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PDF	(Portable	Document	Format)	is	a	file	format	designed	to	open	specifically	with	PDF	reader	software.	The	advantage	of	PDF	is	that	it	enables	you	to	share	documents	with	their	exact	formatting.	For	example,	if	you	open	anOpenOfficedocument	in	Word	it	might	notretainexactly	the	same	formatting.	You	can	instead	convert	documents	to	PDF
topreservetheir	exact	formatting	for	whoever	opens	them.	Sothere	area	number	of	both	freeware	and	paid	PDF	readers	you	can	open	documents	with.	Windows	10	doesnt	include	any	specific	PDF	reader	software.	The	default	PDF	reader	is	the	Edge	browser.	Edge	has	fairly	limited	options	forPDFs.	These	are	some	of	the	best	PDF	readers	for	Windows
10	you	can	replace	Edge	with.Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DCAdobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC	is	the	industry	standardPDF	reader.	That	isnt	surprising	given	that	PDF	is	Adobes	file	format.	Open	this	page	on	the	Adobe	website	and	click	Install	now	to	save	its	setup	file	(that	will	also	add	optional	software	unless	you	deselect	their	check	boxes).	Then	open	the
installer	to	add	Acrobat	Reader	DC	to	Windows	10,	and	launch	its	window	as	in	the	snapshot	below.One	of	the	good	things	about	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC	is	its	tab	UI.	This	enables	you	to	open	multiple	PDF	documents	within	separate	tabs	as	shown	directly	below.	Then	you	can	switch	between	the	documents	by	selecting	their	tabs	on	the	tab	bar.
The	navigation	toolbar	on	the	left	enables	you	to	navigate	documents	with	page	thumbnails	or	subheading	bookmarks.Adobe	Acrobat	also	has	goodselectionof	editing	and	annotation	tools.	Click	Tools	>	Edit	PDF	and	then	select	Edit	PDF	on	the	toolbar	to	open	asubmenuwith	extra	options	on	it.	Select	Comment	to	open	the	tools	shown	in	the	snapshot
below.	With	those	options	you	can	add	sticky	notes,	stamps	and	text	boxes	to	the	documents.	In	addition,	the	toolbar	also	includes	highlighter,	strikethrough	and	underline	text	formatting	options.Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC	has	a	freeware	and	Pro	version.	The	downside	is	thatquitea	few	of	its	more	advanced	tools	are	only	available	in	the	Pro	version,
which	has	a	$14.99	Document	Cloud	subscription.	With	that	version	you	can	compare	and	merge	PDF	documents,	insert	rich	media,	compress	thePDFsand	more	besides.GaaihoReaderGaaiho	Reader	is	a	freeware	PDF	Reader	loaded	with	PDF	options.	Head	over	to	the	Gaaiho	PDF	Reader	page	and	click	Download	there	to	save	its	installer.	Once	youve
installed	it,	open	the	softwares	window	in	the	shot	and	below.Gaaihohas	an	elegantUI	comparable	to	the	MS	Office	applications.	Its	a	ribbon	UI	with	toolbars	included	within	five	tabs.	Most	of	the	options	are	on	the	Comment	tab	directly	below.There	you	can	select	formatting	options	such	as	Underline	and	Cross-out.	Like	most	PDF	readers,Gaaihohas
