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The	foxhole	court	book	3

The	story	is	about	Neil	Josten,	a	new	player	for	the	Palmetto	State	University	Exy	team.	He's	short,	fast,	and	has	a	lot	of	potential,	but	he's	also	the	son	of	a	notorious	crime	lord	known	as	The	Butcher.	Neil	signs	up	with	the	PSU	Foxes,	which	puts	him	under	intense	scrutiny,	making	it	difficult	to	keep	his	secrets	hidden.	However,	one	of	his	teammates
is	a	friend	from	his	past,	and	Neil	can't	resist	reconnecting	with	them.	The	story	delves	into	themes	of	secrecy,	deception,	and	the	consequences	of	keeping	truth	hidden.	Neil	has	survived	by	running	from	his	past,	but	maybe	he's	finally	found	something	worth	fighting	for.	The	book	is	classified	under	genres	such	as	contemporary,	LGBTQ+,	young
adult,	sports,	romance,	and	queer	fiction.	Given	article	text	here	I	am	not	sure	if	anyone	can	survive	the	extreme	effects	of	a	substance	like	that	for	only	four	hours.	It	is	highly	unlikely	that	someone	could	commit	such	an	act	without	getting	caught,	especially	with	all	the	surveillance	and	technology	available	today.	There	are	many	physical	and	mental
limitations	to	human	endurance.	For	example,	driving	long	distances	while	under	the	influence	of	a	serious	medical	condition	is	extremely	dangerous.	Team	sports	often	require	a	high	level	of	cooperation	and	discipline,	which	can	be	difficult	to	maintain	when	team	members	have	conflicts	or	issues	within	themselves.	Additionally,	recovering	from	a
concussion	requires	significant	rest	and	rehabilitation,	making	it	impossible	to	perform	physical	activities	like	climbing	out	of	a	window	and	walking	12	miles	the	next	day.	It	is	also	not	possible	for	organized	groups	like	the	Yakuza	to	establish	a	strong	presence	in	areas	with	high	law	enforcement	presence,	such	as	major	cities	like	New	York	or	San
Francisco.	Engaging	in	contact	sports	while	carrying	knives	can	be	extremely	hazardous	and	is	not	a	common	practice.	Lastly,	creating	entirely	new	sports	and	recreational	substances	is	often	a	complex	task	that	requires	extensive	knowledge	and	research.	The	Foxhole	Court	team	of	misfits,	led	by	Seth,	was	known	for	their	rough	dynamics	and	lack
of	teamwork.	Coach	had	high	hopes	for	Neil,	who	clocked	a	four-minute	mile	back	in	Arizona,	but	the	team's	skepticism	ran	deep.	Neil	struggled	to	fit	in,	with	Andrew's	dismissive	comments	about	his	inability	to	score	adding	to	his	woes.	As	he	navigated	the	complex	web	of	relationships	within	the	team,	Neil	learned	that	even	the	most	fractured	group
can	find	common	ground	and	work	together	when	faced	with	external	threats.	The	Foxhole	Court	team's	struggles	on	the	field	were	a	microcosm	for	the	real-world	challenges	they	faced,	from	mental	health	and	crime	to	family	and	justice.	Despite	their	differences,	the	team's	LGBTQIA	representation	was	a	beacon	of	hope,	showcasing	the	power	of
teamwork	and	acceptance	in	the	face	of	adversity.	As	Neil	found	his	footing	within	the	team,	he	began	to	understand	the	true	extent	of	their	capabilities	and	the	reasons	behind	their	successes.	The	Foxhole	Court	series	had	a	devoted	fanbase,	with	many	readers	praising	the	storyline's	growth	and	development	throughout	the	subsequent	books.	While
Neil's	journey	was	marred	by	some	pacing	issues	and	cliches,	it	ultimately	left	him	eager	to	continue	reading	about	the	team's	triumphs	and	tribulations	in	"The	Foxhole	Court"	and	its	sequel.	That	was	a	wild	exchange!	"When	do	you	think,	wiseass?"	Seth	asked.	"We	talked	all	kinds	of	crap	about	you	after	you	bailed."	The	banter	in	this	book	is	top-
