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Everyone knows how to use a record player, don’t they? Yes, I suppose anyone can use them. But not everyone knows how to use one correctly. And if you use it incorrectly, you can cause damage to a precious record. If you’'re thinking of buying a turntable, or you already have one, it is important you know how to use your record player correctly.
That’s why I decided to write an entire article on the subject. Not only will you learn how to use a turntable, you will also learn the major components and how they work together to take sound information from a vinyl disc and bring it to our ears via a set of speaker. I also cover some frequently asked questions toward the end of the article. If you
have additional questions, feel free to leave a comment, as always. How To Use A Record Player If you want to learn how set up a record player and use it correctly, you first need to understand its basic components. Regardless of the make or model, whether it’s a modern unit, or a vintage-style record player from the 1960s like this suitcase-style
player from Wockoder, most models come equipped with the same components. Basic Record Player Design The platter, also confusingly referred to as the turntable, is one component that every record player shares. It holds the vinyl records and spins them at a consistent speed. The record’s platter can be made out of aluminum or other type of
metal. Some manufacturers will cover the platters with a thick felt or plastic in order to prevent static or scratches, which can damage a record. One of the most important parts on any record player is the arm. It contains two important components that are needed to play a record: the needle and the cartridge. The needle is equipped with a diamond
tip and runs along the grooves of the record, creating vibrations that are then transmitted to the cartridge. The cartridge contains a magnetic field and transforms the vibrations into an electrical signal. This electrical signal is then amplified so that it can be sent to the speakers for output. Some audiophiles will upgrade both the arm and the needle,
using vintage or modern alternatives. This can get pretty pricey, but nothing does more to improve sound quality than a good tonearm, needle and cartridge combination. Preamp If you’'re new to vinyl records scene and you're looking for a your first record player, it’s usually best to start off with a turntable with a built-in preamp. There are many
beginner-friendly, entry-level models that come equipped with a preamp. If your unit does not have a built-in pre-amplifier, you will need to buy a phono preamplifier separately to convert the phono signal into a line level signal that can be processed and made ready for output to the speakers (which requires it being amplified once more in an
amplifier). Essentially, the preamp boosts the weak signal from a record player to the same level as other sound signals. Purchasing a model with a built-in preamp makes it much easier to get your player set up and ready for use. More on record player preamps here. Speakers If you get a record player that comes equipped with built-in speakers, you
can start listening to records right away. If not, you’ll need external speakers. And to be honest, even if your unit has speakers, you will probably still want a good set of external speakers. The built-in speakers generally don’t get very loud and leave a lot to be desired, in terms of sound quality. Setting up the speakers is pretty straightforward, if you
have a record player with a built-in preamp. All you have to do is plug the speakers directly into the record player using the red and white RCA cables. Some models, like the Victrola Aviator, come with a 3.5 millimeter line out jack that you can use to wire external speakers. If you have an external preamp make sure that both the record player and
speakers are hooked up correctly to the preamp. The turntable connects to the input and the speakers (or the amplifier, if the speakers are not powered) connect to the output. Some record players also come equipped with Bluetooth connectivity, which can send music from the player to wireless speakers. Or you can stream music from a Bluetooth
enabled device and play it over the record player’s built-in speakers. Bluetooth connectivity essentially eliminates the need for extra wires and cables, so your set up will look nice and clean. It also has a longer range than any normal cable. In order to use this feature, just connect a device or speaker to your record player using the Bluetooth setting
and simply press play. That’s how easy it is. Finally, you also have the option of connecting to a PC via a USB cable. Computer speakers are never great, so this option is far from ideal. Read “How To Play USB Turntable Through Computer Speakers” to learn how to set it up. Record Player Speeds Understanding the different speed options for your
record player, and the different types of discs, is also important. Records are designed to play at a few different speeds; 78, 45, and 33 1/3 RPM. The speeds are measured based on the number of rotations the record will make per minute. This is referred to as rotations per minute, or simply RPM. The majority of the time you’ll probably listen to full
length albums, which measure twelve inches in diameter. These records are designed to spin at 33 1/3, which is the default setting for most turntables. If you want to play a twelve-inch record, then you won’t even need to worry about adjusting the speed. However, if you want to play a seven-inch record, then you’ll need to adjust the speed to 45
RPM. If you don’t, it will sound distorted. 78 RPM records were produced way back in 1895 up until 1955 and aren’t in production these days, so you probably won’t have to worry about dealing with 78s, unless you possess very old records. Many new models don’t even come with a 78 RPM speed option. They just couldn’t hold a lot of music. How To
Play A Record Player Playing a record on your new turntable may seem simple enough, but there are a number of mistakes that many beginners tend to make. Mistakes that end up damaging the stylus, platter, or their vinyl records. Below, you’ll find basic tips that walk you through the process of setting up your turntable and playing a vinyl record
the right way. If you follow these tips, you will avoid damaging your player or your vinyl discs. Plastic Dust Cover The first step is lifting up the turntable’s dust cover, if it has one. I realize this is obvious but I want to be thorough. And it may not be obvious to everyone. Most models come equipped with a plastic dust cover that protects the platter and
other components from dust, dirt, and any other type of debris that could cause record player skipping and impact performance. If you own a model with a hinged cover, raise the cover to place the record on the platter, then lower it again as your record spins. If you have a cover that isn’t hinged, then place it somewhere until you're done playing
vinyl. This type of cover should not be placed on the turntable when you’re playing a record because it can damage the vinyl. Platter Cover Some models have an additional dust cover, that’s specifically designed for the platter. These covers are made out of felt and fit perfectly over the platter. They are designed to provide further protection against
dust. Remove this cover and place it on a clean surface. The Platter Should Not Be Spinning You're almost ready to start playing some music. But first, make sure the platter isn’t spinning. Some models have a separate switch you can flip to start the platter spinning, while others automatically start to spin once you’ve lowered the tone arm. When
you're placing a record on the platter, make sure it’s not moving and the tonearm is still raised and out of the way. If you place a record on a platter while it’s spinning, it will scratch the surface. Placing Vinyl On The Record Player Now you’re ready to play some vinyl. Carefully place the record on the platter. Make sure you’'re only holding the vinyl
along the edges. Always take care when handling a vinyl record. Place the spindle through the center of the disc and continue to lower it until it’s resting on the platter. Avoid touching the grooves of the record, since the oils on your fingers can interfere with the needle and have an impact on sound quality. That’s why you should always only hold a
record by the edges. Even when you take it out of its jacket, you should try your best to avoid making contact with the playing surface. If you need to touch the surface to remove it from the jacket, try to only touch the vinyl’s outer portion where there are no grooves yet. Most models have a metal turntable with a rubber mat or foam mat placed on
top. The mat provides much-needed protection for the disc. Never play a record if you don’t have a mat. Since records come with an A and a B side, make sure you place the record on the correct side, based on the song you want to play. If you are using a vertical record player, make sure the record is locked in place and can not fall off. Spin The
Platter Flip the switch to cause the platter to start spinning. The controls vary from model to model, but most have a switch to engage or disengage the motor that drives the platter. With some setups, this switch also controls the record’s speed. If your turntable has these controls, then you’ll have two or three speed options in addition to the off
position. With other models, the record speed options may be controlled by a separate switch. If you have an automatic unit, in which the platter starts to spin once you lift the tonearm, then you won’t need to turn on the platter with a separate switch before lowering the tonearm. Cue The Tonearm Next, lift the tonearm. Most models have a cueing
feature. This feature allows you to turn on the switch that lifts the tonearm and places it on the vinyl automatically. Other models have a cue leveler which is used to lower and raise the arm. If your model doesn’t have a cue switch, then lift the tonearm off the rest and put your finger under the handle. Make sure that the cueing lever is up. This lever
raises and lowers the tonearm. You need the arm or switch to be up so that the tonearm doesn’t accidentally fall straight onto the vinyl as you move it from its resting spot. Place the tonearm above the first groove. The stylus on the tonearm must be directly positioned over the outermost groove. You'll notice three or four widely spaced grooves
located along the outer perimeter. These grooves indicate the place before the music begins. If your model has a cueing lever, then you can simply push the tonearm into place using your fingers. The tonearm will stay hovering above the vinyl until you disengage the lever or switch. Let The Stylus Make Contact Next, you’ll carefully lower the stylus