a	highlighter;	but	you	can	also	highlight	more	expansive	areas	with	the	Highlight	Area	tool.	You	can	add	new	text	to	documents	withthe	Typewriter	and	Text	Box	options.	Or	click	Note	to	add	some	notifications	to	the	PDF.The	Comment	tab	has	an	extensive	set	of	drawing	tools.	With	those	you	can	add	circles,	squares,	polygons	and	arrows	to	the
document.	Furthermore,	the	draw	tools	include	a	palette	that	you	can	adjust	the	outline	colors	with.In	addition,Gaaihohas	a	goodselectionof	stamps.	Click	Stamps	on	the	Comment	tab	to	open	the	sidebar	in	the	snapshot	below.	Then	you	can	add	some	standard,	legal	or	more	dynamic	stamps	to	the	PDF.On	the	Home	tab	theres	also	a	Handwritten
Signature	option.	You	can	select	that	to	add	a	signature	to	the	PDF	with	either	the	mouse	or	keyboard.The	PDF	Manager	is	a	more	novel	option	on	the	Home	tab.	That	option	scans	forPDFsin	all	your	folders.	Then	it	displays	thePDFsin	a	thumbnail	list	as	below.	Thiscan	bea	handy	search	tool	if	youre	not	sure	where	you	saved	a	PDF.FoxitReaderFoxit
Reader	is	another	polished	PDF	package	for	Windows	10.	Download	its	installer	from	this	Softpedia	page.Go	through	its	setup	wizard	to	install	the	software,	and	then	open	theFoxitwindow	below.The	program	has	a	robust	tab	UI	comparable	to	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC.	So	you	can	open	multiplePDFsin	tabs.	It	includes	a	Start	tab	from	which	you	can
open	PDF	documents.	At	the	top	of	the	window	Foxit	has	a	ribbon	UI	with	toolbar	tabs.	You	can	customize	the	ribbon	by	right-clicking	a	toolbar	and	selecting	Customize	the	Ribbon.	The	software	also	hastooltipsthatprovidesome	extra	details	for	options	when	you	hover	the	cursor	over	them.FoxitsComment	tab	includes	the	annotation	options.	There
you	can	select	up	to	six	markup	options	forPDFs.	You	can	add	text	to	the	documents	with	the	Typewriter	tool,	and	that	includes	more	extensive	formatting	options	for	the	fonts	such	as	Bold,	Italic,	Underline,Strikethrough,	Superscript	andUnderscript.	Plus	there	are	also	drawing,	measurement	and	stamp	options	on	the	tab.On	the	Home	tab	theres	a
Snapshot	option	that	copies	parts	of	the	PDF	to	the	Clipboard,	which	you	can	then	paste	into	Paint	with	theCtrl+	V	hotkey.	Add	signatures	to	the	documents	with	the	PDF	Sign	option	there.	Plus	you	can	also	add	video,	audio	and	images	toPDFswith	the	Insert	options	on	Home	tab.The	Best	of	the	RestFoxit,	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC	andGaaihoare
three	of	the	best	PDF	readers.	Plus	there	are	some	other	good	PDF	readers	worth	noting.	Among	them	is	Soda	PDF	8	that	has	more	extensive	options	than	most	of	the	others.	With	that	you	can	createPDFsfrom	various	file	formats,	add	textual	stamps,	geometric	shapes	and	stickers	to	documents.	It	also	has	unique	page-flipping	that	enables	you	to
view	the	docs	in	3D.	The	Pro	package	supports	OCR	with	which	you	can	turn	a	scanned	image	or	document	into	editable	PDF.	However,	this	software	is	retailing	at	$49	and	doesnt	have	a	freeware	version.Another	PDF	reader	to	note	isPDF-XchangeViewer,	which	is	a	versatile	package.	This	also	has	a	tab	UI	and	can	handle	any	kind	of	PDF	document.
