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they	lose	them	when	molting,	fighting,	or	mating	mishaps.	After	losing	the	leg,	the	spider	will	be	able	to	regrow	legs	that	are	smaller	and	thinner	but	will	replace	the	lost	legs	adequately.Spiders	have	eight	legs	and	(because	they	don’t	have	bones)	they	actually	use	hydraulic	pressure	to	extend	the	legs.	With	this	hydraulic	pressure,	spiders	are	able	to
jump	several	times	their	height	and	move	quickly	and	in	several	directions.Because	they	have	eight	legs,	spiders	will	still	be	able	to	survive	comfortably	even	after	losing	a	leg	or	two.	They	often	lose	their	limbs	when	molting	or	mating,	but	also	during	fights	with	other	spiders.	Luckily	for	them,	they’re	able	to	regrow	their	legs	and	replace	them
adequately.Yes,	spiders	have	the	capability	of	regrowing	their	legs	after	losing	them.Young	spiders,	especially,	are	capable	of	regrowing	their	legs	as	they’re	still	evolving	and	they	molt	more	frequently	as	more	adult	spiders	do.With	molting,	new	legs	will	start	to	grow	where	the	legs	were	once	in	place.	These	legs	will	be	smaller	than	their	normal
legs,	and	they	will	replace	most	of	the	functions	of	the	leg	that	was	there	in	place.These	legs	that	have	regrown	will	play	the	same	roles	as	the	legs	they’ve	replaced.	They’ll	allow	the	spider	to	move	around	and	even	jump,	but	these	functions	will	not	be	as	well-executed	as	they	would	be	if	the	spider	had	all	its	legs.Spiders	are	one	of	the	many	species
in	the	world	that	are	able	to	regrow	their	legs	–	some	other	animals	that	are	able	to	do	this	include	lizard,	deer,	axolotls,	and	starfish.Spiders	regrow	their	legs	by	molting,	which	is	when	their	exoskeletons	will	start	to	peel	off	and	their	bodies	will	regenerate	their	exoskeleton,	allowing	them	to	grow.When	spiders	molt,	they	are	adapting	their
exoskeleton	for	their	growth.	This	means	that	as	spiders	grow,	they	will	need	larger	and	larger	exoskeletons.	Once	the	spider	is	fully	grown,	the	molting	will	be	done	less	frequently.Younger	spiders	molt	more	frequently	and	thus	have	a	better	capability	to	regrow	legs	than	older	spiders	do.	Young	spiders	will	molt	several	times	a	year,	while	senior
spiders	will	only	molt	once	or	twice	a	year	at	most.The	legs	that	will	regrow	in	the	place	of	the	lost	legs	will	be	much	smaller	than	the	original	legs.	It	will	take	some	time	for	the	leg	to	regrow,	as	the	process	can	take	anywhere	from	several	days	to	weeks	and	months,	depending	on	the	size	of	the	spider,	its	age,	and	the	species	of	the	spider.Spiders
might	lose	their	legs	for	many	different	reasons,	but	the	main	reasons	include	molting,	mating,	and	fighting.The	main	reasons	for	spiders	losing	their	legs	include:Molting	–	a	spider’s	legs	might	be	vulnerable	when	they	molt	because	their	exoskeletons	will	be	coming	off	their	bodies.	This	might	happen	spontaneously	or	it	might	happen	on	purpose
since	the	spider	will	have	to	lose	its	leg	for	the	molting	to	be	completed	naturally.Mating	–	some	accidents	when	mating	might	happen,	and	the	spider	might	lose	one	of	its	legs	if	the	mating	is	especially	vigorous.Fights	–	spiders	can	fight	against	other	spiders,	and	that’s	when	they	might	happen	to	lose	their	legs.	Also,	they	might	lose	one	of	their	legs
if	they	are	caught	in	an	accident	when	confronting	or	catching	other	animals.Other	circumstances	–	the	spider	will	lose	its	legs	due	to	various	circumstances	–	the	most	common	one	includes	accidents	because	of	humans,	mishaps,	and	sometimes	even	sticky	traps	that	people	place	to	catch	spiders.The	spider	will	regrow	its	leg	to	gain	function	of	the
lost	leg	or	at	least	replace	the	leg	adequately.	At	first,	the	replacement	leg	will	not	be	as	effective	as	the	lost	leg,	but	it	will	grow	larger	and	more	effective	over	time.Spiders	can	still	survive	without	a	leg	or	even	several	legs,	but	some	of	their	key	functions	will	be	impacted	and	might	regress	after	losing	the	leg.According	to	a	study	done	by	Wrinn	and
Uetz	in	2007,	spiders	will	lose	the	ability	to	forage	as	effectively	as	before,	while	also	impacting	the	growth	and	the	development	time	of	the	spider.They	studied	what	happened	to	spiders	after	autotomy	(self-amputation),	which	happens	when	a	spider	amputates	its	leg	to	survive	a	stressful	event	such	as	a	fight.	It’s	a	coping	and	survival	mechanism
that	several	species	in	the	wild	use,	but	spiders	use	this	mechanism	in	particular	when	in	danger.The	results	of	the	study	found	that	when	a	spider	lost	its	leg,	several	of	its	functions	were	impaired,	which	diminished	the	quality	of	the	living	standard	for	the	spider.	The	study	also	found	that	the	more	legs	the	spider	lost,	the	bigger	the	implications	on
its	body	and	the	functions	will	be.Some	of	the	main	deficiencies	after	losing	a	leg	include:Diminished	foraging	abilities	–	a	spider	without	a	leg	or	several	legs	will	not	be	able	to	get	as	much	food	and	as	quickly	as	before.	That’s	why	it	will	often	lose	access	to	food,	which	can	result	in	a	worse	quality	of	life,	and	loss	to	competitor	spiders	that	are	looking
for	the	same	types	of	food.Less	growth	–	the	study	from	2007	found	that	spiders	without	a	leg	or	several	legs	were	smaller	and	did	not	grow	as	well	as	the	spiders	with	all	legs	intact.	This	is	highly	likely	because	of	their	inability	to	forage	as	effectively	as	before.Slower	development	time	–	the	development	time	of	the	younger	spiders	was	also
longer.Related:	How	Many	Baby	Spiders	Survive	to	Adulthood?MORE	SPIDER	ANATOMY	ARTICLES:Do	Spiders	have	Tongues?Do	Spiders	Poop?Do	Spiders	have	Teeth	or	Fangs?MORE	INCREDIBLE	SPIDER	ABILITIES:	Spiders	are	one	of	the	few	species	in	nature	that	are	capable	of	regrowing	their	legs.	When	they	molt,	they	will	replace	their	lost
