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Like most textbooks, German textbooks can be quite pricey. Especially for students with a low-budget or those just looking for a good way to get started without breaking the bank, free online textbooks can be a good alternative.But where to find them?When you search online for free German learning books,there are quite a lot of 19th century books
from the public domain. Sadly, they often use outdated words and the indecipherable Fraktur typeface which makes them pretty useless to most learners and teachers. On the other hand there is also a handful of really good free ones out there with great introductions and exercises about core German grammar and other topics, but they can
sometimes be hard to find. This is why Ive collected my personal top 5 free German textbooks below:Deutsch im BlickDeutsch im Blick is an excellent free textbook for beginners. It was developed by the University of Texas and is just as good as many expensive German textbooks. It comes in PDF format and has tons of additional (downloadable) and
interactive materials. There are video clips, quizzes, quests, audio for pronunciation and comprehension practice and much more. By working through chapter 1-10 and the various materials anyone will be able to acquire basic German skills in no-time, free of charge.open this textbookVideo Audio Exercises Format: PDF/HTMLA Foundation Course in
Reading GermanWhile it doesnt have the audiovisual bells and whistles of Deutsch im Blick, this open online textbook by Howard Martin and Alan Ng still is a very solid and structured German textbook. Most importantly, it doesnt require any previous experience or knowledge, and will give you a solid grasp of German grammar. Its mostly pure text
which may seem bland it first, but the clean and concise presentation is its greatest strength. Whether you follow the table of contents in the sidebar or jump through links across the chapters, navigating through the content is a breeze! (Also features interactive exercises.)open this textbookExercises Format: HTMLFSI German Basic CourseAnother
excellent resource that shouldnt be missing in any post about free German textbooks is the FSI German Basic Course. This course was originally developed in the 1960s by the US governments Foreign Service Institute and is now in the public domain. It was designed by with absolute beginners in mind. This book teaches the most basic vocabulary for
daily situations, fundamental grammar and everything else youll need in the beginning. The presentation may seem a bit drab, but who needs glitzy graphics? This is still one of the best free German textbooks you can find on the net. The archive.org has both the original text in PDF, EPUB, MOBI and other formats. In addition to that, there are little
audio snippet which you can download asMP3s or stream.open this textbookopen the audiobookAudio Exercises Formats: HTML/EPUB/MOBI/PDFEssential GermanThis online textbook byEugene R. Moutoux, subtitled A No-Frills Approach to Reading and Writing German , actually consists of four different books. Most of it is text, with the occasional
image. By working through the various chapters, youll learn everything from basic grammar to fundamental vocabulary. Also, there are exercises and short stories for practicing reading skills. The presentation may be in need of an update. Most importantly, though, the content and basic layout of the free edition provides a solid way to begin learning
the German language.(In addition, a revised paperback edition apparently is available from the author for a fee.)open this textbookExercises Format: HTMLToms Deutschseitelve already mentioned this website in my article about German worksheets, but it also deserves a place right here. Because apart from the excellent grammar explanations (in
English) and worksheets to download or print, this website is as comprehensive as traditional textbooks and covers a lot of ground from grammar to spelling, basic vocabulary, pronunciation and more.open this textbookExercises Audio Format: PDF/HTMLWolkenkratzer Kursbuch & ArbeitsbuchAnother cool free textbook is Wolkenkratzer
(skyscraper). Its a full coursebook plus workbook, audio, video materials and exercises. What more do you want? Follow the link below and click on the Start button, then select Kursbuch (coursebook) or Arbeitsbuch (workbook) and choose a chapter. Additionally, you can also find short German stories under Lesetexte and there are even Quizlet
flashcards.open this textbookInteractive Exercises Audio Video Format: webGerman 101This German textbook by Rebecca Linam is a great choice for learners who prefer a multi-modal approach with various multimedia elements. Each chapter comes with short articles and dialogues to enhance real-life communication skills. Moreover, it provides
links to interactive video series for grammar and vocabulary review, as well as comic strips to offer visual examples to aid comprehension.The textbook also delves into German culture by linking to music from the 1980s to the present day, integrating grammar concepts to introduce students to the countrys music culture. Additionally, it offers further
resources for pronunciation practice, and concludes each chapter with proficiency interview practice, helping learners assess their progress.links to an interactive video series extra practice for each grammar concept. proficiency interviews after each chapter Formats: EPUB, PDF, web versionopen this textbookEasy GermanThis fun 2008 textbook by
Fiona Chandler, Katie Daynes and Nicole Irving provides a helpful introduction to the German language. Every page covers one topic: from nouns, adjectives, conditionals, etc., always with examples from everyday situations. This 128 page book is available as part of the free lending program of the Internet Archive (renewable every hour). Simply look
for the blue Borrow Button above the preview.open this textbookfull color illustrations additional online resources (linked) Format: web (free to borrow)Whats your favorite German textbook?Literature is a great way to instantly immerse yourself in German culture and keep building up your grammar and vocabulary.However, it can sometimes be
challenging to find books that are just right for your level.Read on to discover 24 easy German booksranging from classic childrens tales to easier adult booksthat will help make your German wunderbar.ContentsGerman Books for BeginnersEmil und die DetektiveEmil und die Detektive is a book from 1929 that follows the story of Emil, a boy who
leaves a provincial German town and travels to Berlin with a small amount of money in his pocket. He is robbed on the train, and once he arrives in Berlin he must track down his stolen money with the help of a group of private eyes that call themselves The Detectives.Besides being a classic German childrens story, this tale will provide you with a
glimpse of Berlin at the time of the Weimar Republic, when the city was a capital of art, crime and cabaret. Emil und die Detektive is known for its realistic characters and unflinching descriptions of an often cruel and gritty world.TintenherzOriginally from North Rhine-Westphalia, Funke now lives and writes in Beverly Hills. Shes known for her
adventure and fantasy YA books.As her stories are aimed at young adults, the language is easy to master. Plus, all of her books have been translated into English, so you could always grab an English copy as well, just in case you get bogged down in all the German.Not sure which of Funkes works to start with? Go for any of the books in Funkes
Tintenherztrilogy (the first book in this series was turned into a movie). Theyve all received glowing reviews from The New York Times Book Review.Die unendliche GeschichteDie unendliche Geschichte tells the tale of a young boy named Bastian who discovers a book in an antique store and becomes sucked into a fantastical tale that repeats itself
over and over again.The book was adapted into a famous American film in the 1980s. Although the film differs greatly from the book, if youve already seen it and are somewhat familiar with the story, this book could be a great choice for you to hone your German skills. Its also ideal for anyone who likes fantastical literature and themes and would like
to learn German vocabulary for words that often appear in Tolkien-esque realms.SchachnovelleSchachnovelle is no childrens book; this novella delves into dark psychological and historical themes and was completed shortly before the authors suicide in the 1940s. But Stefen Zweig is a famous writer, having published dozens of fiction and non-fiction
works before his death, and this is still a classic of German literature.As a novella, its manageable for language learners. The book follows the tale of a monarchist living in Austria shortly after the Nazi occupation; under the Nazis, supporters of the Habsburgs in Austria were persecuted and sentenced to death. The monarchist maintains his sanity
only through losing himself in the world of chess.This book is an ideal choice for anyone who wants to cross Zweig off their list of authors to read, or anyone who wants to learn about this dark period of German and Austrian history. It contains lots of vocabulary that involves psychology and psychiatry.Der SchwarmDer Schwarmis a modern book,
published in 2004 and staying on the #1 bestseller list in Germany for eight months.Its an apocalyptic science fiction tale in which the earths marine creatures rise up against humans: Whales, undersea worms, jellyfish and sharks wreak havoc on humankind, until scientists discover that these creatures are being controlled by an unknown sentient
entity called the yrr. A good choice for science fiction fans, fans of more modern literature or learnerswho want to study modern German dialogue and interactions.Mario und der ZaubererThomas Mann is one of the most famous and most prolific German authors. But Mario und der Zaubereris a novella, so if you want to take on something lighter but
still say youve read Thomas Mann, this is the way to go. Besides, its a political allegory about the rise of fascism in the 1920s, so for the history buffs among you, this is an ideal read.In the book, Mario, the narrator, describes a trip to Italy, where he meets a hypnotist named Cipolla, who uses his powers to control the people in a very fascist manner.
