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Masters	in	clinical	psychology	california

Our	mission	at	UCLA	is	to	foster	knowledge	that	promotes	psychological	well-being	and	reduces	the	burden	of	mental	illness	and	problems	in	living,	ultimately	aiming	to	develop	leading	clinical	scientists	who	will	have	a	substantial	impact	on	the	field	of	psychology	and	the	lives	of	those	in	need.	We	strive	to	cultivate	critical	thinking,	innovation,	and
discovery	among	our	faculty	and	graduate	students,	with	a	focus	on	being	leaders	in	their	respective	fields	through	research,	practice,	policy,	and	education.	Guided	by	values	such	as	collaboration,	mutual	respect,	and	fairness,	we	prioritize	diversity	and	adhere	to	the	highest	ethical	standards.	Our	Clinical	Psychology	program	is	one	of	the	largest,
most	selective,	and	highly	regarded	programs	in	the	country,	aiming	to	produce	future	faculty,	researchers,	and	leaders	who	will	make	significant	contributions	to	clinical	science.	The	graduate	program	in	clinical	psychology	at	UCLA	attracts	accomplished	scholars	who	combine	expertise	in	research	and	practice	to	drive	knowledge	development	in
their	field.	These	academics,	empowered	by	data-driven	insights,	assume	leadership	positions	that	shape	the	direction	of	research	and	service	delivery	initiatives.	The	program's	tailored	supervision	approach	allows	students	to	navigate	various	roles,	offering	a	unique	blend	of	flexibility	and	structure.	Within	its	faculty-driven	framework,	UCLA	offers
diverse	specializations	including	child	psychopathology,	cognitive-behavior	therapy,	clinical	assessment,	adult	psychopathology,	family	dynamics,	community	psychology,	stress	management,	cognitive	neuroscience,	minority	mental	health,	and	health	psychology.	This	concentration	enables	students	to	delve	deeply	into	their	area	of	interest	while
ensuring	comprehensive	training.	The	six-year	program	at	UCLA	includes	a	one-year	internship	that	must	be	completed	on	campus,	with	coursework	and	clinical	practicum	training	woven	throughout	the	curriculum.	Clinical	supervision	is	provided	by	an	experienced	faculty	and	guest	clinicians	from	various	settings,	contributing	to	a	rich	and	diverse
learning	environment.	Students	engage	in	part-time	practicum	placements	for	four	and	a	half	years	before	embarking	on	their	required	one-year	full-time	internship.	The	UCLA	graduate	program	in	clinical	psychology	has	maintained	its	accreditation	since	1949	through	the	American	Psychological	Association	Commission	on	Accreditation.
Additionally,	it	holds	accreditation	from	PCSAS	(Psychological	Clinical	Science	Accreditation	System),	which	emphasizes	science-centered	education	and	training	to	advance	public	health	and	mental	well-being.	Our	clinical	psychology	program	at	UCLA	is	committed	to	training	leaders	in	mental	health	research,	practice,	and	policy	development.	We
aim	to	promote	equity	and	inclusion	while	adhering	to	ethical	standards.	However,	we	believe	that	current	APA	accreditation	requirements	limit	our	ability	to	adapt	to	evolving	scientific	evidence	and	student	needs.	We	are	considering	not	renewing	our	APA	accreditation	by	2028,	as	it	aligns	better	with	our	core	values	of	advancing	scientifically-based
training.	We	will	continue	to	monitor	key	criteria	that	impact	career	prospects	for	our	students.	For	example,	we're	working	with	the	Academy	of	Psychological	Clinical	Science	(APCS)	to	understand	implications	for	securing	predoctoral	internships	and	professional	licensure.	While	we	have	no	direct	influence	over	external	organizations,	we're	excited
to	shape	the	training	landscape	with	PCSAS-accredited	programs	like	ours.	Our	ongoing	monitoring	of	trends	in	clinical	psychology	training	is	encouraging,	but	evolving	circumstances	may	change	our	perspective	on	APA	re-accreditation	in	the	future.	Given	text	here	The	University	of	California	does	not	control	certification	requirements	and
licensure	standards	set	by	other	agencies	or	states.	Students	pursuing	licensure	in	another	state	must	ensure	their	University	of	California	program	meets	those	requirements.	This	is	due	to	federal	regulations.	The	UCLA	Clinical	Psychology	Program	is	designed	to	prepare	students	for	professional	licensure,	although	not	all	graduates	achieve	this
