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How do I utilize “use” . .. or use “utilize”?Long story short: Never say “utilize” when “use” will do. And “use” will do pretty much every time. “Utilize” comes up a lot in scientific writing, especially in journal articles. It’s an easy word to slip in when you want to sound a little smarter or more official. It’s three syllables instead of one, and you might
think it has a more scientific air than plain old “use.” But bigger words are not always better. In fact, the plain language gods say the reverse is actually true. The CDC Style Guide warns five times to avoid “utilize” and lists it as one of its Top 10 Jargon Words. “But ‘utilize’ just sounds more professional!” you say. But professional writing isn’t simply
writing that has unnecessarily big words. Also, the first rule of professional writing, and of plain language, is to always consider your audience. Write at the appropriate reading level—especially when writing for the general public. Your fellow scientists appreciate simpler words, too. It’s true, we promise. But wait—of course there’s an exception.
There are (rare) times when “utilize” is more fitting than “use.” According to Grammarist, utilize “implies making the most effective use of something, often in a manner not initially intended.” You can utilize a baseball bat as a weapon, for example, or utilize a scrap of paper as a bookmark. But “use” does just fine in these examples, too. It's never
incorrect. A study in the journal Applied Cognitive Psychology found that “a majority of undergraduates admit to deliberately increasing the complexity of their vocabulary so as to give the impression of intelligence.” That’s a bad habit that often lasts long beyond the college years. The good news is that, even if your “utilize” habit is deeply ingrained,
it should be easy to break. Unlike with active and passive voice, you don’t have to think too much about it or struggle to reorganize a sentence. Doing a find/replace for “utilize” and “use” is one of the top things you can do to improve your writing. It instantly makes any document more accessible and easier to read. Remember: “Utilize” doesn’t “sound
smarter”—it simply takes longer to read. Use refers to using something for a given purpose, and utilize implies making the most effective use of something, often in a manner not initially intended. But wait, is it utilised or utilized? This distinction in spelling stems from British vs. American English conventions.Understanding the correct usage for both
is more than just semantics; it’s a building block for clearer, more precise communication in your writing. So, if you've ever scratched your head on whether to add use or utilize to a sentence, this article is your go-to resource.We’ll break down their usage, definition, and nuanced differences, discuss if they’re synonyms, and look into why mastering
this seemingly minor grammatical point can make a big impact on your writing.Utilize is not a fancy way to say use because it has a different meaning. Use means to consume from a limited supply or take something to achieve a result. Utilize means to use something beyond its intended purpose.That means use and utilize are not perfect synonyms,
although they are often used interchangeably in everyday language. While both terms refer to the act of employing something for a purpose or function, use is more general and straightforward, whereas utilize implies a more strategic or efficient use of resources or opportunities.Another difference between use and utilize is their parts of the speech.
Use can be considered a noun or a verb, while utilize is only a verb. Use the word utilize when you are using something beyond its original and intended purpose. You may use a bat to play baseball, but you can utilize it as a self-defense tool. There are other meanings for utilize. It can also mean to convert something for a specific use or to make
something useful in a new way. For example, you could utilize a ballpen as a bookmark while reading.The word use has been in the English language since at least 1200. It has several definitions depending on the part of the speech. It should also be the word of choice over the word utilize in nearly all cases.Use means to engage with something to
accomplish a task, achieve a goal, or take advantage. Examples:I used a pie chart to show our profit percentages for different products.Don’t use plastic when microwaving your food. Her mother grew up using petroleum jelly as a face cream. Use may also mean to exploit someone or something. In these cases, use functions as a transitive verb, which
is a verb that takes an object.Examples:It’s unfortunate that she only used him for money.The paparazzi are willing to use the grieving actress for hefty paychecks.Jason wants to use the country’s low tax rates. In both definitions of the verb use, the objects are brought into action in the standard or typical way.Related words are uses, used, and using.
When use functions as a verb, the s is pronounced as a z.Use is also used as a noun to mean the action or ability to engage with something to accomplish a task, achieve a goal, or take advantage.When functioning as a noun, the s in use is pronounced as an s. Examples:The iPad is programmed for use in school.The use of chemical weapons is not
allowed. That red notebook is for this week’s exam use only. Both words originate from the Latin word util-. However, use is much older in English than utilize, which explains its more comprehensive definition. Utilize usage trend.Utilize also has Middle French roots and only appeared in the 1800s in the English language. It comes from the French
word utiliser, which means making effective use of something.Even though it has the same Latin origin, it’s closer to utility. It also has a more narrow definition. Studying the origins of use and utilize makes us realize that use can be used in different contexts. But utilize should only be used to indicate a “creative” use. For example, when you're
pointing at an object with a ruler, you’'re utilizing it. But don’t worry about the uselessness of utilize! You can always use other synonyms for use. They include employ, manage, and apply. You can almost always substitute utilize for use. But you can’t replace the word use with utilize. That means you can only employ utilize when you mean to use
something creatively. Here are some examples where use and utilize both work.Anna had to use a clothespin to hold her bangs up.Anna had to utilize a clothespin to hold her bangs up.Try using old newspapers as liners for your cat’s litter box.Try utilizing old newspapers as liners for your cat’s litter box.I had to use my clothes as a rope when
mountain climbing at times.There were times when I had to utilize my clothes as a rope when mountain climbing.The soldiers used garlic to treat wounds.The soldiers utilized garlic to treat wounds. I'm using the basement as my temporary laundry room during the renovation.I'm utilizing the basement as my temporary laundry room during the
renovation. These sentence examples only employ use because the object being used is for their primary intent.Correct: Use the espresso machine for your daily cup of Joe.Incorrect: Utilize the espresso machine for your daily cup of Joe.Correct: When are you using the candle warmer for your scented candles?Incorrect: When are you utilizing the
candle warmer for your scented candles?Correct: The new teacher used a different lesson plan.Incorrect: The new teacher utilized a different lesson plan.Correct: Please use a ruler for your margins.Incorrect: Please utilize a ruler for your margins.Correct: I've used all my phone storage on images and videos.Incorrect: I've utilized all my phone
storage on images and videos.There’s nothing inherently wrong with the word utilize. However, early-career writers employ the word utilize instead of use because it sounds more important or more formal than the word use. Even a regular person would assume that they mean the same. And they will prefer using utilize because it’s longer and more
bureaucratic. Some people may use utilize to turn a regular sentence into a pretentious-sounding sentence. But it won’t make them sound like an intelligent person.There’s also an ongoing talk about scientific writers being allowed to use utilize and use interchangeably. However, many writers disagree. They say that you should correctly employ use
