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Fire	and	Ice	Summary	In	EnglishFire	and	Ice	is	a	short	poem	by	Robert	Frost.	In	this	poem,	the	poet	refers	to	two	predictions	of	how	the	world	will	end.	Some	say	it	will	end	in	fire	whereas	others	say	it	will	end	in	ice.	According	to	the	poet	fire	stands	for	desire,	greed,	avarice	or	lust.	The	more	you	try	to	satisfy	them,	the	more	they	grow.	There	is	no
end	to	it.	You	can	also	download	Maths	NCERT	Class	10	to	help	you	to	revise	complete	syllabus	and	score	more	marks	in	your	examinations.They	spread	rapidly	like	fire	and	engulf	your	whole	life.	One	becomes	selfish	and	sometimes	cruel	also.	On	the	other	hand,	ice	according	to	the	poet,	stands	for	hatred,	coldness	and	rigidity.	One	becomes
insensitive	and	indifferent	towards	the	feelings	of	others.	The	poet	says	that	both	fire	and	ice	are	growing	with	such	a	rapid	speed	that	the	world	would	soon	perish	either	way,	in	fire	or	in	ice.	Class	10	English	Notes	Summary	of	the	Poem	Fire	and	IceDust	of	Snow	by	Robert	FrostStanza	1Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,	In	these	lines,	the	poet	says
that	there	are	two	theories	held	by	the	general	people	about	how	the	world	will	be	destroyed.	The	first	group	of	people	thinks	that	fire	will	cause	the	apocalypse	to	happen.	It	means	that	earths	core	will	heat	up	to	an	extremely	high	temperature,	then	the	heat	will	eventually	reach	the	surface	of	the	planet,	and	then	everything	on	the	surface	will	be
destroyed.	It	will	be	destroyed	beyond	repair.	The	second	theory	says	just	the	opposite.	Instead	of	destruction	by	heat,	some	people	believes	in	the	theory	that	the	world	will	freeze	till	all	the	species	of	flora	and	fauna	i.e.	plants	and	wildlife	inhabiting	the	earth	become	extinct	once	and	for	all.	Hence,	this	theory	is	based	on	the	power	of	ice	which	will
change	the	living	conditions	on	earth.	The	poet	is	aware	of	both	these	theories	and	will	now	proceed	to	compare	them	against	each	other.Stanza	2From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.In	these	lines,	the	poet	tries	to	outline	the	merits	of	the	first	theory.	He	praised	the	theory	about	the	destruction	of	the	earth	by	fire.	He
compares	the	fire	with	human	passion	and	desire.	He	also	says	that	he	is	quite	familiar	with	this	concept	of	desire.	He	also	knows	about	the	capability	of	desire	which	can	be	produced	in	human	beings.	With	this	knowledge	in	mind,	the	poet	frankly	confesses	that	he	agrees	with	those	people	who	believe	that	the	world	will	be	burnt	to	ash.Stanza	3But
if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	ice	In	these	lines,	the	poet	stops	discussing	the	first	theory	and	goes	on	to	talk	about	the	theory	about	the	destruction	of	earth	by	ice.	Though,	he	does	not	discredit	the	first	theory	about	fire,	or	withdraw	his	support	for	its	greater	possibility	in	causing	the	apocalypse.	He
simply	considers	what	might	happen	if	the	earth	were	to	be	destroyed	a	second	time.	He	is	sure	that	the	second	time	ice	and	the	freezing	temperatures	will	be	enough	to	destroy	the	earth	as	nearly	and	effectively	as	fire	previously	had.	The	poet	then	compares	ice	with	hatred.	He	says	that	hatred	is	also	an	emotion	that	he	is	familiar	with,	and	that	he
knows	what	kind	of	danger	can	arise	from	hatred.	With	this	knowledge,	he	comes	to	the	conclusion	that	both	an	ice	age	and	the	coldness	in	mans	heart	can	cause	the	apocalypse	for	a	second	time.Quick	Revision	Notes	The	poet	talks	about	the	two	different	beliefs	regarding	the	end	of	this	world.	He	says	that	he	is	in	the	favour	of	those	who	say	this
world	will	end	in	fire	as	he	has	seen	the	effect	and	result	of	uncontrolled	and	unending	desires	of	humans.	He	finds	the	human	desires	same	as	fire	in	its	nature.	On	the	other	hand,	the	second	belief	tells	that	ice	is	sufficient	for	destroying	this	world	and	the	poet	compares	the	nature	of	ice	with	hatred	of	humans.	As	ice	can	make	a	part	of	body	numb
with	its	prolonged	contact	like	hatred	can	also	give	numbness	to	our	mind	and	thoughts	and	make	us	insensitive	and	cruel.	The	speaker	brings	us	into	the	middle	of	an	argument	between	people	who	think	the	world	will	come	to	a	fiery	end	and	people	who	think	the	world	will	freeze.	Author	is	talking	about	the	literal	end	of	the	world,	but	he's	also
talking	about	the	power	that	human	beings	have	to	harm	or	"destroy"	one	another.NCERT	Solutions	of	Fire	and	IceGo	Back	To	Summary	of	Class	10th	First	Flight	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviews	"Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,Some	say	in	ice.From	what	I've	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire...."'Fire	and	Ice',	one	of	Robert	Frost's	most
popular	poems,	was	first	published	in	December	1920	in	Harper's	Magazine,	as	well	as	later	within	his	Pulitzer-prize	winning	book	'New	Hampshire'	(1923).	The	poem	reflects	on	the	topic	of	the	end	of	the	world,	comparing	one's	insaciable	lust	with	passionate	flames,	and	seething	hate	with	the	ruthless	cold.	The	poem	has	now	become	one	of	Frost's
most	esteemed,	recognized,	and	anthologized	poems.	Robert	Frost	(18741964)	was	one	of	America's	most	popular	20th-century	poets.	After	decades	as	a	farmer,	he	decided	to	devote	himself	to	his	poetry.	His	first	two	books	of	verse,	'A	Boy's	Will'	(1913)	and	'North	of	Boston'	(1914),	were	immediate	successes.	Frost	was	awarded	the	Pulitzer	Prize	for
poetry	four	times,	&	also	served	as	"Consultant	in	Poetry	to	the	Library	of	Congress"	in	1958.	Today,	he	is	most	often	remembered	for	his	'The	Road	Not	Taken	and	Other	Poems'	(1916).GenresPoetryClassicsFictionAmericanClassic	Literature	3	people	are	currently	readingFlinty,	moody,	plainspoken	and	deep,	Robert	Frost	was	one	of	America's	most
popular	20th-century	poets.	Frost	was	farming	in	Derry,	New	Hampshire	when,	at	the	age	of	38,	he	sold	the	farm,	uprooted	his	family	and	moved	to	England,	where	he	devoted	himself	to	his	poetry.	His	first	two	books	of	verse,	A	Boy's	Will	(1913)	and	North	of	Boston	(1914),	were	immediate	successes.	In	1915	he	returned	to	the	United	States	and
continued	to	write	while	living	in	New	Hampshire	and	then	Vermont.	His	pastoral	images	of	apple	trees	and	stone	fences	--	along	with	his	solitary,	man-of-few-words	poetic	voice	--	helped	define	the	modern	image	of	rural	New	England.	Frost's	poems	include	"Mending	Wall"	("Good	fences	make	good	neighbors"),	"Stopping	by	Woods	on	a	Snowy
Evening"	("Whose	woods	these	are	I	think	I	know"),	and	perhaps	his	most	famous	work,	"The	Road	Not	Taken"	("Two	roads	diverged	in	a	wood,	and	I--	/	I	took	the	one	less	traveled	by").	Frost	was	awarded	the	Pulitzer	Prize	for	poetry	four	times:	in	1924,	1931,	1937	and	1943.	He	also	served	as	"Consultant	in	Poetry	to	the	Library	of	Congress"	from
1958-59;	that	position	was	renamed	as	Poet	Laureate	Consultant	in	Poetry	(or	simply	Poet	Laureate)	in	1986.Frost	recited	his	poem	"The	Gift	Outright"	at	the	1961	inauguration	of	John	F.	Kennedy...	Frost	attended	both	Dartmouth	College	and	Harvard,	but	did	not	graduate	from	either	school...	Frost	preferred	traditional	rhyme	and	meter	in	poetry;
his	famous	dismissal	of	free	verse	was,	"I'd	just	as	soon	play	tennis	with	the	net	down."Displaying	1	-	30	of	42	reviewsFebruary	7,	2017It	is	still	too	abstract	for	me.	I	have	yet	to	improve	and	to	take	one	step	at	a	time	to	mature	so	that	I	can	comprehend	the	underlying	theme	reflected	within.	I	shall	re-read	and	revisit	the	poem	someday	:)	March	29,
2017This	is	an	amazing,	booming	poem	that	will	touch	you	to	your	core	and	make	you	contemplate	what	the	poet	is	saying	as	well.October	5,	2022We	are	all	one	with	fire	and	ice,	I	think	the	real	question	is	which	comes	first.	Will	we	all	burn	or	will	we	all	freeze	over	first?	Hell	freezes	over	Fire	and	Ice	is	a	nice	poem	about	how	we	are	partically	world
destruction.	We	can	stop	it,	we	can	cause	it,	we	ARE	it.	I've	tasted	desire	and	I've	had	my	fair	share	of	hate.	Still	to	this	day	I	have	those	things.November	27,	2021"Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,	Some	say	in	ice.	From	what	I've	tasted	of	desire	I	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.	But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,	I	think	I	know	enough	of	hate	To	know
that	for	destruction	ice	Is	also	great	And	would	suffice."Robert	Frost	is	an	incredible	soulful	writer	who	I	thoroughly	love	the	poems	of.	This	one	is	potent	and	gorgeous!	I	love	his	philosophical	nature	and	that	he	describes	things	so	elegantly	and	cleverly.	20th-century	classics	poetrySeptember	8,	2015Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,Some	say	in
ice.From	what	I've	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice.	March	22,	2019I	have	arranged	my	takeaway	thoughts	on	this	poem	into	a	haiku:"In	the	end,	it's	moot,For	ice	and	fire	share	one	root--That's	mankind	itself."January