onto the vinyl. Gently lower the tonearm onto the outer grooves. The needle will engage the grooves with a small clicking sound. After that, the record should start to play. Skipping Tracks Can you skip songs on vinyl? Yes, you can. If you want to skip a track on a record, you'll follow the same process that I discussed above, except you place the arm
above the beginning of the track you want to hear, and not above the beginning of the record. You may notice that there are thin segments that look different from the rest of the vinyl record and form circles. Each of these circles is the dead space between two tracks. Most beginners are scared to change tracks at first, since doing so incorrectly can
result in a scratched record. But if you go slow and become familiar with the way your record player works, you should have no trouble getting the hang of jumping from track to track. After Playing Your Vinyl When you're done playing vinyl, place the tonearm back into its appointed resting place. You can lift the tonearm manually or by engaging the
cueing switch. If you have a fully automatic turntable, then the tonearm will return to its resting place on its own. Before you stop the platter from spinning, make sure that the tonearm is already back in its resting spot. The tonearm should never be left resting on the vinyl since this can apply pressure to the grooves, which can lead to serious
damage. If you want to listen to the other side of the vinyl, just flip it over and use the same process. If you’'re finished playing music, replace the felt dust cover on the platter (if you have one), and then the permanent plastic dust cover. Sometimes you may need to stop the turntable before the record has finished playing. In that case, I have an article
detailing the best way to stop a record player. Check The Needle At Least Once A Week To prevent a dip in sound quality or damage to your vinyl collection make sure that both the platter and needle are free from dust. Both components tend to be dust magnets, especially the needle. The needle on the tip of the tonearm tends to easily collect dust. If
it has a dust cap, make sure you place it over the needle after you're done playing vinyl for the day. If you do find dust on the stylus, you’ll need to do some basic record player maintenance. This involves using some rubbing alcohol, or another type of safe cleaning solution, and a brush designed specifically for needles. Dip the brush in the solution
and use it to gently wipe off the needle using a back to front wiping motion. Does playing scratched records damage the needle? No, but if you continuously play severely damaged records, it does wear down the needle. Eventually, you’ll have to replace the stylus. Proper Use Make sure you always carefully follow the steps I've included here to
operate your turntable properly. While it may seem like a lengthy process, it is worth it, because it can lengthen the lifespan of your turntable. To sum up: The dust covers should be removed before use and replaced after each use. Never begin spinning the platter before you place the record. Wait for the platter to come to a full stop before you
remove the vinyl. Operate the stylus and needle correctly. Avoid abruptly removing or dropping the needle Always use the cueing arm. Avoid touching the surface of a record when possible. Records should be stored in a dry spot, vertically The turntable should be placed on a level surface to prevent uneven wear to your vinyl Become Familiar With
Your New Turntable If you don’t know how to properly use a record player, make sure you're familiar with all the different controls and components of your turntable, before you begin playing your records. Reading the user’s manual from cover to cover is the best thing you can do to familiarize you with the different controls and how they can impact
your playing experience. Even before that, you want to make sure you know how a record player works and that you purchase the right type, based on your budget and playing needs. If you’re a casual listener and on a budget, choose a reasonably-priced beginner-friendly model. There are a few good options that are equipped with top of the line
components and a durable design to ensure your record player lasts a long time. I recommend this model from 1byOne. Next we will answer some common questions on playing record players. If you have any additional questions, please ask them in the comments below. How Do You Store Vinyl? Storing vinyl correctly prevents damage to your record
collection, such as scratches or warping. Records are very fragile and can easily be damaged if you fail to take the necessary steps to protect them. This is a huge deal, if you have any priceless first pressings. To store them correctly, make sure you keep them upright and avoid stacking them. When stacked, the weight of the records can cause
warping. Does Tracking Lightly Preserve Records? The needle must make good contact with the record, but it shouldn’t be too heavy. At the same time, it the contact can’t be too light either. If you track too lightly then the needle will end up bouncing around in the grooves which is bad and can lead to damage. Ideally, you should track at the top end
of the recommended tracking force. Remember, when you track too lightly it can end up causing as much wear and tear as tracking too heavily. Do I Need to Clean My Vinyl? Many people mistakenly believe that the hissing and cracking sounds they hear when they play a record are normal. These sounds actually point to a dirty record. In order to
avoid these sounds, you must clean your vinyl regularly. To do, you can use a brush that’s specifically designed for records. These brushes are made up of thin carbon fibers which do a great job of getting the dirt and debris out of the grooves of your vinyl. You can also use a specific record cleaner fluid combined with the brush in order to get deep
down into the grooves. You'll notice a difference in sound quality immediately after you've cleaned your records. The most important thing when cleaning your record is to follow the proper procedure, to avoid causing damage. This post covers the whole cleaning process from start to finish. Cleaning the needle can also have an impact on sound
quality. A dirty needle can make your records sound terrible. There are plenty of brushes and products to choose from that are specifically designed to clean the needles on your record player. The needle will not need to be cleaned as often as your vinyl, but if you've cleaned your records and you're still noticing a dip in sound quality, then the odds
are a dirty needle is to blame. To learn more, read my article on record player maintenance. How To Play A Turntable: Final Thoughts Now that you know how to use a record player, the speed to set it at and how to play a record without scratching it, you can get started on your path as a new audiophile. Remember, change up the speed of the record
player based on the size of the record you're playing, carefully touch the needle to the surface of the record in order to avoid scratching it, and always keep your vinyl clean for ultimate sound quality. Everyone knows how to use a record player, don’t they? Yes, I suppose anyone can use them. But not everyone knows how to use one correctly. And if
you use it incorrectly, you can cause damage to a precious record. If you're thinking of buying a turntable, or you already have one, it is important you know how to use your record player correctly. That’s why I decided to write an entire article on the subject. Not only will you learn how to use a turntable, you will also learn the major components and
how they work together to take sound information from a vinyl disc and bring it to our ears via a set of speaker. I also cover some frequently asked questions toward the end of the article. If you have additional questions, feel free to leave a comment, as always. How To Use A Record Player If you want to learn how set up a record player and use it
correctly, you first need to understand its basic components. Regardless of the make or model, whether it’s a modern unit, or a vintage-style record player from the 1960s like this suitcase-style player from Wockoder, most models come equipped with the same components. Basic Record Player Design The platter, also confusingly referred to as the
turntable, is one component that every record player shares. It holds the vinyl records and spins them at a consistent speed. The record’s platter can be made out of aluminum or other type of metal. Some manufacturers will cover the platters with a thick felt or plastic in order to prevent static or scratches, which can damage a record. One of the
most important parts on any record player is the arm. It contains two important components that are needed to play a record: the needle and the cartridge. The needle is equipped with a diamond tip and runs along the grooves of the record, creating vibrations that are then transmitted to the cartridge. The cartridge contains a magnetic field and
transforms the vibrations into an electrical signal. This electrical signal is then amplified so that it can be sent to the speakers for output. Some audiophiles will upgrade both the arm and the needle, using vintage or modern alternatives. This can get pretty pricey, but nothing does more to improve sound quality than a good tonearm, needle and
cartridge combination. Preamp If you're new to vinyl records scene and you’re looking for a your first record player, it’s usually best to start off with a turntable with a built-in preamp. There are many beginner-friendly, entry-level models that come equipped with a preamp. If your unit does not have a built-in pre-amplifier, you will need to buy a
phono preamplifier separately to convert the phono signal into a line level signal that can be processed and made ready for output to the speakers (which requires it being amplified once more in an amplifier). Essentially, the preamp boosts the weak signal from a record player to the same level as other sound signals. Purchasing a model with a built-
in preamp makes it much easier to get your player set up and ready for use. More on record player preamps here. Speakers If you get a record player that comes equipped with built-in speakers, you can start listening to records right away. If not, you’ll need external speakers. And to be honest, even if your unit has speakers, you will probably still
want a good set of external speakers. The built-in speakers generally don’t get very loud and leave a lot to be desired, in terms of sound quality. Setting up the speakers is pretty straightforward, if you have a record player with a built-in preamp. All you have to do is plug the speakers directly into the record player using the red and white RCA cables.