and utilize even if you're a science writer.If you're a professional copy editor, op-ed editor, or other kinds of editor, you’ve probably noticed this error among writers. It’'s a common mistake that editors are burdened with since only a few people understand the difference between the two words.Overall, regular writers might overuse the word utilize,
although it’s not always their fault. Dictionaries just need to stress the distinction between the two. The definition of utilize is to engage with something to accomplish a task, achieve a goal, or take advantage, but only when the item, process, or situation is employed in a way beyond its intended use. For instance, if one keeps his life savings in a sock,
he may be utilizing the sock as a bank. The intended use of a sock is to cover one’s foot, not function as a bank.The word utilize carries the connotation of innovation or creative use of an everyday item. If the item being discussed is employed for its intended function, then the word use should be the choice. The word use may always be substituted for
the word utilize, but the reverse is not valid.Utilize is a transitive verb. Related words are utilizes, utilized, utilizing, and utililization. Utilize is the North American spelling; the British spellings are utilise, utilises, utilised, utilising, and utilisation.You should already know how to use (not utilize) the word utilize, utilizing, or utilized properly. Use is for
performing an action on an object based on its typical purpose. Utilize implies creative and profitable use. By Tayyaba Rehman — Updated on November 6, 2023"Uses" is the plural noun or third person singular present tense of "use," while "use" can be a noun or base form of the verb indicating the act of employing something."Uses" typically refers
to the multiple purposes or functions that something can have. The word can serve as a plural noun, representing different applications of an item. "Use" describes the act of employing an object or the function it is employed for, and it can be both a noun and a verb. When one discusses "uses," they refer to the various instances or ways in which
something might be utilized, while "use" can pertain to the general concept of utilization.In grammatical terms, "uses" may function as the third person singular present tense of the verb "to use" or as the plural form of the noun denoting various applications. "Use," on the other hand, can be the base form of the verb or a singular noun. When
someone "uses" an item, they are in the act of "use." "Uses" encapsulates multiple instances of "use."The diversity of "uses" can relate to anything from tools to abstract concepts, suggesting a range of possibilities. In contrast, "use" often focuses on a singular application or the process of utilizing. If one mentions the "uses" of a smartphone, they
imply its multiple functions, whereas a discussion on the "use" of a smartphone may only focus on a specific function or the general action of operating the phone.When explaining "uses," one might illustrate the varied "uses" of a Swiss Army knife, for example, cutting, screwing, and opening bottles. Alternatively, the "use" of the Swiss Army knife in a
specific situation, like cutting a rope, demonstrates "use" in action. "Uses" conveys multiplicity, while "use" conveys a singular or general application.Understanding the distinction between "uses" and "use" is crucial in both written and spoken English. "Uses" is often associated with lists or discussions of multiple functions, and "use" is employed
when referring to the general act of using something or a specific instance of it being used. "Uses" might catalog the benefits or functions of an item, while "use" could reflect its necessity or the manner in which it is employed.Noun (plural), Verb (3rd person singular present)Noun (singular), Base VerbRefers to multiple functions or
applicationsRefers to the act of employing something or its functionThe many uses of a product are listed on the package.The use of plastic has become controversial.She uses the computer for work.I use this tool to open jars.Plural form when noun, indicates repetitive action when verbSingular form when noun, general action when verbVarious
functions or applications.The numerous uses of baking soda include cleaning and baking.A pattern of behavior acquired through frequent repetition;She had a habit twirling the ends of her hairLong use had hardened him to itThe plural form of the noun 'use' denoting multiple applications.The uses of smartphones go beyond communication to include
navigation and photography.The way in which something is employed.His use of the language is quite poetic.Third person singular present of the verb 'to use.'He uses his expertise to solve complex problems.The purpose for which something exists.The main use of a hammer is to drive nails.To put into service or employ for a purposel used a whisk to
beat the eggs. The song uses only three chords.To consume or expend; practical utilization.I use less water to help the environment.Different scenarios where a particular tool or skill is employed.The uses of solar energy range from powering homes to charging gadgets.Take, hold, or deploy (something) as a means of accomplishing or achieving
something; employShe used her key to open the front doorThe poem uses simple languageTo avail oneself of; practiceTake or consume (an amount) from a limited supplyWe have used all the available fundsTo conduct oneself toward; treat or handle"the peace offering of a man who once used you unkindly" (Laurence Sterne).Describing an action or
situation that was done repeatedly or existed for a period in the pastThis road used to be a dirt trackI used to give him lifts homeTo seek or achieve an end by means of; exploitUsed their highly placed friends to gain access to the president.Felt he was being used by seekers of favor.Be or become familiar with (someone or something) through
experienceShe was used to getting what she wantedHe's weird, but you just have to get used to himTo take or consume for a purposeShe used her savings to buy a computer.One would like or benefit fromI could use another cup of coffeeTo partake of, especially as a habitThe action of using something or the state of being used for a purposeHyper-
modern trains are now in useThe software is ideal for use in schoolsTheatre owners were charging too much for the use of their venues(ys, yst) Used in the past tense followed by to in order to indicate a former state, habitual practice, or customMail service used to be faster.The value or advantage of somethinglt was no use trying to persuade
herWhat's the use of crying?(Slang) To take an illegal or narcotic drug, especially as a habit.The habitual consumption of a drugBurgling and dealing financed their heroin useThe act of using something; the application or employment of something for a purposeWith the use of a calculator.Skilled in the use of the bow and arrow.The characteristic
ritual and liturgy of a Christian Church or diocese.The condition or fact of being usedTo put into service or employ for a purposel used a whisk to beat the eggs. The song uses only three chords.The manner of using; usageLearned the proper use of power tools.To avail oneself of; practiceThe permission, privilege, or benefit of using somethingGave us
the use of their summerhouse.To conduct oneself toward; treat or handle"the peace offering of a man who once used you unkindly" (Laurence Sterne).The power or ability to use somethingTo seek or achieve an end by means of; exploitUsed their highly placed friends to gain access to the president.Felt he was being used by seekers of favor.The need
or occasion to use or employ somethingl have no use for these old clothes.To take or consume for a purposeShe used her savings to buy a computer.The quality of being suitable or adaptable to an end; usefulnesslI tried to be of use in the kitchen.To partake of, especially as a habitA purpose for which something is usedA tool with several uses.A pretty
bowl, but of what use is it?.(ys, yst) Used in the past tense followed by to in order to indicate a former state, habitual practice, or customMail service used to be faster.There's no use in discussing it. What's the use?.(Slang) To take an illegal or narcotic drug, especially as a habit.Accustomed or usual procedure or practice"We are but creatures of use