goal.	More	information	can	be	found	on	the	University's	website.	In	the	interest	of	fairness	and	respect,	trainees	are	expected	to	provide	culturally	sensitive	services	while	maintaining	the	client's	best	interests.	If	a	conflict	arises	due	to	personal	beliefs	or	values	limiting	service	delivery,	it	must	be	reported	to	the	Clinic	and	Placements	Committee.	The
committee	will	reassign	clients	if	necessary	and	request	a	plan	from	the	student	to	develop	competencies.	Conflicts	between	students	and	faculty	can	arise	but	should	be	addressed	through	consultation	with	advisors	and	department	leaders.	Students	can	seek	help	from	campus	offices	for	conflicts	and	need	to	address	issues	within	their	program	and
department	before	seeking	outside	resolution.	Psychologists	play	a	significant	role	in	mental	health	services,	conducting	tasks	like	assessing	patients,	diagnosing	conditions,	and	providing	psychotherapy.	The	distinction	between	psychologists	and	clinical	psychologists	lies	in	their	focus:	psychologists	tend	to	concentrate	on	research,	while	clinical
psychologists	focus	on	client	work.	In	California,	many	psychologists	require	a	doctoral	degree	for	certain	roles,	but	some	organizations	may	accept	those	with	a	master's	degree	as	preparation	for	the	next	step.	Institution	Overview:	-	CSU	Fullerton	offers	an	MS	in	Clinical	Science	program	that	combines	science	and	applied	clinical	training.	-
Students	prepare	to	enter	a	doctoral	psychology	program	or	apply	for	licensure	in	areas	like	counseling	or	therapy.	-	CSU	Northridge	provides	an	MA	in	Clinical	Psychology,	offering	a	well-rounded	curriculum	with	core	classes	and	options	for	clinical	fieldwork	experience.	-	Students	can	choose	between	the	37-unit	Clinical	Research	option	or	the	36-
unit	Clinical	Fieldwork	option,	with	only	12	spots	available	annually.	California	Lutheran	University,	San	Francisco	State	University,	Pepperdine	University,	Notre	Dame	De	Namur	University,	and	California	State	University	Dominguez	Hills	offer	Master	of	Science	or	Arts	programs	in	Clinical	Psychology	that	focus	on	preparing	students	for	a	career	in
the	mental	health	field.	####	-	Tuition	at	California	Lutheran	University	ranges	from	$2,743	per	semester.	-	Students	can	choose	between	full-time	or	part-time	options,	with	the	program	lasting	37-40	credits.	-	At	San	Francisco	State	University,	the	clinical	psychology	program	involves	two	years	of	full-time	study	and	prepares	students	for	either	the
Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	licensing	exam	or	a	doctoral	degree	in	psychology.	####	-	Tuition	at	Pepperdine	University	ranges	from	$77,720-$83,688	per	year,	with	options	to	complete	the	program	online	or	on-campus.	-	The	program	offers	a	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	emphasis,	and	placement	specialists	will	help	connect	students	with	local
training	opportunities.	####	-	Tuition	at	Notre	Dame	De	Namur	University	ranges	from	$998	per	unit,	totaling	37	units	in	the	program.	-	Students	can	choose	between	an	MS	in	Psychology	with	a	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	emphasis	or	a	Licensed	Professional	Clinical	Counselor	emphasis.	The	program	at	Vanguard	University	requires	students	to
complete	a	supervised	clinical	practicum	of	550	hours,	which	can	be	done	online	or	on-campus,	and	culminates	with	an	exam	or	thesis.	The	tuition	estimate	is	$18,940.	This	master's	degree	in	clinical	psychology	prepares	students	for	licensure	as	a	Marriage	and	Family	Therapist	or	Professional	Clinical	Counselor	in	California,	or	to	enter	a	doctoral
program.	At	Saybrook	University,	students	can	choose	from	various	specializations	within	the	MA	in	Humanistic	and	Clinical	Psychology	program,	including	Psychology,	Consciousness,	Spirituality,	Integrative	Health,	Creativity	Studies,	and	Existential	and	Humanistic	Psychology.	The	tuition	estimate	is	$1,514	per	credit.	Each	program	takes	2-3	years
to	complete.	The	MA	in	Clinical/Counseling	Psychology	at	CSU	University	San	Bernardino	focuses	on	practical	counseling	skills	using	current	research	methods.	Students	will	learn	how	to	work	with	clients	in	various	settings	and	be	prepared	for	doctoral	programs	or	a	career	as	a	Marriage	and	Family	Therapist.	The	tuition	estimate	is	$14,352.