It	includes	extensive	editing	options	to	annotatePDFswith.	It	also	boasts	more	unique	distance,	area	and	perimeter	tools	than	alternative	PDF	readers.	The	software	is	retailing	at	$79.50	and	has	a	limited	free	version.Those	are	some	of	the	best	PDF	readers	for	Windows	10	and	other	platforms.	Theyre	crammed	with	goodies	for	annotating,	creating,
converting	and	displaying	PDF	documents.	However,	if	you	need	more	extensive	editing	options	to	adjust	document	layout	with,	check	out	the	Infix	PDF	Editor	software	covered	in	this	Tech	Junkie	guide.	The	best	free	PDF	reader	apps	do	more	than	just	act	as	a	PDF	viewer	-	any	modern	browser	can	do	that.	What	I'm	looking	for	is	tools	that	go	beyond
that,	offering	commenting,	collaboration,	and	essential	document	management	features	completely	for	free.For	most	users,	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	will	tick	all	the	boxes.	A	free	offshoot	of	Acrobat	Standard,	the	best	PDF	editor	we've	tested,	Reader	packs	in	all	the	core	tools	needed	to	view	PDF	documents,	and	I	appreciate	the	fact	that	it	works	on
desktop	and	mobile	devices.	For	business	users,	I	especially	like	the	features	on	offer	from	DocHub,	which	are	more	focused	on	professional	use.In	this	round-up,	I've	included	a	lot	of	different	options,	including	some	of	the	best	free	PDF	editors	and	best	PDF	readers	for	Mac,	all	of	which	will	let	you	read	PDF	documents	for	free.	For	those	on	mobile,
I've	separately	featured	the	best	PDF	readers	on	Android.Best	free	PDF	reader	overall(Image	credit:	Adobe)If	you	want	to	read,	comment,	annotate,	fill,	or	sign	documents,	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	is	a	seamless	experience.	But	the	free	version	is	hamstrung	with	core	features	locked	behind	subscription	plans.As	you	expect	from	Adobe,	Readers
interface	is	intuitive,	easy	to	find	what	you	need.	However,	many	of	the	tools	arent	really	available.	PDF	conversion,	document	editing,	this	level	of	file	control	requires	a	subscription.	Theyre	an	enticing	glimpse	of	all	the	power	youll	wield	by	subscribing	to	the	Standard	or	Pro	version.	With	two	permanent	upgrade	ads	on	the	screen,	its	impossible	to
forget	what	youre	missing	out	on.	And	it	harms	an	otherwise	clean	user	experience.Of	the	tools	available	to	you,	theres	the	free	PDF	reader	and	the	ability	to	annotate,	add	comments,	shapes,	drawings.	Filling	and	signing	forms	is	excellently	handled,	with	the	app	capable	of	highlighting	sections	that	need	attention.	During	our	time	here,	this	auto-
detection	function	worked	flawlessly.Its	still	one	of	the	best	free	PDF	readers	out	there	-	Adobe	invented	the	filetype,	after	all.	You	can	read	PDFs	on	any	device,	its	simple	to	use,	with	some	great	default	tools.	But	were	starting	to	wonder	where	Reader	fits	into	the	office	landscape	except	as	an	entry	point	to	the	much	more	useful	Adobe	Acrobat
Pro.Read	our	full	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	(2024)	review.Best	free	PDF	reader	for	businesses(Image	credit:	DocHub)For	a	free	PDF	reader	with	editing,	signing,	and	a	whole	host	of	other	useful	features,	DocHub	is	a	good	pick.	As	a	document	viewer,	its	easy	to	use	and	performs	well.	But	to	really	make	the	most	of	the	extra	tools	here,	a	subscription	is
best..	Its	an	impressive	online	tool.DocHub	is	really	the	complete	document	management	package.	So,	alongside	the	free	PDF	reader,	which	worked	seamlessly	in	our	review,	youll	also	find	an	editor,	eSignature	tool,	and	form-filler.	You	even	get	unlimited	cloud	storage,	Google	integrations,	and	loads	more	tools	that	effectively	streamline	workflows.If