notch.	If	I	had	to	rate	it	solely	on	humor	and	quirky	interactions	between	characters,	it'd	be	a	solid	5-star	read.	I	loved	that	the	author	brought	together	three	girls	with	opposing	personalities	to	balance	out	the	testosterone-fueled	atmosphere.	Each	guy	on	the	team	has	a	brutally	honest	persona,	making	the	whole	mix	a	perfect	Exy	team.	"We'll	tell
everyone	you're	there	for	conditional	early	practice.	Chances	are	half	of	them	will	buy	it.	You	won't	be	able	to	fool	the	rest,	but	that	doesn't	matter.	Foxes	know	we	wouldn't	sign	you	if	you	didn't	qualify."	The	dynamic	between	the	coach	and	kids	is	something	I	loved.	Wymack,	in	particular,	stole	the	show	as	a	coach!	He	started	off	sketchy,	but	grew	on
me	as	I	read	more.	While	the	dialogue	sometimes	felt	unrealistic,	it	was	minor	compared	to	the	rest	of	the	book.	"All	right,"	he	said,	then	forgot	what	he	was	saying	when	he	spotted	the	bus's	back.	The	coach's	frustration	was	palpable:	"Damn	it	all	to	hell.	Hemmick!	You	were	supposed	to	wake	them	up	ten	miles	ago."	Meanwhile,	Nicky	worried	about
dying.	Neil	and	Andrew	had	an	odd	chemistry	that	took	some	time	to	develop.	At	first,	I	doubted	they'd	work	together	well,	but	the	writer	pulled	it	off	beautifully.	Andrew's	still	a	mystery,	and	I'm	excited	to	see	how	his	character	unfolds	throughout	the	trilogy.	The	way	Neil	fits	into	the	Foxes'	world	is	also	intriguing,	as	he	seems	like	someone	who
needs	love	and	support	after	everything	he's	been	through.	But	then	the	last	quarter	of	the	book	hit	me	like	a	ton	of	bricks	–	it	was	unconventionally	perfect!	I	loved	how	broken	and	unfinished	it	felt,	just	like	a	great	Young	Adult	book	should	be	when	dealing	with	heavy	themes.	I	must	admit	that	this	novel	didn't	quite	resonate	with	me,	but	I
understand	why	many	people	have	fallen	for	its	quirky	charm.	The	author's	ability	to	craft	a	compelling	narrative	around	misfit	characters	and	their	journey	towards	unity	is	certainly	noteworthy.	As	the	reviewer	aptly	puts	it,	"You	play	like	you	have	everything	to	lose."	However,	my	experience	was	marred	by	some	significant	issues	with	the	writing
style.	Personally,	I'm	quite	particular	about	the	flow	of	paragraphs	and	transitions	between	them,	which	made	this	book	a	challenging	read	for	me.	The	author's	attempt	at	being	deliberately	difficult	is	palpable,	almost	as	if	they're	screaming	"I'm	trying	really	hard	to	be	difficult	to	follow!"	While	I	can	appreciate	the	effort	to	create	a	sense	of	urgency,
it	came	across	as	forced	and	awkward	in	execution.	One	redeeming	quality	of	this	book	is	its	thoughtful	representation	of	LGBTQ+	characters,	which	is	always	a	welcome	addition.	However,	my	enthusiasm	for	this	aspect	was	somewhat	dampened	by	the	author's	portrayal	of	certain	characters,	particularly	Nicky,	who	seemed	to	grate	on	my	nerves.	In
conclusion,	while	I	can	see	why	many	readers	adore	this	novel,	it	just	didn't	work	for	me.	If	you're	considering	reading	it,	I'd	recommend	approaching	with	an	open	mind	and	being	prepared	for	a	potentially	frustrating	experience.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you've	already	fallen	in	love	with	these	characters,	then	by	all	means,	enjoy	the	ride!	I	didn't	enjoy
the	book	because	it	had	too	much	description	on	some	parts,	like	character	appearances	and	mannerisms.	I	felt	lost	trying	to	visualize	most	of	them,	especially	Andrew's	behavior	when	woken	up.	The	author	also	created	a	sport	called	EXY	without	proper	research	or	understanding	of	how	real	sports	work.	As	someone	who	likes	sports,	this	annoyed
