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If youre after a cordless leaf blower, the winning Worx Nitro 20V Cordless Leaf Blower is our top pick due to its good battery life and fantastic performance when tackling leaves on all surfaces. Alternatively, if you don't want to worry about recharging, there's our best corded leaf blower and vacuum, the Bosch Universal Garden Tidy 3000. And if
youre on a budget, we loved the VonHaus G-Series Cordless Leaf Blower, which costs less than 55.Why you should trust the Good Housekeeping InstituteThe Good Housekeeping Institute has been testing products for 100 years and our team of experts uses all that expertise, along with their industry experience, to separate the best products from the
middling ones. Masudah Khatun, our household product tester, designed strict protocols to put each leaf blower through its paces before passing on the results to our homes writer, Megan Geall. Megan has written hundreds of home and garden reviews including our lawnmower guides, so is adept at picking out all the details you need to know before
buying. As a plant lover, she spends lots of time scouring the market and attending gardening exhibitions to find the very best gadgets on the market and ensure our list is always up to date. Leaf blowers and leaf blower vacuums aren't just for autumn, either, they come into their own at other times of the year, too, making light work of tidying up
after pruning or lifting unsightly debris that gathers on paths and in corners. Remember, whatever the season, stay safe and wear protective glasses and ear defenders while using them.If you're lumbered with lots of leaves, check out our test of the best gardening gloves to collect them in comfort, and why not learn how to make leaf mould a super
compost and soil conditioner as well as how to make your own leaf mould bin.Our expert testers trial hundreds of garden tools to work out which will do the job well and offer the best value, comfort and quality. Weve tested essentials like the best garden spades and best hoes as well as more specific kit like the best hedge trimmers, the best garden
shredders, the best pressure washers and the best trimmers.Leaf blowers and vacuums can accidentally suck up or blast away insect pollinators, and their noise can disturb and distress small animals like birds or bats. Its best not to use leaf blowers indiscriminately, and to consider wildlife and neighbours. Leaves on lawns and paths are easily best
raked or swept out of the way, but other tasks, like getting leaves out of gravel paths or in well stocked beds and borders, need the power and precision of a good leaf blower, but always make sure you check for wildlife before starting work.Follow our tips on choosing a leaf blower to find the right one for your gardenJump to:Our expertiseWe've
tested a range of cordless and corded leaf blowers and leaf blower vacs to help you find the right one for your garden. We clearde lawns and borders and paths and patios, blowing and vacuuming both wet and dry leaves.Each one has a detailed list of pros and cons for clarity and has been rated according to ease of use, handling, performance and
value for money. Every blower and blower vac in our round up below has scored a minimum of three out of five stars, so you can buy with confidence.In every review we award the outstanding products our coveted Best Buy award. To see these and the others we recommend, browse our pick of the best leaf blowers and leaf blower vacuums
below:RRP: 149.990ur rating: 5/5Buy now from Amazon and ScrewfixWorx WG543E LeafJet leaf blower review BBC Gardeners' World magazineProsNo assemblySimple and powerfulLightest on testChoice of speedsBlasts wet leavesPart of Worx 20-V Power Share systemThis light, powerful leaf blower won a BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy
award for best value blower and its easy to use and ready to go straight from the box.The 20V battery takes just 60 minutes to charge and has a 23- minute run time plus, it has a handy battery level indicator so you can check how much time you have left while you work.The blower offers the choice of two nozzle lengths, which are easily adjusted by
flicking a button and sliding the nozzle up and down the tube, and two speeds for gentle or more powerful blowing it coped brilliantly blasting damp leaves off paths and pathing in our test.It has a hard wearing, brushless motor and for its power and features we think its excellent value, plus it comes with a two-year warranty.It's ideal for medium to
small gardens and the Leaf]et is also part of the Worx 20-V Power Share cordless battery system, which means you can use the battery and charge in other Worx tools, saving you money if you invest in the future.RRP: 1990ur rating: 4.8/5BBC Gardeners' World Magazine review Husqvarna Aspire B8X-P4A leaf blowerProsWell thought out designEasy
to use and storeComfortable and well balancedClearly visible battery charge on handleChoice of speedsConsHeavy than most blowers in our testNo speed indicatorAwarded a BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy for ease of use, the Aspire leaf blower is very easy to put together theres no struggling to attach the nozzle with this blower, it simply
clips in with the push of a button and breaks down just as easily for storage. Plus, it comes with its own storage hanging hook.It only has the one nozzle but this is a good size for blasting away on large areas like lawns. It also works reasonably well when you need more focus in beds and borders or when blowing leaves into piles, although it wasnt the
best at this in our test.It has a clearly visible battery charge indicator situated in the handle and offers the choice of three speeds, which are also controlled via buttons on the handle. However, theres no indication which speed youre in at the time and we also found we had to stop blowing to change speed.Thanks to the weather at the time of testing,
the blower handled primarily wet leaves very well and although it didnt blow them into as neat piles as some it cleared paths, beds and lawns well. It feels powerful yet controlled and is ideal for clearing large areas quickly. The blower is quiet and has a comfortable easy grip handle and feels well balanced, and although this is a heavy blower once the
battery is loaded, its not the heaviest in our test.The 18V battery took the longest to charge in our test at well over an hour, but it lasted the longest too, blowing wet leaves on full power for over 12 minutes. The battery is also part of the Power For All Alliance, which means its compatible with other 18V tools in the Flymo, Gardena, and Bosch tool
ranges as well as the Husqvarna Aspire range, saving you money if you invest in them in the future. The Aspire blower came in all cardboard packaging and has a two-year warranty.RRP: 84.980ur rating: 4.8/5Buy now from Screwfix and AmazonMakita DUB186Z cordless leaf blowerProsLong narrow nozzle for directional blastsThree speed
settingsFast charge timeCompact, comfortable and lightweightCompatible with over 40 other Makita cordless 18V toolsThree-year warrantyConsNo charge level indicator on batteryA BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy award winner for performance, this cordless leaf blower is light, compact and easy to use. It has one of the narrowest nozzles
in the range we tested, which means it delivers a powerful but focused blast of air that tackles wet and dry fallen leaves very effectively, particularly on paths and in awkward corners.Generating an impressive air speed of 68m/s, we also like the three speed settings low, medium and high that allow you to increase and decrease the power according to
need. This gives you plenty of control to manage wet and dry leaves and we found it even shifted compacted debris in between paving, and compressed wet leaves that had been trodden into the pavement.While you must hold the pressure trigger to operate, its in an accessible position so it doesn't feel tiring, even with smaller hands. The soft-grip
handle, together with the position of the battery, which slots in at the base, helps balance the leaf blower in a downward direction, making it comfortable to use for longer periods of time.It has a run time of up to 80 minutes (on the low setting 12 minutes on high) and a relatively short charge time of 45 minutes, so you can use this in larger gardens
with lots of leaves to clear. Its part of the Makita LXT 18V cordless tool system so the 5Ah battery and charger are compatible across the range, and it comes with a three-year warranty.Read the full Makita DUB186Z leaf blower vacuum reviewRRP: 128.950ur rating: 4.8/5Buy now from Mano Mano, OnBuy, Robert Dyas and DebenhamsEinhell GP-
LB36/210 Li Turbo leaf blower review BBC Gardeners' World magazineProsWell balancedTurbo settingChoice of nozzle lengths and speedsLong run timeWall hook and carry strapPart of the Einhell Power X-Change systemConsBattery and charger sold separatelyAwarded a BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy for features, this well thought out
blower is packed with them. It has a whopping six speeds to choose from, plus a Turbo boost, so its easy to adjust the power of the blast according to what and where youre blowing. The tough nozzle has a metal end for scraping debris the blower cant shift on its own and it adjusts with a twist to three different lengths so no matter your height you
can get the nozzle to the perfect length to suit you.Powered by two 18V batteries, which take just 60 minutes to charge, they have a run time of 92 minutes on the lowest setting. However, the batteries and charger are not included with the blower and do need to be bought as a kit separately, but, once bought they can be used with any of the tools in
the Einhell Power X-Change system, saving you money if you invest in these in the future.The blower is well balanced and feels comfortable, but it also comes with a carry strap so if youre blowing for a while, this will help balance the load. The nozzle and tube breaks down for storage and theres a handy hanging hook to keep the blowers stored up
