varies	depending	on	your	local	regulations.	Most	certificates	are	valid	for	one	to	two	years,	after	which	a	new	test	is	required.	It	is	crucial	to	comply
with	emission	testing	requirements	to	keep	your	vehicle	legally	registered	and	to	contribute	to	reducing	pollution	levels.	Remember	to	check	the	expiration	date	of	your	certificate,	schedule	tests	in	advance,	and	always	consult	local	regulations	for	specific	information.	Safe	driving	and	responsible	emissions	testing	make	our	roads	cleaner	and	our
environment	healthier	for	everyone.	How	helpful	was	this	article?	This	page	has	been	viewed	61	times	Article	Content	The	duration	of	an	emissions	test	can	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	test	and	the	specific	requirements	of	your	state	or	region.	On	average,	a	typical	emissions	test	takes	about	15	to	30	minutes	to	complete.	This	timeframe	includes
the	time	needed	for	the	technician	to	connect	the	vehicle	to	the	testing	equipment,	run	the	necessary	diagnostic	checks,	and	record	the	results.On-Board	Diagnostics	(OBD)	Test:	One	of	the	most	common	types	of	emissions	tests	is	the	On-Board	Diagnostics	(OBD)	test.	This	test	is	generally	quicker,	often	taking	around	10	to	15	minutes.	The	OBD	test
involves	connecting	a	scanner	to	the	vehicle's	diagnostic	port	to	check	for	any	fault	codes	and	ensure	that	the	emissions	control	systems	are	functioning	properly.Dynamometer	Test:	For	more	comprehensive	testing,	a	dynamometer	test	may	be	required.	This	type	of	test	involves	running	the	vehicle	on	a	treadmill-like	device	while	the	emissions	are
measured.	The	dynamometer	test	can	take	longer,	typically	around	20	to	30	minutes,	as	it	simulates	real-world	driving	conditions	and	provides	a	more	detailed	analysis	of	the	vehicle's	emissions.It's	important	to	note	that	the	actual	testing	time	can	be	influenced	by	factors	such	as	the	age	of	the	vehicle,	the	complexity	of	the	emissions	system,	and	the
efficiency	of	the	testing	facility.	Some	states	may	have	additional	requirements	or	more	rigorous	testing	procedures,	which	can	extend	the	testing	time.	However,	most	emissions	tests	are	designed	to	be	completed	within	a	reasonable	timeframe	to	minimize	inconvenience	for	the	vehicle	owner.Understanding	the	Validity	Period	of	an	Emissions
TestThe	validity	period	of	an	emissions	test	is	a	crucial	aspect	to	understand	for	vehicle	owners,	as	it	directly	impacts	the	compliance	and	legal	status	of	your	vehicle.	Typically,	the	validity	period	varies	by	state	and	vehicle	type,	but	most	regions	require	an	emissions	test	to	be	conducted	annually	or	biennially.	It's	essential	to	check	your	local
regulations	to	ensure	you	stay	compliant	and	avoid	any	penalties	or	fines.For	instance,	in	states	like	California,	which	have	stringent	emissions	standards,	the	validity	period	for	an	emissions	test	is	usually	one	year.	This	means	that	after	passing	the	test,	your	vehicle	will	be	compliant	for	12	months,	after	which	you	must	undergo	another	test.	In
contrast,	states	with	less	stringent	regulations	might	have	a	validity	period	of	two	years.	Always	refer	to	your	state's	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV)	website	for	the	most	accurate	and	up-to-date	information.See	also		What	did	AutoZone	used	to	be	called?It's	also	important	to	note	that	the	validity	period	can	be	affected	by	various	factors,	such	as
the	age	of	your	vehicle,	its	fuel	type,	and	any	modifications	you	have	made.	For	example,	vehicles	that	are	older	or	have	been	modified	may	need	to	undergo	more	frequent	emissions	tests.	Additionally,	if	your	vehicle	fails	an	emissions	test,	the	validity	period	is	reset,	and	you	will	need	to	pass	a	retest	before	your	vehicle	can	be	considered	compliant