and custom" (Mark Twain).The act of using something; the application or employment of something for a purposeWith the use of a calculator.Skilled in the use of the bow and arrow.A particular custom or practiceUses introduced by recent immigrants.The condition or fact of being usedEnjoyment of property, as by occupying or employing it.The
manner of using; usagelLearned the proper use of power tools.The benefit or profit of lands and tenements of which the legal title is vested in another.The permission, privilege, or benefit of using somethingGave us the use of their summerhouse.The arrangement establishing the equitable right to such benefits and profits.The power or ability to use
somethingA liturgical form practiced in a particular church, ecclesiastical district, or community.The need or occasion to use or employ somethingl have no use for these old clothes.The quality of being suitable or adaptable to an end; usefulnesslI tried to be of use in the kitchen.(legal) A form of equitable ownership peculiar to English law, by which
one person enjoys the profits of lands, etc. whose legal title is vested in another in trust.A purpose for which something is usedA tool with several uses.A pretty bowl, but of what use is it?.Instances or manners in which something is utilized.One of the common uses of vinegar is as a natural disinfectant.There's no use in discussing it. What's the
use?.Accustomed or usual procedure or practice"We are but creatures of use and custom" (Mark Twain).A particular custom or practiceUses introduced by recent immigrants.Enjoyment of property, as by occupying or employing it.The benefit or profit of lands and tenements of which the legal title is vested in another.The arrangement establishing
the equitable right to such benefits and profits.A liturgical form practiced in a particular church, ecclesiastical district, or community.The use of torture has been condemned by the United Nations.(uncountable) The act of consuming alcohol or narcotics.What's the use of a law that nobody follows?A function; a purpose for which something may be
employed.Occasion or need to employ; necessity.I have no further use for these textbooks.Interest for lent money; premium paid for the use of something; usury.(archaic) Continued or repeated practice; usage; habit.(obsolete) Common occurrence; ordinary experience.(Christianity) The special form of ritual adopted for use in any diocese.The Sarum,
or Canterbury, use; the Hereford use; the York use; the Roman use; etc.(forging) A slab of iron welded to the side of a forging, such as a shaft, near the end, and afterward drawn down, by hammering, so as to lengthen the forging.(transitive) To employ; to apply; to utilize.Use this knife to slice the bread.We can use this mathematical formula to solve
the problem.To expend; to consume by employing.I used the money they allotted me.We should use up most of the fuel.She used all the time allotted to complete the test.You never cared about me; you just used me!(transitive) To consume (alcohol, drugs, etc), especially regularly.He uses cocaine. I have never used drugs.(intransitive) To consume a
previously specified substance, especially a drug to which one is addicted.Richard began experimenting with cocaine last year; now he uses almost every day.To benefit from; to be able to employ or stand.I could use a drink. My car could use a new coat of paint.To accustom; to habituate. Now common only in participial form. Uses the same
pronunciation as the noun; see usage notes.To become accustomed, to accustom oneself.To suggest, request, demand or expect that other people use a specific set of gender pronouns when referring to the subject.I use they/them pronouns.To habitually do; to be wont to do. (Now chiefly in past-tense forms; see used to.)I used to get things done.
(dated) To behave toward; to act with regard to; to treat.To behave, act, comport oneself.The act of employing anything, or of applying it to one's service; the state of being so employed or applied; application; employment; conversion to some purpose; as, the use of a pen in writing; his machines are in general use.Books can never teach the use of
books.This Davy serves you for good uses.When he framedAll things to man's delightful use.Occasion or need to employ; necessity; as, to have no further use for a book.Yielding of service; advantage derived; capability of being used; usefulness; utility.God made two great lights, great for their useTo man.'T is use alone that sanctifies
expense.Continued or repeated practice; customary employment; usage; custom; manner; habit.Let later age that noble use envy.How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable,Seem to me all the uses of this world!Common occurrence; ordinary experience.O Caesar! these things are beyond all use.The special form of ritual adopted for use in any diocese; as,
the Sarum, or Canterbury, use; the Hereford use; the York use; the Roman use; etc.From henceforth all the whole realm shall have but one use.The premium paid for the possession and employment of borrowed money; interest; usury.Thou art more obliged to pay duty and tribute, use and principal, to him.The benefit or profit of lands and tenements.
Use imports a trust and confidence reposed in a man for the holding of lands. He to whose use or benefit the trust is intended shall enjoy the profits. An estate is granted and limited to A for the use of B.A stab of iron welded to the side of a forging, as a shaft, near the end, and afterward drawn down, by hammering, so as to lengthen the forging.To
make use of; to convert to one's service; to avail one's self of; to employ; to put a purpose; as, to use a plow; to use a chair; to use time; to use flour for food; to use water for irrigation.Launcelot Gobbo, use your legs.Some other means I have which may be used.To behave toward; to act with regard to; to treat; as, to use a beast cruelly.How wouldst
thou use me now?To practice customarily; to make a practice of; as, to use diligence in business.Use hospitality one to another.To accustom; to habituate; to render familiar by practice; to inure; - employed chiefly in the passive participle; as, men used to cold and hunger; soldiers used to hardships and danger.I am so used in the fire to blow.Thou with
thy compeers,Used to the yoke, draw'st his triumphant wheels.I would, my son, that thou wouldst use the powerWhich thy discretion gives thee, to controlAnd manage all.To study nature will thy time employ:Knowledge and innocence are perfect joy.To be wont or accustomed; to be in the habit or practice; as, he used to ride daily; - now disused in the
present tense, perhaps because of the similarity in sound, between "use to," and "used to."They use to place him that shall be their captain on a stone.Fears use to be represented in an imaginary.Thus we use to say, it is the room that smokes, when indeed it is the fire in the room.Now Moses used to take the tent and to pitch it without the camp.To be
accustomed to go; to frequent; to inhabit; to dwell; - sometimes followed by of.He useth every day to a merchant's house.Ye valleys low, where the mild whispers useOf shades, and wanton winds, and gushing brooks.He warned against the use of narcotic drugsSkilled in the utilization of computersHe put his knowledge to good useWhat something is
used for;The function of an auger is to bore holesBallet is beautiful but what use is it?(economics) the utilization of economic goods to satisfy needs or in manufacturing;The consumption of energy has increased steadily(law) the exercise of the legal right to enjoy the benefits of owning property;We were given the use of his boatExerting shrewd or
devious influence especially for one's own advantage;His manipulation of his friends was scandalousPut into service; make work or employ (something) for a particular purpose or for its inherent or natural purpose;We only use Spanish at homel can't make use of this toolApply a magnetic field hereThis thinking was applied to many projectsHow do
you utilize this tool?I apply this rule to get good resultsUse the plastic bags to store the foodHe doesn't know how to use a computerTake or consume (regularly or habitually);Seek or achieve an end by using to one's advantage;She uses her influential friends to get jobsThe president's wife used her good connectionsThe legislature expended its time