legs	and	grow	smaller	legs,	which	will	replace	some	of	the	functions	of	the	leg	they	have	lost.While	the	replacement	legs	might	not	be	as	effective	as	the	lost	legs	at	first,	they’re	still	adequate	at	replacing	some	of	the	functions	of	the	lost	legs	to	a	degree.I	am	the	founder	and	owner	of	Fauna	Facts.	My	mission	is	to	write	valuable	and	entertaining
information	about	animals	and	pets	for	my	audience.	I	hope	you	enjoy	the	site!	Can	Spiders	Regrow	Their	Legs?	When	it	comes	to	regeneration,	spiders	that	suffer	a	serious	injury	from	a	predator	attack	can	completely	regenerate	the	leg	with	astonishing	speed	and	efficiency.However,	while	this	ability	is	beneficial	for	spiders,	the	new	leg	is	not
always	as	strong	as	the	original	and	may	not	work	as	well.	In	some	cases,	the	new	leg	may	even	be	shorter	than	the	original	leg.Spiders	are	able	to	regenerate	their	legs	because	they	have	a	special	ability	called	“Ecdysis”	which	many	invertebrates	have!	Ecdysis	is	the	process	of	molting,	where	an	animal,	or	“in	this	case	the	spider”	will	shed	its
exoskeleton	and	regrow	a	new	leg.	For	spiders,	this	process	of	molting	and	regenerating	lost	limbs	usually	takes	place	every	few	months.	As	spiders	mature,	they	will	periodically	shed	their	exoskeletons,	and	when	this	happens	spiders	can	also	regrow	any	lost	limbs.However,	not	all	spiders	are	able	to	regenerate	lost	legs	successfully.	If	a	spider	loses
a	leg	during	its	final	molt	then	it	won’t	be	able	to	regrow	a	new	leg.Additionally,	if	a	spider	loses	multiple	legs,	there’s	a	good	chance	the	spider	won’t	be	able	to	regenerate	all	of	its	missing	limbs.Spiders	that	do	regenerate	lost	legs	may	end	up	with	shorter	or	weaker	limbs	than	they	started	with.	In	some	cases,	the	new	leg	may	not	work	as	well	as	the
original	one.Related	Article:The	number	of	legs	that	a	spider	can	regrow	also	varies	from	species	to	species.	Some	spiders	can	only	regenerate	one	lost	leg	at	a	time,	while	others	may	be	able	to	regenerate	multiple	legs	simultaneously.However,	they	can	only	regrow	a	leg	after	they’ve	molted	and	shed	their	exoskeleton.	So,	if	a	spider	loses	a	leg	in
between	molts,	it	will	have	to	wait	until	its	next	molt	to	regenerate	the	lost	limb.Still,	others	may	be	able	to	regrow	all	of	their	lost	legs	over	time.	No	matter	how	many	legs	a	spider	can	regrow,	though,	they	all	have	one	thing	in	common,	the	ability	to	bounce	back	from	even	the	most	drastic	of	injuries.The	time	it	takes	for	a	spider	to	regrow	a	leg
depends	on	the	type	of	spider	and	the	severity	of	the	injury.	The	process	of	regeneration	can	take	anywhere	from	weeks,	to	months,	depending	on	the	size	of	the	spider	and	how	many	legs	it	needs	to	regrow.It	can	take	two	or	three	molts	for	a	spider	to	completely	grow	a	limb	that	matches	the	original.	This	process	can	take	up	to	6	months	depending
on	the	size	of	the	spiders!The	new	leg	will	not	be	as	strong	as	the	original,	but	it	will	allow	the	spider	to	continue	to	hunt	and	build	webs.	The	regeneration	process	begins	when	the	injured	spider	shed	its	old	exoskeleton.A	new	leg	will	then	begin	to	grow	in	its	place,	starting	with	a	small	bulbous	structure.	This	structure	will	gradually	lengthen	and
harden	into	a	new	leg.During	this	time,	the	spider	will	likely	be	less	mobile	than	usual,	and	it	may	take	some	time	for	it	to	learn	how	to	use	its	new	leg	effectively.	However,	given	enough	time,	most	spiders	are	able	to	make	a	full	recovery	from	even	a	major	injury.Juvenile	spiders	are	able	to	regrow	their	legs	quite	easily.	In	fact,	many	spiderlings	will
go	through	multiple	molts	during	their	first	few	weeks	of	life.	During	this,	they	will	shed	their	exoskeletons	and	regrow	any	lost	legs.They	also	have	an	easier	time	regenerating	lost	legs	since	they	are	still	growing	and	their	bodies	are	more	adaptable.However,	as	spiders	age,	they	become	less	capable	of	regenerating	lost	limbs.	Adult	spiders	may	be
able	to	regrow	a	single	leg	if	they	lose	it	early	in	their	lives,	but	they	will	usually	be	left	with	a	permanent	disability,	and	it	won’t	work	as	well	as	the	original.Related	Article:Do	Spiders	Come	Out	At	Night?8	Reasons	Why	Jumping	Spiders	Make	Good	Pets?There	are	many	reasons	why	a	spider	might	lose	its	leg.	In	the	wild,	spiders	can	lose	their	legs	to
predators,	fighting,	or	mating.Predators	or	other	hazardsInjuries	sustained	from	handlingBeing	kept	in	an	unsuitable	environmentDue	to	disease	or	infectionIn	captivity,	spiders	may	lose	their	legs	due	to	injuries	sustained	from	handling	or	from	being	kept	in	an	unsuitable	environment.	Spiders	may	also	lose	legs	due	to	disease	or	infection.No	matter
how	a	spider	loses	its	leg,	the	question	is	can	spiders	regrow	their	legs?	The	answer	is	clear	that	they	can	usually	regenerate	the	lost	limb	and	continue	on	with	its	life.	So,	the	next	time	you	see	a	spider	with	a	missing	leg,	don’t	worry,	it	will	probably	grow	back	eventually.This	ability	to	regenerate	lost	limbs	makes	spiders	some	of	the	most	resilient
creatures	on	Earth	and	allows	them	to	thrive	in	even	the	most	hostile	environments.Some	spiders	may	not	be	able	to	regenerate	its	leg	at	all.	This	usually	happens	when	the	spider	is	very	old	and	has	had	its	final	molt.In	these	cases,	the	spider	will	likely	be	left	with	a	permanent	disability	and	will	have	to	learn	to	adapt	to	its	new	life	without	its	lost
limbs.However,	a	spider	that	has	lost	multiple	legs	will	have	difficulty	moving	around	and	may	have	trouble	catching	prey.	They	may	also	have	difficulty	building	webs,	which	can	make	it	hard	for	them	to	catch	food.Without	the	ability	to	move	properly,	spiders	would	be	easy	prey	for	predators.	In	short,	without	legs,	spiders	would	be	unable	to	survive
in	the	wild.If	a	spider	has	only	lost	one	leg,	it	can	still	survive	and	even	continue	to	hunt	for	food.	In	fact,	there	was	a	study	by	the	Association	for	the	Study	of	Animal	Behaviour	and	they	found	that	spiders	with	a	missing	leg	were	still	able	to	make	their	webs	and	catch	prey.They	also	found	that	there	was	no	effect	on	the	spider’s	ability	to	fight	a	single