again.To	ensure	your	vehicle	remains	compliant,	it's	a	good	practice	to	keep	a	record	of	your	emissions	test	results	and	the	date	of	your	next	required	test.	Many	states	offer	reminders	or	notifications	to	help	you	stay	on	track.	By	staying	informed	and	proactive,	you	can	avoid	the	inconvenience	and	potential	costs	associated	with	an	expired	emissions
test.Factors	Affecting	the	Duration	of	an	Emissions	Test	ValidityThe	duration	of	an	emissions	test	validity	can	vary	based	on	several	key	factors,	each	of	which	plays	a	crucial	role	in	determining	how	long	the	test	results	remain	valid.	One	of	the	primary	factors	is	the	type	of	vehicle	being	tested.	Different	states	and	regions	have	specific	regulations	for
various	vehicle	types,	such	as	passenger	cars,	trucks,	and	motorcycles.	For	instance,	some	states	may	require	annual	emissions	tests	for	all	vehicles,	while	others	may	have	biennial	testing	requirements	for	certain	categories	of	vehicles.Another	significant	factor	is	the	state	or	regional	regulations.	Each	state	has	its	own	set	of	rules	and	guidelines
regarding	emissions	testing.	Some	states	have	stringent	emissions	standards	and	may	require	more	frequent	testing,	while	others	have	more	lenient	requirements.	It's	essential	to	check	the	specific	regulations	in	your	area	to	understand	the	validity	period	for	your	emissions	test.	Additionally,	changes	in	state	laws	can	also	affect	the	duration	of	the
test	validity,	so	staying	informed	is	crucial.The	condition	of	the	vehicle	is	another	critical	factor.	Vehicles	that	are	well-maintained	and	in	good	working	condition	are	more	likely	to	pass	emissions	tests	and	have	a	longer	validity	period.	Regular	maintenance,	such	as	oil	changes,	spark	plug	replacements,	and	air	filter	cleanings,	can	help	ensure	that
your	vehicle	remains	compliant	with	emissions	standards.	Conversely,	vehicles	that	are	not	well-maintained	may	fail	emissions	tests	more	frequently,	leading	to	shorter	validity	periods	and	the	need	for	more	frequent	retesting.See	also		How	Much	Does	a	Tune-Up	Cost	at	a	Dealership?Lastly,	the	type	of	emissions	test	performed	can	also	influence	the
validity	period.	Some	states	offer	different	types	of	emissions	tests,	such	as	visual	inspections,	on-board	diagnostics	(OBD)	tests,	and	dynamometer	tests.	The	type	of	test	can	affect	the	duration	of	the	validity	period,	with	more	comprehensive	tests	often	resulting	in	longer	validity	periods.	For	example,	a	dynamometer	test,	which	simulates	driving
conditions,	may	have	a	longer	validity	period	compared	to	a	simpler	visual	inspection.State-Specific	Regulations	on	Emissions	Test	ValidityEmissions	testing	regulations	vary	significantly	from	state	to	state,	reflecting	each	jurisdiction's	unique	environmental	concerns	and	legislative	priorities.	In	states	like	California,	which	are	known	for	their
stringent	environmental	policies,	emissions	tests	must	be	conducted	annually	and	often	include	more	rigorous	inspection	criteria	compared	to	other	regions.	For	instance,	California's	Smog	Check	Program	is	designed	to	ensure	that	vehicles	meet	strict	emission	standards,	with	tests	typically	required	every	two	years	or	when	a	vehicle	changes
ownership.In	contrast,	states	such	as	Texas	have	their	own	set	of	rules	under	the	Texas	Inspection	and	Maintenance	(I/M)	Program.	This	program	mandates	emissions	testing	for	certain	counties,	particularly	those	in	the	Dallas-Fort	Worth	and	Houston	areas,	where	air	quality	is	a	significant	concern.	Vehicles	in	these	regions	are	generally	required	to