on school questionsUse care when going down the stairsPractice non-violent resistanceHabitually do something (use only in the past tense);She used to call her mother every week but now she calls only occasionallyl used to get sick when I ate in that dining hallThey used to vacation in the BahamasThe act of employing something for a purpose.The
use of seat belts saves lives.A particular service or advantage gained from something.There’s no use for such a device in our office.Yes, "uses" is the third person singular present tense of the verb "use.""Uses" is for multiple applications (noun) or third person singular (verb). "Use" is for singular application (noun) or general action (verb).Yes, "use"
can function as both.The plural form is "uses."No, "uses" is pronounced with a 'z' sound, while "use" has an 's' sound when a noun and a 'z' sound when a verb.It's usually uncountable.No, "use" as a noun is uncountable and does not have a plural form.She uses her phone to take notes.I use a planner to organize my day.The tool has several uses, such
as cutting and grinding.As a verb, "uses" is present tense; the past tense is "used."Yes, "to use" is the infinitive form.His use of natural light in photography is innovative.No, as a noun it is always plural; as a verb, it’s singular third person.It means it’s ineffective or serves no purpose.Reborn vs. RebirthImplosion vs. ExplosionTayyaba Rehman is a
distinguished writer, currently serving as a primary contributor to askdifference.com. As a researcher in semantics and etymology, Tayyaba's passion for the complexity of languages and their distinctions has found a perfect home on the platform. Tayyaba delves into the intricacies of language, distinguishing between commonly confused words and
phrases, thereby providing clarity for readers worldwide. Contexts YA The act of using an object The act of using something intangible The act of using a finite substance The usefulness of benefit that something provides A purpose for which something may be employed The need or necessity for something The repeated usage of something The
exploitation of others for one's own gain (usually negated with "no") A fondness or positive regard for something A right or claim to the ownership of something The suitability, effectiveness or value of a system for a given purpose The object or goal of something The customary or correct method or procedure The general idea, intention or meaning of
something The act of gaining possession in exchange for something (such as a voucher) The prevailing fashion or style at a particular time Action given to provide assistance An addictive practice, especially one of taking drugs To utilize or employ a tangible object To utilize or employ something intangible To expend or consume by employing To
exploit someone for one's personal gain To consume, especially an illicit substance (with auxiliary "could") To potentially benefit from (dated) To behave towards someone in a certain way (of a place or position) To occupy To take for one's own benefit, typically without permission To travel by or catch some form of transportation To damage, erode, or
destroy by friction or use To do trade with, or be a customer, at an establishment To take for temporary use To cheat or swindle, especially by overcharging To subject to cruel or unjust treatment To have or gain use of a (computing) system or service (bank with) To use the services of a bank To inhabit or reside in a place, dwelling or building To trick
or cause to believe what is untrue ... more ¥ A The act of using an object “The regular use of moisturizer has made my skin soft and supple.” The act of using something intangible “The use of free speech should not be curtailed in our society.” The act of using a finite substance “The use of water in the village decreased during the drought.” The
usefulness of benefit that something provides “The use provided by this exercise machine was greatly exaggerated in the infomercial.” A purpose for which something may be employed “The primary use of a toothbrush is to clean your teeth.” The need or necessity for something “I will keep these old books as I may still have some use for them.” The
repeated usage of something “The machine endured years of use in the factory without breaking down.” The exploitation of others for one's own gain “The sociopath's use of others without remorse was reprehensible.” (usually negated with "no") A fondness or positive regard for something “I have no use for immoral miscreants such as yourself.” A
right or claim to the ownership of something The suitability, effectiveness or value of a system for a given purpose The object or goal of something The customary or correct method or procedure The general idea, intention or meaning of something The act of gaining possession in exchange for something (such as a voucher) The prevailing fashion or
style at a particular time Action given to provide assistance An addictive practice, especially one of taking drugs To utilize or employ a tangible object “You can use a fork to eat your pasta.” To utilize or employ something intangible “I trust you will use your discretion in the handling of this sensitive matter.” To expend or consume by employing “The
car will use all of its fuel to get us to our destination.” To exploit someone for one's personal gain “She feigned having an interest in him when her only intent was to use him for his resources.” To consume, especially an illicit substance “He would begin to use cocaine regularly, and his life would take a turn for the worse.” (with auxiliary "could") To
potentially benefit from “This messy room could use some tidying.” (dated) To behave towards someone in a certain way “The company would underpay and poorly use their employees.” (of a place or position) To occupy To take for one's own benefit, typically without permission To travel by or catch some form of transportation To damage, erode, or
destroy by friction or use To do trade with, or be a customer, at an establishment To take for temporary use To cheat or swindle, especially by overcharging To subject to cruel or unjust treatment To have or gain use of a (computing) system or service (bank with) To use the services of a bank To inhabit or reside in a place, dwelling or building To trick
or cause to believe what is untrue Many of us mix up words that seem similar, thinking they’'re just two ways to say the same thing. But often, they’re not. Take “use” and “utilize”, for example. At first glance, you might think these twins do the same job in a sentence. But do they? Or is there a hidden line that separates them? In everyday chat or
writing, picking the right word can make your message clearer and more precise. So, understanding the difference between “use” and “utilize” could be a game-changer in how effectively you communicate your thoughts. If you’ve ever mixed these two up or just want to polish your English skills, this guide is here to clear the air. The main difference
between “use” and “utilize” lies in their meaning. When you “use” something, it means you are employing it for its intended purpose. For example, you use a pen to write. On the other hand, when you “utilize” something, you’re making use of it in a way that might not be its direct or original purpose. For instance, you might utilize a shoe as a hammer
if you don’t have a real hammer available. So, “use” is about doing what something is meant for, while “utilize” is about being creative or finding an alternative function for something. Exploring the Origins of ‘Use’ and ‘Utilize’ Understanding the nuanced differences between ‘use’ and ‘utilize’ requires an exploration of their historical context and
language etymology. Both words share the Latin root “util-,” which means “useful,” but each took a separate path into the English language. Use made its entry into English around the year 1200 and exhibits various definitions as both a noun and a verb. Though having the same Latin origin, this versatile word’s meanings evolved, adapting to the
needs of the language and its speakers. This rich history showcases the diverse semantic range inherent in the term ‘use,’ spanning from employing an object for its intended purpose to leveraging its advantages. On the other hand, the utilize emerged much later, with roots in Middle French. It made its English debut in the 1800s, stemming from the