opponent	with	a	missing	leg.	However,	Leg	loss	did	significantly	increases	their	molt	interval	by	15%.	and	their	growth	rate	was	slightly	increased	but	not	by	much.Of	course,	if	the	spider’s	injuries	are	more	severe	and	they	have	lost	more	than	one	leg	then	this	will	put	them	at	a	greater	disadvantage.Despite	this,	spiders	are	still	incredibly	resilient
creatures	and	many	are	able	to	continue	living	long	and	healthy	lives	even	without	some	of	their	legs.	So,	even	if	a	spider	can’t	regenerate	its	lost	limbs,	it	can	still	survive!Related	Article:All	spiders	have	eight	legs	and	while	it	is	true	that	some	can	lose	2	or	even	3	legs	they	can	still	function	relatively	well.	But,	the	more	legs	a	spider	loses,	the	harder
it	becomes	for	them	to	survive.	This	is	because	spiders	rely	on	their	legs	for	a	variety	of	activities,	including	walking,	hunting,	and	web-spinning.	Without	enough	legs,	a	spider	will	be	unable	to	properly	perform	these	activities,	making	it	more	difficult	for	them	to	find	food	and	shelter.In	some	cases,	a	spider	may	even	lose	its	ability	to	reproduce	if	it
loses	too	many	legs.Other	animals	have	varying	degrees	of	ability	when	it	comes	to	regenerating	lost	body	parts.	Some	animals,	like	lizards	and	newts,	are	able	to	regrow	entire	limbs	if	they	lose	them.	Others,	like	snakes	and	crocodiles,	can	only	regenerate	part	of	their	tails.In	comparison,	spiders	seem	to	be	relatively	well-equipped	when	it	comes	to
regenerating	lost	limbs.	Spiders	can	regrow	entire	legs,	albeit	not	always	as	effectively	as	the	original.	Additionally,	they	can	do	so	relatively	quickly,	compared	to	other	animals	with	this	ability.All	in	all,	spiders	are	pretty	impressive	creatures!	Not	only	can	they	spin	webs	and	catch	prey,	but	they	can	also	regenerate	lost	limbs!	Next	time	you	see	a
spider,	take	a	moment	to	appreciate	all	that	it	can	do!	Who	knows,	maybe	one	day	we’ll	be	able	to	do	the	same.So,	can	spiders	regrow	their	legs?	Yes	absolutely!	Although	this	is	a	process	that	takes	time	and	energy,	it	enables	spiders	to	adapt	to	their	environment	and	continue	to	survive	even	when	they	suffer	injuries.We	can	learn	a	lot	from	spiders
about	regeneration	and	hopefully,	one	day,	we’ll	be	able	to	use	this	knowledge	to	help	humans	who	have	lost	limbs	regain	them.	If	you	want	to	know	more	about	spiders	feel	free	to	check	out	some	more	of	our	articles	on	this	site.Related	Article:	Spiders	can	live	without	one	or	two,	and	even	three	of	their	legs.	It	can	make	life	more	difficult	for	them,
but	they’ll	be	alright.	If	the	spider	has	at	least	one	molt	left	in	it’s	life	(molt	meaning	they	shed	their	exoskeleton	because	they	grew	out	of	it	and	have	a	new	one	underneath)	then	it	can	regrow	it’s	leg.	Can	spiders	break	their	legs?	When	spiders	lose	legs,	they	typically	lose	them	at	predetermined	‘break	points’…	usually	at	a	joint	close	to	the	body.
These	points	have	special	muscles	which	clamp	shut,	to	ensure	the	spider	doesn’t	lose	too	much	blood.	This	process	is	called	‘autotomy’,	and	it’s	completely	normal.	How	do	they	treat	a	brown	recluse	bite?	Treatment	Clean	it	with	soap	and	water.	Apply	antibiotic	cream.	If	you	were	bitten	on	an	arm	or	leg,	keep	it	raised	while	you’re	resting.	This	can
reduce	swelling.	Put	ice	on	it.	Take	over-the-counter	pain	medicine.	Watch	for	more	severe	symptoms.	READ:			Why	are	there	no	trees	in	John	O	Groats?What	is	the	most	poisonous	spider	in	the	world?	Brazilian	wandering	spider	The	Guinness	Book	of	World	Records	considers	the	Brazilian	wandering	spider	the	most	venomous	in	the	world.	Hundreds
of	bites	are	reported	annually,	but	a	powerful	anti-venom	prevents	deaths	in	most	cases.	Do	spider	legs	regenerate?	If	a	spider	is	unfortunate	enough	to	lose	a	leg,	then	provided	it	still	has	at	least	one	more	moult	left	in	its	life	cycle	it’s	able	to	grow	a	new	leg.	In	most	species	the	new	leg	is	thinner	and	shorter	than	the	original	leg.	It	can	take	two	or
three	moults	until	the	regenerated	limb	matches	the	original	in	appearance.	Can	spiders	self	heal	themselves?	During	the	second	molt	after	autonomy,	regenerating	spiders	were	able	to	compensate	for	previous	costs	by	either	shortening	their	molt	interval	or	increasing	their	growth.”	It	appears	these	spiders	are	bounce	back	pretty	readily,
minimizing	the	costs	associated	with	leg	loss	and	regeneration	to	only	one	molt.	Do	spiders	feel	pain	when	they	fall?	They	don’t	feel	‘pain,’	but	may	feel	irritation	and	probably	can	sense	if	they	are	damaged.	Even	so,	they	certainly	cannot	suffer	because	they	don’t	have	emotions.	What	happens	if	a	tarantula	loses	a	leg?	If	your	tarantula	loses	a	leg,	he
will	be	able	to	stop	blood	flow	from	going	to	that	area	so	he	won’t	bleed	to	death.	This	ability	is	like	that	of	clotting	in	humans.	Once	blood	flow	is	halted	to	the	injured	area,	your	tarantula	will	begin	to	regenerate	his	leg	the	next	time	it	molts.	READ:			How	do	you	make	an	existing	building	earthquake	resistant?What	is	the	best	ointment	to	put	on	a
spider	bite?	A	topical	antibiotic	to	help	prevent	infection.	This	over-the-counter	spray	or	ointment,	such	as	Bacitracin	or	Neosporin,	contains	antibiotics	that	kill	existing	bacteria	and	stop	more	bacteria	from	growing	around	the	wound.	A	topical	hydrocortisone	cream	to	help	soothe	the	bite.	How	do	you	treat	a	spider	bite	on	your	leg?	Clean	the	wound
with	mild	soap	and	water.	Apply	an	antibiotic	ointment	three	times	a	day	to	help	prevent	infection.	Apply	a	cool	compress	over	the	bite	for	15	minutes	each	hour.	Use	a	clean	cloth	dampened	with	water	or	filled	with	ice.	Are	grand	daddy	long	legs	poisonous?	As	far	as	humans	are	concerned,	granddaddy	long	legs	are	neither	poisonous	or	venomous.