and out of the way. It has a brushless motor and comes with a two-year warranty.RRP: 139 (bare tool)Our rating: 4.5/5Buy now from Amazon, Tooled Up and VeryBBC Gardeners' World Magazine review Bosch Advanced 36V-750ProsEasy assembly and storagePowerfulGood control of different speedsQuietQuick charge timeConsHeavy and lacks
shoulder strapShort run time on full powerThis leaf blower is simple to put together, just twist and click in the tube and youre ready to go. Its therefore equally easy to store as the tube comes off quickly and it takes up little room on a shelf. Theres only one wide nozzle but this is very effective at both the powerful blasting of wet leaves and more
focussed blowing in borders and into piles. You feel in control when using this blower and can direct leaves to go wherever you want them too.It has a variable speed control, delivering 100 to 200km/h, thats easily adjusted with a dial on the handle and is simple to scroll up or down as you work. It has a comfortable handle and is well balanced but it
does feel heavy, noticeably so compared to others in the test, and we felt it would really benefit from a shoulder strap if youre blowing for a prolonged periods.However, the battery run time is quite short on full power. Despite having a run time on a low setting of 35 minutes, on full power the battery only lasted 7 minutes, compared to 12 minutes
with the Husqvarna Aspire, which was the shortest in our test. It does charge quickly though, taking just 65 minutes to get you up and running again. The 36V battery has a charge level indicator on the end to help you see how much charge is left as you work and it's also compatible with all 36V tools in the Bosch cordless range.This leaf blower is
ideal for the fast clearing of lawns with lots of leaves and we awarded it a BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy for performance. It has a long lasting brushless motor and feels sturdy and well-made. The Bosch Advanced blower came in cardboard packaging with just a little plastic wrapping and comes with a generous three-year warranty.RRP:
199.990ur rating: 4.5 out of 5Buy now from Amazon and B&QYard Force LB G18 leaf blower review BBC Gardeners' World magazineProsTwo nozzle choiceThree speeds plus BoostCruise lock leverPart of Yard Force GR40 battery systemConsWinner of a BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy award for ease of use this powerful blower comes with
a large 40V battery and charger. It takes just 60 minutes to charge and the battery has a 30- minute run time making it ideal for medium size gardens. It also has a battery level indicator so you can check how much charge you have on the battery as you work.The blower is balanced and comfortable and well thought out with the choice of three
speeds, plus a Boost button to give an extra powerful blast when you need it. A cruise control button allows you to set the speed without having to constantly hold the trigger down, making it easy to use this blower for longer periods of time. It has a brushless motor and it also comes with an extra flat end nozzle for concentrated power.However, this
blower is quite large and doesnt compact down so it will take up room in storage and we also found it comparatively loud, although its still nothing like the volume you would get with a petrol blower. Part of the Yard Force GR40 battery system it comes with a two-year warranty.RRP: 49.990ur rating: 4.5 out of 5Vonhaus G Series cordless leaf
blowerProsLightweightPowerfulCheapCompact for storageConsHandle vibrates12-minute runtimeSingle speedA BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy award winner for best budget cordless blower, this simple, compact leaf blower packs a punch. Despite coming in at just 1.7 kg, its very powerful, and made short work of both wet and dry leaves
on paving, shrub beds, and gravel, though it struggled a little with dry and wet leaves on grass. Thanks to its lightweight construction and narrow nozzle, its easy to manoeuvre around the garden and put leaves exactly where you want them. This blower is ideal for nipping around a small patio, terrace or front drive. Its a reasonable price, and great
value as its G-Series battery is also compatible with the Vonhaus hedge trimmer, pole trimmer, and grass trimmer. However, although the grip on the handle is soft, the handle vibrates a lot in use, which gets uncomfortable. Its 12-minute runtime is also short, but it takes just an hour to charge.Buy the Vonhaus G-series Cordless Leaf Blower from
VonhausRRP: 1060ur rating: 4.5/5BBC Gardeners' World Magazine review Bosch UniversalGardenTidy 3000ProsSimple assemblyPowerful at both sucking and blowingGood value for moneyCons.Doesnt break down easily for storageNo on/off switchHeavy, particularly when vacuum bag fullThis leaf blower vacuum is ideal for clearing up large areas of
leaves quickly. The blower is powerful, if a little heavy, and great at blasting leaves, with a narrow nozzle that helps you funnel and direct them into piles and out of tight corners and the vacuum mode has good suction with a well-shaped nozzle and a large collection bag.Initial assembly is simple, with clear instructions and all thats required is
attaching the handle and building the vacuum nozzle, which comes in three parts. For blowing, the nozzle simply slots into place and when you need to swap into vacuum mode, no tools are required. However, the vacuum tube is large and once built it's difficult to break down so it does take up a reasonable amount of room in storage. It blows and
sucks at variable speed via a dial that sits under the handle and this dial is also the on/off switch. This does mean you have to scroll round the dial to turn the blower off, which is not fast if youre in the highest setting and so from a safety point of view this could be a problem. It also requires the use of two hands.It has a 10m long cable and is
reasonably noisy but not jarringly so, but it is heavy, and in vacuum mode feels quite unbalanced, especially once the bag starts filling up. Theres a padded shoulder strap, which helps take some of the strain but is in the wrong place to completely take the weight. However, this is a powerful, well-made machine that performs well and is great for the
general clearing of gardens. Its also great value and comes with a three-year warranty. We gave it a BBC Gardeners World Magazine award for the Best all rounder.RRP: 1740ur rating: 4.3/5Stihl SHE71 corded electric leaf blower vacuumProsEasy assemblyGood vacuum powerRobustConsOne power speedNo shoulder strapA BBC Gardeners' World
Magazine Best Buy for best small leaf blower vacuum, this mains powered electric model comes with a 10m cable, is easy to put together and surprisingly powerful. Blowing leaves, grass and light hedge clippings, it also vacuums them up and shreds them into a large 45-litre collecting bag. It has extra tubes to attach for each job and you can also buy
a flat nozzle for more focussed blowing if you need it. The tubes come apart for storage and you can adjust their length according to your height and the job.While it doesnt come with a shoulder strap, the two handles are well positioned and comfortable to use, plus the machine is very light at just 4.1kg. It has a comparatively small engine of 1100
watts but it feels powerful in both modes and its quieter than other larger machines we tested.The Stihl SHE 71 leaf blower vacuum has only one power setting so you need to move further back from whatever youre blowing to reduce the power or switch aperture on the tube. Quiet, light and simple to use, its ideal for gardeners of all abilities, but
lacks variable speed settings and is comparatively expensive. It comes with a two-year warranty.Although some models didnt quite achieve a BBC Gardeners World Magazine Best Buy award, they still have great features that make them worth recommending. Browse our pick of the best of the rest on test.RRP: 89.990ur rating: 4/5Buy now from
Amazon, Very and OnBuyBBC Gardeners' World Magazine review Flymo Powervac 3000ProsPowerful blowerExcellent shreddingGood size collection bagConsDoesnt break down easily for storageUnbalancedVacuum nozzle too wideAwkward handle shapeThis large blower vac is reasonably easy to assemble and no tools are required, but the
instruction diagrams are very small so it takes a little time. Once the suction tube is put together its almost impossible to break down again, which makes the Powervac bulky for storage. To change modes you also need to take it apart so its less simpler than the Bosch GardenTidy. Its heavy as both a blower and a vac and the handle design feels a
little over fussy and doesnt help with the balance of the machine, especially in vac mode. It has a carry strap to help lighten the load but this feels like it's in the wrong place. Thankfully, the collection bag is smaller than some, which makes it easier to use.It has a variable speed dial on the handle, although we didnt notice too much difference between
these but the blower is powerful and great for blasting leaves across large lawns. Unfortunately, the vac is far less efficient with a nozzle shape that's too wide to suck up leaves well. However, once its got the leaves the shredding power of the Powervac is excellent, with a ratio of 16: 1 that reduces a bag full of leaves down to a tiny pile.The Powervac
has a 10m cable and feels well made and built to last and comes with a two-year warranty. For blowing and clearing leaves in a small garden its good value for money but the vac performance doesn't match the blower's.RRP: 990ur rating: 4.3/5Buy now from Amazon and B&QStiga SAB 100AE cordless leaf blowerProsRemovable tubes for easy
storage30-minute run time at normal speedBattery level indicatorldeal for long leaf blowing sessionsPart of the Stiga 100 Series with other compatible cordless toolsTwo-year warrantyConsLarge nozzle so air flow isnt focusedOnly two settingsLess effective with compacted, wet leavesEasy to use, this cordless leaf blower operates at two settings and
delivers a maximum air flow speed of 32m/s, to cope well with general jobs like blowing wet and dry leaves off the lawn and gravel paths.However, the tube, which comes in two, easy-to-attach parts, has a significantly wider aperture than the Makita DUB186Z leaf blower we tested, and as a result lacks the focused jet blast to shift more stubborn,