24,	2024"Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,Some	say	in	ice.From	what	I've	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire...."The	poem	reflects	on	the	topic	of	the	end	of	the	world,	comparing	one's	insaciable	lust	with	passionate	flames,	and	seething	hate	with	the	ruthless	cold.	The	poem	has	now	become	one	of	Frost's	most	esteemed,	recognized,
and	anthologized	poems.Frost	suggests	that	fire	and	ice	are	equal	measures	for	the	destruction	of	the	world.	This	serves	as	an	interesting	view	on	polarity	(and	superposition)	by	saying	that	two	poles	are	equal.	Perhaps	this	can	be	extrapolated.2024	american-literature	classic	March	15,	2017	Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,	Some	say	in	ice.	From
what	Ive	tasted	of	desire	I	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.	But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,	I	think	I	know	enough	of	hate	To	say	that	for	destruction	ice	Is	also	great	And	would	suffice.	Yes...	totally	agree	with	my	fav	poet	that	the	world	will	not	end	through	burning	(fire)	or	by	freezing	(ice),	but	the	world	can	easily	be	destroyed	through	HATE!	Jealousy	&
hatred	for	each	other	is	enough	to	bring	massive	destruction!	October	19,	20205:07amUnfortunately,	I	think	the	deep	meaning	and	underlying	themes	(if	there	are	any)	were	lost	on	me.	I	found	it	too	notional	and	quite..	basic.	The	rhyming	was	pretty	neat,	though.	August	9,	2022The	poem	defies	the	charge	of	Puritanism	that	is	normally	levelled
against	Frost.	To	disgrace	him	people	talk	of	Yeatss	spur	to	lust	and	rage,	as	if	Frost	did	not	know	or	have	any	of	these.	Frosts	full-grown	poetry	demonstrates	the	aside	that	Pound	made	with	reference	to	his	early	work:	There	are	only	two	passions	in	art:	there	are	only	love	and	hatewith	endless	modifications.	Fire	and	Ice	is	Frosts	poem	of	dry-eyed
reception	of	both	passions	in	their	most	caustic	form.This	staggeringly	diminutive	lyric	of	nine	lines	merely	is	encumbered	with	tons	of	significance	denotation	which	is	implied	and	reveals	itself	only	to	the	analytical	temper	and	the	labouring	accessible	mind.	The	poem	brings	home	to	us	the	irony	of	human	survival.	This	illogicality	intrinsic	in	the
poem	is	indicated	by	the	title	of	the	poem	Fire	and	Ice.	The	poet	feels	that	the	world	will	one	day	be	consumed	by	an	overload	of	fire.	But	the	poet	also	thinks	that	if	the	world	were	to	end	two	times,	even	ice	could	obliterate	the	world,	and	there	was	adequate	ice	for	this.	If	interpreted	at	a	representational	plane,	one	could	articulate	that	fire
corresponds	to	tremendous	passion	of	warm	affectionte	sentiments	while	ice	stands	for	downright	reversal	or	nonexistence	of	feelings.	Or	it	could	be	hate	outright.	At	the	core	of	the	poem	lies	the	suggestion	that	acute	forms	of	either	detestation	or	affection	are	uniformly	catastrophic	and	holds	the	power	to	annihilate	the	world	within	the	twinkle	of	a
stare.	The	very	last	line	of	the	poem	makes	us	feel	that	the	poem	does	not	question	either	the	survival	or	the	strength	of	these	powers.	He	is	cognizant	of	the	harmful	capacities	of	these	two	powers	and	is	possibly	an	instinctive,	hushed	but	desperately	dependent	observer	of	the	world	heading	towards	its	conclusion	in	one	of	the	two	ways.	What	can	be
more	pathetic	and	satirical	than	one	seeing	ones	own	self	and	ones	fellow	beings	heading	onward	towards	predictable	ruin	there	is	no	alternative	between	life	and	death:	there	is	only	a	choice	in	the	scheme	of	death.	A	disposition	of	feeble	darkness	permeates	the	poem.	There	is	a	pragmatic	pessimism	by	which	the	poem	is	governed.	It	seems	that
Frost	sees	the	astringent	certainty	of	the	world	with	an	atypical	aloofness	as	though	he	were	not	an	element	of	the	world.	Frost	has	been	censured	for	the	stiff	tenor	of	the	poem.	This	stiff	quality	of	the	pitch	of	the	poem	comes	from	the	fact	that	the	poem	takes	a	commendably	isolated	and	impartial	stand	in	the	poem.	He	purely	presents	the	case	as	it
is;	he	does	not	appear	to	be	affected.	He	is	cold	and	unmoved.	But	this	inflexibility	is	seeped	through	and	through	in	the	poem.	We	can	conclude	that	though	the	poem	is	philosophical,	and	offers	in	the	figure	of	an	axiom,	a	speck	of	assumption	about	the	ending	of	the	world	and	the	foundation	of	perception,	this	petite	lyric	is	succinctness	and
exactitude	illustrated.	The	verse	consists	of	barely	nine	lines.	The	poem	demonstrates	very	well	Frosts	metaphysical	comportment	and	his	competence	in	not	only	juxtaposing	but	also	merging	entirely	adversative	notions.	The	bringing	together	of	fire	and	ice	is	perchance	an	inimitable	trend	in	literary	narration.July	16,	2025Antithesis	and	duality	in	a
short	poem?Count	me	in.I	like	the	fact	that	the	poem	works	in	two	levels:	what	he	says	and	what	is	underneath.	Frost	is	deceptively	simple	using	easy	fiction	to	philosophize.	Fire	(passion)	and	ice(hatred)	are	two	diametrically	opposite	states	which	are	destructive.Nothing	is	specific,	but	maybe	that	is	the	point;	this	contradiction	can	be	applied	to
many	things,	aspects,states	in	life.	I	like	the	contrast	between	the	direct	and	simple	tone	of	the	poem	to	the	indirect,	general	and	complex	implications	that	lie	underneath.February	12,	2022Some	say	jump,And	we,	being	accustomed	naturally,say	how	highBut	to	what	nature	we	are	accustom?	Discernation	seems	to	me	but	a	sect	of	life,	whose
subscribers	(myself	included)	are	raised	to	divide	and	to	choose.	Is	this	right	or	wrong,	left	of	right...,	fire	or	ice?	We	are	so	accustomed	to	choosing	how	the	world	ends	that	it's	inevitability	evades	us.	Let	living	life	be	the	nature	to	which	we	are	accustom,	not	dissecting	it.	Fire	and	ice	both	suffice.	Lets	get	on	with	our	lives.March	11,	2024FULL
REVIEW	ON	MY	WEBSITE	im	doing	the	same	mistake	of	reading	a	poem	even	thou	I	now	super	well	that	im	not	a	poem	person	and	I	dont	understand	the	hype	with	poems.	However	this	one	wasnt	half	bad	as	many	other	poems	Ive	read.The	writing	style	was	pretty	decent	but	nothing	extraordinary.The	theme	of	this	poem	was	beautifully	and	really
fun	to	read	about.May	2,	2021Fire	and	Ice	is	a	famous	poem	by	Robert	Frost	that	poses	a	morbid	yet	interesting	question.	This	poem	considers	the	end	of	times	both	in	a	literal	sense	of	the	world	burning	up	or	freezing,	i.e.,	the	title:	"Fire	and	Ice."	But	also,	in	a	more	figurative	sense,	human	desire	or	human	hatred	pushing	us	forward	to	an	uncertain
yet	indefinite	end.	We	see	this	in	the	phrase	"From	what	I've	tasted	of	desire"	and	"I	think	I	know	enough	of	hate."	these	suggest	how	humans	are	our	own	greatest	threat.	This	poem,	though	only	nine	lines	long,	leaves	a	major	impact	and	can	be	a	great	conversation	starter	or	even	a	page	starter	as	from	it,	students	may	discuss	or	write	many	things
such	as	what	theories	they	come	up	with	to	expand	on	these	nine-lines	or	even	a	story	they	write	based	on	expanding	these	9	lines.	On	the	surface,	it	may	seem	a	bit	mature	for	middle	schoolers,	as	in	a	literal	sense,	it	discusses	how	the	end	of	the	world	will	come	about.	However,	if	we	strip	it	down	and	read	between	the	lines,	we	see	how	relevant	it
can	be.	Through	group	and	class	discussion,	I	want	my	students	to	ponder	what	this	poem	could	be	saying	if	stripped	down	to	its	core.	Ultimately	we	will	discuss	what	this	poem	tells	us	about	choice	and	how	responsible	choices	lead	one	way	and	irresponsible	ones	lead	differently.	Including	that	making	the	responsible	choice	isn't	always	popular,	nor
does	it	generally	give	instant	gratification	the	way	irresponsible	choices	might;	however,	it	pays	off	in	the	long	run.	This	poem	is	great	for	generating	several	burning	questions	that	can	be	explored	creatively.	A	strategy	I	would	have	my	students	do	for	Robert	Frost's	Fire	and	Ice	Poem	is	Gallagher's	Burning	questions.	The	example	I	would	provide
and	then	look	into	would	be,	"Why	are	we	humans	obsessed	with	the	end	of	the	world?	If	we	take	such	extreme	examples	of	human	nature	and	bring	them	back	to	ourselves	as	individuals,	what	do	we	obsess	over?"	I	want	them	to	consider	one	or	two	burning	questions	that	this	poem	has	given	them	and	explore	the	answers	through	their	own	thoughts
and	research.	February	5,	2025Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,Some	say	in	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice.March	28,	2021I	feel	like	this	piece	really	hit	the	nail	on	the	head,	especially	with	the
state	of	the	world	today.	Frost	is	a	mastery	of	short	poems	with	large	meanings	and	I	absolutely	adore	it.	April	12,	2021The	context	of	the	poem	is	still	very	much	relevant	with	the	scenario	we	are	facing	in	the	contemporary	world.	May	7,	2021"	But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice"How	the	wirld	will	end?	Fire	or	Ice?I	think	I	know	enough	of	hate	and
loveNovember	4,	2021I	had	to	do	a	project	on	a	poet	in	8th	grade,	and	I	chose	Robert	Frost.	With	one	Google	search,	I	found	this	poem.	It's	my	favorite	of	his,	and	it's	extremely	thought	provoking.	November	3,	2023I	think	I	know	enough	of	hate,	to	say	that	for	destruction	ice	is	also	great	and	would	suffice.April	20,	2024"Fire	and	Ice"	is	a	cunning