This book is ideal for anyone interested in the politics or history of 1920s Europe, and will teach you plenty of historical and political vocabulary.KrckePeter Hrtling is a renowned German childrens book author, but Krckedeals with anything but childish themes. This is a book about a nine-year-old named Thomas who loses his mother in the chaos of
refugee life following the Second World War and must journey to his aunts house in Vienna.Krcke paints a picture of life in this chaotic time, dealing with issues such as cities reduced to rubble by bomb attacks and the black market that sprang up in Europe in the wake of the war. Ideal for anyone interested in a portrayal of life at this crucial point in
history, and like Mario, it teaches plenty of political and historical vocabulary.BergkristallThis is a classic Austrian novella about two village children lost on a glacier on Christmas Eve. Its available simplified to an A2 level.The book recounts a suspenseful story in which two children, Sanna and Konrad, attempt to travel home from their grandparents
house on Christmas Eve, become lost in a snowstorm and spend the night in the wilderness wondering if theyll ever see their family again.This book will give you a taste of what life was like in the Austrian Alps in the 19th centuryplus, itll teach you all the vocabulary youll need for traveling in Germanys beautiful mountain regions.Mnchhausens
AbenteuerEver heard of Mnchhausen syndrome, the disorder where a person makes up fabulous lies about themselves for attention?That syndrome was named after Baron Mnchhausen, a fictional character based on a real baron and his exploits in the 17th century. In Mnchhausens Abenteuer, which is available in level A1/A2, Mnchhausen kills a lion
by forcing a crocodile to eat it, hires a man who pulls down an entire forest with a rope and then travels the whole world. Theres never a dull moment in his tall tale style adventures.Das doppelte LottchenThis book, about twins who are separated at birth, meet as young adults at summer camp, and scheme to get their parents back together, has
inspired dozens of movie adaptations. In the original story, the twin girls, named Lottie and Lisa, come from Munich and Vienna, and switch places at the end of the summer so they can experience each others lives. Hijinks ensue.Even if you never saw the 1998 movie Parent Trap, this story is sure to captivate your attention and your
heart.HeidiRemember the Shirley Temple film version of Heidi?Whether you do or dont, this classic story of a young girl named Heidi growing up in the Swiss mountains will certainly either remind you of childhood memories or introduce you to an integral classic German tale.Like Bergkristall, this story introduces plenty of vocabulary thats sure to be
helpful if you travel in one of the mountainous Germanic regions.Bestattung eines HundeslIf youre slightly apprehensive about the language gap between YA and adult fiction, Pletzinger is the author for you.His innovative and prize-winning novel, Bestattung eines Hundestells the story of a reclusive childrens author Dirk Svensson through a collection
of easy-to-read postcards, letters and notes.An excellent book for those who love to travel. The intriguing plot changes setting often as the story travels across continents.DorfpunksTobias Albrecht acts, makes music and writes under his pseudonym Rocko Schamoni.His books are often a tongue-in-cheek critique of modern society.Schamonis writing is
fast-paced yet uses straightforward language. Hes a great author for any level of German. His second novel, Dorfpunks,is an autobiographical tale about growing up in a small village and was a hit across Germany, so much so that it even gotturned into a movie.Once youre done with the book, you can watch it on the big screen and try out your
German listening skills. Another great thing about Dorfpunksis the fact that chapters are no longer than 4 pages. These bite-sized chunks are great when you need a quick burst of German reading practice.Tommy JaudDer Spiegel has celebrated Jaud for bringing back Germanmens novels.Whats great about Jauds novels is that theyve all been
recorded as German audiobooks. If youre not all that into picking up a book, you can always grab a copy of the audio version!His critically acclaimed novel Vollidiot tells the story of unlucky-in-love Simon Peters as he tries to woo the girl of his dreams, often resulting in hilarious consequences.This comical storyhas also been made into a moviewith
German comedian Oliver Pocher taking the lead role.Lesen Leicht Gemacht Fabelhafte FabelnThis is actually a series of simplified fables, adapted from Phaedrus, Aesop and La Fontaine, and is ideal for beginners who have never read a German book.Fables include classics like Der Hund und sein Schatten (The Dog and His Shadow), Die Ameise und
die Grille (The Ant and the Cricket) and Knaben und Frosche (The Boys and the Frogs). Whether they talk about ants, frogs or crickets, these profound yet minimal tales are sure to leave you thinking about some of the most common human follies.Each title in this series comes complete with an audio CD, vocabulary, illustrations and
exercises.Deutsche Mrchen und SagenThis short book of childrens stories, legends and sayings is simple enough that beginners can approach it without fear. Vocabulary is included in the back of the book, rather than as footnotes, a format you may find less intrusive.Deutsche Mrchen und Sagen (German Fairytales and Stories)allows readers to learn
and practice basic German as they follow the familiar plotlines of stories like Hnsel und Gretel, Aschenputtel (Cinderella) and Schneewittchen (Snow White), ponder over the fate of Doctor Faust or experience the mysterious tale of Barbarossas ghost.Caf in BerlinCaf in Berlin is specially designed for language learners. The premise is simple: a hapless
Italian arrives in Berlin and has to manage to communicate, survive and have a good time.The idea is to present the common struggles of the language learner through a simple and realistic plotline. The result is both entertaining and educational.This book is ideal for those looking for a more learning-oriented experience.First German Reader: A
Beginners Dual-language BookThis book offers German originals and English translations of amazing short texts by some famous German language writers side-by-side. Featuring the likes of Goethe, Hesse, Hlderlin, Schiller and Heine, the authors index is a veritable whos who of German literature. The texts, which include poems, short stories and
essays, are carefully selected based on quality and accessibility.The First German Reader is the type of book you may enjoy if you rank among the more adventurous of beginners.Have you ever wondered what Hamlet might sound like in German? Aside from German classics, this book also includes Shakespeares most famous monologue. In addition,
you get a beautiful poem by Goethe, a lovely little slice of spirituality by the popular Herman Hesse and many other exciting works.German Books for Lower Intermediate LearnerslLearning German Through StorytellingThis is actually a series of books specially designed for English speakers. Each one of them features a vocabulary list and some
grammar and comprehension exercises at the end of every chapter.The most popular book in the series is Mord am Morgen (Murder in the Morning),a detective novel (what Germans call a Krimi). It has a simple, yet attractive storyline involving a mysterious dead body and two sly detectives trying to find a killer (Kommissar Harald Baumgartner and
his colleague Katharina Momsen).If you are a fan of the genre, you may be thrilled to meet Kommissar Baumgarten and Frau Momsen once more in the popular Die Dritte Hand (The Third Hand), in which the pair are faced with body parts turning up in different locations and must put the pieces of the puzzle together, though not literally speaking, of
course.Other detective stories in the collection featuring the same characters include Zum Brenhaus, a murder mystery involving a panda bear, and Heidis Frhstuck (Heidis Breakfast), which starts with a loyal dog entering his home with a human ear between his teeth!This series promises a combination of learning and entertainment that the
included titles generously provide. If mystery and crime arent your thing, try one of the series interactive adventure stories:Shanima or Genowrin.Momo by Michael EndeThis book, by the author of The Neverending Story, was originally written for children and young adults. Thus, the language is simple enough for intermediate and lower intermediate
learners.Momo, the protagonist, is a homeless princess who has a magical power to listen to others, in spite of her many misfortunes. The book is ultimately an exploration of what makes life worth living.In spite of its linguistic simplicity, Momo has a profound spiritual message that adults can truly appreciate. Homo Faber by Max FrischSwiss author
Max Frisch is one of the greatest German language writers of all time. While some of his fiction may appear too complex for language learners, Homo Faber is pretty accessible.A re-interpretation of the myth of Oedipus (though substituting daughter-father for son-mother), the story is narrated in the first person by a very rational character with a
scientific mind, who sees his beliefs challenged by a series of unlikely coincidences.There is an excellent movie based on this book, starring Sam Shepard. Whether you watch the movie first to simplify the reading or read the book first because you enjoy the challenge, the works can certainly complement each other.Der Kontrabass by Patrick