Some models, like the Victrola Aviator, come with a 3.5 millimeter line out jack that you can use to wire external speakers. If you have an external preamp make sure that both the record player and speakers are hooked up correctly to the preamp. The turntable connects to the input and the speakers (or the amplifier, if the speakers are not powered)
connect to the output. Some record players also come equipped with Bluetooth connectivity, which can send music from the player to wireless speakers. Or you can stream music from a Bluetooth enabled device and play it over the record player’s built-in speakers. Bluetooth connectivity essentially eliminates the need for extra wires and cables, so
your set up will look nice and clean. It also has a longer range than any normal cable. In order to use this feature, just connect a device or speaker to your record player using the Bluetooth setting and simply press play. That’s how easy it is. Finally, you also have the option of connecting to a PC via a USB cable. Computer speakers are never great, so
this option is far from ideal. Read “How To Play USB Turntable Through Computer Speakers” to learn how to set it up. Record Player Speeds Understanding the different speed options for your record player, and the different types of discs, is also important. Records are designed to play at a few different speeds; 78, 45, and 33 1/3 RPM. The speeds
are measured based on the number of rotations the record will make per minute. This is referred to as rotations per minute, or simply RPM. The majority of the time you’ll probably listen to full length albums, which measure twelve inches in diameter. These records are designed to spin at 33 1/3, which is the default setting for most turntables. If you
want to play a twelve-inch record, then you won’t even need to worry about adjusting the speed. However, if you want to play a seven-inch record, then you’ll need to adjust the speed to 45 RPM. If you don’t, it will sound distorted. 78 RPM records were produced way back in 1895 up until 1955 and aren’t in production these days, so you probably
won’t have to worry about dealing with 78s, unless you possess very old records. Many new models don’t even come with a 78 RPM speed option. They just couldn’t hold a lot of music. How To Play A Record Player Playing a record on your new turntable may seem simple enough, but there are a number of mistakes that many beginners tend to make.
Mistakes that end up damaging the stylus, platter, or their vinyl records. Below, you’ll find basic tips that walk you through the process of setting up your turntable and playing a vinyl record the right way. If you follow these tips, you will avoid damaging your player or your vinyl discs. Plastic Dust Cover The first step is lifting up the turntable’s dust
cover, if it has one. I realize this is obvious but I want to be thorough. And it may not be obvious to everyone. Most models come equipped with a plastic dust cover that protects the platter and other components from dust, dirt, and any other type of debris that could cause record player skipping and impact performance. If you own a model with a
hinged cover, raise the cover to place the record on the platter, then lower it again as your record spins. If you have a cover that isn’t hinged, then place it somewhere until you’'re done playing vinyl. This type of cover should not be placed on the turntable when you’re playing a record because it can damage the vinyl. Platter Cover Some models have
an additional dust cover, that’s specifically designed for the platter. These covers are made out of felt and fit perfectly over the platter. They are designed to provide further protection against dust. Remove this cover and place it on a clean surface. The Platter Should Not Be Spinning You're almost ready to start playing some music. But first, make
sure the platter isn’t spinning. Some models have a separate switch you can flip to start the platter spinning, while others automatically start to spin once you’ve lowered the tone arm. When you're placing a record on the platter, make sure it’s not moving and the tonearm is still raised and out of the way. If you place a record on a platter while it’'s
spinning, it will scratch the surface. Placing Vinyl On The Record Player Now you’re ready to play some vinyl. Carefully place the record on the platter. Make sure you're only holding the vinyl along the edges. Always take care when handling a vinyl record. Place the spindle through the center of the disc and continue to lower it until it’s resting on the
platter. Avoid touching the grooves of the record, since the oils on your fingers can interfere with the needle and have an impact on sound quality. That’s why you should always only hold a record by the edges. Even when you take it out of its jacket, you should try your best to avoid making contact with the playing surface. If you need to touch the
surface to remove it from the jacket, try to only touch the vinyl’s outer portion where there are no grooves yet. Most models have a metal turntable with a rubber mat or foam mat placed on top. The mat provides much-needed protection for the disc. Never play a record if you don’t have a mat. Since records come with an A and a B side, make sure you
place the record on the correct side, based on the song you want to play. If you are using a vertical record player, make sure the record is locked in place and can not fall off. Spin The Platter Flip the switch to cause the platter to start spinning. The controls vary from model to model, but most have a switch to engage or disengage the motor that
drives the platter. With some setups, this switch also controls the record’s speed. If your turntable has these controls, then you’ll have two or three speed options in addition to the off position. With other models, the record speed options may be controlled by a separate switch. If you have an automatic unit, in which the platter starts to spin once you
lift the tonearm, then you won’t need to turn on the platter with a separate switch before lowering the tonearm. Cue The Tonearm Next, lift the tonearm. Most models have a cueing feature. This feature allows you to turn on the switch that lifts the tonearm and places it on the vinyl automatically. Other models have a cue leveler which is used to lower
and raise the arm. If your model doesn’t have a cue switch, then lift the tonearm off the rest and put your finger under the handle. Make sure that the cueing lever is up. This lever raises and lowers the tonearm. You need the arm or switch to be up so that the tonearm doesn’t accidentally fall straight onto the vinyl as you move it from its resting spot.