poem	about	how	you'd	prefer	the	world	to	end,	of	desires	and	hatreds.	My	rating	-	3/5May	1,	20254/5	Stars	(%73/100)Robert	Frosts	Fire	and	Ice	is	a	succinct	yet	powerful	poem	that	explores	the	destructive	potential	of	human	emotionsdesire	and	hatredthrough	the	metaphor	of	fire	and	ice.	Frosts	mastery	of	language	and	imagery	creates	a	sharp,
thought-provoking	reflection	on	the	end	of	the	world,	using	simplicity	to	convey	profound	philosophical	questions	about	the	nature	of	destruction.	While	brief,	the	poems	layered	meanings	and	emotional	intensity	make	it	one	of	Frosts	most	enduring	works.2015	4-stars	american	March	13,	2015Kimi	diyor	ATEtir	dnyann	sonu,Kimi	diyor	BUZ.HIRS
tattmdanAteten	yana	olanlardanm	ben.Ama	iki	kez	yok	olsayd	eer	bu	dnya,Sanrm	NEFRETi	de	yeterince	biliyorum,Buz	da	muazzam	bir	yok	edicidir,	Diyecek	kadar.--o--Fire	and	IceSome	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,Some	say	in	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of
hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice.April	14,	2011If	only	all	poets	would	follow	the	K.I.S.S	principle.	Just	kidding,	I	actually	wish	this	poem	was	longer.	I	like	the	claim	that	this	poem	may	have	been	inspired	by	Dante's	Inferno,	with	the	nine	lines	of	the	poem	corresponding	to	the	nine	rings	of	hell.	Very	cool.	classics	lumi-s-
reviews	poetryDisplaying	1	-	30	of	42	reviewsGet	help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.CBSE	Class	10	English	First	Flight	book	Chapter	1	has	another	poem,	which	is	Fire	and	Ice.	This	chapter	has	two	poems,	both	written	by	Robert	Frost.	Here,	we	will	be	discussing	the	Fire	and	Ice	poem.	We	have	provided	the	CBSE	Class	10	English	Poem	Notes
Fire	and	Ice	along	with	the	summary.	By	going	through	the	CBSE	English	notes	and	summary	of	the	Fire	and	Ice	poem,	students	will	understand	the	meaning	of	the	poem	in	detail.	Also,	they	will	get	the	poets	point	of	view,	and	the	message	conveyed	through	this	poem.	The	poem	is	explained	in	detail	for	students	easy	understanding.Students	can	also
go	throughCBSE	Essaysto	improve	their	writing	section	of	the	English	paper.	Fire	and	Ice	is	a	short	poem	written	by	Robert	Frost.	The	poem	expresses	the	idea	that	the	world	will	end	someday,	either	by	fire	or	by	ice.	Here,	the	poet	has	compared	Fire	and	Ice	with	the	self-destructing	emotions	of	human	beings.	The	Fire	and	Ice	poem	beautifully
describes	how	humans	let	their	emotions	rule	over	them.	They	have	no	control	over	their	desires.	They	work	towards	achieving	their	desires,	but	the	more	they	work,	the	more	they	get	trapped	in	them.	Thus,	they	never	feel	satisfied	and	destroy	their	life.	In	a	similar	way,	the	poet	thinks	that	fire	and	ice	will	lead	to	the	destruction	of	the	world.CBSE
Class	10	English	Fire	and	Ice	Poem	Explanation	NotesBelow,	we	have	provided	the	Fire	and	Ice	poem.	We	have	then	explained	the	meaning	of	the	poem	in	detail.	Students	must	go	through	it	to	understand	the	poem	in	a	better	way.Fire	and	Ice	Poem	and	ExplanationSome	say	the	world	will	end	in	fireSome	say	in	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI
hold	with	those	who	favour	fire.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice.ROBERT	FROSTIn	this	poem,	the	poet	expresses	the	two	ways	in	which	the	world	may	end.	Some	people	say	that	the	world	will	end	by	fire,	while	others	say	that	it	will	end	by	Ice.	The	poet	says	that	he
is	aware	of	the	fiery	desires	of	human	emotions,	so	he	will	favour	those	who	say	that	Fire	will	end	the	world.	Then,	the	poet	rethinks	again	and	imagines	if	the	world	has	to	die	twice,	then	Ice	has	the	capability,	similar	to	Fire,	to	destroy	the	whole	world.The	poet	compares	fire	and	ice	with	the	self-destructive	nature	of	human	beings.	According	to	the
poet,	Fire	stands	for	desire,	greed	and	lust.	There	is	no	end	to	such	emotions.	The	more	humans	try	to	fulfil	them,	the	more	rapidly	these	emotions	spread,	similar	to	fire.	These	feelings	often	engulf	human	life,	and	they	get	trapped	in	them.	As	a	result,	people	become	egotist,	selfish	and	cruel.	On	the	other	hand,	the	poet	describes	Ice	as	the	rigid,
rough	and	hateful	side	of	human	emotions.	People	become	harsh	and	do	not	care	about	the	emotions	and	feelings	of	others.	They	are	indifferent	to	others	happiness	and	sorrow.	Thus,	the	poet	says	that	since	Ice	and	Fire	both	are	growing	at	such	rapid	speed,	the	world	will	end	soon,	either	by	Fire	or	by	Ice.	The	poem	conveys	a	beautiful	message	that
human	emotions	rule	over	them.	If	humans	dont	control	their	emotions,	they	will	ruin	their	life	and	bring	them	to	the	verge	of	chaos.We	hope	this	CBSE	Class	10	English	First	Flight	Poem	Notes	Fire	and	Ice	must	have	helped	students	in	their	exam	preparation.	Students	can	find	complete	information	related	to	CBSE	and	get	the	study	material,	such
as	sample	papers,	textbooks,	syllabus,	NCERT	solutions,	question	papers,	etc.,	for	their	board	exam	preparation,	at	BYJUS.	You	can	also	find	essays	for	topics	such	as	Independence	Day,	Republic	Day,	Women	Empowerment,	Constitution	of	India	&	etc.	Students	can	also	download	the	BYJUS	App	for	interactive	study	videos.The	poet	of	Fire	and	Ice	is
Robert	Frost.There	are	four	kinds	of	basic	human	emotions:	happiness,	sadness,	fear	and	anger.Anger,	fear,	resentment,	frustration	and	anxiety	are	negative	emotional	states	that	people	experience	regularly	but	try	to	avoid.	Fire	and	Ice	Class	10th	English	First	Flight	Poem	Detailed	clarification	of	poem	along	with	meanings	of	difficult	words.	Also,
the	explanation	is	followed	by	the	literary	devices	used	and	a	description	of	the	Chapter.	All	the	exercises	and	Answers	and	Questions	given	at	the	back	of	the	chapter	have	been	covered.Fire	and	Ice	PoemSome	say	the	world	will	end	in	fireSome	say	in	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think
I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice.Fire	and	Ice	SummaryRobert	Frosts	poetry	Fire	and	Ice	is	a	symbolic	poem.	Fire	is	used	as	the	emotion	of	desire	and	ice	is	a	representation	of	hatred.	He	has	used	the	idea	of	two	groups	who	have	their	own	idea	for	the	end	of	the	world.	One	group	is	of	the	opinion	that
fire	can	destroy	every	possibility	of	life	on	Earth.	While	the	other	thinks	that	ice	was	also	capable	to	bringing	the	world	to	an	end.	If	ice,	as	a	result	of	extremely	low	temperatures	could	cover	the	earths	surface	then	it	can	lead	to	the	end	of	the	world.	Both	the	components	are	compared	with	self-destructing	emotions:	hatred	and	desire.	The	poet	is
originally	of	the	opinion	that	he	has	been	closely	associated	with	the	fiery	Desires	and	considers	it	capable	of	bringing	Humans	on	the	verge	of	destruction.	Thus,	he	considers	fire	as	more	competent	for	destruction.	But	then	he	thinks	that	icy	hatred	is	just	as	capable	equal	damage,	though	steadily	and	slowly.	Therefore,	if	Earth	was	to	end	twice,	ice
would	be	just	as	appropriate	as	fire.	If	a	fire	would	lead	to	rapid	destruction,	ice	would	lead	to	silent	damage.	Similarly,	if	a	fire	is	a	pure	passion,	ice	is	pure	reason.	So	the	poet,	Robert	Frost	conveys	the	philosophy	that	if	we	let	our	emotions	overrule	us	and	not	keep	them	in	control	then	they	will	bring	destruction.Fire	and	Ice	Poem	ExplanationSome
say	the	world	will	end	in	fireSome	say	in	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desire*I	hold	with	those	who	favour*	fire.Explanation:	The	poet,	Robert	Frost	expresses	his	idea	that	the	world	would	end	either	by	ice	or	by	fire.	One	group	says	that	the	Earth	will	get	so	heated	that	it	will	lead	to	fire	destroying	the	Earth.	The	second	group	is	of	the	opinion	that	the
Earths	temperature	will	go	down.	This	will	make	life	on	Earth	impossible.	Fire	has	been	compared	to	desire	and	hatred.	He	conveys	that	humans	let	their	desires	rule	and	therefore	it	leads	to	unbearable	consequences.But	if	it	had	to	perish*	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice*.The	poet	now
considers	the	second	option.	He	says	that	if	the	earth	was	to	end	twice	then	ice	would	have	been	competent	enough.	He	compares	ice	to	hatred.	the	human	tendency	of	hatred	has	the	equal	power	to	end	the	world.	although	it	is	a	slower	process	than	desire.	So,	ice	is	equaly	good	as	fire	to	destroy	life	on	Earth	and	bring	it	to	an	end.Word	meaning	Fire
and	IceDesire-	wishing	for	something	to	happenFavour-	SupportPerish-	DieSuffice-	SufficientFire	and	Ice	Poem	NCERT	SolutionsQ1.	For	Frost,	what	do	fire	and	ice	stand	for?A.	The	word	fire	stands	for	inclined.	In	the	poem,	pointing	all	types	of	lust	and	greed.	In	todays	world,	mankinds	greed	is	endangering	the	very	existence	of	the	planet	Earth.	The
word	ice	in	the	poem	indicates	indifference	and	hatred	which	is	as	cold	as	ice.Q2.	How	has	Frost	brought	out	the	contrast	ideas	in	the	poem?A.	Inclination	propels	us	in	hot	chase	of	something,	hence,	it	is	compared	with	fire.Hatred	makes	us	cold	towards	others	feelings.	The	coldness	of	ice	can	numb	our	senses.	Similarly,	the	coldness	of	our	hearts