SskindPatrick Sskind has become world famous thanks to his novel Das Parfm. Very few people who read that bestseller and watched the movie based on it have ever heard of Der Kontrabass, and that is a shame.Personally, I came in contact with this little monologue (in which the central character is, you guessed it, a musical instrument), long
before reading Perfume. My German level was lower-intermediate at the time, and I stumbled upon an audiobook tape at the Goethe Institut library. With my limited knowledge of German, I was able to understand and enjoy the audiobook; it is extremely accessible for intermediate learners.Der Kontrabass is a fabulous book. The double basswhich
nobody ever notices in the orchestra, because its sound is usually buried under layers and layers of higher-pitch instrumentscomplains about its miserable life in a monologue that covers much more than the hierarchy of musical instruments.Few authors have mastered the art of the one-act play like Sskind does in this marvelous work.Der Vorleser by
Bernard SchlinkWho hasnt seen the Hollywood film The Reader? Fortunately for you, the film shall in no way ruin your experience of the evocative narrative it was based on by Bernard Schlink.Der Vorleser is a masterpiece, but its value owes very little to linguistic innovation, and a lot to the power of a simple yet unique story.In the book, a teenager
has an affair with an older woman. Years later, while studying law, he comes across the same woman as she is being accused of a terrible crime committed during the Nazi regime. A secret the man learns can prove the womans innocence and save her from prison, but revealing the secret turns out to be more complicated than he had
anticipated.Prose like Schlinks is always a pleasure. For language learners, it has the added pleasure of accessibility.Der Besuch der alten Dame by Friedrich DrrenmattThis book, by one of Germanys classic authors, tells a simple story in simple language. When a billionaire returns to her hometown, the whole townwhich has fallen into deep economic
troublesbelieves the womans arrival may solve all their problems. The plot gets complicated when the rich woman asks for someones life in exchange for her generosity.Exploring concepts like justice, the value of wealth and many complex moral questions, Der Besuch der alten Dame (The Old Ladys Visit)is ideal German reading material for
intermediate learners.How to Make the Most of Reading an Easy German BookNot all reading methods are created equal. Follow these tips to make sure you get the most out of your reading.Use a German-to-German dictionarylts tempting to look up each and every word you dont know using Google Translate, isnt it? But by learning new words by
translating them into English, youre simply perpetuating your status as a beginning language learner. Using a German-to-German dictionary will help you learn the words within the context of the language, which will only improve your knowledge of Deutsch.Make flashcardsLearning a word in context can do wonders to help you remember itbut its
even better if you hammer the word home by writing it down on a flashcard. If you make a vocabulary set from every book that you read, soon youll have a big stack (or a large file, if youre using an app) of words to memorize and integrate into your vocabulary.Listen alongLearning how to read in German is essential, but so is learning how to
comprehend. Find your book as an audiobook as well, and youll be able to listen to each chapter as you read it. If you listen after reading, youll already know the story, and it will be easier to understand what the narrator is saying in the audio version. This is a great way to hone your comprehension skills.Many of the books introduced in the list below
are available as audiobooks online (including Mario und der Zauberer and Krcke.Practice with other resourcesYou dont have to start with books when youre first learning to read in German. In fact, you dont even need to start with short stories. You can start with a three-minute clip of authentic, subtitled German.Watching videos and following along
with the captions trains your reading skills. This way, every video you watch helps you to practice. (And this improves your listening comprehension, too).For short video clips from authentic German media complete with interactive subtitles and other learning tools, the immersive language learning program FluentU is worth checking out.Where Can
You Find an Easy German Book?Dont live near a German-language bookstore? Never fear. You can easily order books online.1. AmazonAmazon.com and Amazon.de can deliver easy German books right to your doorstep.If youre keen on finding books digitally, or youre trying to save money,read up on how to find free German e-books on Amazonand
stock up your e-reader with Deutsch.2. Galda + LeuchterGalda + Leuchter is a Berlin, Germany and Madison, Wisconsin-based German books supplier. You can search their database and request that they deliver books to you.3. Dussmann, das KulturKaufhausBookstores are still a large part of the culture and everyday life in Germany, so if you want
to support one of these institutions by shopping there, you can order e-books from Dussmann, a giant bookstore on Friedrichstrasse in the heart of Berlin. The store stocks a wide variety of German and English tomes (along with stationery and office supplies).And for more enjoyable reading material, check out these German graphic novels!Whether
you decide to pick up one of these 24 books or to find your own book to learn German, you should get started on German reading as soon as possible, following the tips above to facilitate your learning process.Theres nothing like reading fiction to jumpstart learning another language!Want to know the key to learning German effectively?It's using the
right content and tools, like FluentU has to offer! Browse hundreds of videos, take endless quizzes and master the German language faster than you've ever imagine!Watching a fun video, but having trouble understanding it? FluentU brings native videos within reach with interactive subtitles.You can tap on any word to look it up instantly. Every
definition has examples that have been written to help you understand how the word is used. If you see an interesting word you don't know, you can add it to a vocabulary list.And FluentU isn't just for watching videos. It's a complete platform for learning. It's designed to effectively teach you all the vocabulary from any video. Swipe left or right to see
more examples of the word you're on.The best part is that FluentU keeps track of the vocabulary that you're learning, and gives you extra practice with difficult words. It'll even remind you when its time to review what youve learned.Start using the FluentU website on your computer or tablet or, better yet, download the FluentU app from the iTunes
or Google Play store. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.)by InfoBooks - Updated: October 2024Discover the fascinating German language with our collection of free German learning books in PDF.German, known for its precision and conceptual richness, is a key language in academic, scientific, and
business fields globally.Our digital library is designed to facilitate German learning at all levels, offering from basic notions to more complex aspects of grammar and vocabulary.The ability to download these resources for free provides you with a valuable tool for your language education, eliminating economic and registration barriers.Download our
collection of free German learning books in PDF and take the first step towards mastering this important language today.Start your linguistic adventure now.We have a great collection of German workbooks in PDF for you to practice this wonderful language and take your learning to the next level.To access these resources, visit our page dedicated to
German workbooks in PDF.We also have a large collection of books in German for all levels and ages. These books can be downloaded for free without the need for registration.To access this collection of free books, visit our page books in German [PDF].Here ends our selection of free German Learning books in PDF format. We hope you liked it and
already have your next book!If you found this list useful, do not forget to share it on your social networks. Remember that Sharing is Caring.Do you want more Language Learning books in PDF format? Last updated on May 6, 2024We are all different. Some people prefer to use the latest technology when learning a foreign language while others still
like paper textbooks that they can read in a pleasant environment somewhere on the beach or in bed. In fact, many German textbooks are available online as free downloadable PDFs (they usually open in the browser but can be saved to your disk). They are ideal for practicing grammar skills and improving vocabulary and reading comprehension. In
addition, samples of various German language exams can also be downloaded from the Internet for free as PDF files.However, many of the free PDFs for German learners that you can find on the net must be used in conjunction with a video or an audio course that you often have to pay for. Below is a list of those free PDFs for learning German that
can be used alone for training specific language abilities such as grammar skills, reading comprehension or exam skills. It goes without saying that for practicing pronunciation, listening comprehension and conversation skills you will need other types of learning tools.PDFs for Practicing German Grammar and VocabularyGerman language course