me	because	it	seemed	unrealistic	and	lazy	on	the	part	of	the	author.	For	example,	they	portrayed	a	team	living	in	a	halfway	house	before	a	game,	which	is	not	something	that	would	happen	in	reality.	The	author	also	glossed	over	important	issues	like	doping	and	player	conduct.	Some	scenes,	like	Wymack's	punishment	for	fighting,	were	unlikable	and
unrealistic.	Furthermore,	the	author	seemed	to	have	done	little	research	on	mental	health	topics,	which	was	frustrating.	This	series	perpetuates	negative	stereotypes	about	mental	health	and	stigmatizes	people	affected	by	it,	with	characters	behaving	in	ways	that	are	unrealistic	and	triggering.	The	author's	use	of	words	like	"suicide"	and	"psychotic"	is
casual	and	insensitive,	making	the	reader	uncomfortable.	The	reviewer	has	a	lot	to	say	about	this	issue,	but	recommends	checking	out	their	notes	for	a	detailed	critique.	They	also	express	concern	about	the	concept	of	court-induced	mania,	which	they	find	disturbing.	The	reviewer	criticizes	the	book's	portrayal	of	unhealthy	relationships,	stating	that
even	same-sex	relationships	shouldn't	be	romanticized	if	they	involve	power	imbalances	or	coercion.	The	character	development	is	also	panned	as	bland	and	unengaging,	with	the	author	seemingly	following	a	"recipe"	for	annoying	and	boring	characters.	In	contrast,	another	reader	gushes	about	how	much	they	loved	the	book	and	series,	finishing	all
three	in	just	three	days.	They	describe	the	series	as	having	elements	of	sports,	relationships,	and	intrigue,	but	warn	that	plot	descriptions	might	spoil	the	experience.	This	reviewer	highlights	the	complicated	characterization	as	one	of	the	most	appealing	aspects	of	the	book.	You	know	that	characterization	is	crucial	in	making	or	breaking	a	book,	and
this	one	truly	stands	out	from	the	rest.	The	characters	are	well-developed	and	nuanced,	which	surprised	me	given	the	large	number	of	them.	I	also	appreciated	how	characters	with	trauma	exhibited	genuine	symptoms,	rather	than	suddenly	becoming	better	after	being	treated	kindly.	While	some	readers	might	not	enjoy	the	writing	style,	which	is
straightforward	and	sometimes	described	as	"telling	instead	of	showing,"	it	worked	well	for	me	and	didn't	distract	from	the	story.	However,	my	enthusiasm	for	this	book	was	tempered	by	certain	issues,	such	as	the	use	of	derogatory	language	and	inaccurate	mental	health	representation.	Despite	these	flaws,	I	fell	deeply	in	love	with	the	series	and	its
characters.	In	fact,	the	found	family	trope	is	one	of	my	favorite	aspects	of	this	book,	and	it's	a	major	reason	why	I'm	so	invested	in	the	story.	Overall,	while	this	series	won't	be	for	everyone	due	to	its	complex	themes	and	potentially	problematic	elements,	it's	definitely	not	one	that	I'll	outgrow	anytime	soon.	These	characters	are	so	complex	that	entire
novels	could	be	written	about	each	of	them,	yet	they're	far	from	perfect.	That	doesn't	change	my	opinion	though	-	I	love	them	just	the	same.	As	for	whether	they	like	or	dislike	each	other,	it's	anyone's	guess,	but	when	one	needs	help,	the	others	step	up.	Initially,	I	was	a	bit	confused	and	needed	to	slow	down	while	checking	their	fanarts	online	to	keep
track	of	who's	who.	Thankfully,	the	book	is	told	from	Neil	Josten's	perspective,	which	is	probably	my	favorite	character	out	of	all	time.	He's	been	through	a	lot	in	his	life	but	keeps	pushing	forward	with	each	new	day	like	it	might	be	his	last.	While	I'm	aware	that	it'll	be	a	long	and	possibly	painful	journey	before	he	finds	happiness	-	especially	given
where	the	first	book	has	left	us	-	I	just	can't	wait	to	see	him	happy.	From	what	I've	seen	in	spoilers,	I	already	know	who	Neil	will	end	up	with,	but	I'm	glad	I	learned	because	even	though	there	aren't	many	romantic	moments	in	this	book,	every	little	detail	about	Neil	and	Andrew	caught	my	attention.	This	is	only	the	first	book,	but	it's	clear	that	these