can	numb	our	kindness.That	is	why	hatred	has	been	compared	with	ice.Q3.	Write	down	the	2	different	see	about	the	end	of	the	world?A.	There	is	a	debate	that	is	going	on	about	the	end	of	the	world.People	say	that	the	world	will	end	in	fire	or	in	ice.The	world	is	transient,	nothing	is	perennial	in	this	universe.Q	4.	How	does	Robert	Frost	alert	the
common	man?A.	Man	is	selfish,	lustful,	avaricious,	hateful	and	indifferent.Robert	Frost	cautions	the	common	man	and	says	that	he	should	not	forget	the	bitter	reality	that	everything	in	this	world	is	transitory	and	death	is	indispensable.Q5.	Why	does	the	author	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire?A:	The	author	takes	sides	with	those	who	believe	that	the
world	will	be	spoil	by	fire.Frost	connects	fire	with	desire.According	to	the	author,	the	inclination	is	powerful	and	would	be	a	quick	end.	Moreover,	the	fact	that	he	has	had	personal	experience	with	desire	leads	him	to	first	conclude	that	the	world	will	end	in	fire.Q6.	Write	the	sum	and	thing	of	the	poem	Fire	and	Ice?A:	The	crystal	clear	message	that	the
poet	is	trying	to	give	is	that	nothing	in	this	world	is	eternal.	Everything	will	perish	either	in	ice	or	fire.We	should,	thus,	not	forget	this	supreme	act	and	keep	ourselves	above	all	selfish	matters.Q7.	Briefly	write	about	the	ideas	concerning	how	the	world	will	end?A.	The	world	will	end	as	a	direct	result	of	either	fire	or	ice.Some	scientists	believed	that	the
world	would	be	incinerated	from	its	fierce	core,	while	others	were	convinced	that	the	coming	ice	age	would	spoil	all	living	things	on	the	Earths	surface.Frost	introduces	a	more	emotional	side,	associating	desire	with	fire	and	hatred	with	ice.The	poem,	thus,does	not	allow	for	any	other	opinions	in	the	white	and	black	discussion	amid	fire	and	ice.Q8.	To
say	that	for	annihilation	ice	is	also	great	for	the	poet,	what	does	ice	stand	for?	How	is	it	substantial	to	bring	annihilation?A.Ice	symbolizes	hatred.	Hate	is	just	as	powerful	as	inclination.	While	inclination	consumes	immediately,	hate	can	occur	and	linger	in	peoples	hearts	and	minds	for	years	and	sometimes	even	lifetimes.Hate	consumers	the	hater
perhaps	even	more	than	the	group	or	person	hated	and	it	can	ruin	lives.	Hate	can,	thus,	be	very	sufficient	and	destructive	to	fetch	annihilation.Q	9.	But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice.	How	will	the	world	perish	two	times?A.	According	to	the	poet,	the	world	will	end	due	to	the	fire,	which	symbolizes	inclination.	But	if	the	world	had	to	end	two	times	then	it	will
be	due	to	the	hatred	symbolized	by	ice.The	poet	feels	that	there	is	enough	hatred	in	the	world	that	is	spreading	among	the	people.This	hatred	will	end	the	world	one	day.Q10.	Which	age-old	question	does	the	poem	revolve	around?A.	The	poem	revolves	around	the	age-old	question	of	whether	the	world	will	end	in	fire	or	ice.	This	is	identical	to	another
age-old	question,	whether	it	would	be	preferable	to	freeze	to	death	or	burn	to	death.	The	poet	determines	that	either	option	would	achieve	its	objective	sufficiently	well.Q11.	Discuss	how	rear	most	behavior	can	hasten	the	end	of	the	world	with	respect	to	Fire	and	Ice?A.	Fire	symbolizes	desire	and	Ice	symbolizes	hatred.	The	inclination	is	a	kind	of
intense	love	or	wants	that	focuses	people	on	getting	and	acquiring	and	possessing.	Our	society	is	full	of	people	who	spend	their	lives	working	to	get	a	better	and	bigger	TV,a	more	stylish	car	or	a	more	extravagant	house.	This	kind	of	Inclination	can	lead	people	to	annihilation	in	the	form	of	bankruptcy	or	even	broken	relationships.Frosts	poem	speaks
on	the	issue	of	greed	corrupting	people	and	even	society.	The	power	of	hate,	which	is	symbolized	by	ice	is	just	as	great	as	Inclination.	While	Inclination	consumes	quickly	hate	produces	shy	yet	restrained	devastation.For	instance,Kate	is	the	root	cause	of	war	and	racism.	It	can	linger	in	peoples	minds	for	lifetimes.	Moreover,	it	consumes	the	hater	even
more	than	the	person	hated.	It	thus	ruins	lives.Q12.	The	poetry	Fire	and	Ice,	carries	with	it	very	deep	thematic	ideas.	Detailed	on	this	darkest	trace	of	human	quality?A.	Frost	presents	the	2	of	the	darkest	traits	of	humanity	the	capacity	to	hate	and	the	capacity	to	be	consumed	by	desire	or	lust.	Of	the	two,	he	attributes	the	greater	of	the	2	evils,	is
inclination.In	giving	inclination	to	the	foremost	position	with	regard	to	the	destruction	of	the	world,Frost	is	providing	a	powerful	statement	on	the	subject	of	jealousy	and	greed,	saying	that	above	all	traits	of	humanity	that	is	most	likely	to	lead	to	its	demise.	Inclination	represents	the	greatest	problem	that	attributes	to	the	cause	of	the	war.However,	he
lessens	the	relative	importance	of	hatred	but	still	presents	it	as	having	the	ability	to	lead	to	the	destruction	of	the	world	if	it	were	to	happen	for	the	2nd	time.Q13.	The	author	presents	two	reasons	which	will	lead	to	the	destruction	of	human	quality.	What	values	do	you	garner	from	the	2	possible	reasons	provided	by	him?A.	The	poet	provides	and	deals
with	two	possible	causes	for	the	end	of	the	world.	He	points	more	towards	the	emotional	and	sentimental	and	emotional	side	of	the	issue.	As	for	him,	fire	denotes	deep	burning	desire	and	passion,	while	ice	is	highlighted	for	its	icy	cold	and	hatred	side	of	the	emotions.	He	favors	both	the	arguments	and	says	that	either	the	deep	burning	passion	or	the
jealousy	factor	and	cold	hatred	will	push	the	people	to	walk	on	the	path	of	destruction.	The	poet	is	sure	of	this	destruction	of	human	quality.	He	1st	talks	about	the	destruction	because	of	fire	and	in	case	this	fails,	then	ice	will	end	the	world.	The	love	that	people	have	for	one	another	will	turn	into	hatred.	In	the	race	of	climbing	up	and	outdo	one
another,	people	will	tend	to	hate	each	other.	These	negative	emotions	will	become	so	strong	that	it	will	surpass	all	the	love	and	lead	to	the	destruction	of	humanity.Q14.	How	will	the	world	end?	Support	your	answer	with	scientific	clarification?A.	According	to	the	scientists,	the	two	reasons	for	the	destruction	of	the	world	will	be	either	fiery	core	of	the
ice	age.In	other	words,	either	the	deep	heat	or	fire	under	the	Earth	beds	will	lead	to	natural	calamities	like	volcano	eruptions,	earthquakes,	and	tsunamis	which	will	one	day	end	the	world	or	the	melting	of	ice	from	the	snowy	mountains	due	to	global	warming	will	shrink	the	world.	Frost,	thus,	tries	to	warn	people	against	the	two	greatest	problems
facing	mankind	and	the	consequences	of	human	vices	with	an	increased	effectiveness.Also	See:Dust	of	Snow	English	Poem	1	Summary,	ExplanationFire	and	ICE	English	Poem	2	Summary,	ExplanationA	Tiger	in	the	Zoo	Poem	3,	Summary,	Explanation,	SolutionsHow	to	tell	Wild	Animals	Poem	4The	Ball	Poem	5	Summary,	ExplanationAnimals	Poem	6,
Summary,	Explanation,	SolutionsThe	Trees	Poem	Poem	7,	Summary,	Explanation,	SolutionsMijbil	The	Otter	Chapter	8	Class	10	EnglishMadam	Rides	the	Bus	Class	10	English	Chapter	9Glimpses	of	India	Chapter	7	English	Class	10A	Letter	to	God	Class	10	English	First	Flight	Chapter	1Two	Stories	About	Flying	Class	10	English	First	Flight	Chapter
3Long	Walk	to	Freedom	Class	10	English	First	Flight	Chapter	2The	Diary	of	Anne	Frank	Class	10	English	First	Flight	Chapter	4The	Hundred	Dresses	Part	1	Chapter	5	Class	10	English	First	FlightThe	Hundred	Dresses-II	Chapter	6	Class	10	English	First	Flight	But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs
also	greatAnd	would	suffice.ROBERT	FROST	Explanation	of	the	PoemStanza	1Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fireSome	say	in	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire.ExplanationThe	poet	is	analysing	about	the	end	of	the	world.	The	poet	provides	and	deals	with	two	possible	causes	for	the	end	of	the	world.	He	considers	the
age-old	question	of	whether	the	world	will	end	in	fire	or	in	ice.	Both	the	two	reasons	contrast	each	other	and	are	equally	opposite	to	each	other.	On	one	side	of	the	debate	are	tohse	people	who	are	in	favour	of	fire.	They	believe	that	it	will	be	the	heat	and	the	passion,	which	will	lead	the	humanity,	the	world,	to	end.	On	the	other	side	of	the	debate	are
those	people	who	favour	ice	and	feel	that	it	will	be	the	ice	which	will	freeze	the	world.Frost	is	providing	a	powerful	statement	on	the	subject	of	greed	and	jealously.	He	is	saying	that	above	anything	else,	even	hatred,	which	is	the	trail	of	humanity,	is	most	likely	to	lead	the	world	to	its	demise.Stanza	2But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think,	I	know	enough
of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice.ExplanationThe	poet	is	very	much	sure	of	the	destruction	of	the	humanity.	He	first	talks	about	the	destruction	caused	by	fire	and	in	case	this	fails,	then	ice	will	result	into	hatred	that	will	end	humanity	one	day.	Frost	foes	on	to	discuss,	in	a	more	understated	manner,	the	power	of	hate,