from wikibooks.org is the result of an ongoing collaborative effort of several authors and, therefore, it is being constantly developed and improved. The latest version of this course can be downloaded here, but the formatting of the PDF file seems a little bit odd and some lessons are not yet finished, so you may be better off using the original version
from 2006 available under the link above. This German course is suitable for total beginners to teach them basic grammar, phrases and vocabulary used in common, everyday situations.Basic German: A Grammar and Workbook is an excellent learning material for independent study with emphasis on German grammar. It is a beginners course
equivalent to one year of standard class course. This PDF can also be used as a reference and practice workbook for training German grammar by learners who already possess some knowledge of the German language. Once you have managed Basic German you can continue with part 2, i.e., Intermediate German. Part 2 presents a broad range of
more complex grammatical topics with practical exercises at the end of each of the 24 chapters.Toms Deutschseite is a personal website developed by a native German speaker to teach his foreign wife German. The emphasis is on grammar and basic vocabulary. Choose any topic (whether a grammar or a vocabulary building lesson) and at the bottom
of each page under Exercises and Summary you will find links to the PDFs that you can open and save to your disk.Mein-Deutschbuch.de offers free online exercises that are downloadable as PDFs to help you train all aspects of grammar skills. Correct answers can be found at the end of each file. Since all instructions (just like the website itself) are
only in German, these worksheets are suited for intermediate and advanced students who can already understand instructions in written German. Should you feel you still have not had enough of grammar, try also these additional exercises.Deutsch German Language is a free e-book focusing on explaining the basics of German grammar. It also
includes some useful German phrases and vocabulary lists on common, everyday topics. This material should not be used as a stand-alone workbook but rather as a grammar reference book.German Grammar Cheat Sheet is a one-pager that summarises the most essential points of German grammar such as the use of cases, articles, reflexive pronouns
and prepositions. You can print it out and use it as a quick reference guide whenever needed. More cheat sheets focusing on different aspects of German grammar can be found at this webpage.PDFs for Practicing Reading ComprehensionLearn German with Stories contains ten stories narrated by Dino, a young man from Sicily who came to Berlin to
find a job. Dino has just started learning German, so the language of these stories is very simple (both, sentence structure and vocabulary) suitable for beginners. At the end of each episode you will be asked to answer questions to make sure you understand the text. The answer key can be found at the end of the document (page 85). Unfortunately,
the free PDF download is no longer available and you can only read and print the html document.Marktplatz is a German language course developed by Deutsche Welle with strong focus on business German. However, currently it is only available from web archive as it suddenly and unexpectedly disappeared from DW.com website without any further
notice. The course includes 26 chapters that address such specific business topics as starting a new business, raising capital, securing debt financing, financial planning, sales forecasting, forming joint ventures and subsidiaries, franchising, marketing, research and managing personnel and corporate identity. Each chapter can be downloaded as a
separate PDF file. Every PDF file begins with an article on a specific theme, followed by several different exercises with solutions that can be found at the bottom of the document. This course requires a German language skill level of at least B2.Intermediate and advanced learners may want to try reading real German books. Here is a list of resources
where you can download German eBooks in PDF format.German Language Examinations and Tests in PDF FormatKlett Sprachen has a comprehensive list of German language proficiency examinations (including those given by the Goethe Institute, telc and SD) with sample tests available in PDF format for free downloading. Solutions can be found at
the end of each test. In addition, there is a list of assessment tests for a number of language exams. Some of these tests can also be downloaded as PDF files.Telc offers freely downloadable mock exams in PDF format that you can evaluate yourself (an answer key is included at the end of the PDF) to see how well prepared you are for the actual exam.
Choose a particular exam (except for telc German A2 Speaking) and then scroll down for Download Mock Examination.Goethe Institute has a list of all of its exams with clickable links that will expand a view where you find PDFs of practice materials or sample tests as well as audio MP4 files that are available for free download. Solutions are included
in all PDF files to enable you to estimate your score. Alternatively you can also use this link.SD also offers free PDFs for all of their exams that include an answer key to enable you to independently assess your German language skills. You can find them under Model set after choosing a particular exam.Please note that this overview only includes
German learning materials in PDF format available for FREE download. There obviously are tons of language teaching materials in PDFs or other user friendly formats that you can buy at Amazon or iTunes. For other types of free learning materials check out other sections of this website. Literature is a great way to instantly immerse yourself in
German culture and keep building up your grammar and vocabulary.However, it can sometimes be challenging to find books that are just right for your level.Read on to discover 24 easy German booksranging from classic childrens tales to easier adult booksthat will help make your German wunderbar.ContentsGerman Books for BeginnersEmil und
die DetektiveEmil und die Detektive is a book from 1929 that follows the story of Emil, a boy who leaves a provincial German town and travels to Berlin with a small amount of money in his pocket. He is robbed on the train, and once he arrives in Berlin he must track down his stolen money with the help of a group of private eyes that call themselves
The Detectives.Besides being a classic German childrens story, this tale will provide you with a glimpse of Berlin at the time of the Weimar Republic, when the city was a capital of art, crime and cabaret. Emil und die Detektive is known for its realistic characters and unflinching descriptions of an often cruel and gritty world.TintenherzOriginally from
North Rhine-Westphalia, Funke now lives and writes in Beverly Hills. Shes known for her adventure and fantasy YA books.As her stories are aimed at young adults, the language is easy to master. Plus, all of her books have been translated into English, so you could always grab an English copy as well, just in case you get bogged down in all the
German.Not sure which of Funkes works to start with? Go for any of the books in Funkes Tintenherztrilogy (the first book in this series was turned into a movie). Theyve all received glowing reviews from The New York Times Book Review.Die unendliche GeschichteDie unendliche Geschichte tells the tale of a young boy named Bastian who discovers a
book in an antique store and becomes sucked into a fantastical tale that repeats itself over and over again.The book was adapted into a famous American film in the 1980s. Although the film differs greatly from the book, if youve already seen it and are somewhat familiar with the story, this book could be a great choice for you to hone your German
skills. Its also ideal for anyone who likes fantastical literature and themes and would like to learn German vocabulary for words that often appear in Tolkien-esque realms.SchachnovelleSchachnovelle is no childrens book; this novella delves into dark psychological and historical themes and was completed shortly before the authors suicide in the
1940s. But Stefen Zweig is a famous writer, having published dozens of fiction and non-fiction works before his death, and this is still a classic of German literature.As a novella, its manageable for language learners. The book follows the tale of a monarchist living in Austria shortly after the Nazi occupation; under the Nazis, supporters of the
Habsburgs in Austria were persecuted and sentenced to death. The monarchist maintains his sanity only through losing himself in the world of chess.This book is an ideal choice for anyone who wants to cross Zweig off their list of authors to read, or anyone who wants to learn about this dark period of German and Austrian history. It contains lots of
vocabulary that involves psychology and psychiatry.Der SchwarmDer Schwarmis a modern book, published in 2004 and staying on the #1 bestseller list in Germany for eight months.Its an apocalyptic science fiction tale in which the earths marine creatures rise up against humans: Whales, undersea worms, jellyfish and sharks wreak havoc on
humankind, until scientists discover that these creatures are being controlled by an unknown sentient entity called the yrr. A good choice for science fiction fans, fans of more modern literature or learnerswho want to study modern German dialogue and interactions.Mario und der ZaubererThomas Mann is one of the most famous and most prolific
German authors. But Mario und der Zaubereris a novella, so if you want to take on something lighter but still say youve read Thomas Mann, this is the way to go. Besides, its a political allegory about the rise of fascism in the 1920s, so for the history buffs among you, this is an ideal read.In the book, Mario, the narrator, describes a trip to Italy, where