you	only	need	to	view	PDFs	for	free,	this	will	do	the	job	well.	However,	theres	no	denying	that	the	rest	of	the	feature-set	is	hobbled	on	the	free	plan.	To	really	make	use	of	DocHubs	full	capabilities,	youll	want	to	opt	for	the	subscription	plan,	which	is	a	reasonable	$14	a	month	(or	$10	a	month	if	you	pay	yearly).Read	our	full	DocHub	reviewBest	free
PDF	reader	for	cross-platform	support(Image	credit:	Foxit)3.	Foxit	PDF	Reader	A	great	free	PDF	reader,	creator	and	converter	for	almost	every	platformFoxit	PDF	Reader	is	more	than	just	a	free	PDF	reader	you	can	also	create	PDFs	from	scratch	using	this	software.	Integration	with	Microsoft	Office	allows	you	to	easily	turn	documents	youre	working
on	into	PDFs.	Or,	you	can	scan	a	document	or	image	and	turn	it	into	a	PDF	using	Foxit	Reader.	The	only	thing	thats	lacking	in	the	free	version	is	support	for	optical	character	recognition	in	scanned	documents.The	software	can	be	a	little	intimidating	at	first,	but	its	relatively	straightforward	to	navigate.	Thats	thanks	to	the	fact	that	it	uses	the	same
ribbon-style	menu	as	Microsoft	Office.	Tools	for	editing,	signing,	highlighting,	and	commenting	are	fairly	easy	to	access.	You	can	also	merge	or	split	PDFs	by	downloading	free	add-ons	for	the	software.Another	advantage	to	Foxit	PDF	Reader	is	that	it	offers	security.	Theres	a	Safe	Reading	mode	that	allows	you	to	automatically	disable	Javascript
embedded	in	downloaded	PDFs.Note	that	with	the	software's	latest	update,	Foxit	seems	to	have	removed	its	PDF	virtual	printer	driver,	meaning	you	can	no	longer	use	the	software	to	create	PDFs.Read	our	full	Foxit	PDF	Reader	reviewBest	lightweight	free	PDF	reader	(Image	credit:	Investintech)Slim	PDF	is	the	best	free	PDF	reader	if	youre	looking
for	something	incredibly	lightweight.	The	software	download	is	really	small,	so	is	the	perfect	choice	if	youre	limited	by	hard	drive	space.	Plus,	that	means	that	its	able	to	open	and	load	your	documents	faster	than	most	of	its	competitors.In	our	review,	we	called	it	"a	sleek,	minimalist	PDF	reader	that	only	takes	up	a	couple	of	megabytes	on	your	hard
drive."	The	downside	to	this	small	size	is	that	Slim	PDF	is	pretty	basic.	You	can	search	and	rotate	documents,	but	thats	about	it.And	you	have	to	go	in	knowing	that.	Slim	PDF	feather-light	when	it	comes	to	features.	If	you're	looking	for	a	PDF	editor,	you	won't	find	it	here.	Nor	will	you	find	tools	for	signing,	filling,	commenting,	or	highlighting,	let	alone
multiple	reading	modes.	This	application	reads	PDFs	plain	and	simple,	cut	and	dry.While	there	is	a	menu	option	to	convert	a	PDF	to	a	Word	document,	doing	this	requires	another	software	download.	On	the	other	hand,	if	your	needs	are	similarly	simple,	the	free	PDF	reader	might	just	be	the	solution	for	you.As	a	result,	Slim	PDF	is	truly	just	a	PDF
reader.	It	does	a	good	job	at	this,	though,	leaving	out	the	toolbars	that	can	distract	you	from	what	youre	reading.	If	you	frequently	need	to	print	PDFs,	Slim	PDF	is	one	of	the	fastest	and	most	simple	options	available.Read	our	full	Slim	PDF	review(Image	credit:	Nitro)The	Nitro	PDF	Reader	is	another	powerful	free	PDF	reader	in	the	vein	of	Foxit
Reader	and	Adobe	Acrobat	DC.	What	makes	this	tool	different	is	that	it	has	a	touchscreen	mode	thats	perfect	if	youre	working	on	a	tablet.	Touchscreen	mode	is	especially	nice	for	reading	e-books,	since	you	can	flick	the	pages	rather	than	scroll	or	click	on	a	button.While	you	cant	fill	and	sign	PDFs	with	Nitro	Reader	-	this	is,	after	all,	a	pared	back
version	of	Nitro's	Pro	PDF	editor,	with	no	OCR	or	the	ability	to	insert,	remove,	and	reorder	pages)	-	it	remains	an	excellent	tool	that	will	make	everyday	document-wrangling	much	easier.The	software	does	a	nice	job	of	enabling	collaboration.	You	can	annotate	documents	with	underlining	and	strikethroughs	in	addition	to	highlighting.	Comments	are