undergo	emissions	testing	every	two	years,	but	the	specific	requirements	can	vary	based	on	the	vehicle's	age	and	type.	It's	important	for	residents	to	check	their	local	DMV	guidelines	to	stay	compliant.New	York	also	has	stringent	emissions	testing	requirements,	especially	in	the	New	York	City	metropolitan	area.	The	New	York	State	Department	of
Environmental	Conservation	(DEC)	oversees	the	emissions	testing	program,	which	includes	annual	inspections	for	most	vehicles.	The	test	covers	both	the	visual	inspection	of	emission	control	systems	and	the	on-board	diagnostic	(OBD)	system	check	to	ensure	the	vehicle	is	functioning	properly	and	meeting	emission	standards.Some	states,	like	Florida,
do	not	require	emissions	testing	at	all,	as	they	have	different	environmental	challenges	and	priorities.	However,	this	does	not	mean	that	vehicle	owners	can	ignore	maintenance;	many	still	choose	to	perform	regular	checks	to	ensure	their	vehicles	run	efficiently	and	reduce	environmental	impact.	For	states	without	mandatory	emissions	testing,	it's
advisable	to	stay	informed	about	any	voluntary	programs	or	incentives	that	might	be	available	to	encourage	cleaner	vehicle	operation.See	also		Standard	2	Car	Garage	Dimensions:	Typical	Size	&	LayoutTips	to	Ensure	Your	Emissions	Test	Remains	ValidEnsuring	your	emissions	test	remains	valid	is	crucial	for	maintaining	compliance	with
environmental	regulations	and	avoiding	unnecessary	fines	or	complications.	One	of	the	primary	steps	is	to	follow	the	manufacturer's	recommended	maintenance	schedule.	Regular	maintenance,	such	as	oil	changes,	air	filter	replacements,	and	spark	plug	checks,	can	help	keep	your	vehicle	running	efficiently	and	reduce	the	risk	of	emissions	issues.	By
staying	on	top	of	these	routine	tasks,	you	can	prevent	small	problems	from	turning	into	major	issues	that	could	cause	your	emissions	test	to	fail.Another	important	tip	is	to	address	any	check	engine	lights	immediately.	A	lit	check	engine	light	often	indicates	a	problem	that	could	affect	your	vehicle's	emissions.	Ignoring	this	warning	can	lead	to	a	failed
emissions	test	and	more	significant	repairs	down	the	line.	If	the	check	engine	light	comes	on,	take	your	vehicle	to	a	trusted	mechanic	to	diagnose	and	fix	the	issue	as	soon	as	possible.	This	proactive	approach	can	save	you	time	and	money	in	the	long	run.Before	heading	to	the	emissions	testing	center,	ensure	your	vehicle	is	properly	warmed	up.	A	cold
engine	can	produce	higher	emissions,	which	might	cause	your	test	to	fail.	Drive	your	vehicle	for	at	least	10-15	minutes	to	bring	it	to	its	optimal	operating	temperature.	This	will	help	ensure	that	the	catalytic	converter	and	other	emission	control	systems	are	functioning	at	their	best	during	the	test.	Additionally,	check	your	fuel	cap	to	make	sure	it	is
securely	fastened	and	not	damaged.	A	loose	or	faulty	fuel	cap	can	lead	to	fuel	vapor	leaks,	which	can	also	cause	a	test	failure.Lastly,	avoid	using	fuel	additives	or	performance	enhancers	that	are	not	approved	by	the	vehicle	manufacturer.	While	these	products	might	claim	to	improve	performance	or	fuel	efficiency,	they	can	sometimes	interfere	with
your	vehicle's	emissions	control	systems.	Stick	to	high-quality,	manufacturer-recommended	fuel	and	additives	to	ensure	your	vehicle	meets	all	emissions	standards.	By	following	these	tips,	you	can	help	ensure	that	your	emissions	test	remains	valid	and	that	your	vehicle	continues	to	run	smoothly	and	efficiently.	4	minminute	to	readExplore	Progressive
Answers'	auto	editorial	guidelines	to	find	out	why	you	can	trust	the	car	insurance	information	you	find	here.Key	takeawaysEmissions	tests	are	required	by	most	states	to	ensure	your	car	meets	your	state's	legal	greenhouse	gas	and	pollutant	limitsIf	you	fail	an	emissions	test,	fix	the	issues	and	get	it	re-checked	so	you	can	maintain	your	vehicle