two	are	going	to	break	me	apart.	There's	just	something	about	a	former	mafia	kid	on	the	run	paired	with	a	five-foot	psycho	that	I	find	incredibly	captivating.	The	way	Andrew	was	immediately	drawn	to	Neil	since	their	first	encounter?	It's	just	so	intriguing	-	even	when	Andrew	did	something	questionable	which	Neil	later	understood.	The	little
moments,	like	the	clothes	and	the	subtle	aggression	in	how	they	touch	each	other,	are	what	got	me	hooked.	Every	time	Andrew	pulled	Neil	close	or	into	his	neck,	I	literally	screamed	out	of	excitement.	Even	scenes	with	Riko	and	Coach	Wymack	have	their	own	charm	-	they're	just	so	hot	and	unexpected.	Beyond	that,	there's	a	cast	of	supporting
characters	who	will	definitely	become	my	favorites	like	Dan,	Kevin,	Mat,	Aaron,	and	Allison,	each	with	their	unique	personalities	and	traits.	but	Allison	still	looked	like	a	catwalk	star."	how	could	I	not	like	her,	Nicky	—	not	my	type	of	character,	I	honestly	don't	like	him,	the	club	scene	only	confirmed	it,	although	I	know	he	apologized	to	Renee	—	I	LOVE
HERAs	for	Exy,	I'll	be	honest	here	and	say	that	I'm	not	the	biggest	fan	of	reading	game	descriptions	in	books	—	I	find	it	a	bit	boring	and	I	usually	skip	to	the	end	to	see	who	won,	but	when	reading	about	these	guys	playing	Exy?	I	could	never.	I	was	literally	stressed	out	reading	the	chapter	where	the	Foxes	were	playing.	I'm	still	not	sure	how	it	works
exactly,	it's	very	similar	to	lacrosse,	but	it	keeps	me	entertained	so	I	don't	care.	I	don't	know	what	I	was	doing	all	my	life	without	this	series	and	these	characters,	but	I'm	extremely	happy	I	finally	decided	to	read	it.	I	know	the	next	books	will	hurt,	but	I'm	ready	for	whatever	comes	next.	Here	are	some	reasons	why	you	should	read	the	"All	for	the
Game"	trilogy	by	Nora	Sakavic:	Firstly,	the	first	book	is	free,	and	the	other	two	cost	under	a	pound	each.	With	nothing	to	lose,	it's	a	great	opportunity	to	give	it	a	try.	Secondly,	the	characters	in	this	series	are	fantastic.	I	particularly	love	Kevin	and	Neil	-	they're	my	favorite	Fox	characters.	Thirdly,	the	story	explores	themes	of	finding	one's	home,
family,	and	love.	Seeing	Neil	come	to	terms	with	his	circumstances	was	beautiful.	Additionally,	the	books	are	character-driven,	and	while	the	characters	may	be	morally	grey,	their	questionable	actions	don't	overpower	the	reader's	emotional	investment	in	them.	The	trilogy	also	tackles	some	heavy	topics,	including	drug	use,	loss	of	a	loved	one,	suicide,
and	more.	However,	these	themes	are	handled	with	sensitivity	and	authenticity.	Lastly,	I	must	admit	that	Jamieson's	fan-cast	added	ten	years	to	my	life!	It's	a	fantastic	adaptation.	Overall,	I	highly	recommend	the	"All	for	the	Game"	trilogy	by	Nora	Sakavic.	This	series	is	incredibly	deep	and	thought-provoking,	especially	for	fans	of	character-driven
stories	like	The	Raven	Cycle.	"How's	your	team	dynamic?"	someone	asks	Andrew	Joseph	Minyard,	who	seems	to	embody	both	Ronan	Lynch	and	Joseph	Kavinsky's	personalities	in	one	person.	The	sports	aspect	was	a	surprise	hit	for	me,	as	I'm	not	exactly	a	sports	enthusiast.	However,	the	unique	blend	of	history,	background,	and	intrigue	really	got	my
attention.	If	you	enjoy	stories	like	Winger	by	Andrew	Smith,	you	might	find	this	series	captivating.	One	thing	to	note	is	that	the	series	tackles	some	heavy	issues,	including	LGBT	themes	and	complex	character	relationships.	It's	essential	to	be	aware	of	these	topics	before	diving	in,	but	they're	also	what	make	this	story	so	rich	and	thought-provoking.