French word “utiliser.” This relatively newer addition to the language reflects a more specialized application of the term, denoting creative or innovative uses of objects and concepts. Both ‘use’ and ‘utilize’ stem from the Latin root “util-,” meaning “useful,” but their distinct meanings developed over time, reflecting the evolving needs of the language
and its speakers. To better understand the distinctions between ‘use’ and ‘utilize,” we can analyze their respective origins and historical contexts. Word Latin Origin First Appearance in English Language Adaptation Use util- 1200 Various definitions as both a noun and a verb, adapting to the needs of the language and its speakers. Utilize util- 1800s
Stemming from the French word “utiliser” and denoting a more specialized application of creative or innovative uses. This cursory examination of the word origins of ‘use’ and ‘utilize’ highlights their divergent paths in the English language and underscores their unique applications in modern communication. As we look into the different grammatical
forms and usages of these two words, their meanings and correct uses will become clearer, allowing us to have clear and effective communication. Related: “Helpful To” or “Helpful For”? Difference ExplainedDefining ‘Use’: A Versatile Verb and Noun The English language word ‘use’ holds immense versatility, with applications as both a verb and
noun. Let’s explore its diverse meanings and applications, starting with its verbal form. Use in Action: Verb Application As a verb, “‘use’ encompasses the act of engaging with objects or tools to achieve goals in a conventional manner. It implies employing a resource or item to accomplish a specific task or attain an objective, typically in the way it was
intended. Furthermore, ‘use’ can denote exploitation or leveraging advantages in specific contexts and often serves as a transitive verb, requiring an object to make sense. Example: “She used a hammer to drive the nail into the wall.” In the above example, the verb “‘use’ describes the conventional employment of a hammer for driving a nail, in line
with its regularly intended purpose. The Versatility of ‘Use’ as a Noun In its noun form, “use’ signifies the capacity or the act of employing an item, resource, or method to achieve an outcome or benefit. The pronunciation of ‘use’ as a noun slightly differs from its verbal incarnation, with the ‘s’ sporting an ‘s’ sound rather than a ‘z.” Example: “The use
of solar panels can lead to significant energy savings.” This instance showcases the practical applications of ‘use’ as a noun, highlighting the benefits of employing solar panels for power generation and savings. Form Meaning Example Verb Employing an object or tool for its intended purpose “She used a hammer to drive the nail into the wall.” Noun
The capacity or act of employing an item or method to achieve a result or benefit “The use of solar panels can lead to significant energy savings.” As evident in the above table, ‘use’ is a versatile term in both its verb and noun forms, providing a framework for articulating the engagement and applications of objects, tools, and methods to accomplish
various goals and tasks. The Correct Contexts for ‘Utilize’ While both ‘use’ and ‘utilize’ involve employing something to achieve a desired outcome, ‘utilize’ carries a specific connotation of innovation and creativity in its application. To accurately and effectively utilize this term in your writing, consider whether the object or concept you are describing
is being adapted or employed beyond its intended purpose. ‘Utilize’ thrives in contexts where resourcefulness, efficiency, and strategic employment are emphasized. Below you’ll find a table that contrasts several examples, demonstrating when to use ‘utilize’ instead of ‘use.”’ Use Utilize Using a pen to write a letter Utilizing a pen to reset a small
electronic device Using water to cook pasta Utilizing water bottles as makeshift weights in a workout Using a knife to chop vegetables Utilizing an old knife as a makeshift screwdriver As you can see from the table, ‘utilize’ is the apt term when describing situations where items are repurposed and their functionality is maximized beyond their original
design. By reserving this term for inventive applications, you can ensure that your writing conveys the intended nuance. “Utilize” is employed correctly when an item is used in a creative or innovative manner that transcends its primary intent. To select the appropriate term, reflect on whether your subject matter transcends its primary intent and
serves a new or unintended function. Remember to lean on ‘use’ in conventional settings and reserve ‘utilize’ for instances that showcase ingenuity and strategic employment. Related: Evidence vs Evince - What's the Difference?‘Utilize’ vs ‘Use’ in Professional Settings In today’s fast-paced professional world, effective workplace communication plays
an essential role in achieving success. Utilizing a precise vocabulary and understanding the strategic application of words can significantly impact how your message is conveyed. This holds true particularly for the terms ‘utilize’ and ‘use,” which may create confusion if misused in professional or scientific settings. ‘Use’, in general, is preferred for its
straightforwardness and simplicity. It aptly conveys the idea of employing something in a standard manner or for its intended purpose. Conversely, ‘utilize’ is often chosen to convey a sense of strategic or effective application, particularly when explaining how an item has been repurposed or maximized without causing any ambiguity. However, it’s
worth noting that the misuse of ‘utilize’ might lead to an unintended air of pretentiousness. It can seem like an attempt to sound more sophisticated or important, which can be distracting and even detrimental in professional language usage. To avoid this pitfall, consider the following guidelines in your workplace communication: Opt for clarity and
simplicity - Choose ‘use’ as the default term to communicate effectively without distracting readers. Reserve ‘utilize’ for suitable contexts - Employ ‘utilize’ when emphasizing the creative reapplication of a tool, method, or resource beyond its intended purpose. Maintain consistency - Be consistent in your choice of vocabulary and expression
throughout your text to maintain coherency, especially in formal settings. Understanding the nuances between ‘utilize’ and ‘use’ is of paramount importance for effective workplace communication. By employing the right term in a specific context, you ensure that your message is not only accurate but also clear, enhancing your overall formal
vocabulary and fostering positive professional interactions. Common Mistakes and Misconceptions Despite the significance of clear and accurate communication in scientific writing, many errors still persist, particularly when it comes to using ‘use’ and ‘utilize.’ In this section, we will explore some of the most common mistakes associated with the use
of these terms and why they occur. Misuse of ‘Utilize’ in Scientific Writing In many instances, authors in scientific writing fall into the trap of incorrectly using these two terms interchangeably. This misuse can detract from the intended meaning and clarity of the text, creating confusion for readers. To address this issue, it is crucial to understand the
unique applications of ‘use’ and ‘utilize’ in these contexts. ‘Use’ ‘Utilize’ Indicates employing something for its intended purpose Suggests making the most effective or creative use of something, not necessarily for its intended purpose Typically preferred in scientific writing for its simplicity and directness Reserved for instances of innovative,
maximized, or alternate usage Note: While it is generally recommended to prefer ‘use’ for its straightforwardness, ‘utilize’ should only be used when describing a creative or alternative usage of an object or process. Related: Proof vs. Evidence: What's the Difference? (Examples)The Pretentious Pitfall: Overusing ‘Utilize’ Another common issue arises
when writers overuse ‘utilize’ in an attempt to sound more formal or erudite. This tendency may stem from the belief that longer or more complex words are better suited for formal or scientific contexts. Unfortunately, this can lead to linguistic overcomplication and verbosity in writing, ultimately detracting from the overall clarity of the text.