he meets a hypnotist named Cipolla, who uses his powers to control the people in a very fascist manner. This book is ideal for anyone interested in the politics or history of 1920s Europe, and will teach you plenty of historical and political vocabulary.KrckePeter Hrtling is a renowned German childrens book author, but Krckedeals with anything but
childish themes. This is a book about a nine-year-old named Thomas who loses his mother in the chaos of refugee life following the Second World War and must journey to his aunts house in Vienna.Krcke paints a picture of life in this chaotic time, dealing with issues such as cities reduced to rubble by bomb attacks and the black market that sprang
up in Europe in the wake of the war. Ideal for anyone interested in a portrayal of life at this crucial point in history, and like Mario, it teaches plenty of political and historical vocabulary.BergkristallThis is a classic Austrian novella about two village children lost on a glacier on Christmas Eve. Its available simplified to an A2 level.The book recounts a
suspenseful story in which two children, Sanna and Konrad, attempt to travel home from their grandparents house on Christmas Eve, become lost in a snowstorm and spend the night in the wilderness wondering if theyll ever see their family again.This book will give you a taste of what life was like in the Austrian Alps in the 19th centuryplus, itll teach
you all the vocabulary youll need for traveling in Germanys beautiful mountain regions.Mnchhausens AbenteuerEver heard of Mnchhausen syndrome, the disorder where a person makes up fabulous lies about themselves for attention?That syndrome was named after Baron Mnchhausen, a fictional character based on a real baron and his exploits in
the 17th century. In Mnchhausens Abenteuer, which is available in level A1/A2, Mnchhausen kills a lion by forcing a crocodile to eat it, hires a man who pulls down an entire forest with a rope and then travels the whole world. Theres never a dull moment in his tall tale style adventures.Das doppelte LottchenThis book, about twins who are separated
at birth, meet as young adults at summer camp, and scheme to get their parents back together, has inspired dozens of movie adaptations. In the original story, the twin girls, named Lottie and Lisa, come from Munich and Vienna, and switch places at the end of the summer so they can experience each others lives. Hijinks ensue.Even if you never saw
the 1998 movie Parent Trap, this story is sure to captivate your attention and your heart.HeidiRemember the Shirley Temple film version of Heidi?Whether you do or dont, this classic story of a young girl named Heidi growing up in the Swiss mountains will certainly either remind you of childhood memories or introduce you to an integral classic
German tale.Like Bergkristall, this story introduces plenty of vocabulary thats sure to be helpful if you travel in one of the mountainous Germanic regions.Bestattung eines HundesIf youre slightly apprehensive about the language gap between YA and adult fiction, Pletzinger is the author for you.His innovative and prize-winning novel, Bestattung
eines Hundestells the story of a reclusive childrens author Dirk Svensson through a collection of easy-to-read postcards, letters and notes.An excellent book for those who love to travel. The intriguing plot changes setting often as the story travels across continents.DorfpunksTobias Albrecht acts, makes music and writes under his pseudonym Rocko
Schamoni.His books are often a tongue-in-cheek critique of modern society.Schamonis writing is fast-paced yet uses straightforward language. Hes a great author for any level of German. His second novel, Dorfpunks,is an autobiographical tale about growing up in a small village and was a hit across Germany, so much so that it even gotturned into a
movie.Once youre done with the book, you can watch it on the big screen and try out your German listening skills. Another great thing about Dorfpunksis the fact that chapters are no longer than 4 pages. These bite-sized chunks are great when you need a quick burst of German reading practice.Tommy JaudDer Spiegel has celebrated Jaud for
bringing back Germanmens novels.Whats great about Jauds novels is that theyve all been recorded as German audiobooks. If youre not all that into picking up a book, you can always grab a copy of the audio version!His critically acclaimed novel Vollidiot tells the story of unlucky-in-love Simon Peters as he tries to woo the girl of his dreams, often
resulting in hilarious consequences.This comical storyhas also been made into a moviewith German comedian Oliver Pocher taking the lead role.Lesen Leicht Gemacht Fabelhafte FabelnThis is actually a series of simplified fables, adapted from Phaedrus, Aesop and La Fontaine, and is ideal for beginners who have never read a German book.Fables
include classics like Der Hund und sein Schatten (The Dog and His Shadow), Die Ameise und die Grille (The Ant and the Cricket) and Knaben und Frosche (The Boys and the Frogs). Whether they talk about ants, frogs or crickets, these profound yet minimal tales are sure to leave you thinking about some of the most common human follies.Each title in
this series comes complete with an audio CD, vocabulary, illustrations and exercises.Deutsche Mrchen und SagenThis short book of childrens stories, legends and sayings is simple enough that beginners can approach it without fear. Vocabulary is included in the back of the book, rather than as footnotes, a format you may find less intrusive.Deutsche
Mrchen und Sagen (German Fairytales and Stories)allows readers to learn and practice basic German as they follow the familiar plotlines of stories like Hnsel und Gretel, Aschenputtel (Cinderella) and Schneewittchen (Snow White), ponder over the fate of Doctor Faust or experience the mysterious tale of Barbarossas ghost.Caf in BerlinCaf in Berlin
is specially designed for language learners. The premise is simple: a hapless Italian arrives in Berlin and has to manage to communicate, survive and have a good time.The idea is to present the common struggles of the language learner through a simple and realistic plotline. The result is both entertaining and educational.This book is ideal for those
looking for a more learning-oriented experience.First German Reader: A Beginners Dual-language BookThis book offers German originals and English translations of amazing short texts by some famous German language writers side-by-side. Featuring the likes of Goethe, Hesse, Hlderlin, Schiller and Heine, the authors index is a veritable whos who
of German literature. The texts, which include poems, short stories and essays, are carefully selected based on quality and accessibility.The First German Reader is the type of book you may enjoy if you rank among the more adventurous of beginners.Have you ever wondered what Hamlet might sound like in German? Aside from German classics, this
book also includes Shakespeares most famous monologue. In addition, you get a beautiful poem by Goethe, a lovely little slice of spirituality by the popular Herman Hesse and many other exciting works.German Books for Lower Intermediate LearnersLearning German Through StorytellingThis is actually a series of books specially designed for English
speakers. Each one of them features a vocabulary list and some grammar and comprehension exercises at the end of every chapter.The most popular book in the series is Mord am Morgen (Murder in the Morning),a detective novel (what Germans call a Krimi). It has a simple, yet attractive storyline involving a mysterious dead body and two sly
detectives trying to find a killer (Kommissar Harald Baumgartner and his colleague Katharina Momsen).If you are a fan of the genre, you may be thrilled to meet Kommissar Baumgarten and Frau Momsen once more in the popular Die Dritte Hand (The Third Hand), in which the pair are faced with body parts turning up in different locations and must
put the pieces of the puzzle together, though not literally speaking, of course.Other detective stories in the collection featuring the same characters include Zum Brenhaus, a murder mystery involving a panda bear, and Heidis Frhstuck (Heidis Breakfast), which starts with a loyal dog entering his home with a human ear between his teeth!This series
promises a combination of learning and entertainment that the included titles generously provide. If mystery and crime arent your thing, try one of the series interactive adventure stories:Shanima or Genowrin.Momo by Michael EndeThis book, by the author of The Neverending Story, was originally written for children and young adults. Thus, the
language is simple enough for intermediate and lower intermediate learners.Momo, the protagonist, is a homeless princess who has a magical power to listen to others, in spite of her many misfortunes. The book is ultimately an exploration of what makes life worth living.In spite of its linguistic simplicity, Momo has a profound spiritual message that
adults can truly appreciate. Homo Faber by Max FrischSwiss author Max Frisch is one of the greatest German language writers of all time. While some of his fiction may appear too complex for language learners, Homo Faber is pretty accessible.A re-interpretation of the myth of Oedipus (though substituting daughter-father for son-mother), the story
is narrated in the first person by a very rational character with a scientific mind, who sees his beliefs challenged by a series of unlikely coincidences.There is an excellent movie based on this book, starring Sam Shepard. Whether you watch the movie first to simplify the reading or read the book first because you enjoy the challenge, the works can