The	writing	is	superb,	with	well-handled	representations	of	diverse	characters.	The	plot	may	seem	uninteresting	at	first,	but	trust	me	when	I	say	it's	engaging	and	emotionally	resonant.	What	I	love	most	about	this	series	is	its	character	development	and	intricate	world-building.	Andrew	Joseph	Minyard	is	an	exceptional	protagonist,	and	the	supporting
cast	is	just	as	compelling.	The	books	get	progressively	better	with	each	installment,	with	The	Raven	King	being	a	standout	in	particular.	Overall,	this	series	deserves	more	recognition	for	its	unique	blend	of	sports,	drama,	and	social	commentary.	If	you're	looking	for	something	to	challenge	your	perspectives	and	keep	you	on	the	edge	of	your	seat,	I
highly	recommend	giving	it	a	try.	Given	text	here	"Play	this	game.	All	eyes	are	on	you.	It's	time	to	show	them	what	you're	made	of.	There's	no	room	for	doubt,	no	room	for	second	guesses,	no	room	for	error.	This	is	your	night.	This	is	your	game.	This	is	your	moment.	Seize	it	with	everything	you've	got.	Pull	out	all	the	stops	and	lay	it	all	on	the	line.	Fight
because	you	don't	know	how	to	die	quietly.	Win	because	you	don't	know	how	to	lose.	This	king's	ruled	long	enough—it's	time	to	tear	his	castle	down."	READ	IT.	YOU'RE	WELCOME.	---	This	book	is	a	character-driven	novel	that	immerses	readers	in	a	world	of	sports,	drama,	and	personal	struggle.	The	story	follows	Andrew	and	Neil	as	they	navigate	the
complexities	of	relationships,	family	dynamics,	and	their	own	personal	demons.	Andrew's	casual	attitude	towards	life	is	contrasted	with	Neil's	more	intense	emotional	struggles.	As	they	face	various	challenges,	from	bullying	to	physical	abuse,	the	characters	are	forced	to	confront	their	inner	demons	and	find	a	way	to	overcome	their	fears.	The	author's
writing	style	is	engaging	and	relatable,	making	it	easy	for	readers	to	become	invested	in	the	characters'	lives.	The	novel's	themes	of	resilience,	friendship,	and	personal	growth	are	woven	throughout	the	narrative,	creating	a	compelling	and	emotional	reading	experience.	Despite	its	character-driven	approach,	the	book	is	not	without	controversy,
tackling	sensitive	topics	like	drug	abuse,	child	abuse,	and	sexual	assault.	However,	for	readers	who	can	handle	these	themes,	the	payoff	is	well	worth	it.	Overall,	this	novel	is	a	must-read	for	fans	of	character-driven	fiction	and	those	who	enjoy	stories	that	explore	complex	relationships	and	personal	struggles.	I	have	come	to	know	Neil	Josten	as
someone	who	knows	how	to	walk	away	from	adversity.	I	firmly	believe	he's	an	innocent	soul,	and	anyone	who	seeks	to	harm	him	will	need	to	go	through	me	first!	As	much	as	his	past	has	been	marred	by	hardships,	his	sweetness	and	vulnerability	are	undeniable.	I'm	committed	to	protecting	him	at	all	costs,	and	I'd	defend	him	with	my	life	if	necessary.
Neil's	journey	in	the	story	was	nothing	short	of	remarkable.	He	began	as	a	broken	individual	without	hope,	but	the	Foxes'	arrival	marked	a	turning	point	in	his	life.	His	transformation	was	nothing	short	of	breathtaking,	as	he	slowly	shed	his	fear	and	guarded	nature	to	reveal	a	more	vibrant	and	confident	person.	I'm	thoroughly	captivated	by	Neil's
character	development	and	the	complexity	that	lies	beneath	his	surface.	He	has	a	playful	and	sassy	side	that	I	found	endearing.	What	initially	impressed	me	about	him	was	his	ability	to	adapt	and	thrive	in	new	situations.	Andrew	Minyard,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	more	nuanced	character	whose	problematic	nature	is	undeniable.	However,	despite	his
controlling	behavior,	I	find	myself	drawn	to	his	depth	and	complexity.	He's	fiercely	loyal	to	those	he	cares	about	and	would	go	to	great	lengths	to	protect	them,	even	if	it	means	making	difficult	choices.	For	some	readers,	Andrew	may	come	across	as	unlikable	or	even	despicable,	but	I	see	a	person	behind	the	layers	of	craziness.	His	love	for	his	family	is