also	supported,	and	they	appear	like	sticky	notes	that	are	easy	to	spot	as	you	read	through	a	document.	Helpfully,	the	software	also	allows	you	to	convert	between	PDF	and	other	document	formats.The	software	has	a	ribbon-style	menu	that	will	be	familiar	to	Microsoft	Office	users.	The	menu	is	pretty	easy	to	navigate	since	there	arent	all	that	many
options	available	in	Nitro	Reader.	Overall,	we	found	the	app	to	be	a	remarkably	powerful	free	PDF	reader	that's	packed	with	handy	features	you'll	use	time	after	time,	all	presented	in	a	clear,	adaptable	interface.Read	our	full	Nitro	PDF	Reader	reviewBest	free	PDF	reader	with	built-in	OCR(Image	credit:	Tracker	Software)Rather	than	just	being	a	free
PDF	reader,	PDF-XChange	Editor	is	also	a	free	PDF	editing	program	for	Windows.	The	interface	is	a	little	more	complex	than	some	others	but	gives	you	easy	access	to	plenty	of	helpful	features.For	most	users,	the	main	reason	to	use	PDF-XChange	Editor	is	the	fact	that	it	comes	with	inbuilt	Optical	Character	Recognition	(OCR).	This	means	that	if	your
original	PDF	document	is	a	photocopy,	PDF-XChange	will	still	recognize	the	text	and	allow	you	to	edit	it.	Also,	PDF-XChange	Editor	lets	you	reformat	text,	and	even	convert	it	into	fonts	that	arent	already	loaded	on	your	computer.	You	can	use	this	platform	to	merge	or	split	individual	PDF	files.It's	not	the	perfect	free	PDF	reader,	however.	There	is	one
big,	unignorable	disadvantage	to	using	the	app:	it'll	stamp	a	'Created	with	PDF	X-Change	Editor'	watermark	on	any	PDF	file	you	export.	That	disappears	once	you	sign	up	to	the	Pro	version,	but	it's	still	an	issue	that's	going	to	put	some	people	off.During	our	tests,	we	ultimately	felt	that	while	nothing	stood	out	as	incredible,	there	was	also	nothing	that
stood	out	as	frustrating	or	annoying	either.	Under	the	right	circumstances,	it's	a	great	product	that	has	the	ability	to	be	your	one	and	only	PDF	editor	without	any	compromise.Read	our	full	PDF-XChange	Editor	reviewBest	free	PDF	reader	for	viewing	only(Image	credit:	airSlate)pdfFiller	serves	up	a	very	simple	free	PDF	reader	experience.	If	your
needs	are	basic,	its	quick	and	easy	to	upload	your	document	and	read	it	via	your	browser,	or	through	the	Windows,	Mac,	Android,	and	iOS	apps.	Not	only	is	the	PDF	viewing	process	free,	you	wont	even	need	to	sign	up	to	read	files.However,	the	platform	is	actually	a	full	PDF	editor,	with	plenty	of	additional	features	for	document	creation	and	editing
like	fillable	forms,	data	redaction	tools,	online	collaboration,	digital	signatures,	and	PDF	converters.	After	a	thorough	review	process,	we	ultimately	felt	that	the	platform	is	a	very	versatile	PDF	document	management	system	for	both	personal	and	business	use.When	it	comes	to	a	straight	PDF	viewer,	pdfFillers	free	service	feels	hobbled	by	the	inability
to	do	anything	beyond	reading	files.	You	can	tweak	documents,	but	theyll	remain	locked	on	your	dashboard	and	unavailable	as	a	PDF	file.	To	really	get	the	most	from	the	service	-	and,	to	be	fair,	it	offers	a	fair	amount	-	youll	need	to	subscribe	to	one	of	three	monthly/annual	subscription	plans.	Enterprise	licensing	is	available,	too,	for	teams	of	ten	or
more.Read	our	full	pdfFiller	reviewFor	more	essential	software,	we	tested	the	best	Excel	to	PDF	converters	and	the	best	PDF	to	Excel	converters.Best	free	PDF	reader:	FAQsA	PDF	reader	is	a	program	used	to	open,	view,	and	print	PDF	(Portable	Document	Format)	files.	First	introduced	in	the	1990s,	PDF	files	are	an	excellent	way	to	distribute