Granddaddy	long	legs	do	have	fang-like	mouth	parts	(also	known	as	chelicerae)	that	they	use	to	grasp	and	chew	food	but	they	are	not	used	to	bite	humans	nor	inject	venom.	How	many	legs	do	arachnids	have?	READ:			What	kind	of	parents	create	a	narcissist?Arachnids	are	a	class	(	Arachnida)	of	joint-legged	invertebrate	animals	(arthropods),	in	the
subphylum	Chelicerata.	All	arachnids	have	eight	legs,	although	the	front	pair	of	legs	in	some	species	has	converted	to	a	sensory	function,	while	in	other	species,	different	appendages	can	grow	large	enough	to	take	on	the	appearance	of	extra	pairs	of	legs.	Do	arachnids	have	love	lives?	I	will	never	look	at	arachnids,	or	members	of	the	Arachnid	class
that	are	carnivorous,	wingless	animals	and	include	spiders,	mites,	scorpions,	daddy	long	legs	and	ticks,	the	same	way	again.	From	cannibalism	to	dancing	to	genital	mutilation,	arachnids	have	bizarre	love	lives.	Let’s	review	the	basics	of	arachnid	mating:	Is	an	arachnid	a	solifuge?	Spiders	aren’t	the	only	arachnids;	the	arachnid	in	the	above	photo	is	a
solifuge.	An	arachnid	is	an	invertebrate	animal	in	the	class	Arachnida.	Arachnida	itself	is	part	of	a	larger	group	of	animals	known	as	arthropods.	Like	all	arthropods,	arachnids	have	jointed	legs,	segmented	bodies,	and	hard,	external	exoskeletons.	What	are	some	examples	of	arachnids?	Arachnids	include	spiders,	mites,	scorpions,	daddy	long	legs	and
ticks.	Arachnid	reproduction	is	quite	varied,	depending	upon	the	species.	For	example,	the	blue-faced	peacock	spider	gets	jiggy,	dancing	about	and	sticking	his	legs	in	the	air,	all	to	impress	the	ladies.	Leg	loss	is	a	common	phenomenon	in	spiders,	and	according	to	the	species	5%	to	40%	of	the	adults	can	present	at	least	one	missing	leg.	There	is	no
possibility	of	regeneration	after	adult	moult	and	the	animal	must	manage	with	its	missing	appendages	until	its	death.	Many	spiders	regenerate	lost	legs.	Such	regeneration	seems	to	be	an	ancestral	trait.	Regenerated	legs	emerge	during	a	moult	and	often	appear	to	be	poorly-	or	non-	functional	until	they	themselves	have	moulted	at	least	once	more.
Spiders	can	lose	two	or	three	legs	and	still	be	able	to	walk	around	just	fine.	They	start	to	have	difficulty	walking	if	they	lose	more	than	that,	but	they	can	still	pull	themselves	around	to	some	extent.	It	depends	greatly	on	the	location	of	the	lost	legs.	With	each	molt	a	spider	can	replace	limbs	that	were	lost	during	the	last	instar	or	the	shape	of	the
abdomen	or	appendages	can	change.	Regenerated	limbs	may	take	several	instars	to	be	completely	replaced	and	normal.	Due	to	their	low	weight	compared	with	body	surface	area,	and	the	thread	acting	as	a	parachute,	a	true	spider	should	survive	a	fall.	However,	if	it	is	a	type	of	house	spider,	it	may	not	survive	outside	regardless	of	any	issues	with
falling.	It	is	likely	to	lack	key	features	such	as	'distress',	'sadness',	and	other	states	that	require	the	synthesis	of	emotion,	memory	and	cognition.	In	other	words,	insects	are	unlikely	to	feel	pain	as	we	understand	it.	Spiders	are	known	for	their	ability	to	survive	falls	from	great	heights	due	to	their	low	body	weight	and	the	presence	of	a	dragline	silk	that
they	use	to	slow	their	descent.	Some	studies	have	shown	that	spiders	can	survive	falls	from	up	to	30	feet	without	being	harmed.	It	is	well	documented	that	many	different	types	of	arthropods	such	as	centipedes,	spiders,	and	other	insects	can	regrow	limbs	after	a	loss.	"Crabs	can	even	automatically	get	rid	of	their	limbs	if	they	are	attacked,"	Scholtz
said.	"They	replace	it	by	a	new	limb."	Spiders	may	amputate	their	legs	as	a	defense	strategy,	but	it's	not	clear	what	trade-offs	exist.	The	spider	lifespan	can	vary	as	much	as	the	spider	life	cycle.	Most	spiders	live	about	two	years,	but	some	have	been	known	to	live	up	to	20	years	when	in	captivity.	Female	spiders	tend	to	live	longer	than	male	spiders.