registration	and	insurance	coverage	Emissions	tests	may	check	the	levels	of	any	or	all	the	following	in	your	exhaust:	Benzene	Carbon	dioxide	Carbon	monoxide	Hydrocarbons	Nitrogen	oxides	Oxygen	Sulfur	dioxide	Some	of	these	emissions	are	checked	due	to	their	impact	on	human	health,	while	others	are	examined	due	to	their	impact	on	the
environment.	What	states	require	vehicle	emissions	testing?	30+	states	require	emissions	testing	for	cars,	and	exact	rules	vary	widely	by	state.	Some	states	only	require	testing	in	certain	areas	of	the	state,	including	certain	counties	and	metropolitan	areas.	Check	with	your	local	department	or	bureau	of	motor	vehicles	(DMV	or	BMV)	for	the	exact
rules	in	your	area.	California	has	implemented	the	strictest	laws	around	emissions	testing,	and	many	other	states	have	used	California	as	a	model	for	their	emissions	testing.	When	an	emissions	test	is	required,	it's	usually	tied	to	your	vehicle	registration	process.	When	you	need	to	renew	your	vehicle	registration,	part	of	that	renewal	notification	will
usually	include	a	reminder	that	you're	due	for	an	emissions	test.	How	often	your	vehicle	needs	an	emissions	test	will	vary	by	state,	county,	or	city.	Check	with	your	state's	DMV	or	BMV	to	see	how	often	you	need	to	test	your	vehicle	or	if	your	car	is	exempt	from	emissions	testing.	How	long	is	an	emissions	test	good	for?	The	exact	timeframe	varies	by
state,	but	an	emissions	test	will	typically	last	one	to	two	years.	Contact	your	DMV	or	BMV	to	find	out	how	long	an	e-check	is	good	for	in	your	state.	What	happens	if	your	car	fails	its	emissions	test?	A	failed	emissions	test	usually	means	your	car	needs	to	be	serviced	or	repaired	before	you	can	renew	your	registration	and	drive	it	legally.	You	may	have	a
grace	period	where	you	can	legally	drive	the	car	before	retaking	the	emissions	test.	What	causes	a	car	to	fail	an	emissions	test?	A	vehicle	may	fail	an	emissions	test	for	several	reasons,	including:Other	issues	that	could	cause	an	emissions	test	failure	include	problems	with	your	ignition,	fuel	injection	and	air	injection	systems,	and	faulty	sensors.	It's
important	to	get	these	issues	addressed	and	fixed	as	soon	as	possible.	What	if	you	fail	an	emissions	test	twice?	If	your	car	fails	an	emissions	test	more	than	once,	you	may	have	a	few	options	outside	of	continually	getting	it	repaired:	Economic	hardship:	In	some	cases,	you	may	apply	for	an	emissions	testing	extension	or	waiver	if	you're	unable	to	afford
the	necessary	repairs.	General	repair	cost	limits:	If	you've	already	spent	a	certain	amount	of	money	on	repairs	that	were	intended	to	address	a	failed	emissions	test	and	the	issue	isn't	fully	resolved,	you	may	be	able	to	apply	for	a	waiver.	Limits	on	specific	cars:	Some	DMVs	or	BMVs	may	grant	you	a	waiver	if	the	repair	cost	would	be	more	than	the
maximum	amount	allowed	for	your	car's	age,	make,	and	model.	Is	there	any	impact	to	insurance	if	a	car	fails	its	emissions	test?	If	your	car	fails	its	emissions	tests	and	you	can't	register	your	car	or	renew	its	registration,	you	likely	won't	qualify	for	insurance	coverage	—	that's	because	it	would	be	illegal	to	continue	driving	the	vehicle.	Emissions	checks
are	typically	required	to	renew	your	car's	registration,	and	your	car	must	be	registered	to	be	insured	and	legally	driven.	To	avoid	any	impact	to	your	insurance,	address	your	cars	emissions	issues,	and	get	it	re-checked	so	you	can	maintain	your	car's	registration.	Cars	have	become	an	essential	part	of	our	daily	lives,	but	they	also	contribute
significantly	to	air	pollution,	which	is	a	growing	concern	around	the	world.	To	ensure	that	cars	meet	specific	emissions	standards,	governments	around	the	world	require	drivers	to	undergo	car	emissions	tests.	But	what	exactly	is	a	car	emissions	test,	and	how	long	does	it	take?	It	is	essential	to	know	precisely	how	much	carbon	dioxide	and	other
