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Looking	to	start	playing	songs	on	the	acoustic	guitar	right	away?	You	can	get	started	by	signing	up	for	Ayla's	free	6-lesson	plan	and	begin	learning	with	her	Beginner	Guitar	Quick-Start	Series.	This	series	is	designed	specifically	for	beginners,	so	you	don't	need	any	prior	knowledge	of	the	guitar	to	get	started.	The	lessons	cover	all	the	basics,	including
both	acoustic	and	electric	guitars.	It's	recommended	that	you	start	with	the	first	video	and	follow	along	through	each	one	in	order.	The	first	video	will	introduce	you	to	the	series	and	teach	you	how	to	hold	the	guitar,	read	the	numbering	system,	and	learn	your	first	few	chords.	From	there,	you'll	be	able	to	tune	your	guitar,	strum,	and	even	play	your
very	first	song.	Repeat	the	process	for	every	string	except	the	second	(B)	string,	where	you	should	tune	to	the	4th	fret	of	the	third	(G)	string.	As	you	get	closer	to	being	in	tune,	the	wobbling	sound	will	slow	down	and	eventually	stop.	Tuning	takes	time	to	develop,	so	don't	be	discouraged	if	it's	hard	at	first.	You	don't	need	to	move	your	fingers	all
around.	Some	chords	have	notes	in	common,	like	D	and	Dm.	Chords	can	share	similar	patterns	on	different	strings	too.	For	example,	Am	and	E.	Play	Am	then	lift	off,	keeping	the	same	shape.	Once	you	know	music	notation,	you	can	follow	more	guitar	lessons	that	teach	various	styles.	The	'TAB'	lines	show	the	guitar's	strings,	with	the	bottom	line	being
the	thickest	string	and	the	top	for	the	thinnest.	Numbers	tell	you	where	to	press	your	fingers.	When	numbers	stack	up,	play	those	notes	together.	This	example	shows	a	D	chord	after	three	single	notes.	Don't	worry	about	notation	for	now	-	start	with	tab.	Most	songs	involve	playing	chords,	so	good	strumming	is	crucial.	A	great	strumming	technique
will	make	playing	chords	easier.	The	E	minor	pentatonic	scale	is	the	foundation	for	many	guitar	solos,	used	by	legendary	musicians	like	David	Gilmour	and	John	Frusciante.	This	scale's	simplicity	belies	its	power	-	it	consists	of	five	distinct	notes,	with	the	first	note	repeated	at	a	higher	pitch,	making	six	notes	in	total.	The	scale's	structure,	based	on	the
E	minor	pentatonic	scale,	is	crucial	for	learning	how	to	play	guitar	solos	effectively.	To	master	this	scale	and	soloing,	it's	essential	to	understand	that	scales	are	played	one	note	after	another,	unlike	chords	which	are	played	simultaneously.	The	E	minor	pentatonic	scale	specifically	uses	the	notes	E,	G,	A,	B,	and	D	in	a	specific	order	from	low	to	high.
When	playing	lead	guitar	melodies	like	the	one	featured	here,	precision	is	key.	This	requires	holding	your	pick	so	that	only	the	tip	is	showing	and	plucking	the	string	firmly	with	a	downwards	motion.	It's	also	important	to	keep	small	movements	when	picking	strings,	as	this	allows	for	more	accurate	playing	and	helps	prevent	unwanted	extra	movement
that	can	slow	you	down.
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