which	is	symbolised	in	the	poem	by	ice.	Hate,	according	to	the	speaker,	is	just	as	powerful	as	desire.	While	desire	consumes,	quickly,	hate	is	just	as	great	and	powerful.	In	fact,	by	ending	the	poem	with	the	concept	of	hate.Frost	directs	the	reader	to	the	shy	yet	restrained	devastation	that	hate	can	produce.	Hate	can	occur	and	linger	in	peoples	minds
and	hearts	for	years,	sometimes	even	lifetimes.	Hate	is	presented	as	having	the	ability	to	lead	to	the	destruction	of	the	world	if	it	were	to	happen	for	a	second	time,	again	providing	a	powerful	warning	against	this	human	fallacy	(misunderstanding).Central	Idea	of	PoemThe	central	idea	around	which	the	entire	poem	revolves	is	that	only	love,	equality,
mutual	understanding	and	sympathy	for	one	and	all	can	help	in	establishing	peace	on	the	earth.	The	poet	mentions	that	both	the	ice	and	fire	can	bring	probable	end	to	this	world.	The	poet	talks	about	how	fire	represents	desire	and	can	therefore	be	a	cause	of	the	end	of	the	world.	He	also	mentions	ice	as	a	second	issue	to	symbolise	that	the	coldness
and	indifference	towards	on	another	will	also	be	enough	to	bring	an	end	to	this	world.	Too	much	fire	and	passion	can	quickly	consume	a	relationship.	while	cold	indifference	and	hate	can	be	equally	destructive.Poetic	Devices	Used	in	the	PoemAlliteration	:	Repetition	of	initial	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line.Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fireSome
say	in	iceI	hold	those	who	favour	fireParadox	:	A	true	statement	but	which	seems	untrue.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twiceSymbolismFire	a	symbol	of	desireIce	a	symbol	of	hateImagery	:	A	figure	of	speech	where	an	object,	person	or	situation	has	another	meaning	other	than	its	literal	meaning.Fire	and	ice	carry	deep	connotations.Fire	elicits	the	feeling	of
heat	and	light,	but	also	burning	and	pain.Ice	elicits	the	feeling	of	coldness,	but	also	indifference	and	intolerance.Rhyme	SchemeabaabcbcbWord	Meaningsdesire	:	wishhold	:	to	take	side,	favourfavour	:	incline	towardsperish	:	diesuffice	:	be	sufficientdestruction	:	wiping	out,	vooting	outQuestions	and	AnswersShort	Questions	and	AnswersQuestion	1	:
For	Frost,	what	do	fire	and	ice	stand	for?Answer	:	The	word	fire	stands	for	desire.	In	the	poem	it	indicates	all	types	of	greed	and	lust.	In	todays	world,	mankinds	greed	is	endangering	the	very	existence	of	the	planet	Earth.	The	word	ice	in	the	poem	indicates	hatred	and	indifference	which	is	as	cold	as	ice.	Cold	indifference	and	hate	can	be	equally
destructive.Question	2	:	How	has	Frost	brought	out	the	contrasting	ideas	in	the	poem?Answer	:	Desire	propels	(moves)	us	in	hot	pursuit	of	something,	hence,	it	is	compared	with	fire.	Hatred	makes	us	cold	towards	others	feelings.	The	coldness	of	ice	can	numb	our	senses.	Similarly,	the	coldness	of	our	hearts	can	numb	our	kindness.	That	is	why	hatred
has	been	compared	with	ice.Question	3	:	Write	down	the	two	different	views	about	the	end	of	the	world?Answer	:	There	is	a	debate	that	is	going	on	about	the	end	of	the	world.	People	say	that	the	world	will	end	in	fire	or	in	ice.	The	world	is	transitory,	nothing	is	perennial	(permanent)	in	this	universe.Question	4	:	How	does	Robert	Frost	cautions	the
common	man?Answer	:	Man	is	selfish,	avaricious	(greedy),	lustful,	indifferent	and	hateful.	Robert	Frost	cautions	the	common	man	and	says	that	he	should	not	forget	the	bitter	reality	that	everything	in	this	world	is	transitory	and	death	is	inevitable	(can	not	be	stopped).Question	5	:	Why	does	the	poet	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire?Answer	:	The	poet
takes	side	of	those	who	believe	that	the	world	will	be	destroyed	by	fire.	Frost	connects	fire	with	desire.	According	to	the	poet,	desire	is	powerful	and	can	bring	quick	end.	Moreover,	the	fact	that	he	has	had	person	experience	with	desire	leads	him	to	first	conclude	that	the	world	will	end	by	fire.Question	6	:	Write	the	sum	and	substance	of	the	poem
Fire	and	Ice.Answer	:	The	crystal	clear	message	that	the	poet	is	trying	to	give	is	that	nothing	in	this	world	is	eternal.	The	poet	first	concludes	that	the	world	must	end	in	fire	after	considering	his	personal	experience	with	desire	and	passion,	the	emotions	of	fire.	But	at	the	same	time,	ice	or	hatred	can	also	bring	total	destruction	of	this	world.	We	should
thus,	not	forget	this	supreme	reality	and	keep	ourselves	able	all	selfish	matters.Question	7	:	Briefly	write	about	the	ideas	about	how	the	world	will	end.Answer	:	The	world	will	end	as	a	direct	result	of	either	fire	or	ice.	Some	scientists	believe	that	the	world	would	be	incinerated	(destroyed)	from	its	fiery	core,	while	others	were	convinced	that	the
coming	ice	age	would	destroy	all	living	things	on	Earths	surface.	Frost	introduces	a	more	emotional	side,	associating	desire	with	fire	and	hatred	with	ice.	The	poem,	thus,	does	not	allow	for	any	other	opinions	in	the	black	and	white	debate	between	fire	and	ice.Question	8	:	To	say	that	for	destruction	ice	is	also	great	for	the	poet,	what	does	ice	stand
for?	How	is	it	sufficient	to	bring	destruction?Answer	:	Ice	symbolises	hatred.	Hate	is	just	as	powerful	as	desire.	While	desire	consumes	quickly,	hate	can	occur	and	linger	(stay)	in	peoples	minds	and	hearts	for	years	and	sometimes	even	lifetimes.	Hate	consumes	the	haters	perhaps	even	more	than	the	person	or	group	hated	and	it	can	ruin	lives.	Hate
can,	thus,	be	very	destructive	and	sufficient	to	bring	destruction.Question	9	:	But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice.	How	will	the	world	perish	twice?Answer	:	According	to	the	poet,	the	world	will	end	due	to	the	fire,	which	symbolises	desire.	But	if	the	world	had	to	end	twice	then	it	will	be	due	to	the	hatred	symbolised	by	ice.	The	poet	feels	that	there	is	enough
hatred	in	the	world	that	is	spreading	among	the	people.	This	hatred	will	end	the	world	one	day.Question	10	:	Which	age	old	question	does	the	poem	revolves	around?Answer	:	The	poem	revolves	around	the	age	old	question	of	whether	the	world	will	end	in	fire	or	in	ice.	This	is	similar	to	another	age	old	question,	whether	it	would	be	preferable	to
freeze	to	death	or	burn	to	death.	The	poet	determines	that	either	option	would	achieve	its	purpose	sufficiently	well.Long	Questions	and	AnswersQuestion	1	:	Discuss	how	extreme	beahviour	can	hasten	the	end	of	the	world	with	respect	to	Fire	and	Ice.Answer	:	Fire	symbolises	desire	and	Ice	symbolises	hatred.	Desire	is	a	kind	of	intense	love	or	want
that	focuses	people	on	getting	and	possessing	and	acquiring.	Our	society	is	full	of	people	who	spend	their	lives	working	to	get	a	bigger	and	better	TV,	a	more	stylish	car	or	a	more	extravagant	house.	This	kind	of	desire	can	lead	people	to	destruction	in	the	form	of	bankruptcy	or	even	broken	relationships.	Frosts	poem	speaks	on	the	issue	of	greed
corrupting	people	and	even	society.	The	power	of	hate,	which	is	symbolised	by	ice,	is	just	as	great	as	desire.	While	desire	consumes	quickly,	hate	produces	shy	yet	restrained	devastation.	For	instance,	hate	is	the	root	cause	of	racism	and	war.	It	can	linger	in	peoples	mind	for	lifetimes.Moreover,	it	consumes	the	hater	even	more	than	the	person	being
hated.	It	thus,	ruins	lives.Question	2	:	The	poem	Fire	and	Ice,	carried	with	it	very	deep	thematic	ideas.	Elaborate	on	these	darkest	traits	of	humanity.Answer	:	Frost	presents	the	two	of	the	darkest	traits	of	humanity;	the	capacity	to	hate	and	the	capacity	to	be	consumed	by	lust	or	desire.	Of	the	two	,	he	attributes	the	greater	of	the	two	evils,	is	desire.	In
giving	desire	the	foremost	position	with	regard	to	the	destruction	of	the	world,	Frost	is	providing	a	powerful	statement	on	the	subject	of	greed	and	jealousy,	saying	that	above	all	else,	desire	is	the	trait	of	humanity	that	is	most	likely	to	lead	to	its	demise.	Desire	represents	the	greatest	problem	that	attributes	to	the	cause	of	the	war.	Frost	then
attributes	hatred	with	the	same	capacity	to	do	harm.However,	he	lessens	the	relative	importance	of	hatred	but	still	presents	it	as	having	the	ability	to	lead	to	the	destruction	of	the	world	if	it	were	to	happen	for	a	second	time.Question	3	:	The	poet	presents	two	reasons	which	will	lead	to	the	destruction	of	the	humanity.	What	values	do	you	garner	from
the	two	possible	causes	provided	by	him?Answer	:	The	poet	provides	and	deals	with	two	possible	causes	for	the	end	of	the	world.	He	points	more	towards	the	emotional	and	sentimental	side	of	the	issue.	As	for	him,	fire	denotes	deep	passion	and	burning	desire,	while	ice	is	highlighted	for	its	icy	cold	and	hatred	side	of	the	emotions.He	favours	both	the
arguments	and	says	that	either	the	deep	burning	passion	or	the	cold	hatred	and	jealousy	factor	will	push	the	people	to	walk	on	the	path	of	destruction.	The	poet	is	sure	of	this	destruction	of	humanity.He	first	talks	about	the	destruction	because	of	fire	and	in	case	this	fails,	then	ice	will	end	the	world.	The	love	that	people	have	for	one	another	will	turn
into	hatred.	In	race	of	climbing	up	and	outdo	one	another,	people	will	tend	to	hate	each	other.	These	negative	emotions	will	become	so	strong	that	it	will	surpass	all	the	love	and	lead	to	the	destruction	of	humanity.Question	4	:	How	will	the	world	end?	Support	your	answer	with	scientific	explanation.Answer	:	According	to	the	scientists,	the	two	reasons