compacted leaf matter and debris from corners and awkward spaces.It weighs the same as the Makita leaf blower but the battery slots in at the back end of the body as opposed to under the handle, which balances it in such a way that it feels heavier to use.The 20V battery takes 140 minutes to charge and has a run time of 30 minutes on normal
speed and 20 minutes on boosted speed, making it ideal for small to medium-sized gardens and we like the charge indicator on the battery that helps you gauge how much time you have left to finish the job.Unlike many of the other models we tested, you dont have to hold down a trigger to operate this leaf blower, which makes it more comfortable to
use if you're blowing for a while. It also has a soft-grip handle, although this would benefit from a bit more cushioning. The battery and charger are compatible with other cordless power tools in the Stiga 100 series and it comes with a two-year warranty.RRP: 129.990ur rating: 4.3/5Ryobi ONE+ HP 18V Whisper series cordless leaf
blowerProsRemovable tube for easy storagel5-20 minute run time at normal speedBattery level indicatorCompatible with over 150 tools in the Ryobi 18V ONE+ SystemThree-year warrantyConsHeavySqueeze trigger only no fixed variable speed settingsLarger nozzle so less effective with compacted, wet leavesThis cordless leaf blower weighs 3.2kg,
so feels sturdy and robust, although it is one of the heaviest models we tested. Like the Stiga SAB 100AE, the 4Ah 18V lithium battery slots in at the back end of the body, which we found affects the balance and makes it feel heftier to use we prefer the battery position on the Makita DUB186Z.This large leaf blower also has a wide tube, which is easy-
to-attach and useful for blowing across lawns and patios but means the 49m/s air flow isnt as focused as others we tested it easily blows wet and dry leaves off grass, gravel and patio slabs, but isnt as effective when it comes to shifting compacted leaf matter and debris that gather in corners and awkward spaces.It has a run time of 15 to 20 minutes,
which means it can clear up to 800m2, and takes 160 minutes to charge and we like the battery indicator, which helps you gauge how much time you have left to finish the job. However, despite being part of Ryobis Whisper series, we didnt find it noticeably quieter than the other leaf blowers in our test.The battery and charger are compatible with
over 150 tools in the Ryobi ONE+ System and it comes with a three-year warranty.Read the full Ryobi ONE+ HP leaf blower reviewRRP: 142.860ur rating: 4/5Worx WG547E Leaf BlowerPros20-minute run timeFast one-hour chargeNozzle detaches from the main bodyCompatible with other 20V and 40V (2x20V) tools in WORXS PowerShare battery
systemThree-year warrantyConsNo charge level indicator on batteryThe nozzle cant be separated for better storageAbsence of a soft-grip handleThis cordless leaf blower feels a little cumbersome to use around the garden and the wide nozzle means its harder to reach into smaller spaces or awkward corners. However, it corrals leaves as you would
hope and with a fast one hour charge and a 2o0-minute run time, the 2AH 20V battery delivers enough power to cope with both dry and wet leaves. It has two speeds - the lowest setting generates a moderate airflow useful for a general tidy up, while the higher speed provides enough power to shift stubborn, compacted wet leaves. Surprisingly for
WORKX tools, it doesnt have a soft-grip handle, in fact there is a seam in the plastic on the underside of the grip, which we found uncomfortable after using the blower for a while. The nozzle can be removed from the body, but the two sections cant be separated for more efficient storage, which is frustrating as the nozzle is double the length of the
body. Part of the WORX PowerShare cordless tools, the battery and charger are compatible with their other tools saving you money if you invest in bare tools in the future.Read the full WORX WG547E 20V turbine cordless leaf blower reviewRRP: 133.900ur rating: 3.5/5Buy now from Appliances Direct and AmazonBBC Gardeners' World Magazine
review Flymo EasiClear 100 leaf blowerProsLight and easy to useVariable speedLong battery run timeVisible battery chargeConsLacks power and the lowest speed is very weakHard to break down for storageLong charge timeThe quiet 18v Easiclear 100 is available to buy as a bare tool or as a kit with an 18V 2.5Ah battery and charger. These are
both part of the Power for All Alliance so if you already have other Bosch, Flymo, Gardena or Husqvarna cordless tools or plan to, it will save you the money when you invest in these.The blower comes with one nozzle tube, which is reasonably easy to put together but once built is hard to take apart for storage. Its a good length and width and has a
ridged end which helps lift stubborn material. This is particularly handy as this is not a very powerful blower. It offers variable speed, adjusted by a dial on the handle, but the lowest setting is very weak.The 18v battery has a 13-23 minute run time depending on speed and it takes a lengthy 154 minutes to charge. Unlike the other leaf blowers in our
recent test, the Easiclear has a battery charge display on the handle of the blower which is very useful. This simple blower comes with a two-year warranty and is best for gentle blowing in small gardens.RRP: 64.990ur rating: 3.5/5BBC Gardeners' World Magazine review The Handy corded leaf blower, vac and shredderProsSimple to change between
modesLightWheels for use on smooth surfacesGood valueConsTakes up room in storageLong assemblyUncomfortable angle of useHandle vibratesYou need a screwdriver to put together the Handy and compared to others its a long process, taking over 15 minutes, but it comes with clear instructions and once the machine is built its done. Theres no
need to take things apart to switch modes with the Handy, you simply swap from blower to vacuum with the flick of a switch, although this does mean it takes up a lot room in storage as it doesnt break down at all. It comes with a hanging hook though, to make this easier.The Handy is very light and has a carry strap and wheels beneath the tube
which help to support it and lighten the weight, however the angle of the tube when using the wheels feels quite awkward and our testers found themselves stooping at times, which was uncomfortable.It has a 10m cable, a variable speed dial on the handle and a 45L collection bag and the blower is powerful. The narrow tube is great for focussed
blowing and for getting leaves out of corners and between plants in beds and borders, but it's also quite noisy and the handle noticeably vibrates after a while. The narrow tube does mean that the vacuum suction is weak compared to others in the test. However, it shreds well, if at 10:1 its not quite to the same ratio as the Flymo. This is a solid
machine with a two-year warranty, which is useful for gardeners who want to switch between blowing and vacuuming with ease.RRP: 144.990ur rating: 3/5BBC Gardeners' World Magazine leaf blower review Greenworks 24V Axial blowerProsVery lightQuick to chargeFocussed blowing with good powerConsNoisy and shrillOne speed unless
controlled by hand with the triggerTrigger uncomfortable after a short timeShort run timeThis Greenworks cordless blower is available as a bare tool or with a 24V 2Ah lithium ion battery and charger, which are interchangeable with any of the Greenworks 24V range of tools. It comes with one nozzle, which like most blower nozzles of this design, is
tricky to put together and once built is very hard to break down for storage.However, its an effective tapered shape and provides powerful focussed blowing, ideal for small gardens and for clearing through beds and borders. Its particularly good at blasting damp leaves stuck to paths and patios. Instructions for use are clear and its simple to get
blowing. The blower is very light and well balanced and its easy to hold and control with one hand speed is adjusted via the power trigger, although holding this down continually in use does start to feel uncomfortable after a while.When in use the blower is noisy. With the 2Ah battery, run time is only nine minutes, although you could buy an
additional 4Ah Greenworks battery which lasts for 18 minutes. The 2Ah battery takes 45 minutes to recharge which was comparatively fast in our latest test. It comes with a three-year warranty.Quite simply, a leaf blower will lift wet and dry leaves from paths, grass, borders and pavements. The wind speed it generates blows leaves into a pile, which
you can either leave as a habitat for wildlife, or collect and put on the compost, in your green waste recycling, or store in bags to make leaf mould.A leaf blower vacuum not only lifts wet and dry leaves, but sucks them up too, passing them through a blade, which cuts and mulches them and then deposits them into the bag that attaches to the machine.
You can dispose of them the same way but they have the added advantage of being shredded so they decompose more quickly when added to the compost or used to make leaf mould. However, leaf blower vacuums can get blocked-up, may need more maintenance, and also tend to be expensive, but they are more efficient when it comes to keeping
your garden leaf-free.Before you decide which of these you need, think about how many leaves you have to collect - if you can manage blowing leaves and debris into a pile to gather up by hand, then a blower will do the job and is a cheaper option. However, for larger gardens with more trees and shrubs, being able to suck up leaves will save time,
especially if you go for models with a mulching option.There are three types of leaf blower and leaf blower vacuums available, each with their own pros and cons:Cordless leaf blowers and leaf blower vacuums: There are lots of pros with this type of blower in addition to being lightweight, quiet and environmentally friendly, they dont need messy
petrol or a restricting power cable. However, they can be more expensive if youre buying batteries and chargers as extras to the cost of the tool and youll need to check the run time if you have a larger garden.Electric leaf blowers and leaf blower vacuums: Often at the budget end, these are low maintenance and, like cordless types, also lightweight.