Place the tonearm above the first groove. The stylus on the tonearm must be directly positioned over the outermost groove. You'll notice three or four widely spaced grooves located along the outer perimeter. These grooves indicate the place before the music begins. If your model has a cueing lever, then you can simply push the tonearm into place
using your fingers. The tonearm will stay hovering above the vinyl until you disengage the lever or switch. Let The Stylus Make Contact Next, you'll carefully lower the stylus onto the vinyl. Gently lower the tonearm onto the outer grooves. The needle will engage the grooves with a small clicking sound. After that, the record should start to play.
Skipping Tracks Can you skip songs on vinyl? Yes, you can. If you want to skip a track on a record, you’ll follow the same process that I discussed above, except you place the arm above the beginning of the track you want to hear, and not above the beginning of the record. You may notice that there are thin segments that look different from the rest
of the vinyl record and form circles. Each of these circles is the dead space between two tracks. Most beginners are scared to change tracks at first, since doing so incorrectly can result in a scratched record. But if you go slow and become familiar with the way your record player works, you should have no trouble getting the hang of jumping from
track to track. After Playing Your Vinyl When you’'re done playing vinyl, place the tonearm back into its appointed resting place. You can lift the tonearm manually or by engaging the cueing switch. If you have a fully automatic turntable, then the tonearm will return to its resting place on its own. Before you stop the platter from spinning, make sure
that the tonearm is already back in its resting spot. The tonearm should never be left resting on the vinyl since this can apply pressure to the grooves, which can lead to serious damage. If you want to listen to the other side of the vinyl, just flip it over and use the same process. If you're finished playing music, replace the felt dust cover on the platter
(if you have one), and then the permanent plastic dust cover. Sometimes you may need to stop the turntable before the record has finished playing. In that case, I have an article detailing the best way to stop a record player. Check The Needle At Least Once A Week To prevent a dip in sound quality or damage to your vinyl collection make sure that
both the platter and needle are free from dust. Both components tend to be dust magnets, especially the needle. The needle on the tip of the tonearm tends to easily collect dust. If it has a dust cap, make sure you place it over the needle after you're done playing vinyl for the day. If you do find dust on the stylus, you’ll need to do some basic record
player maintenance. This involves using some rubbing alcohol, or another type of safe cleaning solution, and a brush designed specifically for needles. Dip the brush in the solution and use it to gently wipe off the needle using a back to front wiping motion. Does playing scratched records damage the needle? No, but if you continuously play severely
damaged records, it does wear down the needle. Eventually, you’ll have to replace the stylus. Proper Use Make sure you always carefully follow the steps I've included here to operate your turntable properly. While it may seem like a lengthy process, it is worth it, because it can lengthen the lifespan of your turntable. To sum up: The dust covers
should be removed before use and replaced after each use. Never begin spinning the platter before you place the record. Wait for the platter to come to a full stop before you remove the vinyl. Operate the stylus and needle correctly. Avoid abruptly removing or dropping the needle Always use the cueing arm. Avoid touching the surface of a record
when possible. Records should be stored in a dry spot, vertically The turntable should be placed on a level surface to prevent uneven wear to your vinyl Become Familiar With Your New Turntable If you don’t know how to properly use a record player, make sure you're familiar with all the different controls and components of your turntable, before
you begin playing your records. Reading the user’s manual from cover to cover is the best thing you can do to familiarize you with the different controls and how they can impact your playing experience. Even before that, you want to make sure you know how a record player works and that you purchase the right type, based on your budget and
playing needs. If you're a casual listener and on a budget, choose a reasonably-priced beginner-friendly model. There are a few good options that are equipped with top of the line components and a durable design to ensure your record player lasts a long time. I recommend this model from 1byOne. Next we will answer some common questions on
playing record players. If you have any additional questions, please ask them in the comments below. How Do You Store Vinyl? Storing vinyl correctly prevents damage to your record collection, such as scratches or warping. Records are very fragile and can easily be damaged if you fail to take the necessary steps to protect them. This is a huge deal,
if you have any priceless first pressings. To store them correctly, make sure you keep them upright and avoid stacking them. When stacked, the weight of the records can cause warping. Does Tracking Lightly Preserve Records? The needle must make good contact with the record, but it shouldn’t be too heavy. At the same time, it the contact can’t be
too light either. If you track too lightly then the needle will end up bouncing around in the grooves which is bad and can lead to damage. Ideally, you should track at the top end of the recommended tracking force. Remember, when you track too lightly it can end up causing as much wear and tear as tracking too heavily. Do I Need to Clean My Vinyl?
Many people mistakenly believe that the hissing and cracking sounds they hear when they play a record are normal. These sounds actually point to a dirty record. In order to avoid these sounds, you must clean your vinyl regularly. To do, you can use a brush that’s specifically designed for records. These brushes are made up of thin carbon fibers
which do a great job of getting the dirt and debris out of the grooves of your vinyl. You can also use a specific record cleaner fluid combined with the brush in order to get deep down into the grooves. You’ll notice a difference in sound quality immediately after you’ve cleaned your records. The most important thing when cleaning your record is to
follow the proper procedure, to avoid causing damage. This post covers the whole cleaning process from start to finish. Cleaning the needle can also have an impact on sound quality. A dirty needle can make your records sound terrible. There are plenty of brushes and products to choose from that are specifically designed to clean the needles on your
record player. The needle will not need to be cleaned as often as your vinyl, but if you’ve cleaned your records and you’re still noticing a dip in sound quality, then the odds are a dirty needle is to blame. To learn more, read my article on record player maintenance. How To Play A Turntable: Final Thoughts Now that you know how to use a record
player, the speed to set it at and how to play a record without scratching it, you can get started on your path as a new audiophile. Remember, change up the speed of the record player based on the size of the record you’'re playing, carefully touch the needle to the surface of the record in order to avoid scratching it, and always keep your vinyl clean
for ultimate sound quality. The vinyl record hobby is such a fun and exciting one to experience, especially in the digital age. But turntables can be tricky, and you might have more than a few questions about utilizing your new piece of spinning tech properly. In fact, because vinyl is delicate, you’ll want to make sure you’'re doing everything properly.
