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I	did	not	come	into	this	knitting	thing	easily.	I	paid	for	one	class	at	my	local	yarn	shop	(the	class	was	free	provided	I	bought	the	needles	and	yarn	from	the	store)	and	the	rest,	give	or	take	a	few	questions	Ive	learned	on	my	own	or	via	YouTube.YouTube	has	been	such	a	help	in	learning	to	knit	that	I	wanted	to	start	sharing	some	of	the	things	that	Ive
learned.One	of	the	biggest	problems	that	I	have	with	my	circular	knitting	needles	is	knitting	on	kinked-up,	stiff	cables.	This	only	happens	when	I	buy	certain	brands	of	needles	that	are	usually	found	in	chain	craft	stores	or	box	stores	like	Walmart.	I	dont	have	this	problem	when	I	buy	a	different	(read	more	expensive)	brand	of	needles	through	my	local
yarn	shop	but	I	cant	always	afford	them	and	I	have	a	huge	Freudian	ID	problem	and	PDD	(project	deficit	disorder)	when	it	comes	to	knitting	and	so	I	will	rush	out	and	buy	the	less	expensive	stiffer	circular	needles	in	order	to	get	my	project	started	sooner	than	later.This	of	course	results	in	lots	of	cursing	and	un-kinking	needles	as	I	knit	and	thats	when
the	PDD	sets	in	and	the	project	gets	tossed	aside.After	searching	Google	and	asking	Heather	what	to	do,	I	learned	that	you	can	heat	up	the	cable	on	the	circular	needle	in	order	to	achieve	a	more	flexible,	less	kinked	cable	definitely	easier	for	all	those	must-start-now	projects.	Unfortunately,	I	didnt	really	find	a	good	tutorial	so	I	decided	to	make	one	of
my	own.Youre	welcome.You	can	probably	(and	safely)	immerse	the	cables	in	water	a	third	time	but	Id	do	it	for	only	10	or	15	seconds	no	longer.Dont	submerge	them	all	the	way,	leave	a	bit	of	space	between	the	join	(where	the	cable	connects	to	the	needle	itself)	and	the	water.	It	is	possible	to	melt	the	glue	if	you	dont.Ive	straightened	a	number	of
circular	needles	this	way	and	its	been	a	relief	to	not	have	to	fight	my	circular	needles	every	time	I	want	to	work	in	the	round	or	on	a	large	project	like	a	blanket.Got	questions?	Dont	hesitate	to	ask	me	in	the	comments!	Knitting	with	stiff	cables	arent	any	fun,	and	with	twisted	ones	well,	dont	get	me	started	at	that!	There	are	a	few	hacks	you	can	use	to
soften	the	cable	on	your	circular	knitting	needles.	The	one	thing	all	these	methods	have	in	common	is	heat.	The	key	is	to	let	the	heat	soften	the	cable	and	then	straighten	it	if	needed.	Remember	to	be	careful	so	you	dont	burn	your	hands,	its	time	to	bring	out	the	oven	gloves!	Lets	go	through	the	tips	and	see	what	can	be	a	good	fit	to	solve	your
problem.	Hold	your	cable	under	the	tap	in	while	running	hot	water.	Cover	the	joints	where	the	needle	tips	connect	to	the	cable.	Otherwise,	water	can	get	in	there	harming	your	needles,	or	start	melting	the	glue.	If	youre	not	satisfied	with	the	results	achieved	by	your	warm	water	tap,	try	this	instead.	Boil	a	pot	of	water,	take	it	off	the	stove	and	then
soak	your	cable	in	the	warm	water.	(Be	careful	with	the	joints	so	you	dont	get	any	bad	surprises	later	on!)	Leave	the	cables	in	there	for	five	minutes	and	check	to	see	if	they	have	been	softened.	If	not,	try	tip	number	3	You	can	try	to	hold	the	cable	in	the	steam	above	a	pot	of	boiling	water	for	five	minutes,	or	more	if	needed.	Watch	out,	its	easy	to	get
burned	by	the	steam.	And	if	this	isnt	doing	the	trick,	I	have	one	more	ace	up	my	sleeve.	Keep	on	reading!	The	hairdryer	isnt	just	for	blowing	your	hair.	I	have	heard	people	also	use	it	to	dry	other	kinds	of	hair	blowing	up	under	the	towel	after	a	bath.	I	sure	hope	that	hasnt	happened	to	my	hairdryerIn	which	case,	you	can	also	use	it	to	heat	up	the	cable
of	your	circular	knitting	needles.	And	thats	a	much	better	use	for	it!	Straighten	out	your	needles	on	a	flat	surface,	like	a	table	or	countertop.	Place	something	on	the	tips	to	keep	everything	in	place.	Heat	the	cable	with	your	hairdryer.	Use	as	much	heat	as	possible,	and	move	the	hairdryer	along	the	cable	to	distribute	the	warmth	even.	Well,	not	all