certainly complement each other.Der Kontrabass by Patrick SskindPatrick Sskind has become world famous thanks to his novel Das Parfm. Very few people who read that bestseller and watched the movie based on it have ever heard of Der Kontrabass, and that is a shame.Personally, I came in contact with this little monologue (in which the central
character is, you guessed it, a musical instrument), long before reading Perfume. My German level was lower-intermediate at the time, and I stumbled upon an audiobook tape at the Goethe Institut library. With my limited knowledge of German, I was able to understand and enjoy the audiobook; it is extremely accessible for intermediate learners.Der
Kontrabass is a fabulous book. The double basswhich nobody ever notices in the orchestra, because its sound is usually buried under layers and layers of higher-pitch instrumentscomplains about its miserable life in a monologue that covers much more than the hierarchy of musical instruments.Few authors have mastered the art of the one-act play
like Sskind does in this marvelous work.Der Vorleser by Bernard SchlinkWho hasnt seen the Hollywood film The Reader? Fortunately for you, the film shall in no way ruin your experience of the evocative narrative it was based on by Bernard Schlink.Der Vorleser is a masterpiece, but its value owes very little to linguistic innovation, and a lot to the
power of a simple yet unique story.In the book, a teenager has an affair with an older woman. Years later, while studying law, he comes across the same woman as she is being accused of a terrible crime committed during the Nazi regime. A secret the man learns can prove the womans innocence and save her from prison, but revealing the secret
turns out to be more complicated than he had anticipated.Prose like Schlinks is always a pleasure. For language learners, it has the added pleasure of accessibility.Der Besuch der alten Dame by Friedrich DrrenmattThis book, by one of Germanys classic authors, tells a simple story in simple language. When a billionaire returns to her hometown, the
whole townwhich has fallen into deep economic troublesbelieves the womans arrival may solve all their problems. The plot gets complicated when the rich woman asks for someones life in exchange for her generosity.Exploring concepts like justice, the value of wealth and many complex moral questions, Der Besuch der alten Dame (The Old Ladys
Visit)is ideal German reading material for intermediate learners.How to Make the Most of Reading an Easy German BookNot all reading methods are created equal. Follow these tips to make sure you get the most out of your reading.Use a German-to-German dictionarylts tempting to look up each and every word you dont know using Google
Translate, isnt it? But by learning new words by translating them into English, youre simply perpetuating your status as a beginning language learner. Using a German-to-German dictionary will help you learn the words within the context of the language, which will only improve your knowledge of Deutsch.Make flashcardsLearning a word in context
can do wonders to help you remember itbut its even better if you hammer the word home by writing it down on a flashcard. If you make a vocabulary set from every book that you read, soon youll have a big stack (or a large file, if youre using an app) of words to memorize and integrate into your vocabulary.Listen alongLearning how to read in
German is essential, but so is learning how to comprehend. Find your book as an audiobook as well, and youll be able to listen to each chapter as you read it. If you listen after reading, youll already know the story, and it will be easier to understand what the narrator is saying in the audio version. This is a great way to hone your comprehension
skills.Many of the books introduced in the list below are available as audiobooks online (including Mario und der Zauberer and Krcke.Practice with other resourcesYou dont have to start with books when youre first learning to read in German. In fact, you dont even need to start with short stories. You can start with a three-minute clip of authentic,
subtitled German.Watching videos and following along with the captions trains your reading skills. This way, every video you watch helps you to practice. (And this improves your listening comprehension, too).For short video clips from authentic German media complete with interactive subtitles and other learning tools, the immersive language
learning program FluentU is worth checking out.Where Can You Find an Easy German Book?Dont live near a German-language bookstore? Never fear. You can easily order books online.1. AmazonAmazon.com and Amazon.de can deliver easy German books right to your doorstep.If youre keen on finding books digitally, or youre trying to save
money,read up on how to find free German e-books on Amazonand stock up your e-reader with Deutsch.2. Galda + LeuchterGalda + Leuchter is a Berlin, Germany and Madison, Wisconsin-based German books supplier. You can search their database and request that they deliver books to you.3. Dussmann, das KulturKaufhausBookstores are still a
large part of the culture and everyday life in Germany, so if you want to support one of these institutions by shopping there, you can order e-books from Dussmann, a giant bookstore on Friedrichstrasse in the heart of Berlin. The store stocks a wide variety of German and English tomes (along with stationery and office supplies).And for more enjoyable
reading material, check out these German graphic novels!Whether you decide to pick up one of these 24 books or to find your own book to learn German, you should get started on German reading as soon as possible, following the tips above to facilitate your learning process.Theres nothing like reading fiction to jumpstart learning another
language!Want to know the key to learning German effectively?It's using the right content and tools, like FluentU has to offer! Browse hundreds of videos, take endless quizzes and master the German language faster than you've ever imagine!Watching a fun video, but having trouble understanding it? FluentU brings native videos within reach with
interactive subtitles.You can tap on any word to look it up instantly. Every definition has examples that have been written to help you understand how the word is used. If you see an interesting word you don't know, you can add it to a vocabulary list.And FluentU isn't just for watching videos. It's a complete platform for learning. It's designed to
effectively teach you all the vocabulary from any video. Swipe left or right to see more examples of the word you're on.The best part is that FluentU keeps track of the vocabulary that you're learning, and gives you extra practice with difficult words. It'll even remind you when its time to review what youve learned.Start using the FluentU website on
your computer or tablet or, better yet, download the FluentU app from the iTunes or Google Play store. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.)Like most textbooks, German textbooks can be quite pricey. Especially for students with a low-budget or those just looking for a good way to get started without
breaking the bank, free online textbooks can be a good alternative.But where to find them?When you search online for free German learning books,there are quite a lot of 19th century books from the public domain. Sadly, they often use outdated words and the indecipherable Fraktur typeface which makes them pretty useless to most learners and
teachers. On the other hand there is also a handful of really good free ones out there with great introductions and exercises about core German grammar and other topics, but they can sometimes be hard to find. This is why Ive collected my personal top 5 free German textbooks below:Deutsch im BlickDeutsch im Blick is an excellent free textbook for
beginners. It was developed by the University of Texas and is just as good as many expensive German textbooks. It comes in PDF format and has tons of additional (downloadable) and interactive materials. There are video clips, quizzes, quests, audio for pronunciation and comprehension practice and much more. By working through chapter 1-10 and
the various materials anyone will be able to acquire basic German skills in no-time, free of charge.open this textbookVideo Audio Exercises Format: PDF/HTMLA Foundation Course in Reading GermanWhile it doesnt have the audiovisual bells and whistles of Deutsch im Blick, this open online textbook by Howard Martin and Alan Ng still is a very solid
and structured German textbook. Most importantly, it doesnt require any previous experience or knowledge, and will give you a solid grasp of German grammar. Its mostly pure text which may seem bland it first, but the clean and concise presentation is its greatest strength. Whether you follow the table of contents in the sidebar or jump through
links across the chapters, navigating through the content is a breeze! (Also features interactive exercises.)open this textbookExercises Format: HTMLFSI German Basic CourseAnother excellent resource that shouldnt be missing in any post about free German textbooks is the FSI German Basic Course. This course was originally developed in the
1960s by the US governments Foreign Service Institute and is now in the public domain. It was designed by with absolute beginners in mind. This book teaches the most basic vocabulary for daily situations, fundamental grammar and everything else youll need in the beginning. The presentation may seem a bit drab, but who needs glitzy graphics?