Is your tonearm level? Is the tracking force and anti-skate set? Is the cartridge secured and correctly aligned? Well, if this all sounds like a foreign language, dob’t worry—you’ve come to the right place. Because in this article, we’'re going to examine how to play a record player properly, so that you can you can not only hear your vinyl records, but
the music sounds great coming through your speakers! Before you can expect to hear anything from your turntable, we must have all four elements of vinyl playback working together: a turntable, a preamp, an amplifier, and speakers. These components must be present and adequately connected to transmit audio from your vinyl record and out
through speakers (and into your ears). It’s become more common in our contemporary climate where we can find a turntable with a built-in speakers or a built in phono pre-amp. Other people prefer to purchase an external phono preamp and external speakers. Whatever you have, it’s important to know beforehand, as the kind of record player
you're using will determine how we can go about using and setting it up. Standard manual-driven turntables such as the Audio Technica AT-LP120 or Technics SL-1200 will come with a power button often found near the bottom of the turntable’s base. Make sure the turntable and accompanying speakers are plugged in. If the power button illuminates
(assuming the table comes with a button that can illuminate) and the platter begins to spin, your turntable is on and we're already doing great! Always make sure your slip mat is resting on top of the platter. Some higher-end turntables don’t use slip mats at all (like my Clearaudio Concept or the Marantz TT-15S1, for example), but for the ones that
do, you’ll want to place the record over the spindle and on top of the slip mat. This is the most crucial step in playing an LP on a turntable. It’s simple enough, but it’s also easy to make some common errors during this step. A record needle, or stylus, is a pointed piece of diamond placed on top of the record via the turntable’s tonearm. It’s job is all
about transmitting the sound from the grooves of the record through the turntable’s audio channels (and out through your speakers). The stylus can easily scratch up a beloved record if it were to be precariously maneuvered. That’s why it’s best to utilize the tonearms cueing lever when placing a needle on and off a record. Our hands are never as
sturdy as they seem and cue levers eliminate any unnecessary scratching, thus preserving the longevity of your vinyl records. There are nonessential grooves located on the outermost layer of the LP’s face. This is where we should place our stylus when starting a vinyl record. When your turntable is on and your record is spinning, lift your tonearm via
the cue lever and place it on the outer grooves and your record should be playing within a few quick seconds! If you want to place it one a specific track, notice that there are darker circular rings (or grooves) placed a fairly even distance from one another. Those darker rings are the actual tracks for each song. So, if you know you want to play track
three, place the stylus over the third groove. Make sure the cueing lever is up while you do this. While the record is still spinning, and the tonearm is still hovering over the spinning record, slowly lower the cueing lever down. This will cause the stylus to carefully enter into the groove, thus playing your music. Manual belt-driven turntables require
attentiveness while in use. If your record is about to end, or if you know you’re nearing the end of Side A or Side B, it’s important to hang by your record player until that last track finishes, and you begin noticing your tonearm slowly drifting towards the center of the record. When this happens, it’s an indication your record has finished playing. So
you’ll want to lift the cuing lever up (which, in turn, lifts up the tonearm—and the stylus) and manually bring your tonearm back to its armrest. After that, turn off the motor or power of the turntable. Do note that if the turntable needle continues to lie in place while a record spins, the needle will potentially get damaged. On top of that, you'll have
the motor running for a long period of time, which isn’t great if you have a belt-driven turntable, because a belt drive turntable only has so many revolutions or hours of use it’s capable of before the belt itself needs to be replaced. And while replacing a turntable belt is a fairly simple process, you don’t want to have to expedite that process because
you were being inattentive. A fully automatic turntable is a solid piece of equipment for new vinyl collectors. These record players are low maintenance, require little attentiveness, and typically contain a built-in pre-amp. Operating one of these is as simple as a click of a button. You press start, the turntable spins, and then the tonearm lifts up, finds
the first groove (track) in the record automatically, and then lowers the stylus into the groove on its own so you can hear the music. Very easy. You can then either press a stop button to pause the record (if someone were to ring the doorbell, for instance) or you can let the record continue all the way to its natural end. Once that happens, the
automatic function kicks back in by lifting the tonearm up and returning itself to the armrest. The turntable will also turn itself off, too. So it sounds perfect, right? What’s the downside? Well, the main downsides to these record players is that they often lack range for swapping out different cartridges and needles they could be more expensive due
to their built-in preamps, and their built-in components exchange quality for connivence. This mean that a record player with built in speakers is likely not going to emit as good of sound as a manual turntable connected to external speakers. The record needle (stylus) won’t be as high of quality, and you don’t have as much freedom to tweak certain
settings within he turntables (like tracking force, for example) to improve the sound fidelity (as these are usually all preset by the manufacturer on an automatic record player). This is a nice in between option for those that want some convenience but also don’t completely want to sacrifice quality either. Another option for those who might doze off
during a record. Contrary to fully autos- a semi-auto requires the listener to place the stylus on the record as they do with a manual turntable. But like the fully automatic, the stylus will lift itself off the record and shut down the turntable when the LP has ended. Semi-Automatic turntables are within the pricier spectrum of turntables due to their
sound quality and convenience of having a tonearm that resets itself when an album has ended. Turntables like the Audio Technica LP-120XUSB are considered the archetypal model among vinyl newbies and even people who have been in the hobby a couple of years. This is a very nice manual record player that’s pretty good quality while also being
quite affordable. Manually driven turntables are great because they afford you the ability to always upgrade. If you’'re concerned about wanting the ability to tinker with your sound quality from every single aspect—you’ll want a manual turntable. Manual turntables are also pretty heavyweight—which is ideal because the more mass a record player
has, the more stable it will be. You don’t want to be the victim of footfalls, for example. I'm a big proponent on upgrading your equipment slowly over time (check out my video below) so that you can best understand what matters most when it comes to achieving excellent sound quality from your vinyl. So don’t worry if you’'re starting your journey
off with a record that has built in speakers. Just begin the process. You’ll appreciate where you end up so much more if you upgrade slowly as the months and years go by, rather than beginning with the best or most expensive manual turntable. Playing a vinyl record for the very first time is incredibly exciting. This is a special hobby, but it’s also a
hobby that you’ll want to get right, as it will improve your overall listening experience. Hopefully, this article detailing how to play a record player will help you as you embark on what will be a fun and exciting musical journey. Everyone knows how to use a record player, don’t they? Yes, I suppose anyone can use them. But not everyone knows how to
use one correctly. And if you use it incorrectly, you can cause damage to a precious record. If you’re thinking of buying a turntable, or you already have one, it is important you know how to use your record player correctly. That’s why I decided to write an entire article on the subject. Not only will you learn how to use a turntable, you will also learn
the major components and how they work together to take sound information from a vinyl disc and bring it to our ears via a set of speaker. I also cover some frequently asked questions toward the end of the article. If you have additional questions, feel free to leave a comment, as always. How To Use A Record Player If you want to learn how set up a
record player and use it correctly, you first need to understand its basic components. Regardless of the make or model, whether it’s a modern unit, or a vintage-style record player from the 1960s like this suitcase-style player from Wockoder, most models come equipped with the same components. Basic Record Player Design The platter, also
