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The entire process usually takes around five minutes, considering wait times from the state. Background checks typically take anywhere from instantaneous to several hours, but most commonly, it's instant to half an hour. However, in less than 5% of cases, it might be listed as "research", which can take up to 45 days. Across Pennsylvania, you'll need
to provide an in-person photo and signature. The only part that can be done online is downloading the application and submitting it electronically, but Allegheny County doesn't offer this option since it doesn't save time. You'll still need to appear in-person at some point. The PA State Police haven't implemented digital signatures or photos yet, so the
process remains the same. The LTC application is available on the Sheriff's Office website, and you can email staff at firearms@sheriffalleghenycounty.com to update your address. There's no fee for an updated license, which will be mailed to you. Your current license remains valid until it expires. When it's time to renew, you'll need to come to
Allegheny County if you're a resident or visit your new county of residence if you've moved. Sheriff Kraus accepts applications from non-PA residents who possess similar firearms licenses issued by their state of residence. For non-U.S. citizens, the process is more involved and may take some time due to working with the F.B.I. and your country of
origin. You'll receive notification by mail once the background check is complete. You can renew your license at any time, but you'll lose whatever time is left on the current license. It's especially useful for couples who want to get on the same renewal schedule or citizens who plan to be out of the area for an extended period and won't have time to
renew. In Pennsylvania, you don't need a license to purchase or open-carry firearms; the License to Carry is only for concealed carry. Pennsylvania is an open-carry state, allowing both concealed and open carrying if desired. However, there's a residency requirement clause in reciprocity agreements with other states, so you must be a resident of the
state where you plan to apply. You moved from Ohio with an OH license, but PA doesn't honor out-of-state permits, even with reciprocity. It's suggested to consult a lawyer about expunging past offenses for concealed carry, though it can be costly and not always possible. In PA, you don't need to register guns or provide detailed information like make
and model unless buying from a dealer; this is only for safeguarding both parties in the transaction. When purchasing firearms, no transfer notification is needed when returning home with them from another state. There's also an exception for family transfers (spouses, parents, grandparents) which do not require any paperwork or fees. To check the
status of a firearm if its owner is deceased or there's concern about being flagged as stolen, simply contact Deputy Foster at the Sheriff’s Office Firearms Division with the gun's make, model, and serial number. Allegheny County streamlined their licensing process, allowing most applicants to obtain licenses within five minutes. Most local and state
representatives have a book that meets your needs for gun laws. For more comprehensive information about other states, search online for "gun laws of the 50 states." Please note that laws change frequently, so always check the publish date to ensure you're reading current material. We don't recommend any specific licensed dealer, but the NRA is a
great resource with many programs and classes. Research their website and find a program near you, such as the "Women on Target" classes. In Pennsylvania, your concealed carry permit is valid for five years and must be renewed every 60-90 days before expiration. You can renew in person or by mail, but not online. Required documents include a
completed renewal application, proof of firearms training, and the renewal fee. The fee is typically $30-35. * You've relocated to a new state with different concealed carry laws. * Your original permit has expired, and you don't meet the eligibility criteria for renewal. You should contact the sheriff's office in your current state of residence to inquire
about their concealed carry permit laws and renewal process. If your concealed carry permit has gone past its expiration date, you'll need to follow the same renewal process as before but might face added scrutiny. When your permit expires, it's best not to carry a firearm until your renewal application is processed. You should also note that carrying
a firearm with an expired permit or while waiting for a new one can lead to issues. If your concealed carry renewal application gets denied, you may have the option to appeal through proper channels. In Pennsylvania, there aren't specific additional training requirements for renewing a concealed carry permit. However, staying up-to-date on firearm
safety and laws is always recommended. You can renew your permit early in Pennsylvania if it's within 60 days of expiring. It's against the law to carry an expired concealed carry permit while waiting for a new one to arrive. A concealed carry permit in Pennsylvania remains valid for five years from when it was issued.
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