documents	containing	text,	images,	and	various	other	media	types.Many	modern	browsers	can	read	PDF	files,	but	the	best	free	PDF	readers	still	have	their	place.	These	dedicated	programs	give	users	more	ways	to	interact	with	the	file	and	offer	greater	control	over	how	the	document	appears	on	the	screen.PDF	files	were	designed	to	appear	and
function	the	same	on	any	piece	of	hardware,	so	you'll	find	documents	look	the	same	on	desktop,	tablet,	and	phones.Deciding	between	a	PDF	editor	and	a	PDF	reader	comes	down	to	how	you'll	use	the	software.	PDF	readers	are	primarily	designed	to	view	documents	-	although	many	include	the	best	online	collaboration	tools	like	commenting,
highlighting,	and	annotating	content.	Altering	a	PDF	file	is	often	limited	to	small	edits	and	manipulation.	A	PDF	editor	lets	you	design	and	create	documents	from	scratch	and	make	large	changes.	They	almost	always	include	powerful	tools	for	power-users,	like	built-in	OCR	software	and	digital	signature	tools.	If	you	keep	your	computer	secure	and
download	PDF	software	from	the	official	source,	you	should	be	well-protected.	But,	as	with	many	free	tools,	there	are	always	risks.	We've	outlined	five	common	reasons	why	free	PDF	editors	may	not	be	right	for	your	organization	-	and	the	issues	can	be	similar	with	free	PDF	readers.	We've	also	looked	at	the	main	differences	between	paid-for	vs	free
PDF	editors.	The	best	free	PDF	readers	feature	plenty	of	tools	for	viewing	and	sharing	PDF	files	-	however,	they're	often	slightly	more	limited	compared	to	paid-for	counterparts.	In	many	cases,	they	offer	a	taste	of	how	the	software	works,	with	upgrades	and	subscriptions	that	add	more	tools.	If	you're	only	reading	PDFs	on	your	computer	or	mobile
device,	a	browser	will	likely	meet	your	needs.	If	you're	frequently	in	and	out	of	documents,	making	minor	edits,	and	sharing	files,	a	full	PDF	reader	will	likely	suit	you	best.	How	to	choose	the	best	free	PDF	reader	for	youWhen	deciding	which	PDF	reader	is	best	to	download	and	use,	first	consider	which	parts	of	your	PDF	file	you	need	to	change.	If
youre	just	trying	to	add	information	to	a	form	digitally,	youll	only	need	a	basic	editor	that	supports	text	insertion.However,	if	you	need	to	change	the	content	of	a	PDF	substantially,	youll	require	a	more	powerful	PDF	software	program	that	can	make	modifications	to	text	or	images	already	stored	in	the	file.	In	some	cases,	especially	if	you	want	to
change	almost	all	the	content	of	your	file,	it	may	be	better	to	use	a	fully	functioning	PDF	Editor	or	even	the	best	PDF	to	Word	converter	instead.How	we	tested	the	best	free	PDF	readersOur	team	of	expert	reviewers	have	gone	hands-on	with	a	massive	range	of	PDF	editing	software	and	PDF	viewers,	including	the	best	PDF	readers	for	Windows	and
the	best	PDF	readers	for	Mac.	So,	we	know	what	to	look	out	for	-	and	what	to	avoid	-	when	you	need	the	best	free	PDF	readers.We	test	the	best	free	PDF	readers	against	the	factors	that	users	care	about	-	from	the	interface	and	experience	to	performance	and	platform	availability.We	also	assess	each	tool	against	its	use-case.	Some	want	a	lightweight
reader,	others	need	one	packed	with	plenty	of	other	PDF	utilities	for	professional	use	-	so	we	look	at	how	well	the	free	PDF	readers	deliver	for	their	intended	audience.We	also	ensure	that	free	means	free	-	no	hidden	charges.	Any	subscriptions,	lifetime	licenses,	and	upgrade	fees	must	be	clearly	signposted.	While	reviewing	these	programs	and	apps,
we've	highlighted	any	optional	pricing	structures.Get	in	touchToday's	best	PDF	reader	dealsYou've	reached	the	end	of	the	page.	Jump	back	up	to	the	top	^Round	up	of	today's	best	deals	Getting	a	goodPDF	viewer	is	easier	than	ever.Modern	web	browsers	like	Google	Chrome,	Mozilla	Firefox,	and	Microsoft	Edge	can	all	readPDFs	out	of	the	box,	so	you