for	the	destruction	of	the	world	will	be	either	fiery	core	or	the	ice	age.Some	scientists	believed	that	the	world	would	be	incinerated	(destroyed)	from	its	fiery	core,	while	others	were	convinced	that	a	coming	ice	age	would	destroy	all	living	things	on	the	earths	surface.	In	other	words,	either	the	deep	heat	or	fire	under	the	earth	beds	will	lead	to	natural
calamities	like	volcano	eruptions,	earthquakes	and	tsunamis	which	will	one	day	end	the	world,	or	the	melting	of	ice	from	the	snowy	mountains	due	to	global	warming	will	shrink	the	world.	As	a	result,	one	day	the	entire	world	will	die	of	the	icy	water.	Frost,	thus,	tries	to	warn	people	against	the	two	greatest	problems	being	faced	by	humanity	and	the
consequences	of	human	vices	and	increased	effectiveness.NCERT	SolutionsThinking	about	the	Poem	(page	15)Question	1	:	There	are	many	ideas	about	how	the	world	will	end.	Do	you	think	the	world	will	end	some	day?	Have	you	ever	thought	what	would	happen	if	the	Sun	gets	so	hot	that	it	bursts	or	grows	colder	and	colder?Answer	:	There	are
definitely	many	ideas	about	how	the	world	will	end.	I	do	believe	that	the	world	will	end	some	day	as	anything	that	has	a	beginning	will	have	an	ending.	This	stands	true	for	the	world	also.	If	the	sun	got	so	hot	that	it	bursts,	the	whole	of	the	earth	would	perish	immediately	as	no	part	of	the	earth	can	bear	the	heat	of	that	intensity.	But	if	the	sun	grew
colder	and	colder,	everything	will	come	to	an	end	as	without	sunlight,	life	will	end.Question	2	:	For	Frost,	what	do	fire	and	ice	stand	for?	Here	are	some	ideas:greed,	avarice,	cruelty,	lust,	conflict,	fury,	intolerance,	rigidity,	insensitivity,	coldness,	indifference,	hatredAnswer	:	Fire	stand	for	greed,	avarice,	lust,	conflict	and	fury.Ice	stands	for	cruelty,
intolerance,	rigidity,	insensitivity,	coldness,	indifference	and	hatred.Question	3	:	What	is	the	rhyme	scheme	of	the	poem?	How	does	it	help	in	bringing	out	the	contrasting	ideas	in	the	poem?Answer	:The	rhyme	scheme	of	the	poem	is	a	b	a	a	b	c	b	c	bThis	rhyme	scheme	helps	in	bringing	out	the	contrasting	ides	of	fire	and	ice	presented	in	the	poem.	The
poet	mentions	that	both	fire	and	ice	are	probable	ends	of	this	world.	He	talks	about	how	fire	represents	desire	and	can	therefore	bring	an	end	to	the	world.Frost	also	mentions	Ice	in	between	to	symbolise	that	the	coldness	and	indifference	towards	one	another	will	be	enough	to	end	the	world.	In	second	stanza,	he	says	that	he	knows	of	enough	hate	in
the	world	to	be	sure	that	even	destruction	through	ice	would	be	sufficient	to	bring	about	the	end	of	the	world.	Extract	Based	QuestionsRead	the	following	extracts	carefully	and	choose	the	correct	option.Question	1	:Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fireSome	say	in	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire.i)	What	can	be	the
cause	of	worlds	destruction	as	per	these	lines?a)	Fireb)	Icec)	Both	(a)	and	(b)d)	None	of	theseii)	According	to	the	poet	fire	refers	toa)	Violent	desiresb)	passionsc)	jealousyd)	all	of	theseiii)	What	does	ice	symbolise?a)	Indifferenceb)	Lovec)	Sympathyd)	Passionsiv)	What	message	does	the	poet	want	to	convey	through	this	poem?a)	Everything	is
transitoryb)	Life	is	unpredictablec)	Death	is	inevitabled)	Both	(a)	and	(c)Answer	:	i)	c)	Both	(a)	and	(b)ii)	d)	All	of	theseiii)	a)	Indifferenceiv)	(d)	Both	(a)	and	(c)Question	2	:But	if	it	had	to	perish	twiceI	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	sufficei)	What	does	It	here	refer	to?a)	Fireb)	Icec)	Earthd)	Worldii)	The
word	perish	means.a)	decayb)	loose	ones	lifec)	appeard)	improveiii)	Here	the	rhyming	scheme	used	by	the	poet	isa)	ab	abb)	abc	abc)	ababad)	aabbiv)	What	does	the	poet	want	to	convey	through	this	poem?a)	We	should	not	be	greedyb)	All	humans	should	check	their	desires	and	hatredc)	restrain	our	desires	and	love	fellow	beingsd)	Both	(a)	and
(c)Answer	:	i)	(d)	Worldii)	(a)	decayiii)	(c)	ababaiv)	d)	Both	(a)	and	(c)Short	Questions	and	AnswersQuestion	1	:	For	Frost,	what	do	fire	and	ice	stand	for?Answer	:	The	word	fire	stands	for	desire.	In	the	poem	it	indicates	all	types	of	greed	and	lust.	In	todays	world,	mankinds	greed	is	endangering	the	very	existence	of	the	planet	Earth.	The	word	ice	in	the
poem	indicates	hatred	and	indifference	which	is	as	cold	as	ice.	Cold	indifference	and	hate	can	be	equally	destructive.Question	2	:	How	has	Frost	brought	out	the	contrasting	ideas	in	the	poem?Answer	:	Desire	propels	(moves)	us	in	hot	pursuit	of	something,	hence,	it	is	compared	with	fire.	Hatred	makes	us	cold	towards	others	feelings.	The	coldness	of
ice	can	numb	our	senses.	Similarly,	the	coldness	of	our	hearts	can	numb	our	kindness.	That	is	why	hatred	has	been	compared	with	ice.Question	3	:	Write	down	the	two	different	views	about	the	end	of	the	world?Answer	:	There	is	a	debate	that	is	going	on	about	the	end	of	the	world.	People	say	that	the	world	will	end	in	fire	or	in	ice.	The	world	is
transitory,	nothing	is	perennial	(permanent)	in	this	universe.Question	4	:	How	does	Robert	Frost	cautions	the	common	man?Answer	:	Man	is	selfish,	avaricious	(greedy),	lustful,	indifferent	and	hateful.	Robert	Frost	cautions	the	common	man	and	says	that	he	should	not	forget	the	bitter	reality	that	everything	in	this	world	is	transitory	and	death	is
inevitable	(can	not	be	stopped).Question	5	:	Why	does	the	poet	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire?Answer	:	The	poet	takes	side	of	those	who	believe	that	the	world	will	be	destroyed	by	fire.	Frost	connects	fire	with	desire.	According	to	the	poet,	desire	is	powerful	and	can	bring	quick	end.	Moreover,	the	fact	that	he	has	had	person	experience	with	desire
leads	him	to	first	conclude	that	the	world	will	end	by	fire.Question	6	:	Write	the	sum	and	substance	of	the	poem	Fire	and	Ice.Answer	:	The	crystal	clear	message	that	the	poet	is	trying	to	give	is	that	nothing	in	this	world	is	eternal.	The	poet	first	concludes	that	the	world	must	end	in	fire	after	considering	his	personal	experience	with	desire	and	passion,
the	emotions	of	fire.	But	at	the	same	time,	ice	or	hatred	can	also	bring	total	destruction	of	this	world.	We	should	thus,	not	forget	this	supreme	reality	and	keep	ourselves	able	all	selfish	matters.Question	7	:	Briefly	write	about	the	ideas	about	how	the	world	will	end.Answer	:	The	world	will	end	as	a	direct	result	of	either	fire	or	ice.	Some	scientists
believe	that	the	world	would	be	incinerated	(destroyed)	from	its	fiery	core,	while	others	were	convinced	that	the	coming	ice	age	would	destroy	all	living	things	on	Earths	surface.	Frost	introduces	a	more	emotional	side,	associating	desire	with	fire	and	hatred	with	ice.	The	poem,	thus,	does	not	allow	for	any	other	opinions	in	the	black	and	white	debate
between	fire	and	ice.Question	8	:	To	say	that	for	destruction	ice	is	also	great	for	the	poet,	what	does	ice	stand	for?	How	is	it	sufficient	to	bring	destruction?Answer	:	Ice	symbolises	hatred.	Hate	is	just	as	powerful	as	desire.	While	desire	consumes	quickly,	hate	can	occur	and	linger	(stay)	in	peoples	minds	and	hearts	for	years	and	sometimes	even
lifetimes.	Hate	consumes	the	haters	perhaps	even	more	than	the	person	or	group	hated	and	it	can	ruin	lives.	Hate	can,	thus,	be	very	destructive	and	sufficient	to	bring	destruction.Question	9	:	But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice.	How	will	the	world	perish	twice?Answer	:	According	to	the	poet,	the	world	will	end	due	to	the	fire,	which	symbolises	desire.	But	if
the	world	had	to	end	twice	then	it	will	be	due	to	the	hatred	symbolised	by	ice.	The	poet	feels	that	there	is	enough	hatred	in	the	world	that	is	spreading	among	the	people.	This	hatred	will	end	the	world	one	day.Question	10	:	Which	age	old	question	does	the	poem	revolves	around?Answer	:	The	poem	revolves	around	the	age	old	question	of	whether	the
world	will	end	in	fire	or	in	ice.	This	is	similar	to	another	age	old	question,	whether	it	would	be	preferable	to	freeze	to	death	or	burn	to	death.	The	poet	determines	that	either	option	would	achieve	its	purpose	sufficiently	well.Long	Questions	and	AnswersQuestion	1	:	Discuss	how	extreme	beahviour	can	hasten	the	end	of	the	world	with	respect	to	Fire
and	Ice.Answer	:	Fire	symbolises	desire	and	Ice	symbolises	hatred.	Desire	is	a	kind	of	intense	love	or	want	that	focuses	people	on	getting	and	possessing	and	acquiring.	Our	society	is	full	of	people	who	spend	their	lives	working	to	get	a	bigger	and	better	TV,	a	more	stylish	car	or	a	more	extravagant	house.	This	kind	of	desire	can	lead	people	to
destruction	in	the	form	of	bankruptcy	or	even	broken	relationships.	Frosts	poem	speaks	on	the	issue	of	greed	corrupting	people	and	even	society.	The	power	of	hate,	which	is	symbolised	by	ice,	is	just	as	great	as	desire.	While	desire	consumes	quickly,	hate	produces	shy	yet	restrained	devastation.	For	instance,	hate	is	the	root	cause	of	racism	and	war.