This is still one of the best free German textbooks you can find on the net. The archive.org has both the original text in PDF, EPUB, MOBI and other formats. In addition to that, there are little audio snippet which you can download asMP3s or stream.open this textbookopen the audiobookAudio Exercises Formats: HTML/EPUB/MOBI/PDFEssential
GermanThis online textbook byEugene R. Moutoux, subtitled A No-Frills Approach to Reading and Writing German , actually consists of four different books. Most of it is text, with the occasional image. By working through the various chapters, youll learn everything from basic grammar to fundamental vocabulary. Also, there are exercises and short
stories for practicing reading skills. The presentation may be in need of an update. Most importantly, though, the content and basic layout of the free edition provides a solid way to begin learning the German language.(In addition, a revised paperback edition apparently is available from the author for a fee.)open this textbookExercises Format:
HTMLToms Deutschseitelve already mentioned this website in my article about German worksheets, but it also deserves a place right here. Because apart from the excellent grammar explanations (in English) and worksheets to download or print, this website is as comprehensive as traditional textbooks and covers a lot of ground from grammar to
spelling, basic vocabulary, pronunciation and more.open this textbookExercises Audio Format: PDF/HTMLWolkenkratzer Kursbuch & ArbeitsbuchAnother cool free textbook is Wolkenkratzer (skyscraper). Its a full coursebook plus workbook, audio, video materials and exercises. What more do you want? Follow the link below and click on the Start
button, then select Kursbuch (coursebook) or Arbeitsbuch (workbook) and choose a chapter. Additionally, you can also find short German stories under Lesetexte and there are even Quizlet flashcards.open this textbookInteractive Exercises Audio Video Format: webGerman 101This German textbook by Rebecca Linam is a great choice for learners
who prefer a multi-modal approach with various multimedia elements. Each chapter comes with short articles and dialogues to enhance real-life communication skills. Moreover, it provides links to interactive video series for grammar and vocabulary review, as well as comic strips to offer visual examples to aid comprehension.The textbook also delves
into German culture by linking to music from the 1980s to the present day, integrating grammar concepts to introduce students to the countrys music culture. Additionally, it offers further resources for pronunciation practice, and concludes each chapter with proficiency interview practice, helping learners assess their progress.links to an interactive
video series extra practice for each grammar concept. proficiency interviews after each chapter Formats: EPUB, PDF, web versionopen this textbookEasy GermanThis fun 2008 textbook by Fiona Chandler, Katie Daynes and Nicole Irving provides a helpful introduction to the German language. Every page covers one topic: from nouns, adjectives,
conditionals, etc., always with examples from everyday situations. This 128 page book is available as part of the free lending program of the Internet Archive (renewable every hour). Simply look for the blue Borrow Button above the preview.open this textbookfull color illustrations additional online resources (linked) Format: web (free to
borrow)Whats your favorite German textbook? Here are some easy and engaging texts to practice and develop your German reading and comprehension skills.Written by experienced German language intitlestructors, these texts are specifically written to aid German students from the elementary and beginner Al and A2 levels, as well as meeting the
needs of the more advanced B1 and B2 level student. moreTexts for beginners include simple sentences with basic vocabulary. More advanced texts feature complex sentences with relative and subordinate clauses and wider use of tenses. Our innovative teaching system clearly indicates the vocabulary level in each reading, making it very easy for
any German student to choose appropriate texts for their needs.Upon completing each reading you can test your comprehension by answering the accompanying questions. Every text is available as a printable PDF. They are ideal for German language students working on their own. They are also perfect for German teachers to use in class or as take-
home exercises. Contact Terms & Conditions Privacy Like most textbooks, German textbooks can be quite pricey. Especially for students with a low-budget or those just looking for a good way to get started without breaking the bank, free online textbooks can be a good alternative.But where to find them?When you search online for free German
learning books,there are quite a lot of 19th century books from the public domain. Sadly, they often use outdated words and the indecipherable Fraktur typeface which makes them pretty useless to most learners and teachers. On the other hand there is also a handful of really good free ones out there with great introductions and exercises about core
German grammar and other topics, but they can sometimes be hard to find. This is why Ive collected my personal top 5 free German textbooks below:Deutsch im BlickDeutsch im Blick is an excellent free textbook for beginners. It was developed by the University of Texas and is just as good as many expensive German textbooks. It comes in PDF
format and has tons of additional (downloadable) and interactive materials. There are video clips, quizzes, quests, audio for pronunciation and comprehension practice and much more. By working through chapter 1-10 and the various materials anyone will be able to acquire basic German skills in no-time, free of charge.open this textbookVideo Audio
Exercises Format: PDF/HTMLA Foundation Course in Reading GermanWhile it doesnt have the audiovisual bells and whistles of Deutsch im Blick, this open online textbook by Howard Martin and Alan Ng still is a very solid and structured German textbook. Most importantly, it doesnt require any previous experience or knowledge, and will give you a
solid grasp of German grammar. Its mostly pure text which may seem bland it first, but the clean and concise presentation is its greatest strength. Whether you follow the table of contents in the sidebar or jump through links across the chapters, navigating through the content is a breeze! (Also features interactive exercises.)open this
textbookExercises Format: HTMLFSI German Basic CourseAnother excellent resource that shouldnt be missing in any post about free German textbooks is the FSI German Basic Course. This course was originally developed in the 1960s by the US governments Foreign Service Institute and is now in the public domain. It was designed by with absolute
beginners in mind. This book teaches the most basic vocabulary for daily situations, fundamental grammar and everything else youll need in the beginning. The presentation may seem a bit drab, but who needs glitzy graphics? This is still one of the best free German textbooks you can find on the net. The archive.org has both the original text in PDF,
EPUB, MOBI and other formats. In addition to that, there are little audio snippet which you can download asMP3s or stream.open this textbookopen the audiobookAudio Exercises Formats: HTML/EPUB/MOBI/PDFEssential GermanThis online textbook byEugene R. Moutoux, subtitled A No-Frills Approach to Reading and Writing German , actually
consists of four different books. Most of it is text, with the occasional image. By working through the various chapters, youll learn everything from basic grammar to fundamental vocabulary. Also, there are exercises and short stories for practicing reading skills. The presentation may be in need of an update. Most importantly, though, the content and
basic layout of the free edition provides a solid way to begin learning the German language.(In addition, a revised paperback edition apparently is available from the author for a fee.)open this textbookExercises Format: HTMLToms Deutschseitelve already mentioned this website in my article about German worksheets, but it also deserves a place
right here. Because apart from the excellent grammar explanations (in English) and worksheets to download or print, this website is as comprehensive as traditional textbooks and covers a lot of ground from grammar to spelling, basic vocabulary, pronunciation and more.open this textbookExercises Audio Format: PDF/HTMLWolkenkratzer Kursbuch
& ArbeitsbuchAnother cool free textbook is Wolkenkratzer (skyscraper). Its a full coursebook plus workbook, audio, video materials and exercises. What more do you want? Follow the link below and click on the Start button, then select Kursbuch (coursebook) or Arbeitsbuch (workbook) and choose a chapter. Additionally, you can also find short
German stories under Lesetexte and there are even Quizlet flashcards.open this textbookInteractive Exercises Audio Video Format: webGerman 101This German textbook by Rebecca Linam is a great choice for learners who prefer a multi-modal approach with various multimedia elements. Each chapter comes with short articles and dialogues to
enhance real-life communication skills. Moreover, it provides links to interactive video series for grammar and vocabulary review, as well as comic strips to offer visual examples to aid comprehension.The textbook also delves into German culture by linking to music from the 1980s to the present day, integrating grammar concepts to introduce