may	not	even	need	one.	But	if	you	wanta	separate	PDF	viewer,	perhaps	for	the	advanced	PDFfeatures	some	documents	require,	we	have	some	options.	Google	Chrome,	Mozilla	Firefox,	or	Microsoft	Edge:	Your	Browser	Handles	the	Basics	Modern	web	browsers	come	with	integrated	PDF	readers.You	don't	even	need	to	install	a	separate	PDF	viewer
anymore.	Browser	PDF	readers	work	well,	offering	a	speedy	experience	without	additional	load	times	and	clutter.And,	sinceyour	browserupdates	its	integrated	PDF	reader	automatically,	it's	always	up-to-date	with	the	latest	security	fixes.	Google	Chrome,	Mozilla	Firefox,	and	Microsoft	Edge	all	come	with	integrated	PDF	readers.	When	you	find	a	PDF
on	the	web,	click	it	and	it	will	open	directly	in	your	web	browser.	PDFs	are	treated	just	like	other	web	pages.	When	you're	done,	you	can	just	hit	the	back	button	and	keep	browsing.	Youcan	make	PDF	files	on	your	hard	drive	open	in	your	preferred	web	browser,	too.	For	example,	let's	say	you	want	to	open	PDFfiles	in	Chrome.	Just	locate	a	.PDF	file	on
your	computer,	right-click	it,	and	select	Open	With	>	Choose	Another	App.	Select	Google	Chrome,	Mozilla	Firefox,	or	Microsoft	Edge	in	the	list,	check	the	"Always	use	this	app	to	open	.pdf	files"	option,	and	click	"OK".	The	browser	you	chose	will	become	your	default	PDF	reader	and	will	be	used	when	you	double-click	a	PDF	file.	If	you	don't	see	your
preferred	browser	here,	scroll	down	in	the	list,	select	More	Apps	>	Look	For	Another	App	on	This	PC,	and	point	Windows	at	the	browser's	.exe	file	in	your	Program	Files	folder.	If	you	do	want	a	separate	PDF	reading	program,	we	recommend	Sumatra	PDF.	Sumatra	is	an	open-source	PDF	viewer	that	also	has	support	for	other	types	of	documents,
including	ePub	and	Mobi	eBooks,	XPS	documents,	and	CBZ	and	CBR	comic	books.	Sumatra	PDF	issmall,	lightweight,	and	fast.	It	works	entirely	outside	your	browser,	so	PDFs	will	open	in	a	separate	window.	It's	even	available	as	a	portable	application,	so	you	can	take	it	with	you	and	use	it	on	any	PC,	even	if	you	can't	install	software	on	that	PC.
There's	no	real	advantage	to	using	this	application	over	your	web	browser	unless	you	just	like	having	aseparate	application.	It	should	work	just	as	well	as	your	browser,	with	no	big	additional	features.	But,	if	you'd	rather	see	PDFs	in	a	separate	window,	Sumatra	PDF	is	your	best	bet.	We	recommend	you	stick	with	your	web	browser	or	a	lightweight
PDF	reader	like	Sumatra	PDF	most	of	the	time.	Most	PDF	documents	you'll	come	across	are	not	complicated,	and	they	work	very	well---and	very	quickly---in	these	simplified	PDF	readers.	But,	every	now	and	then,	you	may	come	across	a	PDF	document	that	needs	additional	features.	For	example,	we've	seen	official	government	PDFs	that	include
complex,	scripted	fillable	forms	that	don't	work	in	the	average	PDF	viewer.	PDF	documents	can	also	contain	3D	models	and	other	rich	media	objects,	and	thosejust	won't	work	in	your	browser	or	Sumatra.	If	you	come	across	a	PDF	that	doesn't	work	properly	in	your	typical	PDF	reader,	we	recommend	Adobe's	official	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC
application.	It's	unnecessarily	heavy	compared	to	lightweight	PDF	alternatives,	but	it	will	be	able	to	handle	all	the	obscure	PDF	features	you're	likely	to	encounter.	If	you	find	yourself	needing	to	open	PDFs	that	require	advanced	features	regularly,	you	should	probably	just	stick	with	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC	as	your	main	PDF	viewer,	as	much	as	it