pollutants	your	vehicle	is	emitting	before	getting	it	inspected	for	emissions.	Car	emissions	testing	ensures	that	they	fall	within	limits	set	by	your	state.	Usually,	your	car’s	onboard	diagnostics	port	(OBD2)	is	connected	to	a	testing	system	to	conduct	emissions	testing.	When	your	car	doesn’t	have	this	option,	the	testing	site	will	set	it	up	on	a
dynamometer	(basically	a	treadmill	for	your	car)	and	attach	a	sensor	to	the	tailpipe.	Emissions	testing	for	cars	is	mandatory	in	34	states,	and	the	regulations	vary	wildly	from	one	to	another.	Certain	counties	and	metropolitan	areas	of	certain	conditions	only	require	testing	in	some	regions	of	the	state.	Find	out	what	the	exact	rules	are	in	your	area	by
checking	with	your	local	DMV	or	BMV.	It	is	in	California	that	the	strictest	laws	surrounding	emissions	testing	have	been	implemented,	and	many	other	states	have	used	California	as	a	model	for	their	emissions	tests	in	the	past.	Emissions	tests	may	check	the	levels	of	any	or	all	of	the	following	in	your	exhaust:	benzene	(C6H6),	carbon	monoxide	(CO),
carbon	dioxide	(CO2),	hydrocarbons	(HC),	oxygen	(O2),	nitrogen	oxides	(NOx),	sulfur	dioxide	(SO2),	and	particulate	matter.	It	examines	which	emissions	are	harmful	to	human	health	and	which	emit	pollutants	that	impact	the	environment.	The	average	emission	test	takes	15	to	30	minutes.	Because	there	is	no	standard	federal	test	–	every	state	and
municipality	sets	its	requirements;	the	timing	will	vary	based	on	those	requirements.	A	more	significant	number	of	requirements	means	a	longer	turnaround	time.	Your	answer	is	likely	yes.	It	is	now	mandated	in	more	than	30	states	that	registered	vehicles	undergo	some	degree	of	testing.	Find	accurate	and	up-to-date	information	about	your	state’s
environmental	agency	if	you	are	unsure	what’s	currently	required.	You	usually	need	to	get	an	emissions	test	done	when	you	register	your	vehicle.	You	should	receive	a	reminder	about	an	emissions	test	when	you	renew	your	vehicle	registration.	Your	state,	county,	or	city	will	determine	how	frequently	you	must	have	your	vehicle	tested	for	emissions.
You	should	check	with	your	state’s	DMV	or	BMV	to	determine	if	your	car	is	exempt	from	emissions	testing	or	how	frequently	you	need	to	test	it.	States	vary	in	the	timeframe	they	require	emissions	tests,	but	they	usually	last	between	one	and	two	years.	You	can	find	out	more	by	contacting	your	department	or	the	Bureau	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV	or
BMV).	You	can	book	an	appointment	if	you	call	ahead	and	confirm	the	hours	the	emissions	testing	is	performed.	Make	sure	you	have	the	correct	documentation	with	you	when	you	go	for	your	emissions	tests.	You	may	need	different	things	depending	on	the	state,	but	these	are	what	you	typically	need:	An	official	registration	certificate	for	a	vehicle	An
inspection	report	from	prior	inspections	A	letter	from	the	department	responsible	for	your	city’s	or	state’s	emissions	testing	program	A	renewal	notice	may	be	in	the	mail,	eNotify,	or	email.	If	you	are	going	to	your	state’s	environmental	agency,	make	sure	to	inquire	about	the	required	documents	before	you	visit.	A	digital	port	called	OBD	II	(Onboard
Diagnostic	II)	is	located	near	the	steering	column	on	most	cars	(model	years	1996	and	newer).	If	there	are	any	Diagnostic	Trouble	Codes	(DTCs),	a	trained	technician	will	attach	a	diagnostic	device	to	the	OBD	port.		For	older	vehicles	or,	for	some	reason,	the	OBD	is	not	ready	to	test,	a	tailpipe	emissions	test	will	be	performed.	To	detect	emissions,	the