Many	male	spiders	reach	maturity	within	two	years	and	die	after	mating.	Leg	loss	is	a	common	phenomenon	in	spiders,	and	according	to	the	species	5%	to	40%	of	the	adults	can	present	at	least	one	missing	leg.	There	is	no	possibility	of	regeneration	after	adult	moult	and	the	animal	must	manage	with	its	missing	appendages	until	its	death.	You	do	not
hold	a	special	place	in	that	brain	and	hence	a	spider	will	not	remember	you.	The	main	reason	is	that	they	have	very	poor	eyesight	and	so	they	won't	see	you	and	remember	you.	Spiders	do	not	need	eyesight	because	to	catch	their	prey,	they	simply	build	a	web,	sit	back	and	wait	for	bugs	to	enter	the	trap.	Spiders	do	not	sleep	in	the	same	way	that
humans	do,	but	like	us,	they	do	have	daily	cycles	of	activity	and	rest.	Spiders	can't	close	their	eyes	because	they	don't	have	eyelids	but	they	reduce	their	activity	levels	and	lower	their	metabolic	rate	to	conserve	energy.	If	you	squish	it,	it	is	definitely	dead.	It	won't	come	back,	but	you	didn't	really	need	to	kill	it,	you	know?	Spiders	are	generally
beneficial	to	the	environment	as	they	eat	pests	that	they	encounter.	Amazingly,	garden	cross	spiders	can	regenerate	lost	legs	and	use	them	immediately	to	build	a	web	that	is	pitch-perfect,	even	though	the	new	limb	is	much	shorter	than	the	one	it	replaced.	When	spiders	die,	their	tiny	legs	curl	up	tight	against	their	body,	because	spiders	don't	use
muscles	to	extend	their	legs.	Instead,	they	have	hydraulic	legs!	But	don't	be	fooled	into	thinking	that	they	don't	know	you're	there.	Get	too	close	and	you	change	the	air	pressure	around	the	spider,	tiny	sensitive	hairs	pick	up	the	movement,	it's	why	house	spiders	suddenly	stop	running	if	you	see	them	and	get	close.	Spiders	do	not	have	the	same
capacity	for	recognition	and	social	interaction	as	mammals.	They	lack	the	complex	brain	structures	necessary	for	recognizing	individual	humans	as	their	owners.	While	some	animals,	such	as	dogs	and	cats,	can	form	bonds	with	humans	and	recognize	them,	spiders	do	not	exhibit	this	behavior.	Spiders	don't	have	ears	like	we	do,	and	many	have	poor
eyesight.	But	they	can	sense	vibrations,	like	those	that	happen	when	an	unlucky	insect	touches	their	webs.	And	instead	of	eardrums,	spiders	hear	using	tiny,	sensitive	hairs	that	move	in	response	to	sounds.	If	a	spider	is	unfortunate	enough	to	lose	a	leg,	then	provided	it	still	has	at	least	one	more	moult	left	in	its	life	cycle	it's	able	to	grow	a	new	leg.	In
most	species	the	new	leg	is	thinner	and	shorter	than	the	original	leg.	It	can	take	two	or	three	moults	until	the	regenerated	limb	matches	the	original	in	appearance.	Most	spiders	are	light	enough,	and	can	spread	their	weight	out	enough,	to	walk	on	water.	Self	propelled	motion	across	water	without	a	boat	could	be	interpreted	as	swimming.	The	larger
and	heavier	tarantula	still	floats	very	well	and	can	propel	itself	with	it's	legs	in	water.	Yes,	spiders	can	swim.	At	last,	science	hasn't	confirmed	that	spiders	feel	what	humans	would	recognize	as	emotions.	Spiders	lack	the	cognitive	complexity	and	biological	structures	required	to	feel	and	demonstrate	emotional	states.	The	average	spider	has	a	very
small	brain	and	a	basic	nervous	system	compared	to	humans	or	other	higher	mammals.	Their	abdomen	splits	open.	Some	spiders	are	so	small	that	their	Terminal	velocity	-	Wikipedia	is	so	slow	that	they	slowly	float	down	and	land	without	damage.	Unlikely	for	most	species,	even	in	free	fall,	because	they	are	very	light	for	their	size.	So	they	should
survive.	The	other	thing	is	because	their	body	to	mass	ratio	is	very	low,	they	will	reach	a	low	terminal	velocity.	So	they	will	be	undamaged,	even	if	they	run	out	of	thread.	Most	of	the	time,	they	will,	as	long	as	it	is	not	a	tarantula	sized	spider	that	lands	on	a	hard	surface.	It's	simply	because	their	weight	is	much	less	in	respect	to	their	body	surface	area
when	compared	to	humans	or	other	objects	which	fall	at	greater	rate.	A	spider	falls	slowly	because	the	air	resistance	is	enough	to	counter	the	gravitational	force	on	the	body	of	the	spider	and	slow	the	descent.	Spiders	can	live	without	one	or	two,	and	even	three	of	their	legs.	It	can	make	life	more	difficult	for	them,	but	they’ll	be	alright.	If	the	spider
has	at	least	one	molt	left	in	it’s	life	(molt	meaning	they	shed	their	exoskeleton	because	they	grew	out	of	it	and	have	a	new	one	underneath)	then	it	can	regrow	it’s	leg.	Can	spiders	break	their	legs?	When	spiders	lose	legs,	they	typically	lose	them	at	predetermined	‘break	points’…	usually	at	a	joint	close	to	the	body.	These	points	have	special	muscles
which	clamp	shut,	to	ensure	the	spider	doesn’t	lose	too	much	blood.	This	process	is	called	‘autotomy’,	and	it’s	completely	normal.	How	do	they	treat	a	brown	recluse	bite?	Treatment	Clean	it	with	soap	and	water.	Apply	antibiotic	cream.	If	you	were	bitten	on	an	arm	or	leg,	keep	it	raised	while	you’re	resting.	This	can	reduce	swelling.	Put	ice	on	it.	Take
over-the-counter	pain	medicine.	Watch	for	more	severe	symptoms.	READ:			Why	are	there	no	trees	in	John	O	Groats?What	is	the	most	poisonous	spider	in	the	world?	Brazilian	wandering	spider	The	Guinness	Book	of	World	Records	considers	the	Brazilian	wandering	spider	the	most	venomous	in	the	world.	Hundreds	of	bites	are	reported	annually,	but	a
powerful	anti-venom	prevents	deaths	in	most	cases.	Do	spider	legs	regenerate?	If	a	spider	is	unfortunate	enough	to	lose	a	leg,	then	provided	it	still	has	at	least	one	more	moult	left	in	its	life	cycle	it’s	able	to	grow	a	new	leg.	In	most	species	the	new	leg	is	thinner	and	shorter	than	the	original	leg.	It	can	take	two	or	three	moults	until	the	regenerated
limb	matches	the	original	in	appearance.	Can	spiders	self	heal	themselves?	During	the	second	molt	after	autonomy,	regenerating	spiders	were	able	to	compensate	for	previous	costs	by	either	shortening	their	molt	interval	or	increasing	their	growth.”	It	appears	these	spiders	are	bounce	back	pretty	readily,	minimizing	the	costs	associated	with	leg	loss