It	can	linger	in	peoples	mind	for	lifetimes.Moreover,	it	consumes	the	hater	even	more	than	the	person	being	hated.	It	thus,	ruins	lives.Question	2	:	The	poem	Fire	and	Ice,	carried	with	it	very	deep	thematic	ideas.	Elaborate	on	these	darkest	traits	of	humanity.Answer	:	Frost	presents	the	two	of	the	darkest	traits	of	humanity;	the	capacity	to	hate	and	the
capacity	to	be	consumed	by	lust	or	desire.	Of	the	two	,	he	attributes	the	greater	of	the	two	evils,	is	desire.	In	giving	desire	the	foremost	position	with	regard	to	the	destruction	of	the	world,	Frost	is	providing	a	powerful	statement	on	the	subject	of	greed	and	jealousy,	saying	that	above	all	else,	desire	is	the	trait	of	humanity	that	is	most	likely	to	lead	to
its	demise.	Desire	represents	the	greatest	problem	that	attributes	to	the	cause	of	the	war.	Frost	then	attributes	hatred	with	the	same	capacity	to	do	harm.However,	he	lessens	the	relative	importance	of	hatred	but	still	presents	it	as	having	the	ability	to	lead	to	the	destruction	of	the	world	if	it	were	to	happen	for	a	second	time.Question	3	:	The	poet
presents	two	reasons	which	will	lead	to	the	destruction	of	the	humanity.	What	values	do	you	garner	from	the	two	possible	causes	provided	by	him?Answer	:	The	poet	provides	and	deals	with	two	possible	causes	for	the	end	of	the	world.	He	points	more	towards	the	emotional	and	sentimental	side	of	the	issue.	As	for	him,	fire	denotes	deep	passion	and
burning	desire,	while	ice	is	highlighted	for	its	icy	cold	and	hatred	side	of	the	emotions.He	favours	both	the	arguments	and	says	that	either	the	deep	burning	passion	or	the	cold	hatred	and	jealousy	factor	will	push	the	people	to	walk	on	the	path	of	destruction.	The	poet	is	sure	of	this	destruction	of	humanity.He	first	talks	about	the	destruction	because
of	fire	and	in	case	this	fails,	then	ice	will	end	the	world.	The	love	that	people	have	for	one	another	will	turn	into	hatred.	In	race	of	climbing	up	and	outdo	one	another,	people	will	tend	to	hate	each	other.	These	negative	emotions	will	become	so	strong	that	it	will	surpass	all	the	love	and	lead	to	the	destruction	of	humanity.Question	4	:	How	will	the	world
end?	Support	your	answer	with	scientific	explanation.Answer	:	According	to	the	scientists,	the	two	reasons	for	the	destruction	of	the	world	will	be	either	fiery	core	or	the	ice	age.Some	scientists	believed	that	the	world	would	be	incinerated	(destroyed)	from	its	fiery	core,	while	others	were	convinced	that	a	coming	ice	age	would	destroy	all	living	things
on	the	earths	surface.	In	other	words,	either	the	deep	heat	or	fire	under	the	earth	beds	will	lead	to	natural	calamities	like	volcano	eruptions,	earthquakes	and	tsunamis	which	will	one	day	end	the	world,	or	the	melting	of	ice	from	the	snowy	mountains	due	to	global	warming	will	shrink	the	world.	As	a	result,	one	day	the	entire	world	will	die	of	the	icy
water.	Frost,	thus,	tries	to	warn	people	against	the	two	greatest	problems	being	faced	by	humanity	and	the	consequences	of	human	vices	and	increased	effectiveness.	Fire	and	Ice	Class	10	English	Poem	Summary	is	given	below.	By	reading	through	the	prose	detailed	summary,	CBSE	Class	10	students	will	be	able	to	understand	the	chapter	easily.
Once	the	students	finished	reading	the	summary	they	can	easily	answer	any	questions	related	to	the	chapter.	Students	can	also	refer	to	CBSE	Class	10	English	Poem	summary	notes	Fire	and	Ice	for	their	revision	during	the	exam.	Fire	and	Ice	summary	in	both	english	and	hindi	is	available	here.	This	article	starts	with	a	discussion	about	the	author	and
then	explains	the	chapter	in	short	and	detailed	fashion.	Ultimately,	the	article	ends	with	some	difficult	words	and	their	meanings.	Robert	Frost	was	a	famous	American	poet.	He	was	born	in	San	Francisco	on	March	26,	1874.	His	father	belonged	to	New	England,	and	his	mother	was	a	Scottish	immigrant	from	Edinburgh.	By	the	1920s,	Frost	was	the
most	celebrated	poet	in	America.	His	poetical	works	A	Boys	Will	(1913),	North	of	Boston	(1914),	`New	Hampshire	(1923),	A	Further	Range	(1936)	Steeple	Bush	(1947)	and	In	the	Clearing	(1962)	increased	his	fame	and	honour.	The	poem	Dust	of	Snow	was	published	in	New	Hampshire	in	1923.	This	collection	gave	him	the	Pulitzer	Prize.	Fire	and	Ice,	is
an	extremely	compact	little	lyric.	Not	a	syllable	is	wasted.	The	theme	of	the	poem	is	the	age-old	question.	The	question	is	whether	the	world	will	end	in	fire	or	in	ice.	The	poet	decides	that	any	of	the	two	options	would	achieve	its	purpose	sufficiently	well.	The	poet	shares	the	common	belief	that	everything	that	exists	will	have	its	end	too.	People	are
divided	on	this	issue.	Some	think	that	the	natural	element	of	fire	will	cause	the	destruction	of	this	world.	Others	believe	that	ice	will	be	the	cause	of	the	end.	Putting	in	terms	of	human	emotions,	the	element	of	fire	stands	for	passions,	desires,	and	love.	Unbridled	passions	and	desires	can	cause	the	end	of	the	world.	The	poet	has	experienced	both	these
emotions.	It	doesnt	matter	how	the	world	will	end.	Even	hate	born	out	of	cold	and	icy	reason	is	sufficient	to	cause	destruction	and	the	end	of	the	world.	The	poet	is	very	much	sure	of	the	destruction	of	humanity	on	someday.	He	is	talking	about	the	two	different	beliefs	regarding	the	end	of	this	world.	These	are	on	the	basis	of	the	sayings	of	the	people.