students to the countrys music culture. Additionally, it offers further resources for pronunciation practice, and concludes each chapter with proficiency interview practice, helping learners assess their progress.links to an interactive video series extra practice for each grammar concept. proficiency interviews after each chapter Formats: EPUB, PDF,
web versionopen this textbookEasy GermanThis fun 2008 textbook by Fiona Chandler, Katie Daynes and Nicole Irving provides a helpful introduction to the German language. Every page covers one topic: from nouns, adjectives, conditionals, etc., always with examples from everyday situations. This 128 page book is available as part of the free
lending program of the Internet Archive (renewable every hour). Simply look for the blue Borrow Button above the preview.open this textbookfull color illustrations additional online resources (linked) Format: web (free to borrow)Whats your favorite German textbook?Reviewed by Wendy Westphal, Associate Professor of German, Marian University
on 1/26/24Comprehensivenessrating:4see lessThis is an introduction to German text for students who have no prior knowledge of German. The book consists of 3 chapters. The first chapter is divided into thirteen subsections and the second and third chapters are divided into eight and seven sub-sections respectively. It is not clear why the division
into three chapters was chosen. As one would expect with an introductory language textbook, the text begins with greetings and how to make personal introductions and progresses through grammatical structures of increasing difficulty in the present tense, including stem-vowel change verbs and wissen vs. kennen. Nominative and accusative cases
are covered as well as modal verbs and word order. The grammatical topic of each of the subsections is listed at the top of the section itself. For easier reference, it would be helpful to have these topics also included in the table of contents. The written grammatical explanations are clear and to the point. The author includes a video of herself
teaching many of the grammar topics. The textbook provides assignments to build the four skills of language acquisition: reading, writing, listening and speaking. I recommend referencing the ACTFL Standards and the 5 Cs. Video explanations of grammar topics from a wide variety of sources (Easy German, Nicos Weg, Your German Teacher,
Beginning German and many more) enrich the text. In addition, pop songs are included near relevant grammar and vocabulary. Many grammar exercises are included for practice and prompts for writing assignments and conversation topics are given. Some sections could do with fewer exercises (for example the section on modal verbs). Each chapter
includes a chapter-specific German-English glossary (nouns are listed with their definite article and plural form). It would be helpful if, in addition to being organized by part of speech (all nouns are together, all verbs, etc), they were grouped by like topics. For example, in the glossary to Chapter 1, some words for family members are in the left
column and some are in the right column. In the Chapter 3 glossary, some animal terms are in the left column, some are in the right. It is not clear why they would be organized in this manner, rather than grouped together in like categories and arranged alphabetically. I appreciated that there is a comprehensive German-English dictionary of
approximately 1,500 terms at the back of the book, along with additional just for fun resources.Content Accuracyrating:4The only mistake in the text I found was including mchten in with the infinitive forms of the modal verbs. (It is the subjunctive II form of mgen.) One area of improvement I see is the inclusion of more cultural information about the
German-speaking countries and their peoples. This can be done in the reading texts, example sentences and through the selection of culturally-relevant images. Stock images are certainly better than no images, but photographs of real things and locations in German-speaking countries would be much more interesting. For example, the images in
section 1.11 could be of German-speakers doing the activity. For the images in this section, there could also be more racial diversity. In 2.4, images of recognizably German, Austrian or Swiss personalities would add to the students cultural knowledge. The images of clothing included something that looked like a Victorian era dress, but there was no
mention or illustration of traditional clothing (Tracht) in different German-speaking regions. Similarly, the images of reading materials in 2.2 could be German reading materials to be culturally relevant. Given the great interest in food, it would be beneficial to have a more extensive display of foods (not stock images, which are less engaging) in
section 2.2. It would also be good to group the vocabulary display in similar categories (all fruits together, vegetables together, meat, etc.) and include images of regional specialties. The images are drawn in different styles which sometimes feels a bit haphazard. Choosing images of a similar type (all stock images, all drawings or all photographs)
would give the vocabulary displays a more unified and professional feel.Relevance/Longevityrating:5Since this is a grammar-based text with few cultural references, the content will not be obsolete within a short period of time. The text is arranged in such a way that necessary updates will be relatively easy and straightforward to implement.
Clarityrating:4The text is written in accessible prose, and provides clear contexts for grammatical terminology used. The author provides some clever suggestions on how to learn certain grammar points (WAVEM and the suggestion to use German word order in English sentences in the future tense.) The text is all in the same font size. It would add to
the visual clarity of the subsections within a section have a larger font to indicate that a new topic is being introduced. In the Table of Contents, it would be helpful to have the topics of each section listed for quick reference. I have some suggestions for specific sections: 2.3 : Why is the conjugation of sein out of order (potentially confusing)?: (ist, bist,
sind, bin, seid). I would suggest writing it as: (bin, bist, sind, ist [etc]). It could be mentioned that there are other verbs that can also take a predicate nominative (werden, heien, etc.). 2.5 Ex. G: It would be clearer to write out the countries completely, rather than abbreviate some of the country names. 2.2, Ex. C: There could be a little more of an
explanation for gern (and nicht gern, auch gern & auch nicht gern). It would make sense to have this in section 1-11. The Easy German videos could be followed by activities based on the videos. Section 2-3 has six videos in a row about accusative case. Are all six necessary? Should the students be doing an activity based on the video? 3.5 Ex. Y: The
text could be used to communicate more specific cultural information. Sometimes there are five or six videos included about the same grammar topic (for example in 3.6 on wissen vs. kennen, there are 5 videos.) I assume they are included as a reference, but I would suggest the author choose one or two that she finds most effective and include those
and have exercises for the student to do based on the video. In the instructional videos from the author, the handwriting is sometimes a bit too small and difficult to read.Consistencyrating:4The text is internally consistent in terms of terminology and framework. The use of several different image styles (color stock photos, black-and-white drawings,
etc) in a single vocabulary display is distracting. The best option would be to have culturally-relevant photos from German-speaking countries. For consistency and clarity in 2.6, the English pronoun chart should follow the German chart. The English chart leaves out it and you, plural (likely because they are not different as direct objects), but to be
clear about the grammatical parallels, the chart format should be the same as that for German below it.Modularityrating:5This book is arranged into three chapters with a total of 29 sub-sections, each of which may be assigned separately over one or several days. The sections build naturally on each other, so it is best that the student work through
the book from the beginning to the end.Organization/Structure/Flowrating:4The topics in the text are presented in a logical, clear fashion. I think section 3.2 on the 24-hour clock might fit in better with the telling time section (2.1). The photographs of the Dom in Aachen and the train schedules are a welcome and refreshing visual addition. As
mentioned above, I suggest being more selective about which videos to include, rather than having multiple videos on the same grammar topic unless there is a specific reason.Interfacerating:4The book can be downloaded as a pdf or digital pdf, but the online textbook version is more interactive, since one can see and click directly on the videos in
the text. There are a couple of very minor differences in font: 3.1 In the command chart, the word hren is in a larger font and not aligned with the other verbs. In the same chart, I wonder why the author chose to list 29 verbs? Why not 20, 25 or 30? 3.3 The font of die Schlange & die Ameise is larger than that used for the other animal vocabulary
words. 3.4 Ex. F: The video link shows up as private and is not accessible.Grammatical Errorsrating:5I found no grammatical errors in the English text. The only German error I found was in 3.5 where mchten is listed as a modal verb.Cultural Relevancerating:4The text is not culturally insensitive or offensive. The text would be enriched by including
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