cables	are	willing	to	be	tamed.	If	it	works	or	not	depends	on	the	material	in	the	cable.	I	have	also	experienced	that	cables	can	stiffen	with	time.	Or	could	this	just	be	me	getting	pickier	over	time?	I	dont	know,	but	thats	surely	possible!	I	have	a	great	solution	that	will	ensure	that	you	will	never	have	to	knit	with	a	stiff	cable	again.	A	solution	that	will
make	your	knitting	more	pleasurable	and	fun!	A	tip	that	will	make	your	magic	loops	truly	magic.	I	will	tell	you	about	my	absolute	favorite	amongst	knitting	needles.	Drumroll	please!	HiyaHiya	Interchangeable	Knitting	Needles.	Get	this	set,	you	will	not	regret	it!	I	have	knitted	on	my	HiyaHiya	needles	daily	for	years	and	they	are	still	as	new.	The	cables
are	smooth,	the	tips	are	shiny,	and	I	wish	all	knitters	a	set.	Unfortunately,	Im	not	that	rich,	so	you	will	have	to	buy	them	yourselves.	But	they	are	worth	every	penny.	>	Want	to	know	more?	Read	everything	about	these	needles	and	why	I	recommend	them	warmly	in	this	post.	Review:	HiyaHiya	interchangeable	knitting	needles	>	If	youre	already
convinced	that	these	needles	are	for	you:	Theyre	available	at	Amazon!	I	recently	bought	some	circular	needles,	however	they	are	hard	to	knit	with	because	the	wire	wants	to	curl	up	into	a	couple	of	little	circles	instead	of	just	one	circle.	I	am	wondering	if	anyone	knows	how	to	fix	this	problem	and	get	the	needles	to	stay	in	one	circle.	Thank	you	for	your
help.~Sheree	You	can	try	dipping	them	in	very	hot	water.	Its	not	a	perfect	solution,	but	it	might	help.	Once	you	have	enough	knitted	fabric	the	weight	will	hold	it	straighter,	too.BTWthere	are	brands	that	dont	curl.	Addi	Turbos	and	the	new	Knitpick	Options	are	great	for	that.	I	have	some	Crystal	Palace	ones	that	did	that	and	the	man	at	the	LYS	said	to
pull	them	across	the	steam	as	it	comes	out	of	your	kettle	the	Susan	Bates	ones	come	out	good	but	there	is	no	hope	for	the	Boye	needles	I	just	got	a	set	of	Addis	but	havent	used	them	yet	I	have	boiled	my	kettle	and	held	the	cord	in	there	for	a	few	seconds	and	out	again,	pulled	on	them	and	if	not	to	your	liking,	repeat	it.Toby	I	will	definately	try	this.	I
dont	have	a	kettle,	so	i	will	probablyjust	put	them	in	a	pot	of	hot	water.	If	it	doesnt	work,	I	will	buy	a	different	brand.	Thank	you	both	for	your	help.	Dont	give	up	on	them	completely.	Sticking	them	in	hot	water	then	letting	them	cool	straight	will	help.	Using	them	with	large	projects	will	too.	It	just	takes	time	and	they	wont	be	absolutely	straight,	but
wont	coil	up	on	you.sue	there	is	no	hope	for	the	Boye	needles	Im	so	glad	to	hear	you	say	that!	I	thought	it	was	just	me.	My	Boye	circs	have	a	mind	of	their	own.	Id	rather	hit	my	thumb	with	a	hammer	than	use	them.	JoeE:[quote=Mrs.	Columbo]there	is	no	hope	for	the	Boye	needles	Im	so	glad	to	hear	you	say	that!	I	thought	it	was	just	me.	My	Boye	circs
have	a	mind	of	their	own.	Id	rather	hit	my	thumb	with	a	hammer	than	use	them.[/quote]If	I	had	said	there	is	no	hope	for	Boyes	it	would	have	made	a	bad	impression	on	the	Male	Knitters.	:teehee:Toby	Ive	never	had	a	problem	straightening	circular	needles,	even	Boyes.I	bring	a	pot	of	water	to	a	full	rolling	boil.	When	its	ready,	I	turn	on	the	cold	water
faucet.	While	holding	the	needle	tips,	I	dunk	the	cable	into	the	water	for	a	few	seconds,	making	sure	it	gets	good	and	hot.	Then	I	hold	the	tips	apart	to	straighten	the	cable	and	run	it	under	the	cold	water	to	cool	it	rapidly	while	holding	it	straight.	Every	cable	as	come	out	straight	or	nearly	straight	for	me.	HTH!	Silver:gets	good	and	hot.	Then	I	hold	the
tips	apart	to	straighten	the	cable	and	run	it	under	the	cold	water	to	cool	it	rapidlyOnce	again	Im	amazed	at	how	clever	youse	guys	are	sometimes.	I	used	hot	water,	then	I	tried	to	stand	around	like	a	clove	on	a	ham	waiting	for	them	to	cool.	Wish	Id	thought	of	the	cold	water	idea.	Im	going	to	boil	my	Boyes	just	to	see	if	I	can	get	it	to	work.THANKS!