However, the power supply cable can be limiting as well as potentially hazardous.Petrol leaf blowers and leaf blower vacuums: These deliver plenty of power and, just like cordless types, can be used anywhere, but their environmental impact is a consideration, as is the hassle of buying and storing petrol. Theyre often heavy and noisy and will need
more in the way of maintenance too.Think about the following features before you buy:Variable speed controls - air speed, measured by metres per second or kilometers per hour), and airflow (measured by cubic meters per hour). Dry leaves are light and easy to shift, but wet, compacted leaves and other debris will need more power. Variable speed
control is a useful feature as it allows you to change the speed and power depending on where youre working youll want to be gentle around plants whereas more oomph will help on lawns.Nozzle size in general, the narrower the better, as the air flow is more concentrated, giving more control when it comes to corralling the leaves into a
pile.Mulching blades - Metal blades are tougher than plastic, as well as more durable, so are the preferable choice.Collection bag - While not essential, a waterproof collection bag makes things a lot more comfortable if youre working in wet weather, as it prevents moisture from soggy leaves dripping through the bag and onto your legs.Comfort
features - Soft-grip handles and a padded shoulder strap will help make it more comfortable to use the leaf blower or leaf blower vacuum for any length of time.Buyer's Guide to budget leaf blowers - videoBuyer's Guide to leaf blower vacs - videoMany thanks to Sue Fisher and Rosie Yeomans for their help in making these videos. Thanks also to
Sparsholt College for their generous assistance.If youd like to make leaf mould with your leaves, youll need a bin separate from your compost. Leaf mould is created when leaves are broken down by fungi, rather than the bacteria that decompose the ingredients in your compost bin. By piling leaves up separately, in a leaf mould bag, bin or cage, youll
create the perfect material for mulching and potting.Different leaves break down more quickly than others, but all deciduous trees will make good leaf mould. Small, thin leaves such as birch will break down quickly, but larger leaves like chestnut might need shredding first. Evergreen leaves and conifer needles will take much longer and should be
chopped before they are added. Avoid adding evergreens in large quantities.For more help see our guide to creating a leaf mould bin.The BBC Gardeners' World Magazine reviews team tested different leaf blowers and leaf vacuums across a range of garden situations removing leaves from lawns, in borders and on gravel paths and paving, in both dry
and wet weather. Before we started, we checked for any wildlife in the leaf matter and were cautious around plants to avoid disturbing insects and other creatures. The following criteria were used to calculate the scores, with equal weight given to each:Ease of use: Looked at the assembly needed, ease and clarity of instructions, any storage features
and, where relevant, the battery charge time.Handling: Assessed ease of use, weight, noise levels, comfort and safety features.Performance: Focussed on the power and air flow control, plus run and charge time (where applicable).Value for money: Considered all of the above, plus quality and design, the RRP including battery and charger, (where
applicable) and the length of warranty.This review was last updated in February 2025. We apologise if anything has changed in price or availability. [ SAVE 13% ][ SAVE 25% ] Is your garden or driveway covered in fallen leaves? Perhaps theyre wet, soggy and stuck to the ground too?! This is a problem we deal with extensively each year, as we run a
farm up in Scotland. Slippery walkways are a real issue, so I know first-hand only the very best cordless leaf blowers will do. We tested some of the UKs most popular models, to help ourselves, and you, deal with this problem effectively. Our top recommendation is the Ryobi OBL1820S ONE+ Cordless Blower. Read on to discover why we scored it so
highly, and how we went about our testing.When it comes to power tools, Ryobi is a go-to brand for many. Theyve built their reputation on being innovative and reliable, whilst still producing products that are more affordable than many alternatives. I found this to be the case with the other Ryobi tools that I recently tested and reviewed, so I expected
the ONE+ Cordless Blower to be just as impressive. Although this leaf blower was primarily designed for hard surface sweeping, it certainly looked more than capable of tackling garden debris and blowing leaves too.If you already own a few Ryobi tools, this leaf blower will fit right in with your collection. It only takes a minute to assemble and it
sports the brands signature green and black colour palette something youll either love or hate. Either way, looks arent important when it comes to leaf blowers; you want a product that has been thoughtfully designed and made, and thats exactly what this one offers. This leaf blower has a simple design it boasts a long, narrow nozzle and a single
button to turn the machine on and off. Some may be put off by the fact that this leaf blower only offers one air speed. Many other machines, such as the Bosch and the Einhell, give you multiple speeds to choose from. However, this didnt impact performance in a negative way this cordless blower has a 241km/h air speed that is enough to shift both dry
and wet leaves, even from long grass, which many of the other leaf blowers struggled with. This leaf blower was able to quickly and easily clear leaves from my driveway too, without sending stones flying through the air. I can easily see how multi-functional this tool could be as well; it would be extremely useful in the summer after strimming or
scarifying. Its powerful enough to quickly clear away all of that debris, saving you from having to rake or mow.Even better, at just 1.6 kg, the Ryobi ONE+ Cordless Blower is light enough to be used with just one hand. Its narrow nozzle gives you more control compared to more commonly-found wider nozzles youll end up with a much neater leaf pile
by the time youre done.The only thing that put me off was its run time. To be fair, Ryobi recommends using a 4.0 Ah or a 5.0 Ah battery with this blower. Unfortunately, I didnt have either, so I ended up using a 2.0 Ah, which gave me a continuous blow time of just 8 minutes. There was still some life left in the battery after the initial 8 minutes (the
LED indicator showed one bar), but, for some reason, each time I pressed the button, the blower would burst into life for two seconds, before cutting out.Compared to the other leaf blowers I tested, this one sits at a mid-range price. However, considering that it was powerful enough to cope with both dry and wet leaves, which the other blowers
werent really able to do, I would say its one of the best cordless leaf blowers in terms of value for money.In my opinion, this leaf blower is powerful enough to tackle both small and large gardens, so long as you use a battery size thats suitable for the size of garden youre clearing. This may require more of an initial investment, but dont forget that you
can use the ONE+ batteries interchangeably across different Ryobi products.In return, youll be getting a versatile garden tool that youll be able to use for various tasks around your garden throughout the year, rather than solely for leaf blowing in the autumn. A brand that most people already know and love, Bosch produces a wide range of home
appliances and garden tools. Im already familiar with the brands consistency when it comes to unique design and high-end performance. As a result, I was excited to see what their ALB 36 LI Cordless Leaf Blower brought to the table and the many mature trees on my farm gave me plenty of opportunities to test it out.It takes less than a minute to
assemble this leaf blower. All you need to do is click the nozzle into place and then slide the battery in (remember to charge it first!).Straight away you can tell this leaf blower is a Bosch product, with its trademark colour scheme and stylish finish. The brand has a reputation for being professional and high-end, and this leaf blower certainly looks the
part. It may seem simple, but the design is clever. Both the power and speed are controlled by a single dial wheel, and its detachable nozzle makes storage easy.After using the leaf blower to clear my lawn of dry leaves, I was even more impressed it took far less time than I had anticipated. I then moved on to wet leaves. On my driveway, this leaf
blower handled these just as easy as the dry ones; however, it struggled to shift wet leaves that had gotten tangled in long grass. It still got the job done, but it took a little longer.In terms of power, this Bosch leaf blower sits above much of its competitors. With a blow-speed range of 170 250 km/h, its the most powerful of all the cordless leaf blowers I
tested. Its 2.0 Ah battery offered the longest blow time too. 20 minutes may not seem like much if you have a large garden, but thats double what youd get from some other brands. Even better, this was the quietest of all the leaf blowers I tested its ideal for those of you with nearby neighbours, sleeping babies, or just a sensitivity to loud noise!As you
can see, there are quite a few features that set this leaf blower above the rest, which is why the higher price tag is to be expected. If you have a small garden and wont be using your leaf blower much, then you could probably get away with a cheaper budget model. However, this is the best cordless leaf blower if you have a medium or large garden, or
even a small garden, that requires regular use of a leaf blower. The Bosch leaf blower will get things done significantly faster than the rest, making it worth the extra initial investment.VonHaus is a popular brand, especially among those who need new power tools or machinery but dont want to spend a fortune. Their G-Series Cordless Leaf Blower fits
this criteria its much more affordable than many of the others on the market, but how does it compare when it comes to performance?Lets start with assembly, which is something that only took about 30 seconds. Even if youve never used a leaf blower before, this one is easy to put together you likely wont even need the instructions.In terms of
design, this leaf blower isnt as sleek or modern as some of the others out there (such as the Einhell model on this page). However, I appreciated its simplicity. It has an easily-accessible switch that turns the machine on and off, and just a single blow speed.At 209 km/h, the blowing power works well on dry leaves, but it isnt quite as capable on
wet/heavy leaves. Although, to be fair, most of the blowers that I tested struggled to shift wet leaves. Even though I wouldnt turn to the VonHaus if I needed to move large quantities of heavy leaves, Id still say it actually did a better overall job than some of the higher-end and more powerful models.At 1.85 kg, this is a very lightweight leaf blower.