genuine,	and	his	willingness	to	take	risks	to	ensure	their	safety	is	admirable.	Neil	chuckled	at	the	memory	of	Coach	Wymack's	words,	feeling	a	sense	of	determination	wash	over	him.	"Yeah,	but	it's	fun	nonetheless,"	he	said	with	a	grin,	nodding	towards	Andrew.	"Even	the	smallest	person	can	pack	a	punch."	He	playfully	nudged	Andrew's	shoulder,	who
smirked	in	return.	Coach	Wymack's	voice	cut	through	their	banter,	his	expression	softening	as	he	spoke	to	Neil.	"Did	you	think	I	made	the	team	the	way	it	is	because	I	thought	it	would	be	a	good	publicity	stunt?	It's	about	second	chances,	Neil.	Second,	third,	fourth	–	whatever,	as	long	as	you	get	at	least	one	more	than	what	anyone	else	wanted	to	give
you."	Neil	felt	a	pang	of	respect	for	his	coach,	knowing	that	he	had	given	him	a	chance	when	no	one	else	thought	he	was	worth	it.	Kevin	spoke	up	next,	his	words	laced	with	a	hint	of	sadness.	"Tetsuji	took	me	in	and	trained	me,	but	he	also	gave	me	to	Riko	–	literally.	I'm	not	human	to	them;	I'm	a	project,	a	pet.	If	Tetsuji	called	tomorrow	and	told	me	to
come	home,	I'd	go."	Neil's	eyes	narrowed	at	Kevin's	words,	sensing	the	underlying	fear	that	drove	him.	Riko	smirked	as	he	joined	their	conversation,	his	expression	a	perfect	mask	of	civility.	"We	were	just	talking	about	you,"	he	said,	his	tone	dripping	with	condescension.	Andrew's	response	was	swift	and	sharp,	his	smile	small	but	fierce	as	he	leaned
into	Neil's	space.	"Don't	touch	my	things,	Riko.	I	don't	share."	Neil	felt	a	spark	of	amusement	at	the	exchange	between	the	two,	knowing	that	this	was	far	from	over.	Thankfully,	someone	already	spilled	the	tea	about	Riko,	saving	me	from	having	to	do	it	myself.	I	feel	bad	for	Kevin,	though	-	being	in	Riko's	shadow	must	have	been	tough,	especially	after
he	broke	his	hand.	I'm	kinda	hoping	Riko	gets	put	in	his	place	soon.	The	dynamic	between	Neil	and	Andrew	is	electric	-	their	chemistry	is	undeniable!	They've	got	this	effortless	banter	that's	just	too	cute.	It's	like	they're	trying	to	convey	something	more	beneath	the	surface.	Their	interactions	are	subtle,	yet	full	of	nuance.	I'm	shipping	them	hard,	and	I
think	it'll	be	a	beautiful	ride.	The	way	Andrew	always	seems	drawn	to	Neil	is	adorable.	I	want	those	two	to	take	the	leap	and	see	where	their	feelings	go.	It'd	be	amazing	if	they	could	open	up	to	each	other	-	that's	what	Neil	needs,	and	what	I	need	from	them	too!	*sigh*	I'm	all	in	for	Neil	and	Andrew	now.	Neil	tensed	as	Andrew	wrapped	his	fingers
around	the	back	of	his	neck,	but	it	was	just	a	gentle	move.	They	had	this	quiet	moment	where	they	connected	on	a	deeper	level.	"What	would	it	take	to	make	you	stay?"	Andrew	asked,	taking	Neil	by	surprise.	He	laughed	at	Neil's	reaction	and	leaned	in.	"Name	it	and	it'll	be	yours,"	he	said	softly.	"It	doesn't	matter	what	it	is,	just	as	long	as	you're	here
with	us."	Neil	couldn't	say	it	out	loud,	but	the	word	was	already	there	-	"nothing".	Andrew	reached	up	and	gently	freed	Neil's	fingers	from	his	mouth,	then	pushed	his	hand	aside	and	stared	him	down.	The	look	on	Andrew's	face	was...	something.	this	was	dark	and	intense	enough	to	swallow	neil	whole	a	group	of	people	pushed	past	him	at	the	bar
counter	andrew	just	stood	there	unmoving	something	solid	to	lean	against	his	weight	was	a	welcome	relief	for	neil	it	was	like	having	someone	hold	him	up	terrifying	yet	liberating	all	at	once	kevin	said	dont	let	him	take	me	away	andrew	cocked	his	head	to	one	side	youre	the	one	who	would	say	yes	maybe	you	forgot	kevin	said	he	wanted	to	stay	with