Word	of	cautionheat	only	the	cable.	If	using	boiling	water,	dont	dunk	the	joint	of	needle	and	cable.	This	topic	has	been	addressed	numerous	times	on	all	knitting-related	boards	so	you	may	run	across	more	ideas	in	other	threads	but	another	suggestion,	and	one	I	do,	is	to	heat	the	cable	with	blow	dryer.	If	doing	this	solo,	hold	one	needle	between	your
knees,	the	other	in	hand	while	running	dryer	up	and	down	length	of	cable.	Youll	literally	see	it	relax.	Then	just	hold	straight	for	the	few	secs	it	takes	to	cool.	Dont	store	coiled	as	itll	resume	its	old	form.cam	Yes	be	careful	of	putting	them	IN	the	water.	I	suppose	some	needles	would	be	fine	but	I	would	think	it	could	very	well	loosen	any	glue	that	is
holding	the	join.	And,	of	course,	putting	wood	needles	in	the	water	is	a	bad	idea	in	general.	JoeE:[quote=Mrs.	Columbo]there	is	no	hope	for	the	Boye	needles	Im	so	glad	to	hear	you	say	that!	I	thought	it	was	just	me.	My	Boye	circs	have	a	mind	of	their	own.	Id	rather	hit	my	thumb	with	a	hammer	than	use	them.[/quote]I	LOVE	the	hammer	comment	-
thats	how	I	was	feeling	with	my	circulars	-	just	didnt	have	the	proper	words!	Now	thanks	to	this	thread	I	too	know	what	to	do.	I	tried	Silvers	tip	on	using	boiling	water	then	cold	water	to	tame	the	cables	on	my	Boye	needles,	and	she	is	a	genius.	It	worked	so	well.	Now	my	Boye	circulars	are	my	current	favorite	needles.	Ive	always	liked	aluminum
needles	because	they	have	just	the	right	amount	of	drag	for	me.	Perfect	tips	and	well-behaved	cables.	Im	as	happy	as	a	pig	in	slop.Kudos	to	Silver	(first	the	amazing	sock	tutorial,	now	this!).	Knitting	with	stiff	cables	arent	any	fun,	and	with	twisted	ones	well,	dont	get	me	started	at	that!	There	are	a	few	hacks	you	can	use	to	soften	the	cable	on	your
circular	knitting	needles.	The	one	thing	all	these	methods	have	in	common	is	heat.	The	key	is	to	let	the	heat	soften	the	cable	and	then	straighten	it	if	needed.	Remember	to	be	careful	so	you	dont	burn	your	hands,	its	time	to	bring	out	the	oven	gloves!	Lets	go	through	the	tips	and	see	what	can	be	a	good	fit	to	solve	your	problem.	Hold	your	cable	under
the	tap	in	while	running	hot	water.	Cover	the	joints	where	the	needle	tips	connect	to	the	cable.	Otherwise,	water	can	get	in	there	harming	your	needles,	or	start	melting	the	glue.	If	youre	not	satisfied	with	the	results	achieved	by	your	warm	water	tap,	try	this	instead.	Boil	a	pot	of	water,	take	it	off	the	stove	and	then	soak	your	cable	in	the	warm	water.
(Be	careful	with	the	joints	so	you	dont	get	any	bad	surprises	later	on!)	Leave	the	cables	in	there	for	five	minutes	and	check	to	see	if	they	have	been	softened.	If	not,	try	tip	number	3	You	can	try	to	hold	the	cable	in	the	steam	above	a	pot	of	boiling	water	for	five	minutes,	or	more	if	needed.	Watch	out,	its	easy	to	get	burned	by	the	steam.	And	if	this	isnt
doing	the	trick,	I	have	one	more	ace	up	my	sleeve.	Keep	on	reading!	The	hairdryer	isnt	just	for	blowing	your	hair.	I	have	heard	people	also	use	it	to	dry	other	kinds	of	hair	blowing	up	under	the	towel	after	a	bath.	I	sure	hope	that	hasnt	happened	to	my	hairdryerIn	which	case,	you	can	also	use	it	to	heat	up	the	cable	of	your	circular	knitting	needles.	And
thats	a	much	better	use	for	it!	Straighten	out	your	needles	on	a	flat	surface,	like	a	table	or	countertop.	Place	something	on	the	tips	to	keep	everything	in	place.	Heat	the	cable	with	your	hairdryer.	Use	as	much	heat	as	possible,	and	move	the	hairdryer	along	the	cable	to	distribute	the	warmth	even.	Well,	not	all	cables	are	willing	to	be	tamed.	If	it	works
or	not	depends	on	the	material	in	the	cable.	I	have	also	experienced	that	cables	can	stiffen	with	time.	Or	could	this	just	be	me	getting	pickier	over	time?	I	dont	know,	but	thats	surely	possible!	I	have	a	great	solution	that	will	ensure	that	you	will	never	have	to	knit	with	a	stiff	cable	again.	A	solution	that	will	make	your	knitting	more	pleasurable	and	fun!