Using two hands gives you more control, but the option of going one-handed means that youll be able to access hard-to-reach spots around your garden. The LED indicators on the battery are also handy, especially if you have several areas to clear.Speaking of the battery, I used a 1.5 Ah 20 V battery with this leaf blower, and it gave me a total run
time of just under 10 minutes. This is similar to the Ryobi blower on this page, even though the Ryobi made use of a larger 2.0 Ah battery.Unfortunately, I do have to say that even though this leaf blower isnt as powerful as some of the others, its definitely noisier. This was the loudest blower that I tested, so its probably not a good option for those of
you with nearby neighbours. It shouldnt cause an issue if youre only using it occasionally, but its something worth thinking about if you plan on using your blower for various garden tasks throughout the year.When it comes to price, this blower is very reasonable. The low price reflects the tools simplicity you may only be getting one blow speed, but if
this is all you need, then why pay more for a machine with unnecessary settings?It should be noted though, that if I needed to clear a large garden this wouldnt be my tool of choice. Even if I had a larger battery for it, its not quite powerful enough to cope with big quantities of leaves.However, I would say this is one of the best cordless leaf blowers
for smaller gardens. If you have a small garden and youre able to wait until your leaves are dry before attempting to clear them, then the VonHaus G-Series Cordless Leaf Blower should do everything that you need it to.Loved for their powerful yet budget-friendly home and garden tools, Einhell is a German company that has now made a name for
itself all over the world. Im pretty familiar with the brand, so was excited to put their Einhell GE-CL Cordless Leaf Blower to work. Unlike some of the other leaf blowers that I tested, which were designed solely for leaves, this one was also created to clear dirt and dust from hard surfaces.Most leaf blowers require minimal assembly once youve dealt
with any frustrating packaging, you can have them up and running in under a minute. Unfortunately, this wasnt the case with the Einhell. Sliding the nozzle onto the main unit wasnt an easy task. I gave up once my arms started to ache, so even though the leaf blower was assembled enough to be used, the nozzle never properly clicked into place.In
terms of aesthetics, Einhells blower is definitely a sleek and modern tool in my opinion, its one of the best-looking blowers that I tested. Its design incorporates two controls: a trigger for powering up the machine, and a dial wheel that allows you to choose between six different blow speeds. Unfortunately, the positioning of the trigger was a little
annoying if you try holding the blower by its handle and carrying it around the garden, youll likely end up accidentally hitting the trigger several times. Although not a huge deal, this did end up wasting a fair bit of precious battery.In terms of performance, this leaf blower excels when dealing with dry leaves. It was also able to shift heavier and wetter
garden debris from my driveway. However, it struggled with damp leaves on grass, barely moving these at all.Still, I appreciated how lightweight (1.73 kg) and manoeuvrable this tool was. It could easily be used with one hand, although I tended to keep both hands on the machine to give me better control.When it comes to power, this blower offers a
maximum blow speed of 210 km/h. This made it one of the least powerful blowers that I tested, which possibly explains its ineffectiveness when used on damp leaves around my lawn. However, considering that I was only using a 2.0 Ah battery, the 15 minute runtime was pretty impressive (and that was keeping it on its highest setting too).Einhells
power tools are generally quite affordable, and this blower is no exception. Its priced much lower than many of its competitors, especially considering a battery and charger come included.In my opinion, its price is very fair. Yes, you could pay more for a more powerful, heavier-duty blower, but this would be a waste of money if you only need to clear
a light scattering of leaves and debris from a small garden. Comparing run time and great value, it ones of the best leaf blowers on a budget.Overall, it wouldnt be my top choice for medium or large gardens, but, for smaller spaces, Einhells Cordless Blower is really all youll need. The WORX WG543E.9 LEAFJET Cordless Leaf Blower is a particularly
lightweight and manageable model. Measuring just 77 x 17 x 12 cm and weighing 1.05 kg (without the battery) this is one of the lightest and smallest leaf blowers featured here.Yet, despite its petite specifications, this leaf blower still strikes a good balance between power and manageability. Yes, its lightweight and slimline, but its not weak as a
result. It has a maximum air speed of 209 km/h and is capable of creating a storm amongst dry leaves as well as shifting leaves from awkward spaces.Thanks to the design of the blower head, its possible to adjust the amount of air volume that is produced by this leaf blower. This means it works equally as well on large open spaces as it does in smaller
areas. There are two speed settings available.Its sold as a bare unit and is compatible with 20 V Worx Power Share batteries. Therefore, if you have any other Worx tools, you wont need to buy a battery or charger for this leaf blower. When used with a 2 Ah battery, it will run for approximately 10 minutes.In terms of volume, this leaf blower emits 92.6
dB. It therefore sits at the quieter end of the market, though its by no means the quietest leaf blower featured here.Overall, this is a reliable leaf blower with its light build, ease of use, and sci-fi appearance as its main selling points. You need a leaf blower to perfectly suit your needs. To help you find the one for you, we conducted a thorough
investigation of the some of the top cordless leaf blowers available, so you will have no trouble finding a model that works for you. When testing the products, we considered many important factors, including:Assembly Ease: Cordless leaf blowers dont tend to have many parts to put together. So, as a test of assembly ease, I timed how long this took
and how easily the various parts fitted together. I also checked out any instructions that were given and assessed them for clarity and descriptiveness. Leaf blowers that we could construct in less than a minute with ease were given the highest ratings.Design & Performance: Cordless leaf blowers need to have sufficiently long battery time for them to
be useful for different garden sizes. So, we tested the leaf blowers out in different-sized gardens, from small to large, and timed the battery life. Blowers with a battery life of 20 minutes were given the best rating, as this was enough time to complete most jobs. Leaf blowers with handy features like multiple speed settings were given particularly high
marks as these helped to prolong the products battery life and allowed you to apply more power for more tricky debris like wet leaves the best range was from around 170 250 km/h. We also assessed whether the blowers could move both dry and wet leaves, as this was the ultimate test of its performance. Blowers that couldnt move wetter leaves
were rated down.Ease of Use: When assessing ease of use, we considered whether each leaf blower had an ergonomic design, was lightweight enough to use for prolonged periods, and whether it had handy features like instant start. Models that had a shoulder strap, ergonomic padded handle, and lightweight design of 2 2.5 kg were given the best
ratings. We also considered how easy each product was to store. Those with a detachable nozzle could be stored in smaller spaces, making them more suitable for the average household. These received the best star rating.Power: Airflow speed is one of the most important features when it comes to power. We marked any leaf blowers down that had
less than 250 km/h airflow speed, as this isnt sufficient for wetter leaves and detritus, reducing the versatility of the blower. Blowers that had the right balance of power and noise levels (of 90 dB or lower) were given the highest marks, as these were less likely to cause a headache to users and their neighbours!Safety: To test safety, we checked for
safety features like a safety interlock switch, lock-on button, nozzle guards, and anti-vibration system. The models that combined most of these features were given the highest ratings.Value for Money: We assessed each blowers performance, battery life, build quality and durability alongside their price. We also took into account factors such as brand
reputation, battery compatibility, and included accessories. Those which offered the best value for money were given the highest ratings. One of the most important things to look out for is airflow speed. In order to shift the majority of leaves dry or wet I recommend an airflow of 250 km/h. However, such powerful machines are generally more
expensive, so it depends if moving wet leaves is a deal breaker. Less powerful blowers, with an airflow speed between 175 200 km/h, will move dry leaves and can also be used for clearing debris in workshops/sheds.Through our testing, we discovered that the best cordless leaf blowers will achieve a run time of approximately 20 minutes when fitted
with a 2.0 Ah battery. Look out for these, particularly if you have a larger garden. Many leaf blowers only achieve half this time, with the same size battery fitted.To give you more versatility, look for a leaf blower with multiple speed settings. Being able to switch to a less powerful setting (below 175 km/h) can help prolong battery life and will still
move some dry leaves, dust and wood shavings. Also, if youre keen to stay on the right side of your neighbours, you might need to consider the volume of your leaf blower. Anything around the 90 dB mark should be suitably neighbourhood-friendly. You can compare decibel ratings for all the models we tested in the table below. Use the dropdown to
sort the table by the feature you want to see. Our RatingRun TimeBlower SpeedWeightNoise Turns out, the best cordless leaf blowers come in handy for loads of different jobs not just clearing leaves (although theyre great at that too!). Theyre a useful tool to have in the shed, and the fact that they dont have any cables makes them easy to grab at any
time.Alongside shifting leaves, battery powered leaf blowers can also be used for jobs like clearing out guttering, drying the car post-wash, clearing snow and levelling-out gravel. Plus, if you have a suitable attachment, you can even use a leaf blower to inflate blow-up beds and paddling pools.Choosing the best leaf blower will depend on what you
want to use it for and what tools you already own. The following information should help you work out what to look out for (as well as what to avoid!).The Benefits of Using a Cordless Leaf BlowerThanks to their wire-free nature, cordless leaf blowers can easily be pulled out the shed for any job, big or small and they have more uses than you might
expect! Not only are there no cords to trip you up, and no heavy petrol motor to carry, but the best leaf blowers can be used for all of the following tasks:Clearing up leaves (ok, so maybe this one is obvious)Cleaning lawn equipment by blowing grass clippings etc. off the bladesClearing out guttering and stopping blockages from occurringClearing
light snow quicklyDrying your car after washingDrying patio furniture after washing so it can be used straight awayLevelling out gravelClearing a garage of sawdustClearing dust and debris out of a work vanClearing spider webs from your shed and garageBlowing grass edge clippings back onto the borderInflating a paddling pool/blow-up bed (with
the right attachment)As you can see, leaf blowers are not just a one-trick pony! Once you own a leaf blower, youll probably find yourself using it for a lot of jobs that you wouldnt have expected.Finding Cordless Leaf Blowers with a Good Run TimeRun time is one of the most important aspects to consider when buying a cordless leaf