andrew	but	andrew	seemed	uncertain	about	letting	him	stay	those	two	had	a	complicated	dynamic	neil	meanwhile	was	in	for	a	rude	awakening	when	riko	told	him	to	tone	down	the	animosity	riko's	smile	was	all	ice	a	bit	of	an	attitude	problem	neil	said	and	riko	raised	an	eyebrow	a	bit	indeed	this	book	drew	me	in	from	the	very	first	sentence	it	was	like
being	hooked	on	a	wild	ride	despite	some	problematic	elements	i	found	myself	loving	it	following	my	gut	instinct	rather	than	analyzing	it	with	my	mind	it's	not	the	world	that's	cruel	it's	the	people	in	it	this	book	will	keep	me	coming	back	for	more.	I'm	still	reeling	from	this	story,	which	had	me	completely	absorbed	like	no	other	book	has	in	a	long	time.	I
devoured	it	till	late	at	night,	unable	to	put	it	down.	This	is	what	makes	for	an	amazing	read.	The	complex	characters	and	the	fact	that	it's	a	sports-themed	book,	which	I'd	never	read	before,	initially	threw	me	off	balance.	But	especially	the	characters	-	they're	multi-layered,	with	hidden	agendas	and	complicated	backstories.	Andrew,	in	particular,	gets
under	my	skin	as	he's	constantly	bullying	others	without	any	regard	for	their	feelings.	His	behavior	is	unacceptable.	On	the	other	hand,	Nicky,	another	bully,	tries	to	hide	his	true	nature	behind	a	mask	of	kindness.	However,	it's	the	kind-hearted	characters	like	Matt,	Dan,	Renee,	and	Coach	who	truly	shine	with	their	depth	and	relatability.	Their
relationships	and	stories	kept	me	hooked,	making	me	eager	to	continue	reading	this	series	to	see	where	everything	unfolds.	The	plot	was	engaging	enough	for	a	character-driven	book,	but	I'm	hoping	for	more	suspense	in	the	next	installment.	Plus,	I	was	looking	forward	to	some	romance	-	unfortunately,	it	was	scarce,	especially	considering	it's	labeled
as	an	m/m	romance.	That	being	said,	the	lack	of	romance	isn't	the	author's	fault;	it's	more	due	to	the	genre	classifications.	Despite	my	initial	criticisms,	I'm	glad	the	sequels	delivered	on	the	romance	front,	and	this	series	is	truly	amazing.	they	in	a	split	second	if	he	had	to	dodge.	Either	way,	he	wouldn’t	feel	the	full	force	of	their	attack	until	book	3.	He
wondered	if	he	was	supposed	to	feel	anything	besides	shock,	but	mentally	checked	out	clean.	He'd	grown	up	around	death;	it	was	nothing	to	him	now,	just	a	reminder	to	keep	moving.	The	way	Neil	and	Andrew	learned	to	trust	each	other	is	beautiful,	even	if	they	both	wanted	something	from	the	other	initially.	Andrew	was	solid,	unmoving,	yet	violent
and	fierce.	Neil	couldn't	remember	having	someone	hold	him	up,	which	terrified	and	liberated	him	at	once.	His	life	was	out	of	control	now;	he	gave	it	to	Andrew,	hoping	Andrew	would	keep	it	safe.	It's	unsettling	that	his	first	gift	should	be	from	Andrew.	I	loved	the	others	when	I	first	read	the	book,	but	now	I	truly	appreciate	them.	Matt	and	Dan	are
perfect	parents	for	Neil,	doing	their	best	to	protect	him.	"I'm	fine,"	Neil	said.	[...]"You	say	that	a	lot,"	Matt	replied.	"I	think	you	don't	know	what	it	means."	Andrew	and	Kevin	were	fun.	Waymack	sent	a	message:	"It's	about	second	chances,	Neil."	The	last	page	and	sentence	brought	tears	every	time.	Neil	looked	at	the	key	in	his	hand,	whispering	"home"
needed	to	hear	it	aloud.	It	was	a	foreign	concept,	frightening	and	wonderful	at	once,	making	his	heart	race.	20	September	2019	Two	words:	Neil.	Josten.	♡September	15,	2020DNF	at	48%.	This	book	wasn't	doing	anything	for	me;	I	quit.	It's	free.	April	16,	2024One	day	I'll	stop	rereading	this	book	every	year.	One	day	I'll	stop	obsessing	over	the	fictional
sport	and	the	kids	who	could	probably	kill	me	in	a	second.	Today	isn't	that	day.“It's	about	second	chances,	Neil.	Second,	third,	fourth,	whatever,	as	long	as	you	get	at	least	one	more	than	what	anyone	else	wanted	to	give	you.”astarion's	bhaal	babe	(wingspan	matters)January	24,	2022Thinking	about	it	twice,	I	admit	that	this	book	didn't	click	with	me.