A	tip	that	will	make	your	magic	loops	truly	magic.	I	will	tell	you	about	my	absolute	favorite	amongst	knitting	needles.	Drumroll	please!	HiyaHiya	Interchangeable	Knitting	Needles.	Get	this	set,	you	will	not	regret	it!	I	have	knitted	on	my	HiyaHiya	needles	daily	for	years	and	they	are	still	as	new.	The	cables	are	smooth,	the	tips	are	shiny,	and	I	wish	all
knitters	a	set.	Unfortunately,	Im	not	that	rich,	so	you	will	have	to	buy	them	yourselves.	But	they	are	worth	every	penny.	>	Want	to	know	more?	Read	everything	about	these	needles	and	why	I	recommend	them	warmly	in	this	post.	Review:	HiyaHiya	interchangeable	knitting	needles	>	If	youre	already	convinced	that	these	needles	are	for	you:	Theyre
available	at	Amazon!	Knitting	with	stiff	cables	arent	any	fun,	and	with	twisted	ones	well,	dont	get	me	started	at	that!	There	are	a	few	hacks	you	can	use	to	soften	the	cable	on	your	circular	knitting	needles.	The	one	thing	all	these	methods	have	in	common	is	heat.	The	key	is	to	let	the	heat	soften	the	cable	and	then	straighten	it	if	needed.	Remember	to
be	careful	so	you	dont	burn	your	hands,	its	time	to	bring	out	the	oven	gloves!	Lets	go	through	the	tips	and	see	what	can	be	a	good	fit	to	solve	your	problem.	Hold	your	cable	under	the	tap	in	while	running	hot	water.	Cover	the	joints	where	the	needle	tips	connect	to	the	cable.	Otherwise,	water	can	get	in	there	harming	your	needles,	or	start	melting	the
glue.	If	youre	not	satisfied	with	the	results	achieved	by	your	warm	water	tap,	try	this	instead.	Boil	a	pot	of	water,	take	it	off	the	stove	and	then	soak	your	cable	in	the	warm	water.	(Be	careful	with	the	joints	so	you	dont	get	any	bad	surprises	later	on!)	Leave	the	cables	in	there	for	five	minutes	and	check	to	see	if	they	have	been	softened.	If	not,	try	tip
number	3	You	can	try	to	hold	the	cable	in	the	steam	above	a	pot	of	boiling	water	for	five	minutes,	or	more	if	needed.	Watch	out,	its	easy	to	get	burned	by	the	steam.	And	if	this	isnt	doing	the	trick,	I	have	one	more	ace	up	my	sleeve.	Keep	on	reading!	The	hairdryer	isnt	just	for	blowing	your	hair.	I	have	heard	people	also	use	it	to	dry	other	kinds	of	hair
blowing	up	under	the	towel	after	a	bath.	I	sure	hope	that	hasnt	happened	to	my	hairdryerIn	which	case,	you	can	also	use	it	to	heat	up	the	cable	of	your	circular	knitting	needles.	And	thats	a	much	better	use	for	it!	Straighten	out	your	needles	on	a	flat	surface,	like	a	table	or	countertop.	Place	something	on	the	tips	to	keep	everything	in	place.	Heat	the
cable	with	your	hairdryer.	Use	as	much	heat	as	possible,	and	move	the	hairdryer	along	the	cable	to	distribute	the	warmth	even.	Well,	not	all	cables	are	willing	to	be	tamed.	If	it	works	or	not	depends	on	the	material	in	the	cable.	I	have	also	experienced	that	cables	can	stiffen	with	time.	Or	could	this	just	be	me	getting	pickier	over	time?	I	dont	know,	but
thats	surely	possible!	I	have	a	great	solution	that	will	ensure	that	you	will	never	have	to	knit	with	a	stiff	cable	again.	A	solution	that	will	make	your	knitting	more	pleasurable	and	fun!	A	tip	that	will	make	your	magic	loops	truly	magic.	I	will	tell	you	about	my	absolute	favorite	amongst	knitting	needles.	Drumroll	please!	HiyaHiya	Interchangeable
Knitting	Needles.	Get	this	set,	you	will	not	regret	it!	I	have	knitted	on	my	HiyaHiya	needles	daily	for	years	and	they	are	still	as	new.	The	cables	are	smooth,	the	tips	are	shiny,	and	I	wish	all	knitters	a	set.	Unfortunately,	Im	not	that	rich,	so	you	will	have	to	buy	them	yourselves.	But	they	are	worth	every	penny.	>	Want	to	know	more?	Read	everything
about	these	needles	and	why	I	recommend	them	warmly	in	this	post.	Review:	HiyaHiya	interchangeable	knitting	needles	>	If	youre	already	convinced	that	these	needles	are	for	you:	Theyre	available	at	Amazon!	Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all
cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,
please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Hot	waterPaper	towelsCooking	potHairdryerClamps	Dry	heat	or	hot	water	can	soften	circular	knitting	needle	cables.	Circular	knitting	needles	are	connected	by	a	plastic	or	nylon	cable	that	joins	each	needle's	base.	These	needles	enable	knitters	to	knit	large	items,	such	as	afghans,	in	one	piece,	or
to	knit	a	sweater	seamlessly.	They	also	can	be	used	to	knit	small,	round	circumferences,	such	as	hats,	socks	and	sleeves.	Many	circular	needles	are	packaged	with	the	cable	in	a	coil,	which	can	cause	it	to	curl	on	itself	or	twist	the	knitting.	Additionally,	new	cables	can	be	stiff	and	require	softening	prior	to	use.	Fortunately,	a	wide	variety	of	techniques
are	available	to	help	with	this	issue.	Not	all	of	those	techniques	need	to	be	used	in	order	to	soften	the	cable,	however.	Use	one	technique,	and	if	it	doesn't	work,	try	another	technique.	Place	the	cable	under	hot	water.	Turn	on	the	hot	water	tap	in	your	sink.	Hold	the	knitting	needles	at	the	joint	between	the	cable	and	needle	with	paper	towels	to
prevent	water	from	entering	and	harming	the	needles	or	dissolving	the	glue	in	the	joint.	Run	the	center	part	of	the	cable	under	hot	water	until	it	begins	to	soften.	Steam	the	needles.	Bring	a	pot	of	water	to	boil	on	your	stove.	Pull	your	circular	knitting	needles	taut,	and	hold	them	over	the	steam	rising	from	the	boiling	water	for	at	least	five	minutes.