blower.Rechargeable lithium-ion batteries can take 1 2 hours to recharge, so youll probably want to try to get all your leaf blowing done in one go.Larger batteries will give you a longer run time, but how long exactly will depend on how quickly the leaf blower uses power. This can vary between different battery powered leaf blowers. If the leaf blower
has several power settings, you can be more conservative with battery power and get it to last longer.Cordless leaf blowers with one speed setting (particularly if the setting blasts out air at over 175 km/h) will likely have a much shorter run time than a less powerful model when used with the same battery.To give a general indication (although this is
very broadly speaking) a 2 Ah battery may last for around 10 15 minutes, whilst a 5 Ah battery could last for approximately 45 minutes.Larger batteries are heavier and will make the whole leaf blower weigh more; this is something to bear in mind if youre particularly interested in having as light a machine as possible.One way to extend the running
time of the leaf blower, without using huge and heavy batteries, is to have more than one battery. This way you can have a charged battery on standby, to swap out when the first one runs empty.Some of the best cordless leaf blowers will have batteries that are interchangeable with other tools from the same brand. Many tool companies, such as
Bosch, DEWALT and Ryobi use the same battery type for a range of tools you may find you already have a compatible battery in your garage.Another good tip is to stop using the leaf blower before the battery runs out entirely. Lithium-ion batteries are not meant to run down to zero charge. Leaving 10% charge in place means itll stay healthy and take
less time to charge up.READ NEXT: The Best Petrol Leaf BlowersThe Importance of Air Flow SpeedThe speed of the air flow varies according to the design of the leaf blower and how well it uses its power. Its not necessarily as simple as thinking the more powerful the motor, the more powerful the machine.Look at the air flow speed cited by the
manufacturer in the leaf blowers specifications. Also, consider what jobs you will want to use the leaf blower for.If you only want a leaf blower for blowing leaves, and want to be able to shift wet leaves from grass, you should look for a maximum air flow speed of around 250 km/h. This will be too powerful for clearing dust/debris from a workshop (itll
go everywhere!) so make sure there are variable speed settings if you want to use the blower for different jobs.A leaf blower with an air flow speed of approximately 175 km/h will be powerful enough to remove most leaves from hard surfaces, although it may occasionally struggle with very wet leaves. Cordless leaf blowers with this level of airflow
are normally more appropriate for clearing dust, dirt and debris from interior spaces. Theyll also work better for removing leaves from gravel without making the gravel go everywhere.Generally speaking, having a choice of air speeds makes leaf blowers more versatile; however, if youre only interested in a very powerful leaf blower, changeable
speeds wont matter as much.READ NEXT: How to Dispose of Leaves After BlowingChoosing the Right WeightNaturally, using a lightweight leaf blower is less tiring than using a heavy one. Cordless leaf blowers can range from around 1.3 kg 3 kg; whereas petrol leaf blowers will generally be a lot heavier.The size of the battery will make a difference
to the weight of the leaf blower; there may be a difference of approximately 0.5 kg between the weight of a 2.0 Ah battery and a 5.0 Ah battery.Given that a bigger battery will have a longer run time, you could keep the weight down by using several smaller batteries one after the other. Of course, this will cost more if you need to purchase extra
batteries separately.Smaller, lightweight cordless leaf blowers are also more suitable for people with arthritis or reduced mobility. Purchasing a strap for the leaf blower can also be useful to distribute the weight better.Brand name tools often offer straps to fit their leaf blowers so its worth finding out if theres a compatible strap available before
making your purchase if this is of interest to you.READ NEXT: The Best Ways to Pick Up Leaves QuicklyHow To Use a Leaf BlowerThis might seem obvious you pull the trigger and chase leaves across the lawn, right?Well, yes that is the basic idea! However, there are a few tricks thatll help you make less mess and cut down on gardening
time:Appropriate ClothingFirst up, wear some thick gloves because even the most compact cordless leaf blowers tend to vibrate and this can make your hands feel sore and tingly.Wearing goggles and ear defenders is also a good idea; the air blasting from a leaf blower can be in excess of 250 km/h, thats enough to send stones flying and create a fair
amount of noise.READ NEXT: The Best Leaf CollectorsWeather ConditionsIs it windy? Its best to move leaf fall on still days or when the wind is blowing in the right direction to help your efforts. Leaf blowing against the wind is pointless.Is it raining or has it recently rained? Wet leaves are harder to move than dry ones. You can test how difficult itll
be by using your cordless blower on a pile of wet and soggy leaves. If they wont move easily, wait for a dryer day.Is it a still and sunny day? These are optimum conditions choose a spot where you can gather your leaves and place a piece of tarp down/garden waste bags.Technique and TacticsIf you have a spare, compatible battery, stick in on charge
whilst using the leaf blower. If you do need to change batteries, you wont have to waste any time waiting around.Blow leaves in one set direction or youll end up moving them all around your garden.The best way to position your leaf blower is at your side with the nozzle pointing at the ground. You want to chase the leaves firmly to the waste pile with
slow side to side movements as you step forward.Put a piece of tarp down on the ground you can blow the leaves onto this tarp and then bundle it up at the end.Bear in mind: youll likely have to accept that the leaf blowers wont shift every single leaf, you will need to rake up the stragglers if they bother you.Once you have a leaf pile, dont bin it
compost it! Leaves make great compost. Gardeners call it black gold and its perfect for topping up pots and borders. Pop your leaves into bags and let them decompose over a year for crumbly super-charged compost.If youre using a battery powered leaf blower to shift dust, use the same side-to-side technique, but on the lowest blow setting.
Otherwise, itll create a choking dust storm. You may want to spray areas down with a little water to stop clouds of dust forming.READ NEXT: Should Fallen Leaves Be Left in Flower Beds? Should I buy a petrol, corded or cordless leaf blower?Unless youre interested in doing some industrial-level leaf clearing, a battery-powered leaf blower should be
sufficient. Petrol leaf blowers are much louder, emit fumes and are heavier. Therefore, youll probably find it more practical to opt for one of the best cordless leaf blowers reviewed on this page batteries last for approximately 30 minutes which is enough time to get most jobs done. Some of the most powerful battery-powered leaf blowers can push air
out at 250 km/h, which is forceful enough to move wet leaves from grass.The problem with being chained to a cord is that you are restricted in your movements around the garden. Most of the time youll have to use an extension cable. Even with an extension cable its possible to find yourself running out of tether. Cordless leaf blowers offers much
more flexibility youll never find yourself chasing a leaf and then being yanked back by the cable! [ SAVE 13% ][ SAVE 25% ] Is your garden or driveway covered in fallen leaves? Perhaps theyre wet, soggy and stuck to the ground too?! This is a problem we deal with extensively each year, as we run a farm up in Scotland. Slippery walkways are a real
issue, so I know first-hand only the very best cordless leaf blowers will do. We tested some of the UKs most popular models, to help ourselves, and you, deal with this problem effectively. Our top recommendation is the Ryobi OBL1820S ONE+ Cordless Blower. Read on to discover why we scored it so highly, and how we went about our testing.When it
comes to power tools, Ryobi is a go-to brand for many. Theyve built their reputation on being innovative and reliable, whilst still producing products that are more affordable than many alternatives. I found this to be the case with the other Ryobi tools that I recently tested and reviewed, so I expected the ONE+ Cordless Blower to be just as
impressive. Although this leaf blower was primarily designed for hard surface sweeping, it certainly looked more than capable of tackling garden debris and blowing leaves too.If you already own a few Ryobi tools, this leaf blower will fit right in with your collection. It only takes a minute to assemble and it sports the brands signature green and black
colour palette something youll either love or hate. Either way, looks arent important when it comes to leaf blowers; you want a product that has been thoughtfully designed and made, and thats exactly what this one offers. This leaf blower has a simple design it boasts a long, narrow nozzle and a single button to turn the machine on and off.Some may
be put off by the fact that this leaf blower only offers one air speed. Many other machines, such as the Bosch and the Einhell, give you multiple speeds to choose from. However, this didnt impact performance in a negative way this cordless blower has a 241km/h air speed that is enough to shift both dry and wet leaves, even from long grass, which
many of the other leaf blowers struggled with. This leaf blower was able to quickly and easily clear leaves from my driveway too, without sending stones flying through the air. I can easily see how multi-functional this tool could be as well; it would be extremely useful in the summer after strimming or scarifying. Its powerful enough to quickly clear
away all of that debris, saving you from having to rake or mow.Even better, at just 1.6 kg, the Ryobi ONE+ Cordless Blower is light enough to be used with just one hand. Its narrow nozzle gives you more control compared to more commonly-found wider nozzles youll end up with a much neater leaf pile by the time youre done.The only thing that put
me off was its run time. To be fair, Ryobi recommends using a 4.0 Ah or a 5.0 Ah battery with this blower. Unfortunately, I didnt have either, so I ended up using a 2.0 Ah, which gave me a continuous blow time of just 8 minutes. There was still some life left in the battery after the initial 8 minutes (the LED indicator showed one bar), but, for some
reason, each time I pressed the button, the blower would burst into life for two seconds, before cutting out.Compared to the other leaf blowers I tested, this one sits at a mid-range price. However, considering that it was powerful enough to cope with both dry and wet leaves, which the other blowers werent really able to do, I would say its one of the
best cordless leaf blowers in terms of value for money.In my opinion, this leaf blower is powerful enough to tackle both small and large gardens, so long as you use a battery size thats suitable for the size of garden youre clearing. This may require more of an initial investment, but dont forget that you can use the ONE+ batteries interchangeably
across different Ryobi products.In return, youll be getting a versatile garden tool that youll be able to use for various tasks around your garden throughout the year, rather than solely for leaf blowing in the autumn. A brand that most people already know and love, Bosch produces a wide range of home appliances and garden tools. Im already familiar
with the brands consistency when it comes to unique design and high-end performance. As a result, I was excited to see what their ALB 36 LI Cordless Leaf Blower brought to the table and the many mature trees on my farm gave me plenty of opportunities to test it out.It takes less than a minute to assemble this leaf blower. All you need to do is click
the nozzle into place and then slide the battery in (remember to charge it first!).Straight away you can tell this leaf blower is a Bosch product, with its trademark colour scheme and stylish finish. The brand has a reputation for being professional and high-end, and this leaf blower certainly looks the part. It may seem simple, but the design is clever.