confusingly referred to as the turntable, is one component that every record player shares. It holds the vinyl records and spins them at a consistent speed. The record’s platter can be made out of aluminum or other type of metal. Some manufacturers will cover the platters with a thick felt or plastic in order to prevent static or scratches, which can
damage a record. One of the most important parts on any record player is the arm. It contains two important components that are needed to play a record: the needle and the cartridge. The needle is equipped with a diamond tip and runs along the grooves of the record, creating vibrations that are then transmitted to the cartridge. The cartridge
contains a magnetic field and transforms the vibrations into an electrical signal. This electrical signal is then amplified so that it can be sent to the speakers for output. Some audiophiles will upgrade both the arm and the needle, using vintage or modern alternatives. This can get pretty pricey, but nothing does more to improve sound quality than a
good tonearm, needle and cartridge combination. Preamp If you’re new to vinyl records scene and you’re looking for a your first record player, it’s usually best to start off with a turntable with a built-in preamp. There are many beginner-friendly, entry-level models that come equipped with a preamp. If your unit does not have a built-in pre-amplifier,
you will need to buy a phono preamplifier separately to convert the phono signal into a line level signal that can be processed and made ready for output to the speakers (which requires it being amplified once more in an amplifier). Essentially, the preamp boosts the weak signal from a record player to the same level as other sound signals. Purchasing
a model with a built-in preamp makes it much easier to get your player set up and ready for use. More on record player preamps here. Speakers If you get a record player that comes equipped with built-in speakers, you can start listening to records right away. If not, you’ll need external speakers. And to be honest, even if your unit has speakers, you
will probably still want a good set of external speakers. The built-in speakers generally don’t get very loud and leave a lot to be desired, in terms of sound quality. Setting up the speakers is pretty straightforward, if you have a record player with a built-in preamp. All you have to do is plug the speakers directly into the record player using the red and
white RCA cables. Some models, like the Victrola Aviator, come with a 3.5 millimeter line out jack that you can use to wire external speakers. If you have an external preamp make sure that both the record player and speakers are hooked up correctly to the preamp. The turntable connects to the input and the speakers (or the amplifier, if the speakers
are not powered) connect to the output. Some record players also come equipped with Bluetooth connectivity, which can send music from the player to wireless speakers. Or you can stream music from a Bluetooth enabled device and play it over the record player’s built-in speakers. Bluetooth connectivity essentially eliminates the need for extra wires
and cables, so your set up will look nice and clean. It also has a longer range than any normal cable. In order to use this feature, just connect a device or speaker to your record player using the Bluetooth setting and simply press play. That’s how easy it is. Finally, you also have the option of connecting to a PC via a USB cable. Computer speakers are
never great, so this option is far from ideal. Read “How To Play USB Turntable Through Computer Speakers” to learn how to set it up. Record Player Speeds Understanding the different speed options for your record player, and the different types of discs, is also important. Records are designed to play at a few different speeds; 78, 45, and 33 1/3
RPM. The speeds are measured based on the number of rotations the record will make per minute. This is referred to as rotations per minute, or simply RPM. The majority of the time you’ll probably listen to full length albums, which measure twelve inches in diameter. These records are designed to spin at 33 1/3, which is the default setting for most
turntables. If you want to play a twelve-inch record, then you won’t even need to worry about adjusting the speed. However, if you want to play a seven-inch record, then you’ll need to adjust the speed to 45 RPM. If you don’t, it will sound distorted. 78 RPM records were produced way back in 1895 up until 1955 and aren’t in production these days, so
you probably won’t have to worry about dealing with 78s, unless you possess very old records. Many new models don’t even come with a 78 RPM speed option. They just couldn’t hold a lot of music. How To Play A Record Player Playing a record on your new turntable may seem simple enough, but there are a number of mistakes that many beginners
tend to make. Mistakes that end up damaging the stylus, platter, or their vinyl records. Below, you’ll find basic tips that walk you through the process of setting up your turntable and playing a vinyl record the right way. If you follow these tips, you will avoid damaging your player or your vinyl discs. Plastic Dust Cover The first step is lifting up the
turntable’s dust cover, if it has one. I realize this is obvious but I want to be thorough. And it may not be obvious to everyone. Most models come equipped with a plastic dust cover that protects the platter and other components from dust, dirt, and any other type of debris that could cause record player skipping and impact performance. If you own a
model with a hinged cover, raise the cover to place the record on the platter, then lower it again as your record spins. If you have a cover that isn’t hinged, then place it somewhere until you're done playing vinyl. This type of cover should not be placed on the turntable when you're playing a record because it can damage the vinyl. Platter Cover Some
models have an additional dust cover, that’s specifically designed for the platter. These covers are made out of felt and fit perfectly over the platter. They are designed to provide further protection against dust. Remove this cover and place it on a clean surface. The Platter Should Not Be Spinning You’'re almost ready to start playing some music. But
first, make sure the platter isn’t spinning. Some models have a separate switch you can flip to start the platter spinning, while others automatically start to spin once you’ve lowered the tone arm. When you’re placing a record on the platter, make sure it’s not moving and the tonearm is still raised and out of the way. If you place a record on a platter
while it’s spinning, it will scratch the surface. Placing Vinyl On The Record Player Now you’re ready to play some vinyl. Carefully place the record on the platter. Make sure you’re only holding the vinyl along the edges. Always take care when handling a vinyl record. Place the spindle through the center of the disc and continue to lower it until it’s
resting on the platter. Avoid touching the grooves of the record, since the oils on your fingers can interfere with the needle and have an impact on sound quality. That’s why you should always only hold a record by the edges. Even when you take it out of its jacket, you should try your best to avoid making contact with the playing surface. If you need to
touch the surface to remove it from the jacket, try to only touch the vinyl’s outer portion where there are no grooves yet. Most models have a metal turntable with a rubber mat or foam mat placed on top. The mat provides much-needed protection for the disc. Never play a record if you don’t have a mat. Since records come with an A and a B side,
make sure you place the record on the correct side, based on the song you want to play. If you are using a vertical record player, make sure the record is locked in place and can not fall off. Spin The Platter Flip the switch to cause the platter to start spinning. The controls vary from model to model, but most have a switch to engage or disengage the
motor that drives the platter. With some setups, this switch also controls the record’s speed. If your turntable has these controls, then you’ll have two or three speed options in addition to the off position. With other models, the record speed options may be controlled by a separate switch. If you have an automatic unit, in which the platter starts to
spin once you lift the tonearm, then you won’t need to turn on the platter with a separate switch before lowering the tonearm. Cue The Tonearm Next, lift the tonearm. Most models have a cueing feature. This feature allows you to turn on the switch that lifts the tonearm and places it on the vinyl automatically. Other models have a cue leveler which
is used to lower and raise the arm. If your model doesn’t have a cue switch, then lift the tonearm off the rest and put your finger under the handle. Make sure that the cueing lever is up. This lever raises and lowers the tonearm. You need the arm or switch to be up so that the tonearm doesn’t accidentally fall straight onto the vinyl as you move it from