Take	care	not	to	burn	yourself	with	the	steam.	The	heat	from	the	water	will	soften	the	plastic	in	the	cable,	making	it	more	pliable	and	easier	to	uncoil.	Soak	the	cable	in	hot	water.	Let	boiling	water	cool	slightly.	Then	place	the	cable	directly	into	the	hot	water,	without	allowing	the	water	reach	the	joint	between	the	cable	and	the	needle.	Let	the	cable
soak	for	five	minutes,	and	then	test	whether	or	not	it	softened.	Heat	the	cable	with	a	hairdryer.	Straighten	the	needles,	and	clamp	them	carefully	to	a	flat	surface	such	as	a	table.	Set	a	hairdryer	to	its	hottest	setting,	and	direct	its	heat	onto	the	cable.	Move	the	hairdryer	back	and	forth	across	the	cable	for	a	few	minutes,	or	until	it	begins	to	soften.	Do
you	have	too	few	stitches	to	fit	the	cable?	Or,	in	other	words,	are	your	circular	needle	too	long?	This	was	a	big	issue	for	me	when	I	was	first	starting	out	with	circular	needles.	But	I	figured	it	out.	And	now	Im	sharing	my	top	three	tips	with	you	Fellow	Knitters!	Use	a	circular	needle	with	a	shorter	cable	Or,	use	two	(!)	circular	knitting	needles	This	is	my
favorite!	Try	some	magic	or	at	least	magic	loop	Some	of	us	like	to	read,	some	like	to	watch	videos,	and	some	do	both!This	video	explains	how	to	work	with	a	circular	needle	thats	too	long	Do	you	like	to	see	more	video	tutorials	like	this?	Subscribe	to	my	Youtube	channel!	This	is	the	most	obvious	solution.	But	not	always	the	best.	It	can	be	a	bit	fiddly	to
knit	with	a	really	short	cable,	you	dont	have	so	much	room	to	move	your	tips.	And	if	youre	just	starting	out	with	circular	needles	I	bet	you	dont	have	a	bunch	of	extra	needles	laying	around	in	different	lengths.	If	you	happen	to	have	another	needle	in	the	same	size	you	can	use	them	both.	It	may	sound	a	bit	Ludacris	to	add	another	needle	in	the	game	if
one	needle	is	too	much.	But	bear	with	me!	Knit	the	stitches	from	one	needle	over	to	the	other.	When	you	are	out	of	stitches,	knit	them	back	on	the	first	needle,	always	knitting	round,	in	the	same	direction.	This	same	technique	can	also	be	used	if	you	have	the	opposite	problem	too	MANY	stitches	to	fit	on	your	cable!	Actually,	this	knitting	method	or
hack	is	so	darn	simple	its	a	bit	funny	it	even	has	a	name.	But	its	also	crazy	useful!	Divide	your	stitches	approx	half	by	half	and	pull	the	cable	out	between	them.	There	will	be	a	bit	of	a	stretch	between	the	stitches,	but	thats	nothing	to	worry	about	right	now.	Push	the	stitches	along	the	cable	so	you	have	the	ones	youre	going	to	knit	on	the	left	tip.	On
the	right	tip,	you	will	have	the	other	half	of	the	stitches.	Pull	the	right	needle	to	create	a	second	loop	and	give	you	cable	enough	to	move	freely.	Join	your	stitches.	Learn	to	join	in	the	round	here!	Knit	up	to	the	loop.	Pull	your	cable	to	push	new	stitches	to	the	empty	needle	tip.	Then	you	pull	the	right	tip	to	create	a	new	loop	and	continue	knitting.