The	writing	wasn’t	great,	and	the	characters	weren’t	amazing.	They	weren't	awful,	but	let’s	say	I'm	not	a	fan.	My	friends	seem	to	love	it.	This	novel's	success	on	Tumblr	is	puzzling,	given	its	lackluster	writing	and	dull	characters.	I	must	admit	to	having	read	the	entire	book	out	of	morbid	curiosity.	Neil	Josten	joins	the	Palmetto	State	University	Exy
team	as	a	fugitive	from	his	crime	lord	father.	The	sport	seems	unorthodox,	blending	elements	of	cricket	and	tennis	with	rackets	and	a	goalkeeper.	However,	its	unclear	rules	left	me	confused.	The	Foxes'	struggles	on	the	field	raise	suspicions	about	their	coach's	practices,	including	alleged	drug	use	and	questionable	behavior.	The	author	describes	an
experience	reading	a	novel	that	they	likened	to	fanfiction,	with	a	similar	emotional	investment	and	sense	of	wonder.	The	main	characters	are	portrayed	as	complex	misfits,	and	the	plot	is	deemed	engaging	despite	being	somewhat	lacking	in	structure.	Notable	aspects	of	the	book	include	a	unique	sport	called	Exy,	which	combines	elements	of	soccer,
rugby,	and	hockey,	and	the	author's	enthusiasm	for	its	brutality.	However,	the	writing	is	criticized	for	its	lack	of	polish	and	consistency,	with	repeated	names,	confusing	event	transitions,	and	cheesy	dialogue.	Despite	this,	the	author	expresses	excitement	to	continue	the	series,	eager	to	uncover	more	about	the	overarching	mystery	surrounding	the
protagonist,	Neil	Josten.	The	book's	ability	to	transport	readers	into	a	"mind-bending	time	warp"	is	also	highlighted,	leaving	the	author	with	an	irresistible	urge	to	re-read.	than	just	complex	characterization,	this	book	offered	much	more.	The	pace	and	writing	style	were	surprisingly	easy	to	follow,	with	no	complaints	about	the	long	chapters.	I	was
completely	hooked!	The	setting	gave	me	a	mix	of	vibes	from	The	Great	Gatsby	and	Stranger	Things,	minus	the	supernatural	elements,	and	even	some	Haikyuu	action	due	to	the	sport.	Some	parts	were	unrealistic,	like	when	something	problematic	happened	and	everyone	just	shrugged	it	off,	leaving	me	thinking	"what?"	"really?"	"how?"	but	ultimately,
it	all	led	to	a	"wow"	moment.	The	backgrounds	of	the	diverse	characters,	created	by	Nora	Sakavic,	are	deeply	complex,	making	them	even	more	lovable.	They're	troubled	people	living	in	a	troubling	world.	Neil	is	a	soft-badass	runaway	who's	just	a	big	ol'	softie	on	the	inside,	while	Andrew	is	a	psychotic	but	lovable	cinnamon	roll	with	a	bitter	side.	Kevin
is	Exy's	wife,	and	I'm	rooting	for	Exy	and	Kevin	as	a	couple.	Aaron	and	Renee	are	still	mysterious	to	me,	but	I	want	to	learn	more	about	them.	Nicky	is	a	hot	and	openly	gay	man,	and	Matt	is	the	sweetest	cinnamon	bun	who	deserves	the	world.	Dan	is	the	queen	of	her	team!	Allison	and	Seth	have	a	weirdly	cute	relationship.	And	then	there's	Coach
Wymack,	the	best	coach	ever!	The	frequently	used	phrase	in	my	head	was	"Whoa	whoa,	chile!	No	need	to	be	aggressive."	But	these	resilient	guys	just	can't	hear	me.	The	ending	left	me	thinking	"OH	MY	GOODNESS!"	and	I	want	to	read	more	of	this	series	ASAP.	Exy	has	become	my	favorite	sport	-	I	don't	even	play	sports	anymore,	but	I'd	die	to	play	it
now!	I	think	I'm	going	to	develop	an	unhealthy	addiction	to	this	book!	Thanks	to	Lucyyy	for	hyping	me	up	to	read	this	series.	You	guys	must	read	this!!	(4.20	stars)	I'm	astonished	at	how	my	opinion	changed	from	a	4-star	review	on	my	second	read	(April	30,	2024)	to	a	glowing	5-star	one	after	multiple	re-reads.	It's	as	if	I	was	living	in	a	different	world
back	then.	Each	subsequent	reading	reveals	new	layers	and	nuances	that	left	me	smitten	with	the	characters,	particularly	Neil.	My	affection	for	him	is	reminiscent	of	an	all-consuming	love	affair.	The	blend	of	BSD	(Bad	Santa	Dude)	and	Haikyuu	vibes	in	this	story	likely	contributed	to	my	initial	enthusiasm.	On	the	other	hand,	I'm	still	perplexed	by	the
adoration	for	Andrew,	hoping	that	future	books	will	change	my	perspective	on	him.	Nevertheless,	this	book	has	secured	a	permanent	spot	among	my	top	favorites,	thanks	in	part	to	an	unforgettable	buddy	read	with	Lucy.


