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Syda	Productions/Shutterstock	So,	you’ve	ditched	the	cable	company,	but	now	you’re	stuck	with	a	dozen	streaming	services	and	their	rising	prices.	Fortunately,	you	can	watch	TV	online	for	free.	It	just	takes	a	little	effort	and	a	little	patience.	Streaming	Services	Are	Getting	Pricey	If	you	hate	paying	for	TV,	then	you’ve	probably	calculated	the	yearly
price	of	services	like	Netflix	or	Hulu.	As	it	turns	out,	a	subscription	to	Netflix	and	Hulu	will	cost	you	more	than	$200	a	year,	and	additional	services	will	only	bring	that	number	higher.	When	you	consider	the	current	cost	of	streaming	services,	the	yearly	price	hike	of	Netflix	and	Amazon	Prime,	and	the	addition	of	new	services	like	Disney+,	the	future
looks	bleak—or	at	least	expensive.	We	tend	to	think	of	these	services	as	an	escape	from	cable,	yet	they’re	starting	to	look	a	lot	like	cable	companies.	Is	there	an	escape	from	streaming	services?	Luckily,	you	don’t	have	to	pay	for	Netflix	or	Hulu	to	get	your	online	TV	fix.	There	are	plenty	of	ways	to	watch	TV	online	for	free,	and	some	of	them	will	make
you	wonder	why	anybody	pays	$12.99	a	month	for	a	streaming	service	subscription.	Borrow	Somebody’s	Login	When	it	comes	to	account	sharing,	streaming	services	are	pretty	lax.	In	fact,	most	streaming	services	encourage	account	sharing,	at	least	within	a	family,	with	separate	user	profiles	and	multi-user	pricing	plans.	You	ask	a	friend	for	their
login	info,	add	a	profile	to	their	account,	and	go	to	town.	You	can	also	borrow	a	friend	or	family	member’s	cable	login	information	to	stream	content	directly	from	the	websites	of	TV	networks,	like	FOX	or	HBO.	Some	cable	services,	like	DirecTV,	even	have	their	own	streaming	portals.	It’s	crazy	how	a	single	username	and	password	can	bring	you	so
much	free	content.	Piggybacking	on	a	friend	or	family	member’s	streaming	or	cable	subscription	can	save	you	a	lot	of	money,	but	in	the	end,	somebody’s	still	paying	that	bill.	If	you’re	trying	to	ditch	streaming	services	and	the	ghost	of	cable	entirely,	then	you’ll	have	to	find	a	different	path	to	the	world	of	free	TV.	This	may	be	against	the	terms	of
service	for	some	streaming	services,	but	others	encourage	you	to	share	with	family	members.	The	Best	Free	Streaming	Sites:	Pluto	TV	and	Crackle	If	you	won’t	(or	can’t)	borrow	someone’s	login	information,	then	you’ll	have	to	find	free	TV	in	the	wild.	Luckily,	there	are	plenty	of	streaming	websites	that	offer	free	content,	and	most	of	them	have	a
handful	of	grade-A	shows	and	movies.	The	most	popular	free	streaming	sites	are	Pluto	TV,	which	offers	over	one	hundred	live	channels	showing	movies	and	TV	shows,	and	Sony’s	Crackle,	which	provides	a	variety	of	TV	shows	and	movies	for	on-demand	streaming.	Pluto	and	Crackle	have	commercials,	of	course—but	so	does	cable	TV	and	you	pay	for
that!	You	can	watch	these	in	your	web	browser,	in	a	smartphone	or	tablet	app,	or	even	on	your	TV	with	a	Roku	or	similar	device.	If	these	sites	aren’t	doing	it	for	you,	then	you	should	check	out	Tubi,	Popcornflix,	Share	TV,	and	Yidio.	You	can	also	use	services	like	YouTube	to	fuel	your	entertainment	obsession,	but	you’ll	have	a	lot	of	trouble	finding	full
episodes	of	TV	shows.	You	can	find	a	ton	of	other	free	streaming	platforms	on	Google,	but	you	should	avoid	streaming	from	any	website	that	looks	dubious.	These	websites	are	usually	operated	illegally,	and	they	aren’t	always	safe	to	use.	Watch	on	a	TV	Network’s	Website	If	you’re	trying	to	watch	a	show	from	a	specific	network,	then	check	their
website.	It	sounds	silly,	but	most	sites	will	allow	you	to	stream	some	(or	all)	episodes	of	a	series	for	free.	Lifetime,	for	example,	allowed	people	to	stream	the	R	Kelly	docuseries	for	free	for	a	short	time,	and	networks	like	Adult	Swim	routinely	stream	live	TV	for	free.	Need	a	list	of	networks	that	offer	free	content?	Check	out	FOX,	BET,	CBS,	AMC,	ABC,
The	CW,	Cartoon	Network,	and	NBC.	You	can	also	stream	free	shows	from	public	broadcasting	networks,	like	PBS	or	the	BBC	(but	you’ll	need	a	VPN	to	watch	shows	from	the	BBC	because	the	service	is	exclusive	to	Europe).	Dust	Off	Your	Library	Card	As	odd	as	it	sounds,	you	can	stream	shows	and	movies	from	your	local	library.	All	you	need	is	a
library	card	and	a	website	like	OverDrive	or	Hoopla.	Your	public	library	is	guaranteed	to	have	a	wide	variety	of	shows	and	movies,	enough	that	you	may	forget	about	streaming	services	entirely.	And	you	can	forget	about	that	Disney+	subscription	for	a	while	because	most	libraries	carry	a	decent	selection	of	Disney	films	(well,	the	classic	Disney	films).