Both the power and speed are controlled by a single dial wheel, and its detachable nozzle makes storage easy.After using the leaf blower to clear my lawn of dry leaves, I was even more impressed it took far less time than I had anticipated. I then moved on to wet leaves. On my driveway, this leaf blower handled these just as easy as the dry ones;
however, it struggled to shift wet leaves that had gotten tangled in long grass. It still got the job done, but it took a little longer.In terms of power, this Bosch leaf blower sits above much of its competitors. With a blow-speed range of 170 250 km/h, its the most powerful of all the cordless leaf blowers I tested. Its 2.0 Ah battery offered the longest blow
time too. 20 minutes may not seem like much if you have a large garden, but thats double what youd get from some other brands. Even better, this was the quietest of all the leaf blowers I tested its ideal for those of you with nearby neighbours, sleeping babies, or just a sensitivity to loud noise!As you can see, there are quite a few features that set
this leaf blower above the rest, which is why the higher price tag is to be expected. If you have a small garden and wont be using your leaf blower much, then you could probably get away with a cheaper budget model. However, this is the best cordless leaf blower if you have a medium or large garden, or even a small garden, that requires regular use
of a leaf blower. The Bosch leaf blower will get things done significantly faster than the rest, making it worth the extra initial investment.VonHaus is a popular brand, especially among those who need new power tools or machinery but dont want to spend a fortune. Their G-Series Cordless Leaf Blower fits this criteria its much more affordable than
many of the others on the market, but how does it compare when it comes to performance?Lets start with assembly, which is something that only took about 30 seconds. Even if youve never used a leaf blower before, this one is easy to put together you likely wont even need the instructions.In terms of design, this leaf blower isnt as sleek or modern as
some of the others out there (such as the Einhell model on this page). However, I appreciated its simplicity. It has an easily-accessible switch that turns the machine on and off, and just a single blow speed.At 209 km/h, the blowing power works well on dry leaves, but it isnt quite as capable on wet/heavy leaves. Although, to be fair, most of the blowers
that I tested struggled to shift wet leaves. Even though I wouldnt turn to the VonHaus if I needed to move large quantities of heavy leaves, Id still say it actually did a better overall job than some of the higher-end and more powerful models.At 1.85 kg, this is a very lightweight leaf blower. Using two hands gives you more control, but the option of
going one-handed means that youll be able to access hard-to-reach spots around your garden. The LED indicators on the battery are also handy, especially if you have several areas to clear.Speaking of the battery, I used a 1.5 Ah 20 V battery with this leaf blower, and it gave me a total run time of just under 10 minutes. This is similar to the Ryobi
blower on this page, even though the Ryobi made use of a larger 2.0 Ah battery.Unfortunately, I do have to say that even though this leaf blower isnt as powerful as some of the others, its definitely noisier. This was the loudest blower that I tested, so its probably not a good option for those of you with nearby neighbours. It shouldnt cause an issue if
youre only using it occasionally, but its something worth thinking about if you plan on using your blower for various garden tasks throughout the year.When it comes to price, this blower is very reasonable. The low price reflects the tools simplicity you may only be getting one blow speed, but if this is all you need, then why pay more for a machine
with unnecessary settings?It should be noted though, that if I needed to clear a large garden this wouldnt be my tool of choice. Even if I had a larger battery for it, its not quite powerful enough to cope with big quantities of leaves.However, I would say this is one of the best cordless leaf blowers for smaller gardens. If you have a small garden and
youre able to wait until your leaves are dry before attempting to clear them, then the VonHaus G-Series Cordless Leaf Blower should do everything that you need it to.Loved for their powerful yet budget-friendly home and garden tools, Einhell is a German company that has now made a name for itself all over the world. Im pretty familiar with the
brand, so was excited to put their Einhell GE-CL Cordless Leaf Blower to work. Unlike some of the other leaf blowers that I tested, which were designed solely for leaves, this one was also created to clear dirt and dust from hard surfaces.Most leaf blowers require minimal assembly once youve dealt with any frustrating packaging, you can have them



up and running in under a minute. Unfortunately, this wasnt the case with the Einhell. Sliding the nozzle onto the main unit wasnt an easy task. I gave up once my arms started to ache, so even though the leaf blower was assembled enough to be used, the nozzle never properly clicked into place.In terms of aesthetics, Einhells blower is definitely a
sleek and modern tool in my opinion, its one of the best-looking blowers that I tested. Its design incorporates two controls: a trigger for powering up the machine, and a dial wheel that allows you to choose between six different blow speeds. Unfortunately, the positioning of the trigger was a little annoying if you try holding the blower by its handle
and carrying it around the garden, youll likely end up accidentally hitting the trigger several times. Although not a huge deal, this did end up wasting a fair bit of precious battery.In terms of performance, this leaf blower excels when dealing with dry leaves. It was also able to shift heavier and wetter garden debris from my driveway. However, it
struggled with damp leaves on grass, barely moving these at all.Still, I appreciated how lightweight (1.73 kg) and manoeuvrable this tool was. It could easily be used with one hand, although I tended to keep both hands on the machine to give me better control.When it comes to power, this blower offers a maximum blow speed of 210 km/h. This made
it one of the least powerful blowers that I tested, which possibly explains its ineffectiveness when used on damp leaves around my lawn. However, considering that I was only using a 2.0 Ah battery, the 15 minute runtime was pretty impressive (and that was keeping it on its highest setting too).Einhells power tools are generally quite affordable, and
this blower is no exception. Its priced much lower than many of its competitors, especially considering a battery and charger come included.In my opinion, its price is very fair. Yes, you could pay more for a more powerful, heavier-duty blower, but this would be a waste of money if you only need to clear a light scattering of leaves and debris from a
small garden. Comparing run time and great value, it ones of the best leaf blowers on a budget.Overall, it wouldnt be my top choice for medium or large gardens, but, for smaller spaces, Einhells Cordless Blower is really all youll need.The WORX WG543E.9 LEAFJET Cordless Leaf Blower is a particularly lightweight and manageable model. Measuring
just 77 x 17 x 12 cm and weighing 1.05 kg (without the battery) this is one of the lightest and smallest leaf blowers featured here.Yet, despite its petite specifications, this leaf blower still strikes a good balance between power and manageability. Yes, its lightweight and slimline, but its not weak as a result. It has a maximum air speed of 209 km/h and
is capable of creating a storm amongst dry leaves as well as shifting leaves from awkward spaces.Thanks to the design of the blower head, its possible to adjust the amount of air volume that is produced by this leaf blower. This means it works equally as well on large open spaces as it does in smaller areas. There are two speed settings available.Its
sold as a bare unit and is compatible with 20 V Worx Power Share batteries. Therefore, if you have any other Worx tools, you wont need to buy a battery or charger for this leaf blower. When used with a 2 Ah battery, it will run for approximately 10 minutes.In terms of volume, this leaf blower emits 92.6 dB. It therefore sits at the quieter end of the
market, though its by no means the quietest leaf blower featured here.Overall, this is a reliable leaf blower with its light build, ease of use, and sci-fi appearance as its main selling points. You need a leaf blower to perfectly suit your needs. To help you find the one for you, we conducted a thorough investigation of the some of the top cordless leaf
blowers available, so you will have no trouble finding a model that works for you. When testing the products, we considered many important factors, including:Assembly Ease: Cordless leaf blowers dont tend to have many parts to put together. So, as a test of assembly ease, I timed how long this took and how easily the various parts fitted together. I
also checked out any instructions that were given and assessed them for clarity and descriptiveness. Leaf blowers that we could construct in less than a minute with ease were given the highest ratings.Design & Performance: Cordless leaf blowers need to have sufficiently long battery time for them to be useful for different garden sizes. So, we tested
the leaf blowers out in different-sized gardens, from small to large, and timed the battery life. Blowers with a battery life of 20 minutes were given the best rating, as this was enough time to complete most jobs. Leaf blowers with handy features like multiple speed settings were given particularly high marks as these helped to prolong the products
battery life and allowed you to apply more power for more tricky debris like wet leaves the best range was from around 170 250 km/h. We also assessed whether the blowers could move both dry and wet leaves, as this was the ultimate test of its performance. Blowers that couldnt move wetter leaves were rated down.Ease of Use: When assessing ease
of use, we considered whether each leaf blower had an ergonomic design, was lightweight enough to use for prolonged periods, and whether it had handy features like instant start. Models that had a shoulder strap, ergonomic padded handle, and lightweight design of 2 2.5 kg were given the best ratings. We also considered how easy each product
was to store. Those with a detachable nozzle could be stored in smaller spaces, making them more suitable for the average household. These received the best star rating.Power: Airflow speed is one of the most important features when it comes to power. We marked any leaf blowers down that had less than 250 km/h airflow speed, as this isnt
sufficient for wetter leaves and detritus, reducing the versatility of the blower. Blowers that had the right balance of power and noise levels (of 90 dB or lower) were given the highest marks, as these were less likely to cause a headache to users and their neighbours!Safety: To test safety, we checked for safety features like a safety interlock switch,
lock-on button, nozzle guards, and anti-vibration system. The models that combined most of these features were given the highest ratings.Value for Money: We assessed each blowers performance, battery life, build quality and durability alongside their price. We also took into account factors such as brand reputation, battery compatibility, and