and	regeneration	to	only	one	molt.	Do	spiders	feel	pain	when	they	fall?	They	don’t	feel	‘pain,’	but	may	feel	irritation	and	probably	can	sense	if	they	are	damaged.	Even	so,	they	certainly	cannot	suffer	because	they	don’t	have	emotions.	What	happens	if	a	tarantula	loses	a	leg?	If	your	tarantula	loses	a	leg,	he	will	be	able	to	stop	blood	flow	from	going	to
that	area	so	he	won’t	bleed	to	death.	This	ability	is	like	that	of	clotting	in	humans.	Once	blood	flow	is	halted	to	the	injured	area,	your	tarantula	will	begin	to	regenerate	his	leg	the	next	time	it	molts.	READ:			How	do	you	make	an	existing	building	earthquake	resistant?What	is	the	best	ointment	to	put	on	a	spider	bite?	A	topical	antibiotic	to	help	prevent
infection.	This	over-the-counter	spray	or	ointment,	such	as	Bacitracin	or	Neosporin,	contains	antibiotics	that	kill	existing	bacteria	and	stop	more	bacteria	from	growing	around	the	wound.	A	topical	hydrocortisone	cream	to	help	soothe	the	bite.	How	do	you	treat	a	spider	bite	on	your	leg?	Clean	the	wound	with	mild	soap	and	water.	Apply	an	antibiotic
ointment	three	times	a	day	to	help	prevent	infection.	Apply	a	cool	compress	over	the	bite	for	15	minutes	each	hour.	Use	a	clean	cloth	dampened	with	water	or	filled	with	ice.	Are	grand	daddy	long	legs	poisonous?	As	far	as	humans	are	concerned,	granddaddy	long	legs	are	neither	poisonous	or	venomous.	Granddaddy	long	legs	do	have	fang-like	mouth
parts	(also	known	as	chelicerae)	that	they	use	to	grasp	and	chew	food	but	they	are	not	used	to	bite	humans	nor	inject	venom.	How	many	legs	do	arachnids	have?	READ:			What	kind	of	parents	create	a	narcissist?Arachnids	are	a	class	(	Arachnida)	of	joint-legged	invertebrate	animals	(arthropods),	in	the	subphylum	Chelicerata.	All	arachnids	have	eight
legs,	although	the	front	pair	of	legs	in	some	species	has	converted	to	a	sensory	function,	while	in	other	species,	different	appendages	can	grow	large	enough	to	take	on	the	appearance	of	extra	pairs	of	legs.	Do	arachnids	have	love	lives?	I	will	never	look	at	arachnids,	or	members	of	the	Arachnid	class	that	are	carnivorous,	wingless	animals	and	include
spiders,	mites,	scorpions,	daddy	long	legs	and	ticks,	the	same	way	again.	From	cannibalism	to	dancing	to	genital	mutilation,	arachnids	have	bizarre	love	lives.	Let’s	review	the	basics	of	arachnid	mating:	Is	an	arachnid	a	solifuge?	Spiders	aren’t	the	only	arachnids;	the	arachnid	in	the	above	photo	is	a	solifuge.	An	arachnid	is	an	invertebrate	animal	in
the	class	Arachnida.	Arachnida	itself	is	part	of	a	larger	group	of	animals	known	as	arthropods.	Like	all	arthropods,	arachnids	have	jointed	legs,	segmented	bodies,	and	hard,	external	exoskeletons.	What	are	some	examples	of	arachnids?	Arachnids	include	spiders,	mites,	scorpions,	daddy	long	legs	and	ticks.	Arachnid	reproduction	is	quite	varied,
depending	upon	the	species.	For	example,	the	blue-faced	peacock	spider	gets	jiggy,	dancing	about	and	sticking	his	legs	in	the	air,	all	to	impress	the	ladies.	Check	out	‘Bob	the	Former	Disabled	Tarantula’	on	Facebook.	This	pet	(now	renamed	Bobbi	after	she	was	discovered	to	be	female)	lost	seven	legs	during	an	escape	attempt,	only	to	regrow	them	at
her	next	moult,	a	few	months	later.	She	didn’t	bleed	to	death	because	when	spiders	lose	legs,	they	usually	come	off	at	‘break	points’	–	joints	which	contain	muscles	that	constrict	to	minimise	blood	loss.	If	a	leg	becomes	amputated	before	the	break	point,	the	spider	still	sheds	its	leg	but	only	after	additional	blood	loss.	This	can	be	fatal.	Read	more:
Abstract.	Leg	loss	is	a	common	phenomenon	in	spiders,	and	according	to	the	species	5%	to	40%	of	the	adults	can	present	at	least	one	missing	leg.	There	is	no	possibility	of	regeneration	after	adult	moult	and	the	animal	must	manage	with	its	missing	appendages	until	its	death.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
If	you	really	broke	it's	leg,	then	part	or	all	of	it	would've	fallen	off.	A	spider's	muscles	will	clamp	shut	to	keep	then	from	losing	too	much	pressure/fluids.	Spiders	can	live	without	one	or	two,	and	even	three	of	their	legs.	It	can	make	life	more	difficult	for	them,	but	they'll	be	alright.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	quora.com	Spiders	can
lose	two	or	three	legs	and	still	be	able	to	walk	around	just	fine.	They	start	to	have	difficulty	walking	if	they	lose	more	than	that,	but	they	can	still	pull	themselves	around	to	some	extent.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	quora.com	Some	may	have	lost	it	in	fights,	while	some	may	have	dropped	the	legs	when	escaping	from	predators	that
have	caught	onto	their	legs.	Losing	a	limb	or	two,	may	have	just	saved	the	spider's	life	then.	To	cope	with	this,	spiders	are	able	to	regrow	or	regenerate	their	lost	legs	after	a	number	of	moults.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	nickybay.com	The	legs	also	have	sensory	organs	in	thin	long	hairs	and	can	detect	tremors	and	air	currents.	A
spider	curls	up	when	it	detects	motion	nearby;	it	can	feel	that	something	is	wrong.	It	takes	more	than	one	system	in	the	body	for	an	insect	to	feel	pain,	from	the	central	nervous	system	to	the	nociceptors.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	schoolofbugs.com	Abstract.	Leg	loss	is	a	common	phenomenon	in	spiders,	and	according	to	the
species	5%	to	40%	of	the	adults	can	present	at	least	one	missing	leg.	There	is	no	possibility	of	regeneration	after	adult	moult	and	the	animal	must	manage	with	its	missing	appendages	until	its	death.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov	She	didn't	bleed	to	death	because	when	spiders	lose	legs,	they	usually	come
off	at	'break	points'	–	joints	which	contain	muscles	that	constrict	to	minimise	blood	loss.	If	a	leg	becomes	amputated	before	the	break	point,	the	spider	still	sheds	its	leg	but	only	after	additional	blood	loss.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	sciencefocus.com	Sorry	arachnophobes,	you	have	more	in	common	with	spiders	than	you	thought