technician	is	going	to	insert	a	probe	into	the	tailpipe.		Additionally,	the	emission	control	system	of	your	vehicle	will	be	checked	visually.	A	particulate	emissions	system	reduces	the	harmful	gasses	that	escape	into	the	atmosphere	by	controlling	exhaust	and	pollutants.	For	it	to	perform	this	vital	function,	it	must	be	in	good	working	condition.	Every	mile
you	drive	is	equivalent	to	wearing	out	the	emission	system,	as	well	as	the	battery	and	brakes.	As	well	as	helping	with	the	emissions	test,	this	visual	once-over	can	help	make	sure	you	run	cleanly	and	efficiently	by	catching	minor	problems	before	they	become	major	ones.	Consequently,	the	answer	to	“Do	I	need	an	emissions	test?”	should	always	be
“Yes.”	An	emissions	test	has	only	two	possible	outcomes.	You’re	going	to	do	great	if	you	pass!	If	you	renew	your	vehicle’s	registration,	you	can	present	the	certificate	–	typically	good	for	90	days.		However,	what	if	your	vehicle	fails?	This	isn’t	the	kind	of	news	anyone	wants	to	hear.	A	trained	technician	will,	however,	be	able	to	explain	where	the
problem	is	and	how	to	resolve	it.	It	is	encouraged	for	you	to	ask	questions	about	the	test	results.	In	the	immediate	aftermath	of	your	test,	you	should	receive	the	results.	Passing	the	test	will	enable	you	to	register	your	car	legally	and	drive	it	on	the	roads.	You	should	keep	track	of	any	paperwork	you	receive	and	take	another	test	if	needed,	if	necessary.
In	the	case	of	a	failure,	the	vehicle	cannot	be	driven	until	the	necessary	repairs	and	a	subsequent	test	has	been	completed.	Based	on	the	results	of	your	failed	test,	you	should	know	what	repairs	need	to	be	made.	You	should	discuss	your	results	with	your	mechanic	so	that	he	or	she	can	understand	your	repair	options.	There	are	several	common
reasons	why	a	vehicle	fails,	including:	There	is	a	possibility	that	your	gas	cap	is	not	creating	a	tight	seal	and	that	vapors	are	leaking	out.	Older	vehicles	with	worn-out	gas	caps	are	commonly	affected	by	this	problem.	This	vehicle	is	missing	the	equipment	necessary	to	test	emissions,	or	it	has	been	disconnected.	It	appears	that	either	the	OBD	emission
control	components	or	the	dashboard’s	MIL	are	malfunctioning.	This	problem	is	usually	caused	by	leaks	in	the	exhaust	system	or	incorrect	adjustments	to	the	engine.	You	have	exceeded	established	standards	with	your	car’s	emissions	of	HC	or	CO.	Regular	maintenance	can	prevent	the	majority	of	issues	that	lead	to	failed	tests.	If	you	are	not	certain
how	often	your	vehicle	needs	to	be	serviced	or	when	you	should	consider	diagnostic	testing,	consult	its	owner’s	manual.	Before	you	take	your	vehicle	to	an	emissions	test,	have	a	mechanic	perform	an	inspection.	Oftentimes,	thinking	ahead	can	mean	the	difference	between	passing	and	failing	an	emissions	test.	Working	toward	a	cleaner	environment	is
a	team	sport.	The	more	people	participating,	the	better!	That's	why	most	states	now	require	vehicle	emissions	testing	to	reduce	air	pollution.	Jiffy	Lube®	is	here	to	break	it	down	for	you:		Learn	more	about	emissions	testing	Maintain	your	car,	truck,	SUV	or	minivan	to	comply	with	state	and	local	regulations	Answers	to	the	top	4	questions	about
emissions	testing	What	is	an	emissions	test?	Sometimes	referred	to	as	smog	checks,	emissions	testing	measures	the	level	of	pollutants	—	including	hydrocarbons,	oxygen,	carbon	monoxide,	and	oxides	of	nitrogen	—	present	in	vehicle	exhaust.			Do	I	need	an	emissions	test?	You	likely	do.	More	than	30	states	now	require	some	level	of	testing	on
registered	vehicles.	If	you’re	not	sure	what’s	currently	required	where	you	live,	contact	your	state’s	environmental	agency	for	accurate,	up-to-date	information.	How	long	does	an	emissions	test	take?	Emissions	testing	typically	takes	between	15-30	minutes.	Since	there’s	no	standard	federal	test	—	each	state	and	municipality	can	set	its	own