included accessories. Those which offered the best value for money were given the highest ratings. One of the most important things to look out for is airflow speed. In order to shift the majority of leaves dry or wet I recommend an airflow of 250 km/h. However, such powerful machines are generally more expensive, so it depends if moving wet leaves
is a deal breaker. Less powerful blowers, with an airflow speed between 175 200 km/h, will move dry leaves and can also be used for clearing debris in workshops/sheds.Through our testing, we discovered that the best cordless leaf blowers will achieve a run time of approximately 20 minutes when fitted with a 2.0 Ah battery. Look out for these,
particularly if you have a larger garden. Many leaf blowers only achieve half this time, with the same size battery fitted.To give you more versatility, look for a leaf blower with multiple speed settings. Being able to switch to a less powerful setting (below 175 km/h) can help prolong battery life and will still move some dry leaves, dust and wood
shavings. Also, if youre keen to stay on the right side of your neighbours, you might need to consider the volume of your leaf blower. Anything around the 90 dB mark should be suitably neighbourhood-friendly. You can compare decibel ratings for all the models we tested in the table below. Use the dropdown to sort the table by the feature you want
to see. Our RatingRun TimeBlower SpeedWeightNoise Turns out, the best cordless leaf blowers come in handy for loads of different jobs not just clearing leaves (although theyre great at that too!). Theyre a useful tool to have in the shed, and the fact that they dont have any cables makes them easy to grab at any time.Alongside shifting leaves, battery
powered leaf blowers can also be used for jobs like clearing out guttering, drying the car post-wash, clearing snow and levelling-out gravel. Plus, if you have a suitable attachment, you can even use a leaf blower to inflate blow-up beds and paddling pools.Choosing the best leaf blower will depend on what you want to use it for and what tools you
already own. The following information should help you work out what to look out for (as well as what to avoid!).The Benefits of Using a Cordless Leaf BlowerThanks to their wire-free nature, cordless leaf blowers can easily be pulled out the shed for any job, big or small and they have more uses than you might expect! Not only are there no cords to
trip you up, and no heavy petrol motor to carry, but the best leaf blowers can be used for all of the following tasks:Clearing up leaves (0k, so maybe this one is obvious)Cleaning lawn equipment by blowing grass clippings etc. off the bladesClearing out guttering and stopping blockages from occurringClearing light snow quicklyDrying your car after
washingDrying patio furniture after washing so it can be used straight awayLevelling out gravelClearing a garage of sawdustClearing dust and debris out of a work vanClearing spider webs from your shed and garageBlowing grass edge clippings back onto the borderInflating a paddling pool/blow-up bed (with the right attachment)As you can see, leaf
blowers are not just a one-trick pony! Once you own a leaf blower, youll probably find yourself using it for a lot of jobs that you wouldnt have expected.Finding Cordless Leaf Blowers with a Good Run TimeRun time is one of the most important aspects to consider when buying a cordless leaf blower.Rechargeable lithium-ion batteries can take 1 2
hours to recharge, so youll probably want to try to get all your leaf blowing done in one go.Larger batteries will give you a longer run time, but how long exactly will depend on how quickly the leaf blower uses power. This can vary between different battery powered leaf blowers. If the leaf blower has several power settings, you can be more
conservative with battery power and get it to last longer.Cordless leaf blowers with one speed setting (particularly if the setting blasts out air at over 175 km/h) will likely have a much shorter run time than a less powerful model when used with the same battery.To give a general indication (although this is very broadly speaking) a 2 Ah battery may
last for around 10 15 minutes, whilst a 5 Ah battery could last for approximately 45 minutes.Larger batteries are heavier and will make the whole leaf blower weigh more; this is something to bear in mind if youre particularly interested in having as light a machine as possible.One way to extend the running time of the leaf blower, without using huge
and heavy batteries, is to have more than one battery. This way you can have a charged battery on standby, to swap out when the first one runs empty.Some of the best cordless leaf blowers will have batteries that are interchangeable with other tools from the same brand. Many tool companies, such as Bosch, DEWALT and Ryobi use the same battery
type for a range of tools you may find you already have a compatible battery in your garage.Another good tip is to stop using the leaf blower before the battery runs out entirely. Lithium-ion batteries are not meant to run down to zero charge. Leaving 10% charge in place means itll stay healthy and take less time to charge up.READ NEXT: The Best
Petrol Leaf BlowersThe Importance of Air Flow SpeedThe speed of the air flow varies according to the design of the leaf blower and how well it uses its power. Its not necessarily as simple as thinking the more powerful the motor, the more powerful the machine.Look at the air flow speed cited by the manufacturer in the leaf blowers specifications.
Also, consider what jobs you will want to use the leaf blower for.If you only want a leaf blower for blowing leaves, and want to be able to shift wet leaves from grass, you should look for a maximum air flow speed of around 250 km/h. This will be too powerful for clearing dust/debris from a workshop (itll go everywhere!) so make sure there are variable
speed settings if you want to use the blower for different jobs.A leaf blower with an air flow speed of approximately 175 km/h will be powerful enough to remove most leaves from hard surfaces, although it may occasionally struggle with very wet leaves. Cordless leaf blowers with this level of airflow are normally more appropriate for clearing dust,
dirt and debris from interior spaces. Theyll also work better for removing leaves from gravel without making the gravel go everywhere.Generally speaking, having a choice of air speeds makes leaf blowers more versatile; however, if youre only interested in a very powerful leaf blower, changeable speeds wont matter as much.READ NEXT: How to
Dispose of Leaves After BlowingChoosing the Right WeightNaturally, using a lightweight leaf blower is less tiring than using a heavy one. Cordless leaf blowers can range from around 1.3 kg 3 kg; whereas petrol leaf blowers will generally be a lot heavier.The size of the battery will make a difference to the weight of the leaf blower; there may be a
difference of approximately 0.5 kg between the weight of a 2.0 Ah battery and a 5.0 Ah battery.Given that a bigger battery will have a longer run time, you could keep the weight down by using several smaller batteries one after the other. Of course, this will cost more if you need to purchase extra batteries separately.Smaller, lightweight cordless leaf
blowers are also more suitable for people with arthritis or reduced mobility. Purchasing a strap for the leaf blower can also be useful to distribute the weight better.Brand name tools often offer straps to fit their leaf blowers so its worth finding out if theres a compatible strap available before making your purchase if this is of interest to you.READ
NEXT: The Best Ways to Pick Up Leaves QuicklyHow To Use a Leaf BlowerThis might seem obvious you pull the trigger and chase leaves across the lawn, right?Well, yes that is the basic idea! However, there are a few tricks thatll help you make less mess and cut down on gardening time:Appropriate ClothingFirst up, wear some thick gloves because
even the most compact cordless leaf blowers tend to vibrate and this can make your hands feel sore and tingly.Wearing goggles and ear defenders is also a good idea; the air blasting from a leaf blower can be in excess of 250 km/h, thats enough to send stones flying and create a fair amount of noise. READ NEXT: The Best Leaf CollectorsWeather
ConditionslIs it windy? Its best to move leaf fall on still days or when the wind is blowing in the right direction to help your efforts. Leaf blowing against the wind is pointless.Is it raining or has it recently rained? Wet leaves are harder to move than dry ones. You can test how difficult itll be by using your cordless blower on a pile of wet and soggy
leaves. If they wont move easily, wait for a dryer day.Is it a still and sunny day? These are optimum conditions choose a spot where you can gather your leaves and place a piece of tarp down/garden waste bags.Technique and TacticsIf you have a spare, compatible battery, stick in on charge whilst using the leaf blower. If you do need to change
batteries, you wont have to waste any time waiting around.Blow leaves in one set direction or youll end up moving them all around your garden.The best way to position your leaf blower is at your side with the nozzle pointing at the ground. You want to chase the leaves firmly to the waste pile with slow side to side movements as you step forward.Put
a piece of tarp down on the ground you can blow the leaves onto this tarp and then bundle it up at the end.Bear in mind: youll likely have to accept that the leaf blowers wont shift every single leaf, you will need to rake up the stragglers if they bother you.Once you have a leaf pile, dont bin it compost it! Leaves make great compost. Gardeners call it
black gold and its perfect for topping up pots and borders. Pop your leaves into bags and let them decompose over a year for crumbly super-charged compost.If youre using a battery powered leaf blower to shift dust, use the same side-to-side technique, but on the lowest blow setting. Otherwise, itll create a choking dust storm. You may want to spray
areas down with a little water to stop clouds of dust forming.READ NEXT: Should Fallen Leaves Be Left in Flower Beds? Should I buy a petrol, corded or cordless leaf blower?Unless youre interested in doing some industrial-level leaf clearing, a battery-powered leaf blower should be sufficient. Petrol leaf blowers are much louder, emit fumes and are
heavier. Therefore, youll probably find it more practical to opt for one of the best cordless leaf blowers reviewed on this page batteries last for approximately 30 minutes which is enough time to get most jobs done. Some of the most powerful battery-powered leaf blowers can push air out at 250 km/h, which is forceful enough to move wet leaves from
grass.The problem with being chained to a cord is that you are restricted in your movements around the garden. Most of the time youll have to use an extension cable. Even with an extension cable its possible to find yourself running out of tether. Cordless leaf blowers offers much more flexibility youll never find yourself chasing a leaf and then being
yanked back by the cable!
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