Earning	a	California	master's	degree	in	clinical	psychology	can	lead	to	career	advancement	opportunities	and	rewarding	careers.	With	these	degrees,	students	can	pursue	licensure	as	a	Marriage	and	Family	Therapist	or	Professional	Clinical	Counselor,	providing	mental	health	psychotherapy	to	individuals	and	families	experiencing	struggles.	The
Master's	program	in	Clinical	Psychology	provides	essential	knowledge	for	aspiring	clinical	psychologists	to	pursue	a	doctoral	degree.	Earning	a	PhD	or	PsyD	is	one	of	the	most	prestigious	credentials	in	the	mental	health	field,	often	accompanied	by	high	salaries.	Investing	time	and	resources	in	this	program	can	be	a	worthwhile	investment,	as	it	equips
individuals	with	a	solid	foundation	for	a	rewarding	career.	Fortunately,	various	opportunities	exist	to	help	fund	graduate	studies	in	Clinical	Psychology.	Filling	out	the	Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA)	each	year	is	crucial,	as	it	determines	eligibility	for	federal	loans	and	grants	based	on	household	income	and	other	factors.	Many
universities	also	offer	financial	aid	directly	through	their	programs,	including	scholarships	and	grants.	Additionally,	online	resources	like	Psychology.org	provide	access	to	various	scholarship	opportunities.	The	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles	(UCLA)	Clinical	Psychology	program	is	highly	regarded	and	aims	to	produce	future	leaders	in	clinical
science.	Our	graduate	program	is	designed	for	clinicians	who	aim	to	advance	knowledge	on	mental	health	issues	through	research	and	practice.	Students	are	selected	based	on	their	interests,	academic	background,	letters	of	recommendation,	and	potential	for	a	career	in	clinical	science.	Upon	admission,	they	participate	in	faculty-led	research
projects	addressing	critical	psychological	well-being	topics	using	diverse	approaches.	The	Graduate	Program	in	Clinical	Psychology	at	UCLA	has	undergone	rigorous	accreditation	processes	to	ensure	its	commitment	to	evidence-based	training	and	innovative	approaches	to	addressing	mental	health	disparities.	The	program's	strong	ties	to	the
Psychological	Clinical	Science	Accreditation	System	(PCSAS)	reflect	its	dedication	to	science-centered	education,	which	enhances	the	scientific	knowledge	base	for	mental	and	behavioral	health	care.	With	PCSAS	accreditation,	UCLA's	clinical	psychology	program	remains	at	the	forefront	of	promoting	equity	and	inclusion	in	clinical	practice,	adhering
to	ethical	standards,	and	developing	collaborations	that	bridge	academia	and	clinical	service.	Our	department	will	continue	monitoring	factors	influencing	career	prospects	for	students	completing	our	doctoral	program	in	clinical	psychology	from	programs	accredited	only	by	PCSAS.	We're	exploring	implications	on	securing	top	predoctoral	internships
and	licensure	eligibility	across	North	America.	Although	we	can't	directly	control	these	external	organizations,	we're	excited	to	work	alongside	the	Academy	of	Psychological	Clinical	Science	(APCS)	and	other	leaders	to	shape	this	evolving	landscape.	Our	tracking	of	trends	in	clinical	psychology	training	is	encouraging	for	PCSAS-accredited	programs
like	ours,	but	changing	circumstances	may	lead	us	to	reconsider	seeking	APA	re-accreditation	in	the	future.	In	line	with	transparency	and	empowering	applicants	to	make	informed	choices,	we're	sharing	our	thoughts	on	these	issues.	Our	university's	programs	are	designed	to	prepare	students	for	California	licensure	and	certification	requirements,
but	admission	doesn't	guarantee	license	or	certificate	attainment.	Licensure	and	certification	standards	are	set	by	external	agencies	that	aren't	affiliated	with	the	University	of	California,	and	these	can	change	anytime.	Prospective	students	planning	to	pursue	licensure	or	certification	outside	California	must	determine	whether	completing	our
program	meets	their	state's	requirements.	This	disclosure	is	made	in	accordance	with	federal	regulations.	Although	our	program	isn't	specifically	designed	for	license	eligibility,	the	majority	of	our	graduates	do	become	professionally	licensed.	For	more	information	on	this	topic,	please	visit	.	In	keeping	with	our	values	of	collaboration,	respect,	and
fairness,	we	want	to	inform	prospective	and	current	trainees,	faculty,	supervisors,	and	the	public	that	our	students	are	required	to	understand	cultural	and	individual	diversity	in	psychology	and	provide	competent	services	to	diverse	individuals.	Our	primary	concern	is	always	the	client's	welfare.	If	a	conflict	arises	where	a	student's	beliefs	limit	their
ability	to	meet	this	requirement,	we'll	address	it	together	with	the	student	or	their	supervisor.	It	is	mandatory	to	submit	any	concerns	to	the	Clinic	and	Placements	Committee,	either	directly	or	via	an	intermediary	like	a	supervisor	or	clinical	faculty	member.	The	committee	will	adopt	a	developmental	approach,	taking	into	consideration	whether	a
student	has	acquired	sufficient	skills	to	provide	services	safely	and	effectively	for	clients	who	might	be	significantly	impacted.	If	this	is	not	possible	within	the	given	timeframe,	the	committee	will	consider	alternative	options	such	as	reassigning	the	client	or	requesting	a	revised	plan	from	the	trainee.