Remember	to	check	the	tension	of	the	stitches	nearest	to	the	loops.	You	may	have	to	pull	the	yarn	or	relax	the	tension	a	bit	to	prevent	ladders	where	the	loops	are.	This	will	only	work	with	a	flexible	cable.	Some	cables	are	stiffer,	dont	choose	those	needles	for	this	method.	Things	will	get	much	harder	than	they	have	to	be,	and	the	result	will	not	be	as
even	as	you	wish	for.	With	a	stiff	cable,	there	will	be	a	ladder	effect	where	the	loops	have	been.	Sometimes	you	can	soften	the	cables	with	heat,	look	at	the	reading	tips	below	to	find	a	post	teaching	you	how	this	can	be	done.	Your	next	read:>	Reviewing	my	HiyaHiya	needles	after	7	years	of	daily	use!>	How	to	Soften	the	cable	of	your	circular	needle>
Circular	Knitting	Needles	for	beginners	+	video	tutorial!	Knitting	with	stiff	cables	arent	any	fun,	and	with	twisted	ones	well,	dont	get	me	started	at	that!	There	are	a	few	hacks	you	can	use	to	soften	the	cable	on	your	circular	knitting	needles.	The	one	thing	all	these	methods	have	in	common	is	heat.	The	key	is	to	let	the	heat	soften	the	cable	and	then
straighten	it	if	needed.	Remember	to	be	careful	so	you	dont	burn	your	hands,	its	time	to	bring	out	the	oven	gloves!	Lets	go	through	the	tips	and	see	what	can	be	a	good	fit	to	solve	your	problem.	Hold	your	cable	under	the	tap	in	while	running	hot	water.	Cover	the	joints	where	the	needle	tips	connect	to	the	cable.	Otherwise,	water	can	get	in	there
harming	your	needles,	or	start	melting	the	glue.	If	youre	not	satisfied	with	the	results	achieved	by	your	warm	water	tap,	try	this	instead.	Boil	a	pot	of	water,	take	it	off	the	stove	and	then	soak	your	cable	in	the	warm	water.	(Be	careful	with	the	joints	so	you	dont	get	any	bad	surprises	later	on!)	Leave	the	cables	in	there	for	five	minutes	and	check	to	see
if	they	have	been	softened.	If	not,	try	tip	number	3	You	can	try	to	hold	the	cable	in	the	steam	above	a	pot	of	boiling	water	for	five	minutes,	or	more	if	needed.	Watch	out,	its	easy	to	get	burned	by	the	steam.	And	if	this	isnt	doing	the	trick,	I	have	one	more	ace	up	my	sleeve.	Keep	on	reading!	The	hairdryer	isnt	just	for	blowing	your	hair.	I	have	heard
people	also	use	it	to	dry	other	kinds	of	hair	blowing	up	under	the	towel	after	a	bath.	I	sure	hope	that	hasnt	happened	to	my	hairdryerIn	which	case,	you	can	also	use	it	to	heat	up	the	cable	of	your	circular	knitting	needles.	And	thats	a	much	better	use	for	it!	Straighten	out	your	needles	on	a	flat	surface,	like	a	table	or	countertop.	Place	something	on	the
tips	to	keep	everything	in	place.	Heat	the	cable	with	your	hairdryer.	Use	as	much	heat	as	possible,	and	move	the	hairdryer	along	the	cable	to	distribute	the	warmth	even.	Well,	not	all	cables	are	willing	to	be	tamed.	If	it	works	or	not	depends	on	the	material	in	the	cable.	I	have	also	experienced	that	cables	can	stiffen	with	time.	Or	could	this	just	be	me
getting	pickier	over	time?	I	dont	know,	but	thats	surely	possible!	I	have	a	great	solution	that	will	ensure	that	you	will	never	have	to	knit	with	a	stiff	cable	again.	A	solution	that	will	make	your	knitting	more	pleasurable	and	fun!	A	tip	that	will	make	your	magic	loops	truly	magic.	I	will	tell	you	about	my	absolute	favorite	amongst	knitting	needles.
Drumroll	please!	HiyaHiya	Interchangeable	Knitting	Needles.	Get	this	set,	you	will	not	regret	it!	I	have	knitted	on	my	HiyaHiya	needles	daily	for	years	and	they	are	still	as	new.	The	cables	are	smooth,	the	tips	are	shiny,	and	I	wish	all	knitters	a	set.	Unfortunately,	Im	not	that	rich,	so	you	will	have	to	buy	them	yourselves.	But	they	are	worth	every	penny.
>	Want	to	know	more?	Read	everything	about	these	needles	and	why	I	recommend	them	warmly	in	this	post.	Review:	HiyaHiya	interchangeable	knitting	needles	>	If	youre	already	convinced	that	these	needles	are	for	you:	Theyre	available	at	Amazon!	Do	you	have	a	brand	new	set	of	circular	knitting	needles	or	cabled	Tunisian	crochet	hooks?	If	so,
youll	benefit	from	this	super	quick	tip	for	straightening	those	cords	before	using	them.	Its	almost	too	easy!How	to	Unkink	Circular	Knitting	and	Tunisian	Crochet	CordsIf	youre	reading	this,	you	must	really	love	yarn.	As	fiber	enthusiasts	we	know	that	little	compares	to	working	with	a	fancy	new	set	of	knitting	needles	or	crochet	hooks.	That	being	said,