If	you’re	trying	to	save	money,	these	websites	are	a	lifesaver.	You	can	use	them	to	borrow	digital	copies	of	books,	comics,	music,	and	audiobooks	from	your	public	library.	And	don’t	worry,	you	may	not	even	have	to	drive	to	a	physical	library	to	apply	for	a	library	card.	Just	Google	the	name	of	your	local	library	card	along	with	the	word	“apply.”	Your
local	library	offers	other	free	digital	content,	too,	from	eBooks	and	audiobooks	to	online	newspapers.	And,	if	you’re	willing	to	head	to	the	library	in	person,	you	might	find	a	nice	selection	of	Blu-Rays,	DVDs,	and	CDs	you	can	borrow	for	free.	RELATED:	Not	Just	Books:	All	the	Free	Digital	Stuff	Your	Local	Library	Might	Offer	Take	Advantage	of	Free
Trials	Free	streaming	sites	don’t	always	have	the	shows	that	you	want.	Luckily,	services	like	Netflix	and	Hulu	usually	offer	a	month-long	free	trial.	These	trials	are	useful	when	you	know	exactly	what	you	want	to	watch,	but	you	should	think	of	them	as	a	last	resort.	Free	trials	can	only	be	used	once	(kind	of),	and	you	can	end	up	with	a	bill	at	the	end	of
the	month	if	you	forget	to	cancel	your	account.	That	being	said,	you	can	sometimes	rig	the	free	trial	system	to	work	forever.	Most	streaming	services	identify	you	by	your	email	address	and	card	information.	By	signing	up	for	a	free	trial	using	different	cards	and	email	addresses,	you	can	perpetually	hang	onto	a	free	trial.	Sadly,	this	method	isn’t	just	a
test	of	your	moral	fortitude;	it’s	also	a	little	half-baked.	Streaming	services	can	verify	your	identity	by	checking	your	IP	address	or	your	credit	card’s	mailing	address,	and	they’ll	(justifiably)	deny	you	a	free	trial	if	they	smell	anything	fishy.	Best	Streaming	Device	Overall	Best	Budget	Streaming	Device	Best	Roku	Streaming	Device	Courtesy	of
AmazonLast	summer,	Hugh	Grant	returned	to	the	small	screen	in	A	Very	English	Scandal,	a	three-part	miniseries	centered	around	the	Thorpe	affair,	an	infamous	political	and	sex	scandal	in	1970s	Britain.	In	the	show,	Grant	stars	as	politician	Jeremy	Thorpe,	a	member	of	parliament	in	1970s	and	a	leader	in	the	Liberal	Party,	who	was	put	on	trial	for
conspiracy	to	murder	his	former	lover,	Norman	Scott	(played	in	the	show	by	Ben	Whishaw).The	series	was	a	hit	with	both	fans	and	critics,	with	Whishaw	picking	up	an	Emmy	nomination	for	his	role.Here's	how	to	watch:If	you	have	access	to	BBC	iplayer,	the	final	episode	of	the	show	is	available	there.Here's	a	handy	link	for	where	to	watch,	but	it	will
only	work	in	the	U.K.Is	A	Very	English	Scandal	on	Netflix?Sadly,	it	is	not.	It's	not	on	iTunes	at	this	point,	either.But,	all	three	episodes	of	A	Very	English	Scandal	are	now	available	to	stream	through	Amazon	Prime.If	you	already	have	a	Prime	subscription,	just	head	over	to	the	show's	page,	and	press	play.	If	you	haven't	signed	up	for	Amazon's
membership	service,	they	offer	a	free,	30-day	trial,	which	is	plenty	of	time	to	watch	the	three-part	series.	Or,	Prime	costs	$12.99	a	month,	and	gives	you	access	to	not	only	A	Very	English	Scandal,	but	tons	of	other	programs	such	as	The	Marvelous	Mrs.	Maisel,	and	Mozart	in	the	Jungle.Plus,	you'll	get	free,	two-day	shipping	on	select	Amazon	orders.