pains	us	to	say.	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	has	historically	had	regular	security	holes,	likely	due	to	all	the	additional	features	it	needs	to	support.	Modern	versions	of	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	DC	are	automatically	kept	up-to-date	with	the	latest	security	patches.	Don't	worry	about	enabling	automatic	updates---automatic	updates	are	enabled	by	default,	and
you	can't	normally	disable	them.	Warning:	The	latest	versions	of	Adobe	Acrobat	reader	automatically	prompt	you	to	install	a	Chrome	extension	that	reports	information	about	your	web	browsing	to	Adobe.	When	you're	prompted	to	install	an	Adobe	Acrobat	extension	in	Chrome,	click	"Remove	from	Chrome".	There's	no	good	reason	to	activate	this
extension.	TechRadar	Verdict	Much	more	than	a	replacement	for	Microsoft's	Reader	app,	Foxit	PDF	reader	has	all	the	tools	you	could	want	for	creating	and	working	with	PDFs.	+PDF	creation	and	editing	features+Built-in	security	tools+Microsoft	Office	pluginsWhy	you	can	trust	TechRadarWe	spend	hours	testing	every	product	or	service	we	review,
so	you	can	be	sure	youre	buying	the	best.	Find	out	more	about	how	we	test.Foxit	Reader	is	a	PDF	reader	and	much	more.	As	well	as	providing	a	way	to	view	PDF	files,	the	program	can	also	be	used	to	create	this	type	of	file,	sign	PDFs,	and	add	annotations.There	are	also	Foxit	Reader	plugins	for	Microsoft	Office	programs	(including	Word,	Excel	and
PowerPoint)	that	make	for	easy	conversion	of	common	file	types,	and	open	up	the	possibility	of	create	PDFs	from	pretty	much	any	file	you	can	open.Ultimately,	Foxit	Reader	is	a	PDF	viewer	with	a	handful	of	tricks	up	its	sleeve	to	entice	you	away	from	the	competition.You	may	like	One	of	our	favourite	Foxit	Reader	features	is	its	security	toolbox.	We
particularly	like	the	handy	JavaScript	security	option,	which	prevents	unauthorized	scripts	transmitting	data.	It's	hugely	useful	when	you've	downloaded	a	PDF	from	the	internet	and	aren't	certain	of	its	provenance.The	ability	to	create	PDF	files	from	scanned	documents	is	also	incredibly	useful,	although	it's	a	shame	that	OCR	support	isn't	available	in
the	free	product.The	browser-style	plugins	are	a	great	way	to	extend	Foxit	Reader's	capabilities	further	still,	but	the	free	edition	has	pretty	much	all	of	the	bases	covered	already.Foxit	Reader	is	possibly	the	most	feature-packed	free	PDF	reader	around	powerful,	feature-packed	and	remarkably	fast.User	experienceIf	you've	never	created	a	PDF	before,
the	prospect	might	be	a	little	daunting,	and	Foxit	Reader's	interface	can	seem	overwhelming.	While	the	look	is	not	too	far	removed	from	that	of	Microsoft	Office	there	is	a	very	familiar	ribbon	toolbar	in	place,	for	instance	it	somehow	manages	to	look	complex	in	a	way	that	will	be	off-putting	to	some.Thankfully,	it's	possible	to	minimize	the	ribbon	to
reduce	screen	clutter,	freeing	up	the	interface	for	the	PDF	you're	viewing;	something	that's	improved	even	further	by	the	distraction-free	full-screen	mode.	You	can	also	minimize	the	entire	program	window	to	a	system	tray	icon,	which	occupies	less	space	than	an	entry	in	the	Windows	Taskbar.Foxit	Reader	is	much	more	than	just	a	viewer	it	also	lets
you	create	your	own	PDFs	When	it	comes	to	simply	viewing	PDFs,	Foxit	Reader	is	easy	to	get	into.	A	second	row	of	tabs	makes	it	simple	to	work	with	multiple	files	at	the	same	time,	and	another	toolbar	vertical	this	time	allows	for	navigation	of	bookmarks,	tables	of	contents	and	so	on.The	latest	version	of	Foxit	Reader	provides	ease	of	use
enhancements,	and	a	plugin	that	generates	a	link	that	enables	you	to	share	a	PDF	via	email	or	social	media.	For	a	full	list	of	changes,	see	the	release	notes.The	competitionNitro	PDF	ReaderPDF-XChange	EditorSlimPDF	ReaderWe	tested	out	the	best	free	PDF	readers	-	and	these	are	our	favorite	tools.
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