its resting spot. Place the tonearm above the first groove. The stylus on the tonearm must be directly positioned over the outermost groove. You'll notice three or four widely spaced grooves located along the outer perimeter. These grooves indicate the place before the music begins. If your model has a cueing lever, then you can simply push the
tonearm into place using your fingers. The tonearm will stay hovering above the vinyl until you disengage the lever or switch. Let The Stylus Make Contact Next, you'll carefully lower the stylus onto the vinyl. Gently lower the tonearm onto the outer grooves. The needle will engage the grooves with a small clicking sound. After that, the record should
start to play. Skipping Tracks Can you skip songs on vinyl? Yes, you can. If you want to skip a track on a record, you’ll follow the same process that I discussed above, except you place the arm above the beginning of the track you want to hear, and not above the beginning of the record. You may notice that there are thin segments that look different
from the rest of the vinyl record and form circles. Each of these circles is the dead space between two tracks. Most beginners are scared to change tracks at first, since doing so incorrectly can result in a scratched record. But if you go slow and become familiar with the way your record player works, you should have no trouble getting the hang of
jumping from track to track. After Playing Your Vinyl When you’re done playing vinyl, place the tonearm back into its appointed resting place. You can lift the tonearm manually or by engaging the cueing switch. If you have a fully automatic turntable, then the tonearm will return to its resting place on its own. Before you stop the platter from
spinning, make sure that the tonearm is already back in its resting spot. The tonearm should never be left resting on the vinyl since this can apply pressure to the grooves, which can lead to serious damage. If you want to listen to the other side of the vinyl, just flip it over and use the same process. If you're finished playing music, replace the felt dust
cover on the platter (if you have one), and then the permanent plastic dust cover. Sometimes you may need to stop the turntable before the record has finished playing. In that case, I have an article detailing the best way to stop a record player. Check The Needle At Least Once A Week To prevent a dip in sound quality or damage to your vinyl
collection make sure that both the platter and needle are free from dust. Both components tend to be dust magnets, especially the needle. The needle on the tip of the tonearm tends to easily collect dust. If it has a dust cap, make sure you place it over the needle after you're done playing vinyl for the day. If you do find dust on the stylus, you’ll need to
do some basic record player maintenance. This involves using some rubbing alcohol, or another type of safe cleaning solution, and a brush designed specifically for needles. Dip the brush in the solution and use it to gently wipe off the needle using a back to front wiping motion. Does playing scratched records damage the needle? No, but if you
continuously play severely damaged records, it does wear down the needle. Eventually, you’ll have to replace the stylus. Proper Use Make sure you always carefully follow the steps I've included here to operate your turntable properly. While it may seem like a lengthy process, it is worth it, because it can lengthen the lifespan of your turntable. To
sum up: The dust covers should be removed before use and replaced after each use. Never begin spinning the platter before you place the record. Wait for the platter to come to a full stop before you remove the vinyl. Operate the stylus and needle correctly. Avoid abruptly removing or dropping the needle Always use the cueing arm. Avoid touching
the surface of a record when possible. Records should be stored in a dry spot, vertically The turntable should be placed on a level surface to prevent uneven wear to your vinyl Become Familiar With Your New Turntable If you don’t know how to properly use a record player, make sure you’'re familiar with all the different controls and components of
your turntable, before you begin playing your records. Reading the user’s manual from cover to cover is the best thing you can do to familiarize you with the different controls and how they can impact your playing experience. Even before that, you want to make sure you know how a record player works and that you purchase the right type, based on



your budget and playing needs. If you're a casual listener and on a budget, choose a reasonably-priced beginner-friendly model. There are a few good options that are equipped with top of the line components and a durable design to ensure your record player lasts a long time. I recommend this model from 1byOne. Next we will answer some common
questions on playing record players. If you have any additional questions, please ask them in the comments below. How Do You Store Vinyl? Storing vinyl correctly prevents damage to your record collection, such as scratches or warping. Records are very fragile and can easily be damaged if you fail to take the necessary steps to protect them. This is
a huge deal, if you have any priceless first pressings. To store them correctly, make sure you keep them upright and avoid stacking them. When stacked, the weight of the records can cause warping. Does Tracking Lightly Preserve Records? The needle must make good contact with the record, but it shouldn’t be too heavy. At the same time, it the
contact can’t be too light either. If you track too lightly then the needle will end up bouncing around in the grooves which is bad and can lead to damage. Ideally, you should track at the top end of the recommended tracking force. Remember, when you track too lightly it can end up causing as much wear and tear as tracking too heavily. Do I Need to
Clean My Vinyl? Many people mistakenly believe that the hissing and cracking sounds they hear when they play a record are normal. These sounds actually point to a dirty record. In order to avoid these sounds, you must clean your vinyl regularly. To do, you can use a brush that’s specifically designed for records. These brushes are made up of thin
carbon fibers which do a great job of getting the dirt and debris out of the grooves of your vinyl. You can also use a specific record cleaner fluid combined with the brush in order to get deep down into the grooves. You'll notice a difference in sound quality immediately after you've cleaned your records. The most important thing when cleaning your
record is to follow the proper procedure, to avoid causing damage. This post covers the whole cleaning process from start to finish. Cleaning the needle can also have an impact on sound quality. A dirty needle can make your records sound terrible. There are plenty of brushes and products to choose from that are specifically designed to clean the
needles on your record player. The needle will not need to be cleaned as often as your vinyl, but if you’ve cleaned your records and you’re still noticing a dip in sound quality, then the odds are a dirty needle is to blame. To learn more, read my article on record player maintenance. How To Play A Turntable: Final Thoughts Now that you know how to
use a record player, the speed to set it at and how to play a record without scratching it, you can get started on your path as a new audiophile. Remember, change up the speed of the record player based on the size of the record you’re playing, carefully touch the needle to the surface of the record in order to avoid scratching it, and always keep your
vinyl clean for ultimate sound quality. Download Article A complete guide to using & maintaining your record player Download Article Playing recorded music by lowering a needle into grooves on a rotating cylinder or disc has been around in some fashion for over 100 years. The turntable in its modern form has been used to play vinyl records for half
a century. Vinyl records have enjoyed a resurgence in the 21st century. This resurgence has led to increased turntable ownership. These turntables require a bit more interaction and care to operate than a mp3 player or CD player. Overall, the process is fairly straightforward. Operating a turntable mostly requires you to pay attention to what you are
doing. Place your record on the table before activating it. Keep dust away from your table, and handle the equipment with care. Put a record onto the turn table. Turn on the platter. Lift up the tone arm. Lower the stylus onto the outermost edge of the record. Pick the tone arm up and replace it once the record is over. 1 Lift the dust cover from the
turntable. Turntables are usually fitted with plastic dust covers to keep the components clean when not in use. [1] If you have a hinged dust cover, you can lift the cover and then gently lower it again once the record is playing. If your cover is not hinged, you should set it aside until you are done using the turntable. Placing it down while a record is
playing can damage the player and record. 2 Remove the dust cover from the platter. The platter is the circular platform which you will place your vinyl record on. Sometimes there is a second dust cover, usually made of felt, that rests over the platter. Lift the circular felt cover off the platter and place it somewhere where it won'’t attract much dust.