Although	spiders	are	sometimes	thought	of	as	being	creepy	crawly	animals,	new	evidence	suggests	some	get	scared	and	assess	danger	in	almost	the	same	way	as	humans.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	npr.org	Amazingly,	garden	cross	spiders	can	regenerate	lost	legs	and	use	them	immediately	to	build	a	web	that	is	pitch-perfect,
even	though	the	new	limb	is	much	shorter	than	the	one	it	replaced.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	ox.ac.uk	Spiders	are	remarkable	for	their	ability	to	regenerate	lost	limbs	with	apparent	ease	which	is	often	associated	with	molting.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	peertechzpublications.com	So	killing	a	spider	doesn't
just	cost	the	arachnid	its	life,	it	may	take	an	important	predator	out	of	your	home.	It's	natural	to	fear	spiders.	They	have	lots	of	legs	and	almost	all	are	venomous	–	though	the	majority	of	species	have	venom	too	weak	to	cause	issues	in	humans,	if	their	fangs	can	pierce	our	skin	at	all.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	theconversation.com
Sometimes	when	we	get	too	close	or	disturb	them,	they	treat	us	like	they	would	treat	any	predator.	Many	spiders	have	threat	displays	intended	to	scare	off	predators,	such	as	rearing	up	or	lunging.	Biting	in	self-defence	is	another	strategy	that	spiders	can	use	when	they	are	afraid	for	their	lives.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on
identify-spiders.com	White	Vinegar	In	a	spray	bottle,	mix	white	vinegar	and	water	in	equal	parts.	Then,	get	ready	to	spray	whenever	you	see	a	spider—the	acidic	nature	of	the	vinegar	will	kill	the	spider	on	contact.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	forbes.com	Can	spiders	recognize	humans?	Spiders	do	have	feelings,	but	unlike	a	dog	or
a	cat,	they	won't	bond	with	you.	In	fact,	they	likely	won't	even	recognize	you.	They	simply	aren't	hardwired	to	be	companions	to	humans	and	should	never	be	bought	at	pet	stores,	online,	or	anywhere	else.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	peta.org	What	is	the	lifespan	of	a	spider?	The	spider	lifespan	can	vary	as	much	as	the	spider	life
cycle.	Most	spiders	live	about	two	years,	but	some	have	been	known	to	live	up	to	20	years	when	in	captivity.	Female	spiders	tend	to	live	longer	than	male	spiders.	Many	male	spiders	reach	maturity	within	two	years	and	die	after	mating.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	terminix.com	Can	spiders	hear?	Spiders	don't	have	ears—generally
a	prerequisite	for	hearing.	So,	despite	the	vibration-sensing	hairs	and	receptors	on	most	arachnids'	legs,	scientists	long	thought	spiders	couldn't	hear	sound	as	it	traveled	through	the	air,	but	instead	felt	vibrations	through	surfaces.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	science.org	Does	killing	a	spider	attract	more	spiders?	The	first	thing	is
to	ignore	the	impulse	to	get	all	Hulk-like	when	you	see	a	spider	and	squish	the	little	terror.	Killing	spiders	will	only	attract	other	spiders;	often,	this	makes	way	for	nastier	spiders.	Some	spiders	are	doing	you	a	favor	and	are	good	to	have	in	your	home.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	swatapest.com.au	What	attracts	spiders	to	your
bed?	Spiders	love	to	hide	in	the	dark,	debris-filled	cracks	away	from	humans.	Be	sure	to	give	the	space	under	your	bed	a	lot	of	attention	while	you're	cleaning.	Since	it	tends	to	be	dark	and	dusty	under	beds,	they're	an	ideal	place	for	spiders	to	hide	away.	The	garbage	from	your	kitchen	may	also	attract	spiders.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete
answer	on	romneypestcontrol.com	Can	you	drown	a	spider?	“Flushed	spiders	will	drown	if	they	end	up	submerged	in	the	sewer,”	Jerome	Rovner,	a	member	of	the	American	Arachnological	Society,	told	Real	Clear	Science.	“However,	the	drowning	process	for	a	spider	can	take	an	hour	or	more,	as	they	have	an	extremely	low	metabolic	rate	and	thus	a
very	low	rate	of	oxygen	consumption.”	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	dollarshaveclub.com	Can	spiders	be	scared	to	death?	Over	21	days,	the	itty	bitty	spiders	that	were	constantly	exposed	to	hints	of	a	predator	stopped	eating,	lost	weight	and,	finally,	gave	up	the	ghost.	Persons	was	surprised	to	find	that	spiders	can	be	scared	to
death	"even	when	the	predator	isn't	present!"	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	inquirer.com	Do	spiders	get	angry?	And	this	aggression	is	heritable.	More	aggressive	spiders	are	faster	to	respond	to	both	predators	and	prey	-	but	they're	also	more	likely	to	attack	their	own	kind,	and	cannibalise	their	own	eggs	and	the	males	of	the
species.	So	they're	better	at	fending	for	themselves	when	trouble	hits	the	fan.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	sciencealert.com	What	spiders	are	friendly	to	humans?	Here	are	some	common	house	spider	species	that	are	harmless:Cellar	spiders.Common	house	spiders.Hobo	spiders.Jumping	spiders.Sac	spiders.Wolf	spiders.	Takedown
request			|			View	complete	answer	on	joshuaspestcontrol.com	Do	spiders	dislike	humans?	Are	spiders	afraid	of	humans?	Yes.	This	is	why	spiders	are	most	commonly	encountered	in	seldom	used	areas	such	as	garages,	attics,	basements,	closets,	or	guest	rooms.	Spiders	are	antisocial	and	try	their	best	to	avoid	human	contact.	Takedown	request			|		
View	complete	answer	on	earthkind.com	Is	it	OK	to	leave	a	spider	in	your	room?	People	aren't	usually	overjoyed	to	see	a	spider	crawling	around	inside	their	home.	But	Matt	Bertone,	an	entomologist	at	North	Carolina	State	University,	says	spiders	are	an	important	part	of	our	indoor	ecosystem	and	rarely	a	danger	to	humans	—	so	it's	best	to	just	leave