“Precision in scientific writing demands an understanding of the accurate terminology, a clear writing style, and a keen awareness of potential misconceptions.” To avoid the pitfalls of pretense in language and ensure your work conveys its intended meaning effectively, rely on using ‘use’ for most circumstances, reserving ‘utilize’ for instances that
truly call for its unique connotations. Practical Examples: When to Use ‘Use’ or ‘Utilize’ In this section, we will explore practical examples of when it’s appropriate to apply the terms ‘use’ and ‘utilize.’ Let’s take a look at some real-world usage examples to better illustrate the distinction between “use’ and ‘utilize.” When following a recipe in a
cookbook, you use the ingredients and utensils as they are intended. On the other hand, if you utilize a coat hanger to unclog a drain, you are repurposing the hanger for an unintended function. During a workout, athletes use gym equipment such as weights and treadmills to improve their physical fitness. In a MacGyver-esque moment, a stranded
motorist might utilize a shoelace to create a makeshift tow rope in an emergency situation. When painting a room, you use a paintbrush for its intended purpose. However, a resourceful artist may utilize everyday objects, such as an old toothbrush, to create unique paint textures on their canvas. In each of these examples, we can see that ‘use’ is the
correct choice when an item is employed for its intended purpose, while ‘utilize’ is appropriate when repurposing an object beyond its designed function, resulting in novel applications. Remember, mastering the correct application of ‘use’ and ‘utilize’ comes down to understanding the object’s intended purpose versus its creative or strategic
reapplication. Applying this knowledge in your writing will help you produce clear, accurate, and effective communication. ‘Use’ or ‘Utilize’: Concluding Tips for Precision in Language In the effort to refine and enhance your writing skills, mastering the art of choosing the right word is crucial. Grasping the difference between ‘use’ and ‘utilize’ is a
stepping stone to fostering linguistic accuracy, confident vocabulary application, and precise communication. Remember, the key to distinguishing these terms is the intended purpose versus the creative reapplication of tools and concepts. For straightforward, conventional usage, rely on the simplicity of “‘use.” Reserve ‘utilize’ for those unique
instances where resourcefulness and ingenious application come into play. Taking the time to evaluate your word choices will result in writing proficiency, enriching the clarity and impact of your professional and personal communication. Make a conscious effort to be mindful of proper terminology to elevate your language skills and express yourself
with precision and eloquence. “Use” and “usage” are almost identical when written down. However, there are some nuances that you need to understand that allows for native speakers to create a subtle difference between them. This article will explore when to use which variation. “Use” works when something is being used. It is a verb form, so we
must always use it when we are “using” something (i.e. “not in common use”). “Usage” is the state of being “used,” and it refers to how something might be used (i.e. “not common usage”). You can think of “usage” as the noun form of the verb “to use.” We use it to describe the state for something to be used. Of course, this doesn’t help too much
when presented with nearly identical examples like this: This uniform is not in common use.This uniform is not common usage. Both of these examples are correct. The only subtle difference is “in common use” or “common usage.” We use “in” as a preposition because “use” is a verb that shows that we are using something. “Usage” is a noun,
meaning that a preposition is not required in a sentence. Let’s start by exploring the usage of “use” first. It’s the verb form, so it’s the one you’'re more likely to come across. “Use” means that we are using something. It is from the verb form “to use,” which shows that we are making something work or making it do things in an intended manner. It’s
common for us to use “use” synonymously with the noun “usage.” However, this is mostly true informally, and there aren’t many formal cases where it’s acceptable to write “use” in place of “usage.” Some of these examples should help you with it: If you’'re looking to use this correctly, we would recommend reading this guide.I’'m sorry, but his use of
this product is not ideal! We need to take it away from him right away.Your use of those strong words is almost unbearable for me. Please do not use them ever again.My language use has come under fire a few times. I'm not particularly happy about the way people treat me for it.If you hadn’t looked into how to use this thing, I'm sure we would have
completely destroyed it by now.Your use of this machine is remarkable! How did you ever find out how to use it in such a way?This item is ready to use whenever you want, sir. I've made all the required changes that you wanted. “Use” is a verb, and we use it to show that someone or something can “use” an item. It is sometimes correct as a noun
(replacing “usage”), but this is only true colloquially. It’s best to try and avoid using “use” and “usage” synonymously in your writing. You need to make sure you’re able to make the difference clear formally. So, what exactly is the difference we’re looking for? “Usage” is a noun. It refers to the state of something being used. Usually, a subject pronoun
does not come before it (like you would expect from a verb). Instead, we let other nouns or object pronouns come before it or just show the state of how something happens when it is “used.” If you’re confused about the pronoun rule, you can look at the following: Subject pronoun: I use this.Object pronoun: Her usage is quite remarkable. Perhaps
some more examples will help you make sense of it: Your usage of this language after only a few weeks is remarkably impressive!His usage makes me squirm. I don’t like the way he did those things.If your language usage was any better, I’d have to find out where you got your brains from!I need to understand this energy usage bill! I really don’t like
what I'm looking at here.The fuel usage of this car is almost too much to handle! I can’t afford the expense it gives.Whatever the usage numbers are going to be, I'm more than happy to pay them for you!I'll need to understand the usage numbers before the end of the week. Please file the report on my desk. “Usage” is a noun. We use it with an object
pronoun or another noun (i.e. “language usage”). It’s a great way to show how something is being used rather than the direct act of using it. If writing informally, there is no reason why “use” and “usage” cannot be used interchangeably. However, it can create a bad habit in your writing, so it’s best to treat “use” as a verb and “usage” as a noun
where it counts. With that said, we can still provide a few interchangeable examples to show you how it works informally: Your language usage is impressive.Your language use is impressive.His usage of these phrases is baffling to me!His use of these phrases is baffling to me! While it is correct to write “use” and “usage” synonymously in the noun
form, there is never a case where it can be written the other way. “Usage” can never be a verb: Correct: I use a lot of toothpaste.Incorrect: She usage all the good toys! Let’s quickly refer to some graphical evidence to see which is the most popular of the two phrases. According to Google Ngram Viewer, “use” is vastly more popular than “usage.”
However, these data points aren’t necessarily fair to “usage” since “use” is a very common verb that’s used, meaning that it is much more likely to be used in common English writing. Unfortunately, there isn’t a way we can separate the direct verb usage of “use” to compare it more closely to “usage” in a similar context. However, you would most
likely still find “use” the most popular of the two phrases. After all, there are plenty of times where it can be used in place of “usage.” Finally, let’s finish off with some common confusions that people have over the terms “use” and “usage.” Hopefully, by this stage of the article, you’ll have a much better understanding of how each of the following
works. “Language use” and “language usage” are both correct. We can use “use” and “usage” synonymously as nouns when working with the word “language.” This is a common trend that native speakers use. “Usage” is more formally correct, but they both work well. Your language use is really impressive.l do not have much of this language usage
under my belt. “Energy usage” is grammatically correct. We use it in this form because it refers to a noun. It means the amount of energy that we use rather than the act of actually using the energy. Therefore, you should always use “usage.” Correct: Energy usage is the main contributor to why our bills are so pricey.Incorrect: Energy use isn’t going
to go up by much more at the end of this month. “For future use” works best when we are talking about an action. This allows us to utilize “use” as a verb (as long as another verb is present to aid it). “For future usage” works as a noun, which allows us to state the future usage we expect from someone. For future use, I recommend you try out one of
the following products.You should remember that one for future usage. “Ready for usage” is correct because we need the noun form when talking about the state of whether we can use something. If we used the preposition “to,” then “use” would be correct as a verb to show that it is ready to use. Correct: This building isn’t ready for usage, so you
should come back later.Incorrect: This vehicle is not ready for use just yet. Here is the alternative form we can use with “to” that allows the verb form to work: Correct: This is ready to use now if you’d like to take it back with you.Incorrect: I'm sorry, but this isn’t ready to usage now! Let’s finish up with a quiz to see what you’'ve learned from this! As
a side note, make sure you stick to formal writing rules for these answers! Your language (A. use / B. usage) is very strange. Who taught you?I did not (A. use / B. usage) any of the items you asked me not to.She thought her (A. use / B. usage) was better than others, but it was not.My (A. use / B. usage) of these abhorrent words was unforgivable.The
car is finally ready to (A. use / B. usage), Mr. Smith. mellowwillow / iStock / Getty Images Plus, Maria Kuznetsova / iStock / Getty Images Plus, vectorplusb / iStock / Getty Images Plus Are “use” and “utilize” interchangeable? Many people may think so, and use the words that way, but that’s not always the right thing to do. While “utilize” sounds more
formal and proper, it’s a different word than “use” and has a slightly different meaning. The word “use” can be either a noun or a verb, but “utilize” is always a verb. People get these two words confused in their verb, or action word, form. So, let’s focus on that. As a verb, the word “use” means: To put or bring something into action or service; to
handle or consume something Examples of how to put “use” in a sentence include: May I use your pen to sign my name?I will use all the eggs in this recipe.She doesn’t want you to use her new tablet to play games. Notice how each item is brought into action or service in a common way. While the definition is similar, “use” is a part of the definition of
“utilize.” The word “utilize” is not just a form of the word “use.” To utilize something means: To make use of something in a new, practical, or profitable way Examples of how to use “utilize” in a sentence include: Let’s utilize the leftover lettuce to make a dress.I had to utilize a clothespin to hold my hair up when my barrette broke.She likes to utilize
old books as shelves by hanging them horizontally on the wall. Notice how each sentence presents the use of one object or material in an unconventional or creative way. The application of the item goes beyond its intended purpose. “Use” can almost always be substituted for “utilize” in a sentence, but “utilize” can’t always be substituted for “use.”