requirements	—	the	timing	can	vary.	After	all,	more	requirements	take	more	time.	LET’S	GET	READY!	Now	that	we	have	answered	“What	is	an	emissions	test?”,	we	can	help	you	prepare.	Call	ahead	to	confirm	the	hours	that	emissions	testing	is	performed	and	make	an	appointment.		Bring	the	proper	documentation	with	you	when	you	head	out	for
your	emissions	tests.	While	different	states	have	different	requirements,	here’s	what	you	typically	need:	Certificate	of	vehicle	registration	Prior	inspection	report	Letter	from	the	department	that	oversees	the	emissions	testing	program	in	your	city	or	state	Renewal	notice,	which	you	may	have	received	via	mail,	eNotify,	or	email	Be	sure	to	check	with
your	state’s	environmental	agency	for	a	current	list	of	required	documents	before	you	go.	NOW	FOR	THE	TEST	Most	cars	(model	year	1996	and	newer)	have	an	OBD	(Onboard	Diagnostic	II)	port,	usually	located	near	the	steering	column.	A	trained	Jiffy	Lube	technician	will	attach	a	diagnostic	device	to	the	OBD	port	to	determine	if	there	are	any
Diagnostic	Trouble	Codes	(DTCs).		If	your	vehicle	is	older,	or,	if	for	some	reason	the	OBD	is	not	ready	for	testing,	a	tailpipe	emissions	test	will	be	performed.	The	Jiffy	Lube	technician	will	place	a	probe	in	the	tailpipe	that	can	detect	emissions.		Your	vehicle’s	emission	system	will	be	visually	inspected,	too.	Designed	to	control	exhaust	and	pollutants,
the	emission	system	can	reduce	the	harmful	gasses	that	escape	into	the	air.	But	to	perform	this	vital	function,	it	has	to	be	operating	properly.	Like	other	vehicle	systems	—	such	as	the	battery	and	the	brakes	—	the	emission	system	sustains	wear-and-tear	with	every	mile	you	drive.	So,	beyond	its	role	in	the	emissions	test,	this	visual	once-over	can	help
keep	you	running	cleanly	and	efficiently	by	catching	a	small	problem	before	it	becomes	a	major	one.	This	is	why	your	answer	to	“Do	I	need	an	emissions	test?”	should	always	be	“yes.”	PASS	OR	FAIL	Those	are	the	only	two	outcomes	of	an	emissions	test.	If	you	pass,	great!	You’ll	receive	a	certification	—	usually	good	for	90	days	—	that	you	can	present
when	you	renew	your	vehicle’s	registration.		But	what	if	your	vehicle	fails?	Naturally,	that’s	not	the	news	anyone	wants	to	hear.	But	when	you	visit	Jiffy	Lube	for	your	emissions	test,	you	can	rely	on	a	trained	technician	to	explain	where	and	what	the	problem	is	and	how	to	correct	it.	If	you	have	questions	about	the	test	results,	you’re	encouraged	to	ask.
Rest	assured,	no	work	will	be	done	on	your	vehicle	without	your	approval.	RELY	ON	JIFFY	LUBE	Hopefully	now	you	can	answer	the	question	“what	is	an	emissions	test?”,	and	that	you	will	make	Jiffy	Lube	your	choice	to	perform	this	important	test.	With	more	than	2,000	locations	across	North	America,	a	Jiffy	Lube	service	center	is	likely	nearby,	ready
to	perform	the	vehicle	maintenance	that	will	help	keep	your	vehicle	operating	as	engineered.		One	of	the	many	reasons	why	Jiffy	Lube	is	proud	to	use	Pennzoil®	products,	which	meet	or	exceed	manufacturer	recommendations	(where	applicable),	is	that	Pennzoil	is	also	working	to	reduce	its	carbon	footprint.	Pennzoil	is	doing	this	by	using	25%
recycled	resin	in	its	bottles	and	testing	the	use	of	even	more,	improving	the	energy	efficiency	of	its	facilities	and	increasing	its	use	of	renewable	energy.		READ	MORE	ABOUT	IT	Please	come	back	to	our	Resource	Center	often.	Experts	regularly	add	interesting	content.	Please	note:	Not	all	services	are	offered	at	all	Jiffy	Lube	locations.	Please	call
ahead	or	check	the	jiffylube.com	website	to	ensure	the	service	is	available.		