them	alone.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	wbur.org	Do	spiders	like	messy	or	clean	rooms?	Clutter	not	only	makes	your	home	feel	crowded,	but	it	also	provides	the	perfect	space	for	spiders	to	turn	your	home	into	their	home.	Spiders	like	dusty	areas	where	they	know	their	nests	and	eggs	will	be	left	alone,	which	is	why	spiders	like	to
hide	under,	behind,	and	inside	of	furniture	and	within	clutter	in	your	home.	Takedown	request			|			View	complete	answer	on	paffyspestcontrol.com	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,
improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute
the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes
were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological
measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended
use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Written	by	Joe	Ballenger	@BugQuestions	whenever	a	spider	loses	a	leg,	does	its	whole	hydraulic	system	loses	pressure	as	well?	My	ghost	spider	lost	a	leg	and	froze.	—	Katzider	(@katzider)	April	10,	2015	This	question	came	to	us	from	Twitter,
from	user	Katzider.	It’s	an	excellent	question	for	many	reasons,	not	the	least	of	which	is	because	it’s	about	pet	spiders.	During	our	podcast	with	Mythwits,	I	expressed	a	little	annoyance	at	the	fact	that	there’s	very	little	medical	care	for	invertebrate	pets	and	livestock.	There	are	some	very	good	economic	reasons	for	this,	but	ultimately	spider	keepers
are	kind	of	on	their	own	when	it	comes	for	veterinary	care.	Since	spiders	are	popular	pets,	I	think	the	questions	Katzider	sent	to	us	are	a	great	set	of	questions	to	focus	on	this	week.	Before	we	jump	into	the	meat	of	his	question,	we	have	to	describe	how	spiders	move	and	respond	to	injury.	After	that	we’ll	explain	how	a	loss	of	fluid	would	affect
movement,	and	discuss	what	precautions	can	be	taken	to	save	injured	spiders.	For	that	last	part,	we’ll	get	to	meet	a	brave	little	spider	named	Bob.	But	first…	How	do	spiders	move?	Spider	movement	is	extremely	unusual	amongst	arthropods	because	it	involves	both	the	circulatory	system	and	muscles.	To	extend	legs,	blood	(or	hemolymph,	to	be
technical)	is	pumped	into	the	legs	which	causes	them	to	expand	outwards.	Bringing	the	legs	in	is	caused	by	contractions	of	the	muscles,	which	pushes	blood	back	into	the	body	cavity,	and	the	process	can	start	over	again.	There’s	a	great	animation	by	the	BBC	which	shows	how	this	process	works.	What	happens	when	spiders	hurt	themselves?	When
spiders	lose	legs,	they	typically	lose	them	at	predetermined	‘break	points’…usually	at	a	joint	close	to	the	body.	These	points	have	special	muscles	which	clamp	shut,	to	ensure	the	spider	doesn’t	lose	too	much	blood.	This	process	is	called	‘autotomy’,	and	it’s	completely	normal.	After	all,	you’d	much	rather	lose	a	leg	than	a	life.	To	a	spider,	losing	a	leg
isn’t	a	very	big	deal.	Heck,	some	even	voluntarily	castrate	themselves.	Overall,	there’s	a	slight	lag	in	development	time.	Being	short	a	leg	or	two	(or	six)	is	going	to	slow	you	down	a	bit,	which	makes	prey	harder	to	catch.	So	long	as	you’re	able	to	catch	prey,	you’ll	be	able	to	recoup	the	resources	you’ll	need	to	regrow	that	leg.	Easy-peasy.	Male
tarantula	in	a	death	curl.	Picture	courtesy	of	Chris	M.	Morris,	via	Flikr.	Image	license:	CC	by	2.0	However…what	happens	if	the	leg	is	amputated	before	the	break-point?	Well,	the	spider	ends	up	losing	a	lot	more	blood	before	they’re	able	to	eject	the	leg.	When	a	spider	loses	too	much	blood,	it	has	trouble	moving.	Often,	injuries	can	remove	so	much
blood	that	the	spider	goes	into	a	stereotypical	pose	called	a	‘death	curl’	when	things	get	really	bad.	Since	extension	of	the	leg	is	caused	by	an	increase	in	blood	pressure	to	the	limb,	the	death	curl	is	what	happens	when	the	spider’s	blood	pressure	gets	too	low	for	it	to	extend	the	limbs.	In	other	words,	if	your	spider	looks	like	it’s	going	into	a	death
curl…are	really	bad.	What	can	a	spider	owner	do	if	your	pet	goes	into	a	death	curl?	Here’s	where	we	meet	Bob	the	Disabled	Tarantula.	Bob	the	Disabled	Tarantula	is	a	Facebook	page	dedicated	to	one	particular	spider	who	lost	their	legs	in	an	accident	while	escaping	from	their	enclosure.	It	was	caught	on	some	sticky	paper	used	to	catch	ants,	initially
losing	six	legs	and	dropping	the	seventh	at	a	later	point.	This	is	what	a	spider	having	a	bad	day	looks	like.	Then	again,	it	has	a	cricket…so	things	might	be	looking	up.Pictures	courtesy	of	the	Bob	the	Tarantula	Facebook	page,	used	with	permission.	A	couple	months	later,	Bob	moulted	and	it’s	legs	are	completely	new.	This	is	the	same	spider	as	above,
after	the	next	molt.	The	legs	have	grown	back,	and	all	are	the	same	size.	In	pictures	taken	over	a	year	later,	there’s	no	trace	of	what	happened.	Bob’s	owner	did	everything	right	in	terms	of	medical	care.	The	spider	was	placed	in	a	clean	container,	with	increased	humidity	and	access	to	water.	This	allowed	Bob	to	re-claim	the	water	lost	from	the	injury,
and	reduce	any	further	damage	caused	by	dehydration.	The	injury	obviously	made	it	more	difficult	for	the	spider	to	capture	prey…but	spiders	are	pretty	tough.	Because	Bob	was	able	to	eat,	Bob	was	able	to	recover	and	live	a	normal	spider	life.	If	you	want	to	make	your	own	tarantula	ICU,	this	video	is	a	great	explanation	of	how	this	process	works:	If	a
spider	is	injured,	it’s	possible	it	will	have	trouble	moving	because	of	the	hemolymph	loss.	This	loss	of	hemolymph	causes	some	locomotor	issues	because	of	the	unique	way	that	tarantulas	move.	However,	if	care	is	taken	then	the	spider	can	recover	from	some	pretty	grievous	injuries.	Also,	I’d	like	to	thank	the	Bob	the	Disabled	Tarantula	Facebook	Page
for	giving	us	permission	to	use	some	of	the	pictures	from	their	website.	This	entry	was	posted	in	Education,	Physiology	and	tagged	Beneficial	Insects,	Education,	Insect	Killing,	Pets,	Physiology,	Predator,	Science,	Science	Communicaiton,	Spiders,	Veterinary	Care.	Bookmark	the	permalink.