You can store the felt cover inside of the record’s jacket while your record is playing. Though you may have a plastic cover, it is always good to use both when not using your turntable. Using both will ensure no dust or scratches occur and damage any components. Advertisement 3 Make sure the turntable is not spinning. Some turntables will have a
switch to start the rotation of the platter. Others will automatically start when the needle drops. In either case, make sure your record player isn’t spinning and the needle is up. If you place your vinyl record onto the platter while it is spinning you risk scratching the record. 4 Place the record on the platter. Again, the platter is the round platform on
which the vinyl record rests during play. Holding the record only along the record’s edges, lower the record onto the platter. Place the spindle in the center of the platter through the hole in the record. Lower the record until it is resting flush on the platter. Always hold your records by the edges and don’t touch the grooves of the record. When
removing a record from the jacket, you may have to briefly grab the playing surface. Only touch the very outer portion where the grooves are not present to pull it out. Quickly transfer your grip to along the edges. The oil from your fingers can get onto the surface of the record and affect the sound as well as attract dust and cause scratches. The
platter on most turntables will be made from metal, but should be fitted on top with a foam or rubber mat. This mat cushions the record during use, and you should never operate a turntable without a mat in place. Advertisement 1 Put the platter into motion. Control setups will vary between turntables. But, most will have a switch that allows you to
engage or disengage the motor driving the platter. In some cases, this switch will be integrated with the speed selector; for example, the 3 switch positions may be "off," "33 rpm," and "45 rpm." In other cases, you may need to select the speed using a separate switch or by repositioning the drive belt manually. Standard 12 inches (300 mm) records
should play at “33 rpm.” [2] On automatic turntables, the platter may be designed to start rotating when the tonearm is lifted towards the platter. In this case, you will not need to deliberately put the platter into motion. 2 Lift or cue the tonearm. Many turntables will have a cueing feature that allows you to simply engage a switch that lifts the
tonearm from its rest automatically. This process is called "cueing." Some turntable will have a cue lever which is used to raise and lower the arm. If you don't have a cue switch, gently lift the tonearm from its rest by placing your finger underneath the handle on the head shell. Or use the cue lever. Ensure that the cueing lever (if there is no switch),
a small arm usually located at the base of your tonearm, is up. The cueing lever is what lowers and raises the tonearm. You need the cueing switch or arm to be up so that your tonearm doesn’t fall onto the vinyl when you move it from the resting position and over your record. 3 Position the tonearm above the beginning of the record. The needle of
the tonearm needs to be positioned directly over the outermost grooves in the record. You should see a few widely spaced grooves on the outer perimeter that indicate the area before the recording begins. If your turntable has a cueing feature, you can gently push the tonearm into place with your fingers. It will rest above the record until you
disengage the cueing switch or lever. If your turntable has no cueing switch, you will move the tonearm over the record by using the handle on the head shell. 4 Lower the stylus onto the record. The tonearm should be lowered very gently onto the outer grooves of the vinyl record. The stylus should engage the grooves with minimal popping or
clicking sounds. The recording should begin shortly after the stylus is lowered. To lower the tonearm using a cueing lever, simply disengage the switch or lever by lowering it down. The tonearm will gently lower itself and the stylus will engage the record’s grooves. To raise the tonearm, raise the cueing switch. Without a cueing switch, you will have
to manually lower the tonearm onto the record. Be as slow and steady as possible when doing this. Lowering the stylus too violently can damage both the stylus and the record. 5 Put the tonearm back into place when the record is over. When you are done listening to the record, you need to lift the tonearm from the record and place it back into its
resting position. Lifting the tonearm can either be done by engaging the cueing switch or by manually and gently lifting it from the record's surface. On some fully automatic turntables, the tonearm will return to place automatically once the record is over. Make sure that the tonearm is back in resting position before stopping the platter from
spinning. The tonearm shouldn’t be resting on a stopped record. This could apply excess pressure to the grooves and cause damage. To listen to the other side of the record, flip it over and repeat the above process. When done using the turntable, remember to replace the dust cover. Make sure the tonearm is in resting position and the platter isn’t
turning. Then lift the record by the edges and flip it. Advertisement 1 Get a receiver. A lot of record players require you to use a receiver to hook the turntable up to. The receiver then connects to speakers which will play the sound coming from the record. Hooking your turntable into a receiver and then connecting the receiver to speakers is the most
common setup. If you already have a receiver and speakers for your home entertainment system, you can hook your turntable into your existing equipment. To get the sound from your turntable to come out of your speakers you will need to set your receiver on “Phono”. [3] Some turntables will also require an external phono preamp to be hooked up.
A preamp is used to help amplify the sound being created by the needle on the record’s grooves. Some receivers don’t have the necessary inputs required to effectively connect the turntable. However, many modern turntables have a built-in preamp that allows you to connect to your receiver. 2 Attach all the cables. Attaching your cables correctly to
your turntable and your receiver or speakers is fairly straight forward. There are often color coded cables to help you figure out where to put a certain cable. There isn’t only one way to attach all your cables as there are many different kinds of turntables and sound systems. Always keep your instruction manuals. Your instruction manuals for both
your turntable and your sound equipment will guide you for your specific setup. When connecting all the cables make sure that your systems are turned off and unplugged. You don’t want to risk injury to getting shocked. Most turntables also have a small thin wire with a little crab claw-like metal tip. This wire is the “ground” wire. This wire prevents
an unpleasant buzzing sound when playing. There will be a marked connection point on your stereo system, provided it can play phono. [4] 3 Switch to the correct input. Once it looks like your turntable and sound system is correctly hooked up, plug everything in and set your receiver to “Phono”. The phono input is the one you need for your record to
be heard. Because the sound isn’t coming from a digital source like from an iPod or CD, it is much lower. The phono setting, along with a phono preamp, whether external or built-in, amplifies the sound. 4 Keep dust off your turntable and needle. To prevent any scratching or muddled sounds, make sure that you always keep your needle free of dust.
The small needle at the tip of your tonearm often collects dust very easily. If your needle has a dust cap, be sure to place it on after every use. If there is dust on your needle, you will need a stylus cleaning brush and turntable cleaning solution or rubbing alcohol. Dampen the stylus brush and gently wipe the styles from front to back. 5 Operate your
turntable correctly. Always take the necessary steps to operate your turntable and records correctly. Though it may take more time, it’s worth it to preserve your equipment. Always remove and replace any dust covers before and after each use. Don’t start spinning the platter before you place your record down. Likewise, always wait for the platter to
completely stop before removing your vinyl otherwise you may scratch it. Operate your tonearm and needle correctly. Never drop or abruptly remove the needle. Always use the cueing arm. Don’t get your fingerprints on the surface of the records. Always hold by the edges. Store records vertically in a dry location. Humidity and stacking records on
top one another will cause records to warp. Always put a record away as soon as you are done listening. Advertisement Add New Question Question What records do I play on 33 RPM? Any type of LPs or 12-inch records. Most records from the 60's to today will be this type. Question What happens if you leave the record player on/turning after the
record is done? Does it damage anything to just leave it turning? No, it won't damage anything. Some record players even automatically stop after a record is done playing. Question We have a vinyl player but when we spin the record and place the needle on the vinyl, the arm goes to the end and returns to position. How do we fix this? You need to
wipe down your vinyls with a microfiber cloth, or get a new needle. See more answers Ask a Question Advertisement Thanks Thanks Thanks The advice in this section is based on the lived experiences of wikiHow readers like you. If you have a helpful tip you’d like to share on wikiHow, please submit it in the field below. Those felt “dust covers” on the
platter referred to in this article aren’t actually dust covers and are intended to be kept on the platter to protect the record from damage. Always clean your stylus (needle), turntable mat, and platter before playing a record. Do the same after you are done listening to the record. Advertisement This article was co-authored by wikiHow Staff. Our
trained team of editors and researchers validate articles for accuracy and comprehensiveness. wikiHow's Content Management Team carefully monitors the work from our editorial staff to ensure that each article is backed by trusted research and meets our high quality standards. This article has been viewed 356,979 times. Co-authors: 13 Updated:
May 24, 2025 Views: 356,979 Categories: Audio Mixing Print Send fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 356,979 times. "It helped me a ton!" Share your story