when	you	have	new	circular	knitting	needles	or	the	cabled	hooks	used	for	Tunisian	crocheting,	it	can	be	a	pain	(literally)	to	work	with	kinked	or	coiled	cords.This	tutorial	will	teach	you	how	to	unkink	the	stiff	cords	or	cables	to	relieve	the	stress	on	your	wrists	while	you	work.When	the	cords	are	new	and	curled	or	kinked,	the	bulk	of	the	fabric	tends	to
sit	right	at	your	wrists.	The	weight	of	that	fabric	causes	extra	strain	and	stress	on	your	wrist	and	forearm.You	may	also	notice	that	you	need	to	grip	the	crochet	hook	more	tightly	than	usual	to	keep	the	hook	from	rotating	as	you	work.	Your	hand	can	get	sore	as	a	result.This	wont	be	as	noticeable	with	the	knitting	needles	since	the	orientation	doesnt
matter	as	it	does	with	a	hook,	but	the	coil	in	the	cabled	hook	really	pulls	the	work	to	one	side	making	you	have	to	struggle	to	add	more	stitches.	Im	sure	I	am	not	alone	when	I	say	there	has	got	to	be	a	better	way.	One	that	doesnt	take	away	from	your	knitting	or	crocheting	time	because	of	fatigue.Note:	You	may	also	benefit	from	this	Pillow	Support
pattern	and	the	stretches	in	this	article.Straightening	these	cords	and/or	cables	is	so	easy	All	you	need	is	steam.	Whether	that	steam	comes	from	a	boiling	pot	on	the	stove	or	a	garment	steamer	(like	the	one	I	use	for	blocking	my	finished	work)	it	will	work	all	the	same.	We'll	email	this	post	to	you,	so	you	can	come	back	to	it	when	you're	ready.	For	this
tutorial	I	am	straightening	the	cords	on	my	Radiant	Tunisian	Crochet	Hook	set.The	cord	length	does	not	matter.	Some	cords	or	cables	can	be	up	to	60	long,	and	circled	around	several	times	on	themselves.	The	steam	will	relax	and	uncurl	the	cord,	and	straightening	this	cable	makes	all	the	difference.To	relax	circular	knitting	needles	or	Tunisian
Crochet	cables	you	will	either:Hold	the	cable	above	a	pot	of	boiling	water.	Simply	set	a	pot	to	boil	and	once	the	steam	starts	rolling,	CAREFULLY	hold	each	end	of	the	cord	above	the	pot.	Hold	the	cable	taut	while	allowing	the	heat	and	steam	to	do	their	magic.Submerge	the	cable	in	hot	water	(not	the	hook	or	the	needle,	just	the	cord),	and	wait	about	5
minutes.	A	microwaved	tupperware	full	of	water	will	suffice.Use	a	garment	steamer	and	hold	the	ends	of	the	cords	taut	in	front,	being	careful	not	to	burn	your	fingers.	This	is	by	far	my	favorite	method.That	is	it!	I	cant	believe	that	I	crocheted	with	kinked	cords	for	so	long	when	it	really	is	this	easy.	I	hope	this	tutorial	helps	you,	and	that	youll	use	one
of	these	Tunisian	crochet	patterns	that	require	a	cabled	hook.Tunisian	Basket	Weave	Blanket:	Free	Crochet	PatternTunisian	Sunrise	Crochet	Tank	TopTunisian	Knit	Short	Row	CardiKnitting	with	stiff	cables	arent	any	fun,	and	with	twisted	ones	well,	dont	get	me	started	at	that!	There	are	a	few	hacks	you	can	use	to	soften	the	cable	on	your	circular
knitting	needles.	The	one	thing	all	these	methods	have	in	common	is	heat.	The	key	is	to	let	the	heat	soften	the	cable	and	then	straighten	it	if	needed.	Remember	to	be	careful	so	you	dont	burn	your	hands,	its	time	to	bring	out	the	oven	gloves!	Lets	go	through	the	tips	and	see	what	can	be	a	good	fit	to	solve	your	problem.	Hold	your	cable	under	the	tap
in	while	running	hot	water.	Cover	the	joints	where	the	needle	tips	connect	to	the	cable.	Otherwise,	water	can	get	in	there	harming	your	needles,	or	start	melting	the	glue.	If	youre	not	satisfied	with	the	results	achieved	by	your	warm	water	tap,	try	this	instead.	Boil	a	pot	of	water,	take	it	off	the	stove	and	then	soak	your	cable	in	the	warm	water.	(Be
careful	with	the	joints	so	you	dont	get	any	bad	surprises	later	on!)	Leave	the	cables	in	there	for	five	minutes	and	check	to	see	if	they	have	been	softened.	If	not,	try	tip	number	3	You	can	try	to	hold	the	cable	in	the	steam	above	a	pot	of	boiling	water	for	five	minutes,	or	more	if	needed.	Watch	out,	its	easy	to	get	burned	by	the	steam.	And	if	this	isnt	doing
the	trick,	I	have	one	more	ace	up	my	sleeve.	Keep	on	reading!	The	hairdryer	isnt	just	for	blowing	your	hair.	I	have	heard	people	also	use	it	to	dry	other	kinds	of	hair	blowing	up	under	the	towel	after	a	bath.	I	sure	hope	that	hasnt	happened	to	my	hairdryerIn	which	case,	you	can	also	use	it	to	heat	up	the	cable	of	your	circular	knitting	needles.	And	thats
a	much	better	use	for	it!	Straighten	out	your	needles	on	a	flat	surface,	like	a	table	or	countertop.	Place	something	on	the	tips	to	keep	everything	in	place.	Heat	the	cable	with	your	hairdryer.	Use	as	much	heat	as	possible,	and	move	the	hairdryer	along	the	cable	to	distribute	the	warmth	even.	Well,	not	all	cables	are	willing	to	be	tamed.	If	it	works	or	not