When you take “utilize” out of sentence and insert “use” in its place, the sentence still makes sense. The reverse isn’t always true. In these examples, “utilize” works because the items are being used in unconventional ways. “Use” also works because the items are being brought into action. I don’t think we can utilize paper to make a fence.l don’t
think we can use paper to make a fence.I had to utilize a sock for a bookmark.I had to use a sock for a bookmark.Joe told us to utilize chewing gum to stick the boards together.Joe told us to use chewing gum to stick the boards together. In these use vs. utilize examples, “utilize” doesn’t work because the items are being used for their standard
purpose. Correct: When will you use that hammer to build your bench?Incorrect: When will you utilize that hammer to build your bench?Correct: The President had to use his veto power. Incorrect: The President had to utilize his veto power.Correct: Please use a pencil to fill out the form.Incorrect: Please utilize a pencil to fill out the form. What is
wrong with the word “utilize”? Nothing is wrong if you're using it correctly! Keep in mind that “utilize” is reserved for unconventional or creative situations rather than common situations. Continue improving your grammar by exploring other misused words and commonly confused words. "Use" refers to the act of employing something, while "Usage"
denotes the manner or the amount of using something over time."Use" and "Usage" might seem similar but they have distinct nuances. "Use" is a term that refers broadly to the act of employing or utilizing something for a purpose or function. On the other hand, "Usage" refers specifically to the way in which words are used in language, or the
continual use of something, often over a period of time."Use" is a versatile word, applicable in various contexts where something is being employed for a function, be it a tool, a concept, or a space. "Usage," however, often implies a customary, habitual, or accepted manner of using something, and is particularly common in linguistic and technical
contexts."Use" implies an action, something that we do with objects, ideas, or skills. It's a general term, indicating the application of something for a purpose. "Usage" is more about the customary practice or operational aspects, often highlighting the frequency, manner, or context in which something is used."Use" carries a sense of immediacy or
specific instance of employing something — it's tied directly to the act. "Usage" suggests a more prolonged or habitual pattern, indicating a standard process or a set of established conditions under which something is used.Both "Use" and "Usage" carry implications beyond the simple act of employing an object or concept. "Use" can suggest
exploitation or utilization in a beneficial manner, while "Usage" often carries connotations of tradition, habit, or established procedure.Act of employing somethingManner or amount of using somethingCustomary, linguistic, or technical uselmmediate, specific instanceProlonged, habitual patternFunctional, purposeful actionEstablished practice,
traditionBroad, applicable in various situationsSpecific, often related to mannerTo employ for some purpose.His usage of the car is limited to weekends.To avail oneself of; apply to one's own purposes.The way something is used.The word has a different usage in modern English.To treat or behave toward.She didn’t use him fairly.This tool has seen
heavy usage.To put into service or employ for a purposel used a whisk to beat the eggs. The song uses only three chords.Habitual or customary practice.Her usage is to work out in the morning.To avail oneself of; practiceThe amount of something that is used.The electricity usage goes up in summer.To conduct oneself toward; treat or handle"the
peace offering of a man who once used you unkindly" (Laurence Sterne).The act, manner, or amount of using; usePatterns of computer usage.An instrument that measures water usage.To seek or achieve an end by means of; exploitUsed their highly placed friends to gain access to the president.Felt he was being used by seekers of favor.The act or
manner of treating; treatmentSubjected the car to rough usage.To take or consume for a purposeShe used her savings to buy a computer.Habitual or accepted practiceCustoms that have faded from common usage.To partake of, especially as a habitA usual, habitual, or accepted practiceManners and other social usages.(ys, yst) Used in the past tense
followed by to in order to indicate a former state, habitual practice, or customMail service used to be faster.The way in which words or phrases are actually used, spoken, or written in a speech community"Dictionaries are but the depositories of words already legitimated by usage" (Thomas Jefferson).(Slang) To take an illegal or narcotic drug,
especially as a habit.A particular expression in speech or writingThe act of using something; the application or employment of something for a purposeWith the use of a calculator.Skilled in the use of the bow and arrow.The condition or fact of being usedA custom or established practice.The manner of using; usagel.earned the proper use of power
tools.(uncountable) Custom, tradition.The permission, privilege, or benefit of using somethingGave us the use of their summerhouse.The power or ability to use somethingThe act of using something; use, employment.The need or occasion to use or employ somethingl have no use for these old clothes.The established custom of using language; the
ways and contexts in which spoken and written words are used, especially by a certain group of people or in a certain region.The quality of being suitable or adaptable to an end; usefulnesslI tried to be of use in the kitchen.Action towards someone; treatment, especially in negative sense.A purpose for which something is usedA tool with several uses.A
pretty bowl, but of what use is it?.The act of using; mode of using or treating; treatment; conduct with respect to a person or a thing; as, good usage; ill usage; hard usage.My brotherIs prisoner to the bishop here, at whose handsHe hath good usage and great liberty.There's no use in discussing it. What's the use?.Manners; conduct; behavior.A gentle
nymph was found,Hight Astery, excelling all the crewIn courteous usage.Accustomed or usual procedure or practice"We are but creatures of use and custom" (Mark Twain).Long-continued practice; customary mode of procedure; custom; habitual use; method.It has now been, during many years, the grave and decoroususage of Parliaments to hear, in
respectful silence, all expressions, acceptable or unacceptable, which are uttered from the throne.A particular custom or practiceUses introduced by recent immigrants.Customary use or employment, as of a word or phrase in a particular sense or signification.Enjoyment of property, as by occupying or employing it.In eld [old age] is both wisdom and
usage.The benefit or profit of lands and tenements of which the legal title is vested in another.He warned against the use of narcotic drugsSkilled in the utilization of computersThe arrangement establishing the equitable right to such benefits and profits.Accepted or habitual practiceA liturgical form practiced in a particular church, ecclesiastical
district, or community.The use of torture has been condemned by the United Nations.(uncountable) The act of consuming alcohol or narcotics.What's the use of a law that nobody follows?A function; a purpose for which something may be employed.Occasion or need to employ; necessity.I have no further use for these textbooks.Interest for lent money;
premium paid for the use of something; usury.(archaic) Continued or repeated practice; usage; habit.(obsolete) Common occurrence; ordinary experience.(Christianity) The special form of ritual adopted for use in any diocese.The Sarum, or Canterbury, use; the Hereford use; the York use; the Roman use; etc.(forging) A slab of iron welded to the side