Watch	NowStill	not	sure	you	want	to	take	the	plunge?	Watch	the	trailer	for	A	Very	English	Scandal	below:View	full	post	on	YoutubeThe	True	Story	of	'A	Very	English	Scandal'Caroline	HallemannDigital	DirectorAs	the	digital	director	for	Town	&	Country,	Caroline	Hallemann	covers	culture,	entertainment,	and	a	range	of	other	subjects		(Image	credit:
Searchlight	Pictures	/	20th	Century	Studios)	And	the	Best	Picture	Oscar	goes	to	...	Nomadland!	If	you	want	to	watch	Nomadland	on	Hulu	to	see	Best	Actress	winner	Frances	McDormand	do	what	she	does	best	—	wow	us	all	with	an	incredible	performance.	Nomadland	was	the	biggest	of	the	Oscar	winners	in	2021,	taking	home	Best	Picture,	Best
Actress	and	Best	Director	for	Chloe	Zhao	(who	became	only	the	second	woman	and	first	woman	of	color	to	get	that	prize).The	film	is	perfect	—	in	all	the	right	and	wrong	ways	—	for	the	time,	placing	McDormand	in	the	role	of	Fern,	a	former	substitute	teacher	who	left	the	town	of	Empire,	Nevada	once	its	economy	crashed	after	a	mine	closed.	Now
she's	living	out	of	an	RV,	and	working	a	series	of	seasonal	gigs	such	as	Amazon	fulfillment	center	during	the	holiday	season.The	best	shows	on	Hulu	to	bingeWhere	to	watch	free	movies	onlineWhile	the	film	seems	to	have	all	the	heart-breaking	emotions	we've	come	to	expect	from	McDormand's	strongest	roles,	it	also	looks	gorgeous.	Zhao	has	made	a
reputation	for	showing	the	stories	of	the	people	of	the	harsher	parts	of	the	beautiful	west	states	of	the	country,	and	this	is	an	excellent	continuation	of	form.McDormand's	co-stars	include	actual	nomads	and	the	always	reliable	David	Strathairn.	Here's	the	Nomadland	trailer	if	you	want	to	get	a	preview	before	watching	it.Nomadland	is	streaming	now
on	Hulu	(opens	in	new	tab)	after	dropping	on	the	service	Feb.	19,	2021.Hulu	is	only	available	in	the	U.S.Nomadland	reviewsThe	rave	reviews	for	Nomadland	show	why	the	film	got	so	much	awards	buzz:At	the	Washington	Post	(opens	in	new	tab),	Ann	Hornaday	writes	"McDormand	holds	the	camera	with	an	utterly	disarming	combination	of	self-
effacement	and	command	—	the	same	charismatic	naturalism	that	made	her	appearances	on	the	awards	circuit	a	few	years	ago	for	“Three	Billboards	Outside	Ebbing,	Missouri”	such	an	exhilarating	departure	from	the	usual	empty	glitz."For	the	Chicago	Sun	Times	(opens	in	new	tab),	Richard	Roeper	calls	the	film	an	"instant	American	masterpiece	that
feels	like	something	John	Steinbeck	might	have	written	had	he	worked	in	the	early	21st	century."	He	also	uses	his	4-star	review	to	remind	us	that	Frances	McDormand	belongs	on	a	hypothetical	"a	Mount	Rushmore	of	actresses	who	have	created	many	of	the	most	memorable	and	formidable	characters	in	film	history."	He	also	notes	that	"David
Strathairn	deserves	best	supporting	actor	consideration	for	his	beautifully	understated	performance."At	Vulture	(opens	in	new	tab),	Alison	Willmore	writes	that	"Nomadland	is	a	devastating	film	about	the	delicacies	of	that	distinction,	and	it	could	very	well	be	the	feature	of	the	year,	as	uncertain	a	prize	as	that	is	in	2020."	She	also	commends	the
director,	saying	that	"the	Beijing-born	Zhao	has	proven	herself	to	be	the	best	big-screen	chronicler	of	the	region,	both	as	an	actual	place	as	rugged	territory	and	stunning	landscapes."The	Atlantic's	(opens	in	new	tab)	David	Sims	ranked	Nomadland	as	one	of	the	best	films	of	2020,	and	notes	that	the	film	is	"anchored	by	a	dynamic,	prickly,	deeply
compelling	lead	performance	from	Frances	McDormand.	He	also	highlights	the	film's	wowing	juxtaposition,	writing	"Zhao	places	the	failed	promises	of	the	American	dream	alongside	some	of	its	most	beautiful,	breathtaking	vistas,	as	Fern	pursues	a	life	that	isn’t	driven	by	a	search	for	success	and	wealth."Over	at	Rolling	Stone	(opens	in	new	tab),	K.
Austin	Collins'	review	highlights	how	"For	all	the	majesty	and	naturalistic	realism	of	its	imagery,	Nomadland	is	nevertheless	full	of	sublime,	uncanny	details	that	lift	it	somewhat	above	the	fray.	...	These	aren’t	elevating,	ironic	details;	they	don’t	(or	shouldn’t)	make	us	feel	“better”	about	Fern’s	situation	by	reminding	us	that,	to	invoke	a	memorable
misfire	on	this	subject,	life	is	beautiful."Up	next:	the	63	best	Netflix	shows	and	TV	seriesToday's	best	Roku	Streaming	Stick	Plus	deals	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)$69.99	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View
(opens	in	new	tab)
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