depends	on	the	material	in	the	cable.	I	have	also	experienced	that	cables	can	stiffen	with	time.	Or	could	this	just	be	me	getting	pickier	over	time?	I	dont	know,	but	thats	surely	possible!	I	have	a	great	solution	that	will	ensure	that	you	will	never	have	to	knit	with	a	stiff	cable	again.	A	solution	that	will	make	your	knitting	more	pleasurable	and	fun!	A	tip
that	will	make	your	magic	loops	truly	magic.	I	will	tell	you	about	my	absolute	favorite	amongst	knitting	needles.	Drumroll	please!	HiyaHiya	Interchangeable	Knitting	Needles.	Get	this	set,	you	will	not	regret	it!	I	have	knitted	on	my	HiyaHiya	needles	daily	for	years	and	they	are	still	as	new.	The	cables	are	smooth,	the	tips	are	shiny,	and	I	wish	all
knitters	a	set.	Unfortunately,	Im	not	that	rich,	so	you	will	have	to	buy	them	yourselves.	But	they	are	worth	every	penny.	>	Want	to	know	more?	Read	everything	about	these	needles	and	why	I	recommend	them	warmly	in	this	post.	Review:	HiyaHiya	interchangeable	knitting	needles	>	If	youre	already	convinced	that	these	needles	are	for	you:	Theyre
available	at	Amazon!	Knitting	with	stiff	cables	arent	any	fun,	and	with	twisted	ones	well,	dont	get	me	started	at	that!	There	are	a	few	hacks	you	can	use	to	soften	the	cable	on	your	circular	knitting	needles.	The	one	thing	all	these	methods	have	in	common	is	heat.	The	key	is	to	let	the	heat	soften	the	cable	and	then	straighten	it	if	needed.	Remember	to
be	careful	so	you	dont	burn	your	hands,	its	time	to	bring	out	the	oven	gloves!	Lets	go	through	the	tips	and	see	what	can	be	a	good	fit	to	solve	your	problem.	Hold	your	cable	under	the	tap	in	while	running	hot	water.	Cover	the	joints	where	the	needle	tips	connect	to	the	cable.	Otherwise,	water	can	get	in	there	harming	your	needles,	or	start	melting	the
glue.	If	youre	not	satisfied	with	the	results	achieved	by	your	warm	water	tap,	try	this	instead.	Boil	a	pot	of	water,	take	it	off	the	stove	and	then	soak	your	cable	in	the	warm	water.	(Be	careful	with	the	joints	so	you	dont	get	any	bad	surprises	later	on!)	Leave	the	cables	in	there	for	five	minutes	and	check	to	see	if	they	have	been	softened.	If	not,	try	tip
number	3	You	can	try	to	hold	the	cable	in	the	steam	above	a	pot	of	boiling	water	for	five	minutes,	or	more	if	needed.	Watch	out,	its	easy	to	get	burned	by	the	steam.	And	if	this	isnt	doing	the	trick,	I	have	one	more	ace	up	my	sleeve.	Keep	on	reading!	The	hairdryer	isnt	just	for	blowing	your	hair.	I	have	heard	people	also	use	it	to	dry	other	kinds	of	hair
blowing	up	under	the	towel	after	a	bath.	I	sure	hope	that	hasnt	happened	to	my	hairdryerIn	which	case,	you	can	also	use	it	to	heat	up	the	cable	of	your	circular	knitting	needles.	And	thats	a	much	better	use	for	it!	Straighten	out	your	needles	on	a	flat	surface,	like	a	table	or	countertop.	Place	something	on	the	tips	to	keep	everything	in	place.	Heat	the
cable	with	your	hairdryer.	Use	as	much	heat	as	possible,	and	move	the	hairdryer	along	the	cable	to	distribute	the	warmth	even.	Well,	not	all	cables	are	willing	to	be	tamed.	If	it	works	or	not	depends	on	the	material	in	the	cable.	I	have	also	experienced	that	cables	can	stiffen	with	time.	Or	could	this	just	be	me	getting	pickier	over	time?	I	dont	know,	but
thats	surely	possible!	I	have	a	great	solution	that	will	ensure	that	you	will	never	have	to	knit	with	a	stiff	cable	again.	A	solution	that	will	make	your	knitting	more	pleasurable	and	fun!	A	tip	that	will	make	your	magic	loops	truly	magic.	I	will	tell	you	about	my	absolute	favorite	amongst	knitting	needles.	Drumroll	please!	HiyaHiya	Interchangeable
Knitting	Needles.	Get	this	set,	you	will	not	regret	it!	I	have	knitted	on	my	HiyaHiya	needles	daily	for	years	and	they	are	still	as	new.	The	cables	are	smooth,	the	tips	are	shiny,	and	I	wish	all	knitters	a	set.	Unfortunately,	Im	not	that	rich,	so	you	will	have	to	buy	them	yourselves.	But	they	are	worth	every	penny.	>	Want	to	know	more?	Read	everything
about	these	needles	and	why	I	recommend	them	warmly	in	this	post.	Review:	HiyaHiya	interchangeable	knitting	needles	>	If	youre	already	convinced	that	these	needles	are	for	you:	Theyre	available	at	Amazon!	

Cable	increase	knitting.	How	to	do	cable	knitting	stitch.	Knit	cable	decrease.	How	to	soften	stiff	cables.	How	to	knit	cables	for	beginners.	How	to	soften	knitted	items.	Knitting	cable	too	long.
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