The	poet	says	that	he	is	in	favour	of	those	people	who	say	this	world	will	end	in	fire.	This	is	because	he	has	seen	the	effect	and	result	of	uncontrolled	and	unending	desires	over	the	life	of	human	beings.	He	finds	that	human	evil	desires	are	similar	to	the	fire	in	its	nature.	So	this	fire	may	become	a	big	reason	to	destroy	humankind	and	this	world	too.	On
the	other	hand,	the	second	belief	in	this	regard	says	that	ice	is	also	sufficient	for	destroying	this	world.	Here	the	poet	compares	the	nature	of	ice	with	hatred	feelings	of	humans	with	the	other	humans.	As	ice	can	make	the	body	numb	with	its	prolonged	contact,	similarly	hatred	can	also	give	the	numbness	to	our	mind	and	thoughts.	And	hence	it	can
make	us	insensitive	and	cruel.	Such	cruelty	towards	humanity	will	be	more	responsible	for	the	destruction	of	the	world	compared	to	the	desire.	The	speaker	brings	us	all	into	the	middle	of	the	argument	between	two	different	categories	of	the	people.	One	who	thinks	that	the	world	will	come	to	a	fiery	end	and	other	people	who	think	the	world	will
freeze	resulting	to	the	end.	Poet	is	possibly	talking	about	the	literal	end	of	the	world.	But	he	is	also	talking	about	the	power	that	human	beings	have	to	destroy	each	other.	The	poet	experiences	the	romantic	desire	that	he	has	taught	the	passion	for	emotions	like	love	and	lust.	These	will	probably	have	the	power	to	turn	the	earth	into	a	big	fireball.	But
he	has	also	experienced	the	other	extreme	side.	This	is	about	colder	emotions	like	hate	which	have	great	destructive	power.	It	is	a	common	fact	that	love	gets	all	the	publicity,	whereas	hate	is	the	silent	killer.	It	may	not	have	the	same	effect	as	the	fireball	ending,	but	it	will	do	the	trick.	Conclusion	of	Fire	and	Ice	The	poem	is	revolving	around	the
theme	that	human	emotions	are	destructive,	and	has	two	possible	forms.	-	,	,	-	:	,	,	Some	some	people,End	in	fire	in	the	end,	this	world	will	end	in	a	fireball,In	ice	this	world	will	freeze	and	ice	will	cause	the	end	of	this	world,	From	what	I	have	tasted	(here)	from	my	experience,Tasted	of	desire	experienced	passions	and	desires	in	love,Hold	with	those
stand	with	those,	support	those	persons,Who	favour	fire	those	who	believe	that	this	world	will	end	Dust	of	Snow	Class	10	English,	First	Flight	PoemDetailed	summary	and	explanation	of	Fire	and	Ice	Poem	along	with	meanings	for	difficult	words	is	provided	here.	Also,	NCERT	Question	and	Answers	are	also	provided	to	help	students	understand	this
Poem	and	do	well	in	their	exams.	NCERT	Solutions	Fire	and	Ice	(Poem)	Contents1	Introduction2	Summary3	Explanation4	Difficult	Word	MeaningsIntroduction	This	short	poem	outlines	the	familiar	question	about	the	fate	of	the	world,	wondering	if	it	is	more	likely	to	be	destroyed	by	fire	or	ice.	People	are	on	both	sides	of	the	debate.SummaryFire	and
Ice	is	a	short	poem	by	Robert	Frost.	In	this	poem,	the	poet	refers	to	two	predictions	of	how	the	world	will	end.	Some	say	it	will	end	in	fire	while	others	say	it	will	end	in	ice.	According	to	the	poet	fire	stands	for	desire,	greed,	avarice	or	lust.	The	more	you	try	to	satisfy	them,	the	more	they	grow.	There	is	no	end	to	it.	They	spread	rapidly	like	fire	and
engulf	your	whole	life.	One	becomes	selfish	and	sometimes	cruel	also.	On	the	other	hand,	ice	according	to	the	poet,	stands	for	hatred,	coldness	and	rigidity.	One	becomes	insensitive	and	indifferent	towards	the	feelings	of	others.	The	poet	says	that	both	fire	and	ice	are	growing	with	such	a	rapid	speed	that	the	world	would	soon	perish	either	way,	in
fire	or	in	ice.ExplanationSome	say	the	world	will	end	in	fireSome	say	in	ice.	Explanation	:	Here,	the	end	of	the	world	could	mean	doom	or	the	Apocalypse,	as	stated	in	religious	texts	like	the	Bible.	It	could	be	a	celestial	happening,	as	stated	by	the	astronomer,	mentioned	earlier.	It	could	also	be	a	natural	calamity	happening	on	earth	itself,	volcanoes,	or
forest	fires,	or	the	Ice	Age.	It	could	also	mean	man-made	destruction	of	the	world	because	of	mans	greed	or	animosity,	leading	to	global	warming	or	nuclear	war.	It	also	points	to	the	collapsing	of	the	world	around	a	person	because	of	his	mistakes,	owing	to	similar	reasons.	The	poet	has	demarcated	the	reason	of	this	destruction	into	two	major	schools
ofthought	me	in	favour	of	fire,	and	the	other	in	favour	of	ice.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twiceExplanation	:	The	poet	knows	what	it	means	to	have	desires.	From	his	knowledge	and	experience	of	this	feeling,	and	the	havoc	it	can	cause	to	a	person	if	done	in	excess,	he	agrees	that	desire	can	be	a
cause	of	destruction.	Fire	is	used	in	reference	to	the	animal	tendencies	in	us.	All	these	emotions	are	associated	with	hotness.	Here,	desire	could	mean	ambitions,	aspirations,	gluttony,	greed,	lust,	etc.	We	commit	mistakes,	or	so	to	say,	sins,	in	running	after	our	desires.	We	do	not	see	that	it	can	harm	other	people,	animals,	plants	or	nature,	if	we	blindly
go	after	it.	Excessive	emphasis	on	desires	is	what	keeps	us	from	experiencing	pure	joy	and	bliss.I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	ice,Is	also	great	And	would	suffice.Explanation:	The	poet	has	also	experienced	negative	feelings	like	hatred	himself,	and	also	in	people	around	him.	He	is	owning	up	to	have	this	feeling	himself,	so	we
can	also	say	that	he	is	being	very	honest	with	us.	Hatred	is	taken	to	be	an	ice-cold	emotion.	It	could	also	be	that	he	has	received	this	emotion	from	someone,	and	knows	what	wrong	it	can	do.	When	you	become	selfish	and	think	only	about	yourself,	you	dont	care	about	anybody	else.Let	us	understand,	why	he	has	associated	hatred	with	ice,	and	also
why	destruction	by	ice	is	following	destruction	by	fire.	You	have	a	fit	of	rage	which	is	a	hot	feeling,	then	it	keeps	smoldering	inside	you,	and	finally	you	become	impervious	to	love.	You	become	indifferent,	uncaring,	and	devoid	of	positive	feelings.	Thus,	hatred	destroys	the	very	humanity	in	you.	If	love	is	lost,	everything	is	lost,	and	this	is	a	great	recipe
for	an	impending	disaster.	his	line	lingers	in	the	mind	and	makes	your	hair	stand	on	their	ends.	It	frightens	you,	and	makes	you	shudder	to	think	that	the	very	inadequacies	and	imperfections	in	human	nature	could	boomerang	on	us	and	lead	to	our	destruction.Difficult	Word	Meanings	WordMeaningDesirea	strong	feeling	of	wanting	to	have
somethingFavoursupport,	approvalPerishDieSufficebe	sufficientBack	to:	CBSE	10th	English	Chapters	SummaryIntroductionMeaningPoemPart	1Part	2Part	3Further	ReadingFire	and	Ice	by	Robert	Frost	is	a	short,	figurative,	and	symbolic	poem	that	juxtaposes	the	scientific	assumptions	of	his	time	and	his	own	imagination.	The	poet	talks	about	the
discourse	going	on	about	which	of	the	two	things	i.e.	fire	and	ice	will	destroy	the	world.For	the	poet,	fire	means	the	burning	desire	for	material	things	and	ice	means	coldness	that	emerges	in	humans	because	of	their	desires	and	materialistic	life.	He	finally	concludes	that	both	of	these	weapons	are	equally	dangerous	and	will	lead	the	world	toward
destruction.This	short	poem	comprises	of	nine	lines	and	has	a	rhyme	scheme	ABA	ABC	BCB.	There	are	three	sentences.	In	the	first	sentence,	the	poet	explains	the	popular	debate	that	is	prevailing	in	society	for	a	long	about	what	will	destroy	the	world.In	the	second	sentence,	he	metaphorically	changes	the	discourse.	Now	fire	and	ice	mean	something



deeper	and	profound.	in	the	final	line,	which	is	the	longest,	he	gives	his	own	thoughts.As	discussed	above,	I	will	explain	the	poem	sentence-wise.Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,Some	say	in	ice.The	poet	begins	the	poem	by	narrating	the	popular	and	age-old	debate	about	the	two	things	out	of	which	one	will	destroy	the	world.	These	two	things	are
fire	and	ice.	Some	scientists	believe	that	it	is	the	fire	that	will	be	responsible	for	the	destruction	of	the	world.	The	fire	here	means	the	love	which	is	in	the	core	of	the	earth.People	believe	that	someday,	the	earth	will	burst	and	there	will	be	huge	explosions	of	fire	that	will	burn	the	world	and	hence	everything	will	be	destroyed.The	other	belief	is	that	it
is	the	ice	that	will	destroy	the	world.	Now,	ice	may	refer	to	different	things	(as	I	have	read	different	interpretations	of	this	word	on	various	sites).	First,	ice	probably	refers	to	the	melting	of	glaciers	and	the	rising	of	sea	level	in	which	everything	will	sink.However,	this	interpretation	does	not	seem	to	be	the	exact	meaning	of	what	Frost	talks	about.	The
other	interpretation	of	ice	is	the	entering	of	a	meteor	or	any	other	thing	from	space	which	will	stop	the	sunlight	and	hence,	there	will	be	an	ice	age	that	will	make	the	world	perish.According	to	CourseHero,	Frosts	son	died	at	the	age	of	4	which	was	followed	by	the	death	of	his	daughter,	sometime	before	he	composed	this	verse.	Hence	the	ice	may	also
refer	to	the	tragedies	which	Frost	had	gone	through	in	his	life.	Whatever	the	meanings	of	fire	and	ice	are,	the	poet	gives	a	popular	assumption	of	his	time.From	what	Ive	tasted	of	desireI	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.In	the	third	line,	the	poet	comes	to	his	own	interpretation	of	these	two	terms.	According	to	him,	he	has	tasted	desire	and	hence	he	is	of
the	thought	that	those	who	favor	fire	are	right	and	he	supports	their	view.	Desire	is	what	led	Adam	and	Eve	to	eat	the	fruit	of	the	forbidden	tree.	It	is	the	desire	which	makes	people	greedy,	materialistic,	and	deceitful.It	is	the	desire	for	power	that	led	to	the	deadliest	wars,	and	battles	and	cost	an	uncountable	loss	of	humans	as	well	as	other	living
things.	Hence,	for	the	poet,	the	fire	of	desire	will	destroy	the	world.But	if	it	had	to	perish	twice,I	think	I	know	enough	of	hateTo	say	that	for	destruction	iceIs	also	greatAnd	would	suffice.But,	the	poet	says	that	if	the	world	were	to	destroy	twice	ice	would	also	have	destroyed	it.	Ice,	in	the	words	of	Frost,	refers	to	coldness	in	the	relationship.	With	the
emergence	of	materialistic	thoughts,	emotions,	and	human	warmness	have	vanished	away.In	the	race	of	worldly	things,	people	have	forgotten	other	humans	and	have	started	loving	material	things.	Thus	for	the	poet,	the	hate	which	has	emerged	because	of	desire	would	also	have	destroyed	the	world	if	it	had	to	perish	twice.Note	how	the	poet	has
brought	two	different	things	together.	Ice	and	fire	cannot	be	there	at	the	same	time.	But	for	the	poet,	desire	(fire)	is	what	leads	to	coldness	(ice).	Hence	both	will	be	there	to	destroy	the	world	in	the	future.
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