of a forging, such as a shaft, near the end, and afterward drawn down, by hammering, so as to lengthen the forging.(transitive) To employ; to apply; to utilize.Use this knife to slice the bread.We can use this mathematical formula to solve the problem.To expend; to consume by employing.I used the money they allotted me.We should use up most of the
fuel.She used all the time allotted to complete the test.You never cared about me; you just used me!(transitive) To consume (alcohol, drugs, etc), especially regularly.He uses cocaine. I have never used drugs.(intransitive) To consume a previously specified substance, especially a drug to which one is addicted.Richard began experimenting with cocaine
last year; now he uses almost every day.To benefit from; to be able to employ or stand.I could use a drink. My car could use a new coat of paint.To accustom; to habituate. Now common only in participial form. Uses the same pronunciation as the noun; see usage notes.To become accustomed, to accustom oneself.To suggest, request, demand or expect
that other people use a specific set of gender pronouns when referring to the subject.l use they/them pronouns.To habitually do; to be wont to do. (Now chiefly in past-tense forms; see used to.)I used to get things done.(dated) To behave toward; to act with regard to; to treat.To behave, act, comport oneself.The act of employing anything, or of
applying it to one's service; the state of being so employed or applied; application; employment; conversion to some purpose; as, the use of a pen in writing; his machines are in general use.Books can never teach the use of books.This Davy serves you for good uses.When he framedAll things to man's delightful use.Occasion or need to employ;
necessity; as, to have no further use for a book.Yielding of service; advantage derived; capability of being used; usefulness; utility.God made two great lights, great for their useTo man.'T is use alone that sanctifies expense.Continued or repeated practice; customary employment; usage; custom; manner; habit.Let later age that noble use envy.How
weary, stale, flat and unprofitable,Seem to me all the uses of this world!Common occurrence; ordinary experience.O Caesar! these things are beyond all use.The special form of ritual adopted for use in any diocese; as, the Sarum, or Canterbury, use; the Hereford use; the York use; the Roman use; etc.From henceforth all the whole realm shall have but



one use.The premium paid for the possession and employment of borrowed money; interest; usury.Thou art more obliged to pay duty and tribute, use and principal, to him.The benefit or profit of lands and tenements. Use imports a trust and confidence reposed in a man for the holding of lands. He to whose use or benefit the trust is intended shall
enjoy the profits. An estate is granted and limited to A for the use of B.A stab of iron welded to the side of a forging, as a shaft, near the end, and afterward drawn down, by hammering, so as to lengthen the forging.To make use of; to convert to one's service; to avail one's self of; to employ; to put a purpose; as, to use a plow; to use a chair; to use
time; to use flour for food; to use water for irrigation.Launcelot Gobbo, use your legs.Some other means I have which may be used.To behave toward; to act with regard to; to treat; as, to use a beast cruelly.How wouldst thou use me now?To practice customarily; to make a practice of; as, to use diligence in business.Use hospitality one to another.To
accustom; to habituate; to render familiar by practice; to inure; - employed chiefly in the passive participle; as, men used to cold and hunger; soldiers used to hardships and danger.l am so used in the fire to blow.Thou with thy compeers,Used to the yoke, draw'st his triumphant wheels.I would, my son, that thou wouldst use the powerWhich thy
discretion gives thee, to controlAnd manage all.To study nature will thy time employ:Knowledge and innocence are perfect joy.To be wont or accustomed; to be in the habit or practice; as, he used to ride daily; - now disused in the present tense, perhaps because of the similarity in sound, between "use to," and "used to."They use to place him that shall
be their captain on a stone.Fears use to be represented in an imaginary.Thus we use to say, it is the room that smokes, when indeed it is the fire in the room.Now Moses used to take the tent and to pitch it without the camp.To be accustomed to go; to frequent; to inhabit; to dwell; - sometimes followed by of.He useth every day to a merchant's
house.Ye valleys low, where the mild whispers useOf shades, and wanton winds, and gushing brooks.He warned against the use of narcotic drugsSkilled in the utilization of computersHe put his knowledge to good useWhat something is used for;The function of an auger is to bore holesBallet is beautiful but what use is it?(economics) the utilization of
economic goods to satisfy needs or in manufacturing;The consumption of energy has increased steadilyA pattern of behavior acquired through frequent repetition;She had a habit twirling the ends of her hairLong use had hardened him to it(law) the exercise of the legal right to enjoy the benefits of owning property;We were given the use of his
boatExerting shrewd or devious influence especially for one's own advantage;His manipulation of his friends was scandalousPut into service; make work or employ (something) for a particular purpose or for its inherent or natural purpose;We only use Spanish at homel can't make use of this toolApply a magnetic field hereThis thinking was applied to
many projectsHow do you utilize this tool?I apply this rule to get good resultsUse the plastic bags to store the foodHe doesn't know how to use a computerTake or consume (regularly or habitually);Seek or achieve an end by using to one's advantage;She uses her influential friends to get jobsThe president's wife used her good connectionsThe
legislature expended its time on school questionsUse care when going down the stairsPractice non-violent resistanceHabitually do something (use only in the past tense);She used to call her mother every week but now she calls only occasionallyl used to get sick when I ate in that dining hallThey used to vacation in the BahamasTo expend or consume
by employing.He used his savings to start a business.To take advantage of; exploit.He tends to use people to achieve his own goals.No, "Use" is employing something, "Usage" is the manner/how often it's employed.Often, it implies customary or habitual use.Yes, it can refer to how frequently something is used.Generally, it involves applying something
for a purpose.Yes, ideas can be employed for various purposes.It often indicates habitual or established patterns.It's more about the act than the time.Yes, it can be for beneficial purposes.Yes, it can imply taking advantage unfairly.Yes, it can refer to a specific instance of employing.It's active, implying an action.Typically, something is being used.It's
common in linguistic contexts but not exclusive.It can reflect customary practices or norms.Yes, it often implies a customary practice.Yes, it's more general and versatile.Yes, especially referring to systems or tools.It can be neutral, positive, or negative, depending on context.Generally, it refers to the way something is used.Often, it's about standard
or accepted methods.Algebra vs. CalculusADSL vs. VDSLJanet WhiteJanet White has been an esteemed writer and blogger for Difference Wiki. Holding a Master's degree in Science and Medical Journalism from the prestigious Boston University, she has consistently demonstrated her expertise and passion for her field. When she's not immersed in her
work, Janet relishes her time exercising, delving into a good book, and cherishing moments with friends and family.Aimie CarlsonAimie Carlson, holding a master's degree in English literature, is a fervent English language enthusiast. She lends her writing talents to Difference Wiki, a prominent website that specializes in comparisons, offering
readers insightful analyses that both captivate and inform.
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